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Churches’ Show Methods with Radio | 
irited Spiritual Drive 


Names in Spi 


> 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 

Battle of radio names is on in 
@nother field. Trio of local gospel 
centers are running a_ spirited 
weekly race to present outstanding 
ether people as added attractions. 

Last Sunday the three-cornered 
battle reached its greatest heights 
when one downtown temple of wor- 
ship advertised the Southern Har- 
mony Four, colored quartet of NBC; 
G. Donald Gray, KYA baritone, and 
Gien Goff, organist recently at KYA 
and now at a five-and-dime store. 

Another church got ‘Mac’ and his 
Hillbilly Gang from KFRC as the 
attraction, promising a big ‘see and 
hear’ program of old-time camp 
songs. ‘Scotty,’ radio philosopher 
and columnist of the ‘Chronicle,’ 
was in person at a third church. 

Only thing that hasn't been tried 
yet is a hot dance band. 


CHURCH’S VAUDFILM 
SHOW AT 40c FLOPS 


Far Rockaway, N. Y., Aug. 16. 

St. Camillus church has given up 
after a month in show business. The 
church (Catholic) tried five-act bills 
on Saturdays and Sundays for the 
purpose of raising funds for a new 
edifice. 

Top was 40c. for the vaudfilm 
shows in the church's 1,000-seat 
parish house auditorium. Acts were 
booked independently from New 
Work. 


What-a-Man on Sex 


Denver, Aug. 15. 

Guy Edward Hudson, Ma Ken- 
nedy’s ‘What-a-Man,’ and Aimee 
McPherson's stepfather, landed in 
Denver a week ago looking for a 
job. He gout it. He’s lecturing at a 
s%ex show on ‘Delicate Secrets of 
Love Life’ at the Broadway theatre. 

Dr. Robert Cunningham, ‘sexolo- 
gist,’ is assisting and five male and 
female models are used. Ladies only 
at mat, men at night, and admish 
50c. Crowds fair. 

Hudson declares his connection 
with the evangelis: 2nd her mother 
in the ads. 

















Harry Fitzgerald Nixes 


Nomination for Congress 


Harry Fitzgerald, the RKO agent, 
last week turned down the Demo- 
cratic nomination for the first con- 
gressional district (Queens and 
Long Island), New York. He stated 
he wasn’t ready to quit agenting for 





‘A Working Echo 





Jackie Osterman and another 
layoff were strolling up Broad- 
way when the billing of one of 
the stage shows caught their 
eye. In large type was the 
name of a fellow who does 
everbody’s act but Volstead’s. 

‘Let's go in and catch our- 
selves,’ suggested Osterman. 


WORLD FAIR TO 
EMPLOY 30,000 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Chicago World’s Fair in 1933 will 
be built on the theory that the ‘still 
exhibit’ of previous expositions is 
out of vogue. Every exhibit will be 
in ‘motion.’ Instead of completed 
products on display, the public will 
be shown the various stages of the 
manufacturing. 


Because of this policy there will 
be thousands of employees working 
on regular shifts in temporary fac- 
tories during the six months period 
of the Fair. It is expected that 30,- 
000 persons will be on the payrolls 
of the various concessionaires, ex- 
hibitors and educational displays. 

















Tacoma Sees Its First 
Medicine Show in 20 Yrs. 


Tacoma, Aug. 15. 

First medicant show in 20 years 
has made its appearance near here. 
Located at Big Harbor, nearby re- 
sort, in a tent, three acts and the 
‘doctor’ with his herbs of youth and 
oil of life. 

Standing them up nightly with 
five-piece band parading and play- 


ing concert in front of canvas. 
Owner says if business warrants he 
will book several outfits this win- 
ter into closed film palaces in the 
cities. 





Needle Trick Missed 


Dover, N. H., Aug. 15. 
Dan Smith, amateur magician, 
swallowed three needles when the 
thread broke as he was performing 
a needle-threading trick in the Cen- 


tral Park theatre. As the thread 
broke in his mouth Smith rushed 
offstage and was removed to a 
Dover hospital where two of the 
needles were removed. 





Politics as yet. 


Fitzgerald has been politically ; 
active for years in Queens, where | 
he resides, but has never run for | 


office, 


Lack of equipment prevented 
hospital authorities from getting 
the thicd needle, so Smith was sent 
to Boston to a specialist, 


STARS ACCIDENTS 





THEY HAPPEN, 
CIN'T BE MADE 


Radio’s Intensive Campaign 
for Popularization of Lit- 
tle Help—Public Won’t 
Accept Anything Forced 
Down Their Ears — ’31 
Was Biggest Year for Di- 
versified Talent — Most 
Air Leaders Now Reach 
Mike with Reputations 


NO BIG ’32 CLICK 








Radio’s stars just seem to hap- 
pen. They’re accidents in that their 
fame suddenly comes up on a wave 
cf more or less not-to-be analyzed 
popularity with the star and the 
station, both not knowing whence 
came this startling public acclaim 
and acceptance. After it has hap- 
pened, of course, there are deduc- 


Ringling Widows 
Are Supervising 
Their Big Circus 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 
Mrs. Charlies Ringling, 63 years of 
age, is traveling with the Ringling 
Bros.-Barnum and Bailey circus and 
actively supervising the outfit. Mrs. 
Robert Ringling, her sister-in-law 
and also a widow, and Robert Ring- 
ling, Jr., are around the lot with a 
(Continued on page 26) 


Caribbean Weather 
Prediction Extends 
N. Y. Parks’ Season 


Coney Island, Westchester’s Play- 
land and other outdoor resorts 
around New York may protract 
current season through October. 
Reason is the weather prediction 
made by a Haitiian prophet that 
New York City and its environs will 
enjoy mild weaather until Nov. 1. 

How a man on the Carribean Sea 
can tell what the sky holds two 
months in advance for the folks 
up north is one of those things, but 
there are those who go by this ser- 
vice and pay for it. 

Among the subscribers is a New 
York theatre union, executives of 
which state that it has proven so 
accurate that many of the city’s 
theatre owners consult it to deter- 
mine week-end business a month in 

















advance, 
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No Scientific Farming, but Plenty 
Of Scientific Gambling 





Buy-or-Else Idea 





Al Boasberg is thinking of 
getting up a ‘blackmail pro- 
gram’ with all the world's 
worst talent, such as Cherry 
Sisters, Sir Joseph Ginzberg, 
et al., as the threats. 

Announcement would be: 
‘Now ladies and gentlemen, if 
you don’t rush out pronto and 
buy a pack of whoozis cigarets 
we'll put the Cherry Sisters - 
on the air and you'll be sorry.’ 


PALACE THRU 
AS 2-A-DAY ACE 


The Palace, New York, is through 
with big time vaudeville forever, 
amen. 

Martin Beck says there’s little 
chance in the first place for a two- 
a-day or straight vaudeville revival 
at the former foremost variety 
house, and in the second place, even 
less of a chance if business with 
vaudfilms keeps up. 

Vaudfilms probably will stick, ac- 
cording to Beck, which kills the 
double rumor that the Palace will 
either return to big time in the fall 
or switch to legit musicals. 


Near-Beer Garden in O. 
With 5 Acts and Tables 


Canton, O., Aug. 15. 


Vaudeville is due for a revival 
here after an absence of more than 
two years, with the reopening next 
week of the LaPorte open air theatre, 
near downtown. George Marlowe, 
who recently returned from Europe 
with his contortion act, is arranging 
to operate the open air theatre after 
the plan of beer gardens in Ger- 
many and other European cities. 

Policy is five acts and a stage 
band, with program changed every 
Monday. here will be a small cover 
charge, which will entitle the patron 
to a table. 

Garden has seating accommoda- 
tions for about 500, including space 
for patrons who do not want the re- 
freshments. 




















Brewery’s Air Time 


One of the big New York brewer- 
ies, now manufacturing near-beer, 
may go on the air. Idea in con- 
sidering a contract for radio is to 
be partly established on the ether 
and have a spot if repeal arrives. 


at Chi Fair 


Chicago, Aug. 15, 
Cook County—which means Chi- 
cago—is holding its first fair, A 


county fair in the midst of a big 
city and not a farmer in sight. Lots 
of peasants, perhaps, but not the 
soil-tilling hog-valeting kind. 

For a comparison to the Cook 
County Fair, imagine the 110th 
Street end of Central Park being 
converted into a New York County 
Fair. And don’t think the idea is so 
fantastic. Maybe the location is 
wrong but politicians, wise in city 
ways, conceived the Cook County 
Yair and are finding it rich in polit- 
ical and financial possibilities, East- 
ern politicians are never slow to 
borrow a good idea from the west, 
or vice versa. 

A Fair theoretically glorifies the 
farm products of the county. But 
Chicago grows nothing but pine- 
apples and is a converter, not a 
raiser, of hogs, cows, and whatnot. 
But that makes the Fair all the 
more unique. City folks keep hill- 
billy music on the radio and al- 

(Continued on Page 42) 


L. A. CLAIMS $7,000,000 
SPENT DURING OLYMPIC 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15, 
Chamber of Commerce declares 
that during the two weeks of the 
Olympics 100,0C0 visitors helped 


spend the total of $7,000,000 un- 
loosed during the games here. 


Nite Club’s Films 


Tampa, Fla., Aug. 15. 

Innovation in night club enter- 
tainment will be introduced here this 
week as Moulin Rouge adds talking 
pictures to its program. Will be- 
gin at 9 o’clock and consist princi- 
pally of shorts. Sollie Chiles, owner, 

After’an hour’s program a switch 
will be made to floor entertainment 
and dancing. 

Plan is to get customers early and 
keep them there, although club will 
not benefit much from sale of re- 
freshments or meals as $1 admit- 
tance charge per person covers film 
show, revue, dancing and all the 
ginger ale and ice one can use, 




















Dept. Stere’s Exclusive 
Advertising Via Radio 


Macon, Ga., Aug. 16. 
Dannenberg’s department store 





would profit by repeal. 
That radio also feels that beer fs 





It’s in line with other advance | 
steps being taken by those who | WMAZ after a month’s trial of the 


has signed a new contract with 


air as an exclusive advertising me- 


| dium. 


coming back is evidenced by the The first two days of the trial 
proadcasters’ salesmen _ soliciting | broadcast brought 12% increase in 
j brewery accounts for fall programs.' sales with 50% reduction in cost. 
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Sound License Is Stone Around 
Films Neck, Says WB; Claims W_E. 
Getting $8,400,000 Service Charges 


—_——— © 


“Declaring that every 10th year the 
American electrics will demand a 
new deal on sound, and will collect 
all over again“on whatever scale of 
ecests they desire, Warner Brothers 
is breaking a long silence in an ef- 
fort to enlist the entire industry on 
its side regarding its scrap with the 
sound providers. 

Dictatorship over filmdom by the 
electric companies mainly rests in 
the form of the license now used, 
especially by Western Electric, de- 
clares WB. Warners holds that only 
the breaking of this license through 
a court ruling will free the picture 
business of what it describes as the 
greatest yoke imposed by _ the 
talkers. 

WB's Contentions 

To explain their neutrality in the 
first patentless fight since sound, 
Warners, through George Quigley, 
sound legal specialist for that firm, 
gces on record for the organization 
as follows: 

Warners is not aspiring to usurp 
the electrics in the equipment field 


(Continued on page 38) 


LEMAIRE-CONNOLLY AS 
FOX ASSO. PRODUCERS 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Rufus LeMaire and Myles Con- 
nolly go to Fox as associate pro- 
ducers. Each willjhandle four pic- 
tures a year. ~ 

LeMaire recently left Warners 
when the studio asked him to take 
a cut on the raise called for in his 
contract option. 

Connolly has been at Columbia 
and previously was a producer at 
Radio. 


Metro Takes Aylesworth 
Seriously on NBC Plug 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

First competing company to get a 
break on Radio’s NBC weekly film- 
plug program will be Metro. 

Studio will be allowed the full use 
of the ‘Hollywood on the Air’ pro- 
gram Aug. 25, for a bill essentially 
Metro. 

This is in accord with M. H. 
Aylesworth’s idea to share the pro- 
gram*with other concerns. Last 
week a plug was made for Colum- 
bia’s ‘American Madness,’ which 
picture will play RKO houses. 


Find Another Silent 
With Dietrich, the 2d 


A distributing firm has dug up 
another old Marlene Dietrich silent, 
‘I Kiss Your Hand,’ Madame,’ and is 
readying it for general distribution. 
Picture has been synced in New 
York and will go out within a 
month. 

It’s the second German Dietrich 
silent to be revived. Other was 
‘Three Loves.’ 


























WB’s Radio News 





Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Warner studio publicity de- 
partment has a thrice-weekly 


air program over KFWB, 
Hollywood, which is proving 
opposition to press depart- 


ment’s. story — planters. Re- 
cently, in breaking a yarn 
about production of ‘The Mir- 
acle’ in the newspapers, same 
copy was read during the air 
program before the papers 
could print it. 

Other production. activities 
are treated similarly. 


ROACH STUDIO'S OPEN 
SESAME FOR NEW BLOOD 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Open door policy permitting ac- 
cess to studio of all agents, writers, 
directors and players has been es- 
tablished at Roach studio by Henry 
Ginsberg, production head. 
Ginsberg feels studio needs infu- 
sion of new blood. 
Since taking over his duties at 
Roach, Ginsberg has reduced pro- 
duction cost 35%, but picture people 
howl over his salary cutting proc- 
livities, 


Sennett’s New Bankroll; 
Continues Par Contract 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Assured of new bankroll within 
two weeks, Mack Sennett will con- 
tinue his Paramount contract tf 

















two-reelers on completion of 
‘Hypnotized,’ feature for World 
Wide. 


He has 25 more comedy shorts to 
make on contract calling for 30 be- 
fore July, 1933. 

Sennett is negotiating with Bing 
Crosby for two more films and has 
contracted with Charles Murray for 
six. He also is expected to re- 
engage Donald Novis, NBC singer, 
for another three. 


NEW ANIMAL PRICES 


Lions From $50 to $500, Pythons at 
$400 on Outright Buys 











Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Proprietors of southern California 
wild animal farms are again quot- 
ing fancy prices to the _ studios. 
Success of ‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ 
is back of the desire of the keepers 
of the beasts to cash in on the cycle. 
Heretofore price lists took in per 
day or per week rentals. But ac- 
cording to new schedules lions can 
be had outright for from $50 to $500, 
depending on age and _ ferocity; 
tigers from $200 to $400, pythons at 
$400, black panthers, $200; a mon- 
goose and cobra fight, with the bat- 
tle in the bag for the former, $50; 
zebras, $75, and pumas, $50. 


Par, Radio Contenders 
For Ship News Story 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Both Paramount and Radio are 
dickering for Max Miller’s book, ‘I 
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Cover the Waterfront,’ which re- 
lates a series of incidents in the 
life of Miller, San Diego ‘Sun’ ship 
reporter. 

Neither studio wants the title or 
the entire book, but plans to make 
pictures of separate episodes, 





Kenton Stays at Par 
Hollywood, Aug 15. 
At Paramount to direct one pic- 
ture, Erle C. Kenton stays on un- 
der a new contract, 


Likely he will handle the next 
Victor McLaglen- Edmund Lowe 
picture, ‘Crime of a Century,’ due 
to trio’s success with ‘Guilty as 


Hell.’ 


Hobart with LeBaron 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Henry Hobart, former producer at 
Radio, engaged by Paramount as 








executive cide to William Le Baron. 
Hobart has worked exclusively 
j}under Le Baron for the past eight 


years. 


a 

















WILL MAHONEY 


The San Francisco “Examiner” 
said: “I don’t know a man alive 
who can make a stage fall quite as 
funny as Will Mahoney can make 
it. He puts an audience through 
such an ordeal of laughter that 
they become rib-weary. Be sure 
you see Mr. Mahoney at the Fox 
Theatre, hell make you forget the 
depression.” 

Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


PAR MAY HOST 
CRITICS YEARLY 


Paramount is seriously consider- 
ing perpetuating its capacity as 
host to selected film reviewers of 
the country. Executives favor in- 
creasing the number of all-expen- 
ses-paid, early-season preview par- 
ties to one each year, with an in- 
crease in the number of invitations 
yearly. 

The party just ended only cost 
Paramount slightly over $5,000, or 
little more, it is pointed out, than 
a piece of exploitation on a single 
feature. The figure is official. It 
covers all details, including the 
railroad fares of some 50 reviewers 
representing dailies in 15 cities 
throughout the U.S, and Publix of- 
ficials who came in with them. 
Next year, if the plans now be- 
ing formulated are ratified by the 
Paramount directorate, there will 
be at least 100. reviewers repre- 
sented in the party. 

In addition to the good will Para- 
mount feels that these get-togeth- 
ers provide reviewers with a trade 
slant they seldom would get other- 
wise. 

Showing their key pictures in ad- 
vance of the season is also felt by 
Paramount to impress upon review- 
ers not only what their public is 
to see, but what the company has 
to offer. 

The visiting film critics weren't 
kept as busy as all that by Para- 
mount, the boys and girls having 
the final of the two days ‘for your 
own amusement.’ Visiting screen 
commentators were pleased with 
Paramount’s policy not to monop- 
olize their time 100%. 

Par’s insistence that all submit a 
tab for taxi fares, tips, etc., also 
impressed, especially those whose 
papers had sent them to New York 
at Par’s invitation with a special 
expense account in addition to the 
film company’s okaying practically 
everything. 














SAILINGS 


Aug. 20 (London to New York), 
Sam Morris (Leviathan). 

Aug. 20 (New York to Naples) 
William Conselman (Saturnia). 
Aug. 13 (New York to Genoa), 
Frank Parker (Augustus). 

Aug. 12 (New York to London), 
Jimmy Campbell, Harry Woods, 
Retty Balfour (Bremen). 

Aug 12 (New York to London) 
Edna Ferber, Dick and Edith Bar- 
stow (Bremen). 

Aug. 10 (New York to London), 








Lynn Fontanne, Alfred Lunt 
(Aquitania). 
Film New Acts 
Following picture players 


who are making personal stage 
appearances are reviewed in 
this issue, under New Acts, on 
page 28. 
James Kirkwood 
Arthur and Florence Lake 














Snake Couldn’t Take It 





Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Python at the Horn wild ani- 
mal studio, after being used 
for several hours in the sun 
by S. S. Millarde for an indie 
picture, succumbed to sun- 
stroke when about to be photo- 
graphed in a struggle with one 
of zoo’s attaches. Stunt was 
to be a ballyhoo for ‘Congo- 
rilla.’ 

Battle was so arranged that 
the zoo attendant was able to 
free himself from the 22 feet 
of wriggling serpent with no 
great difficulty. 

Snake was valued at $1,000, 
but Horn had previously col- 
lected $300 from Millarde cut- 
ing down the loss 30%. 


EUROPEAN TOUR 
FOR MIX WITH 
OWN RODEO 


Hoilywood, Aug. 15, 
Tom Mix, at a party he gave fop 
300 press men attending the 
Olympic games, announced that 
next February, on completion of hig 





Universal contract, he will tour 
Europe, Africa and India under 
, William Morris management. Mig 


|will take his rodeo of 12 people, 
do his own specialty and add nove 











PAR EDITORIAL BOARD 
CUT TO 4 MEMBERS 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Revamped Paramount editorial 
board, cut from 11 to four, has been 
given wider scope in selection and 
recommendation of stories. 
A. M. Botsford continues as chair- 
man and Jeff Lazarus remains as 
the only vet member. Additions are 
Hope Loring and Robert Yost. 
Richard Diggs staying on as sec- 
retary, but without a voice in the 
new setup. Board formerly fluctu- 
ated from seven to 11. 
Irving Lande, recently brought 
from New York, and Jesse Goldburg, 
are both off the board and the Par- 
amount payroll, 


Searcy Back with Mack 
For ‘Black Crows’ Shorts 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
George Searcy will be reunited 
with Charles Mack for the Moran 
and Mack series of six two-reelers 
to be made by Educational. Searcy 
was the ‘George Moran’ who split 
with Mack after Paramount’s ‘Two 
Black Crows.’ 
Series will be made in sets of 
twos with a layoff of six weeks be- 
tween pairs. 
Initialers, ‘As the Crows Fly’ and 
‘Two Black Crows in Africa,.’ go 
into production on completion of 
Mack . Sennett’s feature ‘Hypno- 
tized,’ in which Mack has a healthy 
part. Searcy this week joins his 
ex-partner for small chores in the 
picture. 














200,000 Ft. News Film 
Unreeled on Olympics 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Newsreel coverage of the Olympic 
games, ending Sunday (14), figured 
around 50,000 feet for each of the’ 
four newsreel companies. Negatives 
were developed and printed here 
daily, with prints rushed east night- 
ly by air express. | 

Daily changes were provided local 
exhibs, in many instances events of 
that day being shown at early eve- 
ning shows. 





VON STROHEIM’S MUSICAL 


Directing ‘Her Highness’ for Fox— 
Score by L. A. Attorney 








Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Fox will film a musical, ‘Her High- 
ness,’ from +. story by Eric Von 
Stroheim, who also will direct it, 
after. his current ‘Walking Down 
Broadway.’ 

Lyrics are being written by L. 
Wolfe Gilbert and music by I. B. 
Kornbloom, local attorney. 

Fox, which is going heavier than 
any of the studios currently on mu- 
sicals, will also put songs into 
‘Rackety Rax’ and ‘Hat Check Girl.’ 





Fox Sees Helene Madison 


As a Femme Weissmuller 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Fox is trying to get Helene Madi- 
son, Olympic swim champ, to sign 
an acting contract. 
Studio sees in the swimmer a 
possible femme Johnnie Weiss- 
muller. 
Another femme Olympic athlete 
to go professional will probably be 
Babe Didrickson, of Dallas, the ‘one 
girl track team.’ 
Both girls will be under manage- 
ment of George Schepps, Dallas 
business man. Foster Jacoby, Miss 
Didrickson’s trainer, is also in on 


elty acts for a two-hour show, 
Plans to wind up in London and, if 
returning in time, will play the 
Chicago World’s Fair. Novelty actg 
will be obtained abroad. 

Mix’s party was the most pre« 
tentious given the Olympic news-« 
papermen with Mix doing his entirg 
{act in single ring before guests. 


Hays Office Poll 
On Likes-Dislikes 
Now a Marathon 








The poll inaugurated by the Hayg 
office, to determine the picture likeg 
and dislikes of the public, has taken 
on the proportions of an endurance 
contest. The end now is no more in 
sight than it was when the race for 
opinion and editorial space started 
last spring. 

Virtual miles of clippings from 
newspapers of all sizes and descrip« 
tions rest in a special Haysian 
morgue. 

When Roy Knorr, overseer of the 
poll, is going to start ballot count« 
ing, only Knorr knows. Meantime, 
yards of newsprint are being added 
to that already tucked away. 
Public picture tastes, however, 
are so varied, according to the 
printed matter that the job of de« 
termining the winners would ‘be 
tough for a 10-letter man. 

So far it would seem that college 
deans go for western; eminent 
writers like cartoons, while that pub« 
lic comprising the popular audiencg 
just can’t get enough serious stuff, 


Clothes Main Assets of. 
Mackenzies and Mandy, 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Petitions in bankruptcy have been 
filed in U. S. District court by three 
screen and legit people. 
Six film people named among 
creditors of John Donald Macken« 
zie, assistant director, and Elinoré 





Jackson Mackenzie, actress, . his 
wife, in their joint bankruptcy 
petition. 


Estate of Robert Ames is listed 
for $200; Reginald Denny, $50; 
Walter Percival, $52; Charles Cole« 
man, $35; Robert Presnell ,$100, and 
Grayze Hampton, $500. 

Total liabilities are $4,375; ase 
sets wearing apparel and Macken« 
zie’s war insurance, 

Jerry Mandy, actor also peti« 
tioned for bankruptcy, listing $8,< 
660 debts, mostly to hospitals and 
doctors , and wardrobe as_ solé 
asset. 


Chaplin’s Ex-P. A. and 


Cameraman Film Sceni¢ 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Carlyle Robinson, former p. a. for 
Charles Chaplin, and Rollie Tothe- 
roh, comedian’s ex-cameran, havé 
just completed a 16,000 mile tour of 
California for a two-reel- scenic, 
titled ‘Land of Gold.’ 
Financing themselves, the ex- 
Chaplinites will film other states in 
similar manner if initialer goes 
over. 
Probable that Sol Lesser 
handle release on the first. 





will 





Puzzle Demand 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Metro received a communication 
from W.S. Van Dyke, who is direct 
ing “Eskimo” in Alaska, requesting 
they send him several hundred cross 
word puzzles. 

Want something to do during thé 
long nights. 


NEW ‘JUBILO’ REWRITE 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
‘Jubilo,’ next Will Rogers’ picturé 
at Fox, due for production Aug. 29, 
is getting a new rewrite. 
Assigned to writing task aré 











tne deal. 


Philip Klein and Barry Connors. 
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NEW RUSH FOR 


~ ALL-BRITISH 
CASTS 


, Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


! Preparation on current production 
f five pictures with British locales 
as created a demand for English 
eatured players exceeding the sup- 
ly for the first time since talkers. 
In production of Metro’s ‘Smilin’ 

Whrovgh’ and ‘Payment Deferred,’ 

and Sam Goldwyn’s ‘Cynara.’ Pre- 

paring are Fox's ‘Cavalcade’ and 

‘Sherleck Holmes.’ 

Those listed will require about 
175 feature, small part and bit play- 
ers, all with an English accent. Less 
than 30 English featured players are 
in Hollywood. 

Demand has half the actors here 
@dropping their ‘h’s’ or affecting a 
Back Bay accent, according to the 
part they are after. 

During the run of ‘Cynara’ at the 
Biltmore theatre agents flocked to 
it in hopes of getting members of 
the all-English cast for pictures. 
Agents are forgetting their domestic 
clients temporarily, in the hope that 
they’il be able to boost the salaries 
ef the Britishers. 


‘Still’ Boys Resent 
‘Candid Camera’ of 
Lyon, and His Edge 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Free lance photographers are 
growling over Ben Lyon's yen for 
amateur photography and his use 
ef a ‘candid camera.’ Lyon has been 
pot-shotting around the _ studios 
where he is working, then sending 








.the pictures to fan mags gratis. 


Lyon consistently beat the ‘space’ 


~.boys on Olympic studio stuff due 


to his access to the lots. Photogs 


also found out he spends his off- 
-gtage time snapping informal pic- 


tures of studio pals and associates. 

Free lancers plan to retaliate by 
yefusing to mug Lyon or his wife, 
Bebe Daniels, when they attend any 
ef the formal functions or open- 


ings. 





Heath’s Up 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Percy Heath, in charge of Para- 
mount writers, kas been promoted 
to associate producer. First as- 
signment is ‘The Bookworm Turns,’ 
with Allison Skipworth and Stuart 
Erwin. 

Merritt Hurlburd, recently from 
Satevepost staff, succeeds Heath as 
the whipcracker over the writers. 
Hurlburd was an associate producer 
under the Schulberg regime. 


Von Stroheim’s Speed 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Eric von Stroheim established a 
speed record on his first day of 
shooting (Friday), for ‘Walking 
Down Broadway’ (Fox). Director 
shot one sequence of 14 scenes in 
four hours. 

That’s a lot record for Fox and 











a world’s record for von Stroheim. 





Montgomery’s Appendix 
Holds Up ‘Tin Foil’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Metro will hold up ‘Tin Foil’ for 
three weeks until return of Robert 
Montgomery. Latter is recovering 
from ar appendicitis operation. Pic- 
ture was shooting two weeks when 
its male lead was stricken. 

Studio tried to obtain Edmund 
Lowe, couldn’t, and decided to wait 
for Montgomery. 


Lloyd East for Visit 


Before Starting Next 


Aug. 193. 


Hollywood, 

Ne long vacation will be taken 
by Harold Lloyd before starting his 
next picture. Comedian plans .to 
leave for New York before Sept. 1 
for a three weeks’ stay. 

On return he expects to start pre- 
liminarics on his next story, with 


production scheduled in December. 





Silent Sound Click 





Unusual enough to cause 
comment is the apparent click 
with the New York public of 
Henry Armetta. That goes for 
Broadway and suburban thea- 
tres. 








Armetta is an Italian free- 
lancing in support parts as 
an excitable native son. His 
appearance on local’ screens 
has been drawing repeated 
giggles of recognition’ re- 
gardless of where or how he 
is cast. As far as known it’s 
been going on for about five or 
six weeks, and may have been 
induced by his performance in 
‘Huddle’ (M-G) in which he 
played Novarro’s father. He 
also did a series of shorts for 
Radio. 

‘Variety's’ reviewers have 
noted the stir caused by Ar- 
metta in the theatres but didn’t 
figure it unique until the con- 
sistency of the welcome made 
of it something beyond the 
ordinary. 


‘SPAIN’ GIRLS 
COST $18,700 


In picking 75 girls for ‘Kid from 
Spain’ (Eddie Cantor), Sam Gold- 
wyn spent $18,700 for tests. Aver- 
age cost per test, after deduction 
of executive salaries, overhead, in- 
terviewing, etc., runs to nearly $90. 
This includes tests both in New 
York and Hollywood. 

Of the 8,855 girls interviewed, a 
total of 648 tests were put through 
in order to reach the finally okayed 
76. Probably the biggest bill ever 
run up for tests on any picture. 

Eleven tests were submitted vol- 
untarily from foreign countries wilh 
one girl accepted, Diana Winslow. 


WB RENEWS GLASMON; 
BRIGHT OUT AS WRITER 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Story writing team of Kubec 
Glasman and John Bright has been 
split by Warners’ action in taking 
up their option on Glasmon, but not 
renewing Bright. Pair had been to- 
gether since they came to Holly- 
wood from a Chicago newspaper. 

Other Warner writers with a new 
nitch in their contracts are John 
Larkin, Howard J. Green and Sid- 
ney Sutherland, latter originally 
brought out from ‘Liberty’ on a 
short termer. 























6 Wks. to 6 Mos. for 
Sid Sutherland at WB 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Sidney Sutherland, ‘Liberty’ mag- 
azine writer, brought to Burbank 
by Warner Bros. on a six weeks’ 
trial, has been given a six months’ 
contract. 

New reader followed his comple- 
tion of ‘The Match King,’ his first 
assignment, within four weeks. 
Story is an adaptation of a recent 
novel. 

Leo Morrison negotiated the deal. 





RKO Retains Hepburn 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Katherine Hepburn, here from 
New York legit for ‘Bill of Divorce- 
ment,’ remains at Radio as a con- 
tract player. 

Her agreement called for the one 
picture, with an option for a term- 
er, Which studio has taken up. 


Studio Man in Crash 


Atlantic City, Aug. 15. 

Albert McGovern, picture studio 
man, was seriously injured when a 
transcontinental bus, in which he 
was returning to his home here 
from Hollywood, crashed on the 
Colorado Springs-Pueblo highway. 
south of Colorado Springs, Col., 
Thursday (12). 

His wife received a message that 
McGovern had received a _ possible | 
fractured vertebrae and left im- 





Moss Hart’s Original 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Moss Hart, here via the Canal on | 





'a three months Metro contract, as- 


signed to do an original comedy. } 








mediately for the west. | 
| 


Extras’ Big Week 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Past week saw extra work climb 
to a new season's high, with 6,466 
placements, nearly 1,000 increase 
over previous seven days. 

Top mark was 420 Chinese used 
in ‘Bitter Tea of General Yen’ at 
Columbia, followed Ly 255 negroes 
for African scenes in ‘Kong,’ Radio 
production. Columbia also in third 
spot, with 202 football game spec- 
tators for ‘That’s My Boy.’ 


‘THOSE BIG BROWN EYES’ 
ARE NOW LAMBS’ WOOL 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


A new wrinkle in femme form 
flashes is synthetic hips and busts 
being made out of lamb’s wool by 
an undercover modiste here, who is 
reported supplying the fake flash 
to several film femmes noted for 
the physical allure. 

Substance is waterproof and can 
be worn under a bathing suit, 
whereas former symmetrical acces- 
scries were taboo in water. With 
the gals cavorting around beach 
clubs throwing out the lung and hip 
flash, natural assumption is they are 
on the square. 

Discoverer of wool idea is sworn 
to secrecy, allowing the girls to 
wear the school-girl forms with 
some c . ‘ee of mental ‘comfort. 

As to physical comfort, no one 
has been able to get an interview 
out of femmes who go for the gag. 

Boys who know of the fake fig- 
ure that sooner or later the tip-off 
is bound to be a scratching epi- 
demic.. 














Mary Hay Returns 
As Ballroom Dancer 


Mary Hay and Davidd Bath hav- 
ing split, the first Mrs. Richard 
Barthelmess is back again dancing 
with Charles Sabin. They’re in for 
a fortnight at the Central Park 
Casino where they succeeded Veloz 
and Yolanda. Latter pair go to 
the Ross-Fenton Farms, New Jer- 
sey, for a week. 

Miss Hay hasn’t done any exhib- 
ition ballroom dancing for over two 
years, or since marrying Bath. 
Latter, an -Jnglishman, became a 
tabloid reporter in New York and 
later handled press work work for 
Mort. Downey who shifted him into 
the CBS publicity dept. 


Keith Weeks at U 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Keith Weeks, formerly Movietone 
City’s studio manager and head of 
the sound department at Fox, goes 
to Universal as associate producer. 

Weeks’ first assignment is to an 
original on which he is now at 
work. 


Steno Who Made Grade 
On RKO ‘Consent’ Tour 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Radio is sending Dorothy Wilson 
to San Francisco (19) for a per- 
sonal appearance at the opening of 
‘Age of Consent.” She goes on to 
Salt Lake City Aug. 28 for premiere 
there. 

These personals,are part of the 
RKO national exploitation tie-in 
with business colleges on angle of 
the ‘stenographer who made the pic- 
ture grade.’ 

















MG-Tracey Deal Off 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Deal between Metro and Lee 
Tracey fell through. Studio wanted 
to give player a term contract 
without limitation on number of 
pictures, but Tracey wanted a clause 
providing for not more than four 
pictures a year, which was refused. 

After current ‘Washington Merry- 
Go-Round’ at Columbia, Tracey 
goes to Radio for ‘Phantom Fate.’ 
After that he says he'll go east to 
rest. 


NEW BREAK FOR MURRAY 


Hollywocd, Aug. 15. 

James Murray, out of pictures for 
almost two years, and engaged this 
week for lead in Universal's serial 
‘Lost Special,’ also gets a second 
break. 

He has been engaged for Para- 
mount’s ‘Siren of the Cross.’ 





Skolsky and Hart 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Sid Skolsky, New York's tab 
columnist, played a scene in 
Al Jolson’s ‘New Yorker,’ but 
only after such things as bill- 
ing, makeup and correct light- 
ing were ironed out. 

Almost refused to go through 
with it because everyone else 
in the scene overshadowed 
him, until Lorenz Hart was re- 
cruited to play opposite him. 

Tough part was to light 
Skolsky’s beard. 


RICHMAN-PAR 
$220,000 DEAL 


A combination stage-screen con- 
tract with Paramount-Publix that 
will net him approximately $220,000 
in less than a year depends upon 
of a screen test Harry 

is taking for Par this 














results 


Richman 
week. 

Deal involves 20 stage weeks ar.d 
one talker. If the screen test 
misses, a separate Publix stage 
contract for Richman is likely, at 
$5,000 per. 

Richman returns to the Para- 
mount, New York, Aug. 29 for two 
weeks. He was forced out last week 
by illness. 

Richman has another business 
date this week, with Warners. 
They'll talk about a straight policy 
for the Hollywood, New York, with 
Richman handling the shows as 
Lou Holtz did last season. 

This would come after the thea- 
tre concludes its twice daily run of 
‘Life Begins’ (WB) starting this 
month. 





Rushing Susa 


Charlotte Susa, Germany's lead- 
ing dramatic film actress, left Sat- 
urday (13) for the Coast to take up 
her new Metro contract. She had 
arrived from Berlin only one day 
previously and was hurried west by 
M-G. 

Miss Susa has a two-year con- 
tract and will be used only for dra- 
matic parts. She speaks fair Eng- 
lish and has been practicing up on 
the rest of it in order to be able to 
go to work within the next few 
weeks. 








U Co-Starring Lukas, 


. “e ‘ 
Tala Birell in ‘Nagama 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Paul Lukas and Tala Birell will 
be co-starred by Universal in 
‘Nagama,’ an original by Lester 
Cohen and Dale Van Every. This 
is Miss Birell’s first picture since 
‘Doomed Battalion,’ and initial fea- 
ture on the lot for Lukas since he 
was put under contract four months 
ago. Has been out on loan. 
Ernst L. Frank directing. Pro- 
duction starts last week in August. 


Lillian Bond-Fox? 


Lillian Bond and Fox are talking 
long term contract. Includes a spot 
in ‘Cavalcade.’ 

Frank Orsatti, Hollywood agent, 
is in New York representing Miss 
Bond. He returns west this week. 


> 








Conselman Sailing 





Place Cards the Bunk on Coast 
If Not Jibing with Guests’ Ideas 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

thing at the 
dinner table just doesn’t mean a 
thing to the Hollywood film aris- 
tocracy, not if it carries with it the 
separation of the boys from the 
current girl friends, and vice versa. 

The Fairbanks-Pickford swank 
dinner the other night to 190 guests 
Was a case in point. All the tin 
hats of the Olympic games were 
there; likewise one prince and nu- 
merous other smaller fry from noble 
and ex-noble families. 

Came the matter of placing the 
customers, inasmuch as royalty was 
among those present. Cards desig- 
nated the table places and that went 
for the film, Cabot and Lowells as 
well. Whoever doped out the rat- 
ings somehow overlooked the pal 
aspect of the thing. And were the 
faces of the Hollywoodians scarlet 


That social rating 


when they lamped the _ seating 
cards? 
Bolder than the rest, the only 


chatter writer invited to the splurge 
picked up her ticket and pulled a 
quick change. This gave courage te 
the film comic to move his card 
next to the new blonde. Then fol- 
lowed some general card palming. 

It might have seemed a bit hectic 
to the honored visitors, but it was 
jake with the film royalty and the 
also rans. 


Bedtime Stories, Not 
Scandal from Studios, 
New Edict of Papers 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Reaction to dirt columns is being 
noticed at studios with newspapers 
requesting material free from scan- 
dal. 

Small town papers are leading 
movement with syndicates and wire 
services that supply them feeing 
movement will spread to metropoli- 
tan dailiés. 

Associated and United Press have 








tabooed off color stuff for their 
daily column services. Others have 
followed. 


Papers with large in-the-home 
circulations are prime movers. 
Claim is that dirt, while oke for 
street sales, is n. g. when thrown 
on the fireside. 

Fan mags, however, are still after 
scandal with their ebbing circula- 
tion unwilling to respond to any- 
thing not spotted with personal 
grime. 

Laying off filth is another worry 
for chatterers, who have been hav- 
ing tough time digging legit news. 
Studios welcome switch, but are in 
a spot in attempt to hand out news 
to everyone. Of the many writers 
making the studios daily, about 20 
are important. Remainder feel they 
are big shots and, while little at- 
tention is paid to their squawking, 
it adds to press department head- 
aches, 


Metro-Beery Pout 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Metro is trying to continue Wal- 
lace Beery when his next option, 
due October, at the same figure 
comes up. 
Beery wants more and Metro is 
pouting. 


Three Studies Bid for 


Lewis’ ‘Anne Vickers’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Metro, Paramount and Radio all 
bidding for Sinclair Lewis’ current 
novel, ‘Anne Vickers,” running in 
‘Red Book.’ 
Radio wants it for Ann Harding. 

















Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
William Conselman, Fox writer on LI AMI IND 
leave of absence from the studio, LY D TA IN TE “ 
left here for New York to sail Aug. } Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
20 on the Saturnia, for Naples. J. G. Bachman has engaged Lily 
He will make a survey of Europe Damita for lead in ‘Goldie,’ inde- 
€ make & |} y of Murope | pendent, for Radio. 
| from an American writer's view- Picture goes in production Aug 
] Boing, and report RACE te WUe Ss eg, Ghat Mt. Clale Geecting, °° Y - 
’ . . . 
Clarke-Sherman’s Indie Ai Rogell’s Wife III 
& Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. Marian Douglas, actress, wife of 
avhé fali ( bias, m¢ et Ps) wile 
Mae Clark will do another for! Al Rogell, director, fs ill with pneu- 
K-B-S | monia, 
Will play opposite Lowell Sher- | Mrs. Rogell is at the Cedars of 





}man in ‘False Faces.’ 


' Lebanon 


hospital. 
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BRK Of Dual Bills by Oct. 1: 


Would Like to 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 
Balaban and Katz will drop 
double features before Oct. 1. That 
is officially admitted and is said to 
be contingent upon nothing else. It 
is expected all circuits here will fol- 





low suit. But even if there are 
holdouts B&K will return to single 
features. 

While there may possibly be 


some clipping of prices in certain 
neighborhoods, because of the one 
picture policy, B&K contemplates 
no price reductions generally. Cuts 
of five or 10 cents at the most and 
in selected spots, are all the circuit 
has in mind. 

Return of stage shows for some 
of these houses is not anticipated 
by B&K, but in any general aban- 
donment of the dual nuisance there 
are bound to be some openings and 
need for acts whether with B&K 
or the lesser circuits. 

Fed Up 


No doubt whatever that Chicago’s 
film industry is sick unto nausea 
af double bills, a burden for the 
past three years and.. growing 
constantly worse. Balaban and Katz 
was the last to surrender, to the 
movement. While the policy proved 
successful in several of the larger 
theatres, B&K has long been call- 
ing for bicarbonate of soda as to 
the others. B&K more than any 
other circuit or booking combine 
found itself burning up product at 
a terrific rate. In the big ex-delux- 
ers chain was combining two class 
pictures at bargain rates. 

Big houses, and the exchanges, 
would like to peg.admission at 20 
cents minimum and some conver- 
sation has been in progress along 
that line. However, the 10 and 15- 
centers are quick to cry monopoly, 
freeze-out, and other accusations, 
so nothing is expected to come of 
that. Allied, as spokesman for the 
indies, is said not to be able to 
pledge its own membership to any 
20-cent policy, but will co-operate 
to make the double feature thing 
take wing into history. 


L. A’S TOP AD BARRAGE 
FOR PAST TWO YEARS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
With a lineup of what they re- 
gard as out<*’ «ding b.o. features 
for eurrent wéek, advertising execs 
of local deluxers put on a display 
splurge in the dailies Thursday (11), 
that made the oldtimers open their 
eyes. 
* Space used in each of the five 
dailies totalled* 231 inches, with 
F-WC using more than 50%. Based 
on combined rate per inch of $27.96, 
total cost of theatre advertising for 
the day amounted to around $6,900. 
Following day 159 inches were used. 
Barrage was biggest of its kind 
for local territory in two years. 


Par Will Retain L. I. 
Lot as Emergency Plant 


Revival of the Long Island As- 
toria plant as an emergency studio 
fer the east is indicated by Para- 
mount. Partial belief in the home 
office is that the shooting of sev- 
eral sequences there for ‘Big Broad- 
cast’ will serve as an opening wedge 
to keep the property in readiness 
for future camera work, 

Astoria studios have been on the 
market since closing without a bid- 
cer. Plant is felt by Paramount to 
be mere valuable than just for its 
real estate. Company’s original in- 
vestment in Astoria represented 
around $1,000,000, 


EXCHANGE MAN’S DIVORCE 


Des Moines, fa., Aug. 15. 

W. O. Galloway, manager of Edu- 
cational film exchange here, sued 
for divorce by Mary Galloway, who 
charges cruelty. She asks $150 a 
month alimony and #450 support 
money tor a minor child. Couple 
were married in 1918, 


WRESTLING SHORTS 
Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Beverly Hills Productions will 
make a series of wrestling shorts, 
*Catch-as-Catch-Can.’ 
Films will feature William San- 
dow, manager, and such mat men as 
Joe Savoldi and Gus Sonnenberg. 

















Fstablish 20c Low 


METRO’S 75% REMAKE 


On Dressler-Moran ‘Prosperity’— 
Four Writers Assigned 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

With a 75% remake of ‘Prosperity’ 
scheduled at Metro, Sylvia Thalberg, 
Yrank Butler and Zelda Sears have 
been assigned tc write a new story 
with instruction to keep in as 
much as possible of the original pic- 
ture for economy’s sake, 

Trio being dramatic writers, John 
P. Medbury has been engaged to 
work with them and spot the gags. 
Sam Wood gets the directorial as- 
signment on the revamped edition 
of this Dressler- Moran picture, 


FOX-SKOURAS 
ROXY TERMS 


Under Skouras operation of the 
Roxy, New York, which reopens 
Saturday (20), only $75,000 or half 
of the amount of receivers’ certifi- 
cates allowed by the Federal Court 
will be utilized in the operation of 
the house. Arrangements this way 
are already set. That part is taken 
care of by the bondholders’ group. 
Fox Film’s end is the management 
under which it shares the expense 
of the house operation by subor- 
dinating its film rentals, Fox’s share 
of the income begins after the op- 
erating budget has been met weekly. 
Thus Fox will receive the first $10,- 
000 after the house nut; the second 
$10,000. is. split 50-50,between the re- 
ceiver and Fox; third $10,000 is 
split 40-60 between Fox and re- 
ceiver and the fourth $10,000 is 
split 33-67 between Fox and the re- 
ceiver. 

Where other than Fox films will 
be played, Fox Film shares after 
such film rental has been paid. 
Seale of admission on reopening 
was still to be determined yester- 
day (15). No ‘names’ are slated for 
the reopening week. Feature is 
‘First Year’ (Fox). 

Under Skouras, who will operate 
for Fox, Frank Cambria will be 
managing director of the house and 
directly handling the stage with 
Harry Hollander, former Publix pro- 
duction chief, assisting. 

Ted Leaper will be house man- 
ager and A. P. Waxman handling 
exploitation. House continues to 
operate with the Roxy name. 


10 Films in Production 
Sets New Peak for Par 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Highwater mark in Paramount 
production will be reached this week 
with 10 pictures in the making. 
Features working will be ‘Madison 
Square Garden,’ ‘Honest Finder,’ 
‘Night of June 13,’ ‘Phantom Presi- 
dent,’ ‘Heritage of the Desert,’ ‘Sign 
of the Cross,’ ‘Farewell to Arms,’ 
‘Night After Night,’ ‘Hot Saturday’ 
and ‘The Bookworm Turns.’ 
Studio will have it’s biggest free 
lance payroll in the past 12 months 
with more than 200 players, con- 
tract people, getting envelopes, 

Extras also will get a break with 
around 1,200 scheduled to work 
during the week. 


‘Life Begins’ 2 Daily, 
Lifts From Release List 


Warners has taken ‘Life Begins’ 
off its general release schedule and 
will handle it as a special. Picture 
will reopen the WB Hollywood the- 
atre, New York, for a twice daily 
run Aug. 26. 

Warners is also establishing a na- 
tional exploitation department to be 
headed by Lou Goldberg. Latter 
has been with the organization on 
Broadway house publicity for about 
|& year. Department is reported a 
prepardness move in case ‘Life Be- 
































gins’ is nationally road shown. 
Picture is adapted from the play 
;of the same name which opened in 


| New York last March and ran but 


| one week, 





(Subject to Change) 





| Ist Runs on Broadway 
| 
Week Aug. 19 
| Paramount—‘Devil and. the 
Deep’ (Metso). 
Capitol — ‘Speak Easily’ 

(Metro) (18). 

Strand — ‘Two Against the 
World’ (WB) (18). 

Mayfair — ‘Hold 
(Radio) (18). 


’Em Jail’ 


Rivoli—‘Love Me ‘Tonight’ 
(Par) (17). 

Winter Garden — ‘Crooner’ 
(WB) (18). 


Rialto—‘Horsefeathers’ (Par) 
(2nd week). 





Roxy — ‘First Year (Fox) 
(20). 
Week Aug. 26 
Paramount — ‘70,000 Wit- 
nesses’ (Par). 
Capitol—‘Last Mile’ (Tiff). 


Strand—‘Tiger Shark’ (FN). 

Rivoli—‘Love. Me. Tonight’ 
(Par) (2nd week). 

Winter Garden — ‘Crooner’ 
(WB) (2nd week). 

Rialto—'‘Horsefeathers’ (Par) 
(3rd week). 





Roxy— ‘First Year’ (Fox) 
2nd week). 
$2 Pictures 


‘Grand Hotel’ (Metro) (As- 
tor) (18th week). 

‘Life Begins’ (WB) (Holly- 
wood) (25). 





Foreign Films . 
‘Rasputin’ (Capital). (Ger- 
man) (Europa) (5th week). 
‘Fa'l des Oberst Redl’ (Sonor) 
ae (Little Carnegie) 

). 

‘Shoen ist die Manoeverzeit’ 
(German) (World Trade) 
(Hindenberg) (18). 

‘House of Doom’ (Russian) 








(Amkino) (Cameo) (2nd week*. 


Allied Plugs Vaude, 
But Specifies 257 of 
Agents’ Fees for Funds 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Allied Exhibitors, through its lo- 
cal house organ, is actively plug- 
ging vaudeville for the coming sea- 
fon. 
Meanwhile, Allied wants the in- 
dependent vaude agencies in. town 
to contribute 244% of their book- 
ing fees to the Allied treasury. As 


a means of producing revenue for 
Allied vaudeville follows Tiffany 
features, Kinogram newsreels and 
advertising shorts. But vaudeville 
is a long way from being accepted 
by Allied theatres as yet. Maybe 40 
Allied houses are vaude possibilities. 











Phil Goldstone Gets 
RCA’s 16 mm Projection 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Distribution of RCA’s new 16mm 
sound projection equipment will be 
handled out here by Phil Goldstone 
New equipment carries trade name 
of Rayco and sells for $150. 

Goldstone will establish libraries 
for film and will reduce regular fea- 
tures from 35mm to 16mm. All Ma- 
jestic features, Goldstone’s prdouc- 
tion company, will be in the libraries 
after they have played their theatre 
dates. 


PLAY DATES AS 
GOLF PRIZES 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Golf balls, sweaters, sox, sport 
coats, dinner sets may tickle van- 
ity, but the honey prizes at golf 
tourneys for southern California 
film men and exhibs at Lakeside, 
Aug. 11, were play dates, theatre 
supply purchase. orders, 24 sheets 
and window cards. 

Cooperative Exchange donated the 
date on ‘Wild Women of ‘Borneo’ 
to Carl Graff, Rivoli, L. A.; Fox 
presented Simon Lazarus, Circle, 
L. A., and Al Hanson, F-WC, L. A., 
with five 24 sheets; National Thea- 
tre Supply divided $15 purchase 
order with Ernie Sexton, Temple, 
L. A., and H. Baffa, Vox, Eagle 
Rock; P. C. Peterson, Gem, Salt 
Lake, thanked American Printing 
for 3,000 heralds. 


Farnol Going Par 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Report here is that Lyn Farnol 
will join the Paramount publicity 
forces this autumn and will head- 
quarter in the east. 
Farnol has long been affiliated 
with United Artists through acting 
as personal representative of Sam 
Goldwyn in New York. . 


VIDOR STILL MEGS ‘MANCHU’ 
: Culver City, Aug. 15. 
‘Mask of Fu Manchu,’ halted at 
Metro last Wednesday by story 
difficulty, went back into produc- 
tion Saturday (13). with Charles 




















Vidor, reported off, still megging. 





Hollywood 





Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and. placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


weekly ‘Variety.’ 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on. the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


department. 





Too Much Duffy 
Ben Bard-Henry Duffy deal for 
two-a-day vaude at the El Capitan 
is cold, Bard claiming too much 
Duffy interference. May go to the 
Hollywood Playhouse now. 
— 
South Seas Atmosphere 
Irving Willett, director, and Glen 
Kirschner, cameraman, on way to 
Tahiti for background sea stuff for 
U’s ‘Black Pearl.’ 





Kilpatrick Stays 
Tom Kilpatrick, sent by U to 
Spain for bullfight material for 
‘Men Without Fear,’ staying to 
work on continuity of ‘The Rebel,’ 
being made in Europe by Luis 
Trencker, 





Ford Instead of Farrell 
Unable to borrow Charles Farrell 
from Fox, Warners has Wallace 
Ford on loan from Metro to play 
opposite. Joan Blondell in ‘Central 
Park’ 





Betty Lawford’s First 
First film part for Betty Lawford, 
stage, is lead in ‘Cat’s Paw’ at 
Radio, 





Europe for Connie Bennett 
Constance Bennett goes to Europe 
for six weeks following completion 
of ‘Rockaby’ at Radio. Returns to 
be starred in ‘Sun Also Rises,’ Er- 
nest Hemingway novel. To be di- 
rected by E. H. Griffith, with Hor- 





ace Jackson adapting. 





Ringside Faces 
Grantland Rice, Damon Runyon, 
Prank Menke and Jack Lait pounded 
typwriters in ringside scenes for 
Charles Rogers’ ‘Madison Square 
Garden.’ 





Bakalenikoff’s Score 
Constantine Bakalenikoff writing 
score for J. I. Schitzner’s ‘Second 
Fiddle.’ 





Nacio Brown East 
' Schwab and DeSylva’s musical, 
‘Humpty Dumpty,’ has taken Nacio 
Herb Brown, composer, to Broad- 
way. 





‘Rain’ for Chinese 
U.A.’s ‘Rain’ expected to follow 
‘Strange Interlude’ into Grauman’s 
Chinese. 





Jim Murray’s Serial 
Universal will try a James Mur- 
ray comeback, giving him lead in 
serial, ‘Lost Special.’ 





No Free Guests 
Al Mannon sgsupplants rent free 
‘guests’ at Tec Art studio by com- 
panies ready for immediate pro- 
duction, 





Henderson’s Try 
Dick Henderson, vaude comic, to 
try pictures. 





Up for Dover 
Secretary to Darryl Zanuck for 
six years, William Dover moves up 
(Continued on page 31) 


Bulls Take Market in Hand Again: 
Rails Lead List Up Cautiously 


+ ——_—_— 


—» 


By AL GREASON 


After a morning of uncertainty, ° 


the bull sponsors took the market 
in hand again, yesterday (Mon.), 
but in a conservative way, and, un- 
der leadership of the railroads, the 
entire list went into a gradual re- 
covery, gaining momentum and 
closing at its best for the day with 
gains from 1 to 4 points scattered 
liberally over the table. 
Amusements shared in the return 
to constructive effort, with Loew 
moving in fair volume and advanc-' 
ing with healthy steadiness after 2 
lower opening. Best of the day for 





Yesterday’s | Prices 





Net 
Sales. 


100 Con. F. pf. 5% 5% S5%—% 
7,200 East. K...'51% 48% 51%+42% 


56 
‘ 8,000 WB wv... .-24% 28% 24% 














Loew was 27%, only a point and a 
half from the top on the recovery 
last week, and closing at 27%, net 
up more than @ full point. : 
Campaign was resumed aggres-~'' 


sively in Paramount, which climbed: 


to 5%, holding the gain of nearly 
a point through to the gong. Bonds 
were easier at the start of the day, 
but improved as trading progressed, 
closing from unchanged to fraction- 
ally up. cot 
Kodak showed a disposition tow 
tighten up on last week’s new shorts 
and gained more than 2 points on 
the day. 


chinery issues made_ sensational)! 
gains, the latter on the better ap- 
pearance of the grain markets. 
Loew’s directors were expected to 
meet yesterday to vote on the fall 
quarter dividend, but, with a num- 
ber of the board members out of 
town, they could not gec a quorum 
and the action will go. over to Sept. 


(Continued on page 19) 


‘Comeback’ Rubin’s First 
Indie; He’lt Quit Acting 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

The Penny Rubin-Phil Goldstone 
deal, whereby comic will produce 
18 pictures for Majestic release, has 
been set. Rubin intends to step from 
the acting ranks after the first one, 

Initialer will be ‘The Comeback,® 
football story, being written by 
Zarle Snell and which Frank 
Shayer will direct. After that Rubin 
will devote his time to front office 
work. 


MG Buys ‘Red Dust’ 


Metro has purchased ‘Red Dust,’ 
Wilson Collison’s stage play, for 











Clark Gable and Jean Harlow. Vic«-. 
tor Fleming spotted to meg. 


Picture goes in production within 
two months. No writing assign-. 
ments yet. : 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Joe Brandt. 

Nacio Herb Brown. 
William Conselman. ' 
Jack Durant. 

Ben Goetz. 

Bob Goldstein. 
Rosalie Lynn. 
Adolphe Menjou. 
Marilyn Miller. 
Frank Mitchell. 

B. P. Schulberg, 
Herschel Stuart. 
Frank Tuttle. 
Walter Wagner. 
Charles Williams. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Martin Becl:. 
Harold Franklin. 
N. Brewster Morse. 
Al Rackin. 

Phil Reisman. 

Bob Sisk. 
Charlotte Susa. 
Louis B. Mayer. 
Frank Orsatti. 











High. Low. Last.chge, }/' 
900 Col. Pic...,11% 10% 11% + % |]; 
5% 5% | 








8%+% |, 





1,700 Fox , ..... +. 8% 3% 
8,900 Loew .... 27% 25% 27%41% 
100 Loew’ pf.. 60% 694 694%—% 1! 
6,300 Par-P .... 5% 4% 5%+.% 
200 Pathe. A... 3 3 3 
45,200 RCA ‘..:.. 8% 7% 8% 41% 
2,100 RKO .,... 4% 4 4%+% 
3,500 WB ...... 2%, 2 24+ % 
‘ BONDS , 
$10,000 Gen.. Thr.. 4 8% 4+% 
12,000 Keith ‘ 37% 40 
2.000 Loew ..... 8° 85 8 
- 2,000 Par-F-L .. 81% 31% 81%— % 
21,000 Par-P ... 28% 26 28% 
2,000 Pathe’ .... 57% i - 


Certain specialties likes 
DuPont and the agricultural ma-0 
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Katy Says Coast Was 90% at Fault; 
Those with Grouches Entitled to Em 


a 








Virtually every exhibitor would 
like to take a crack at production 
to prove that it’s Hollywood and 
mot the theatres which are at fault. 

Sam Katz is about the first the- 
atre man to have the wish really 
materialize, and he’s back from the 
Coast with most of the answers. 

Returning to New York after his 
initial three months of Paramount 
picture making, Katz believes that 
the average present-day producer 
has opened his mind so wide that 
‘he is listening to anyone who isn’t 
completely screwey.’ — 

The Katz conclusion, however, is 
that Hollywood has been 90% at 
fault, and that if the picture is good 
most of the theatre’s problems are 
pver. 


At the same time he stresses that 


the theatre has problems other than 
the picture which must be corrected. 
It is his idea to conduct his own 
picture making in relation to Pub- 
lix theatres before attempting to 
find out what the minor b.o. ail- 
ments are and go after them. 
Splitting Time 

As theatre supervisor and produc- 
tion overseer, Katz states he will 
fmaugurate no further changes in 
the policy of either. He has made 
wp his mind, he declares, to divide 
his time evenly between the two 
Coasts until the 1932-’33 season is 
pver. 

Regarding theatres, Katz said he 
is counting upon good pictures hold- 
ing admissions up. He holds that 
production failed to keep pace with 
depression times, not so much from 
the standpoint of cash outlay as 
from angles which would give the 
picture the bargain stamp at the 
box office. ‘If we guess right this 
fall then we will be able to deter- 
mine what, if any, other changes 
may be necessary.’ 

What Katz Found 

Katz credits his theatre -experi- 
ence only with giving him a fresh 
outlook on production. That out- 
look, he believes, enabled him to 
gee prod*tion in this light: 

That © idustry couldn’t expect 
an» hing -ce than it got from the 
bad pictures and the way they were 
Deing turned out; that men with a 
golid show business background 
will be the producers of tomorrow, 
and that those who fell by the 
wayside and returned to the east 
with a grouch, did so mainly be- 
cause of the short-sightedness of 
the studios themselves; that most 
of the studios now realize there is a 
wast difference between the tech- 
nique cf the stage and the screen, 
and that every man from the legiti- 
mate.must be made to serve a well 
rounded apprenticeship in the studio 
before being entrusted with any 
important phase of a picture. 

Hollywood has too many new 
minds to get into a rut, Katz ob- 
served. 





Herschel Stuart’s Quick 
Trip; Franklin to Coast 


Herschel Stuart is expected back 
today (Tuesday) from a fast trip to 
the Coast, where he looked over the 
RKO situation. Bernie Hines, who 
made the trip with Stuart, is not 
due back for more than a week. 

H. B. Franklin, Phil Reisman, 
Martin Beck and Bob Sisk leave 
for California Thursday or Friday 
(19). Party will make stopovers for 
meetings with division heads in 
Chicago, Omaha and Cleveland. 





Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Herschel Stuart got in today (15). 
Flew to Seattle and then to ’Frisco 
where he was met by Cliff Work. 
Stuart completed his tour of RKO 
houses and left here this morning 
(Monday). He arrives in New York 
by plane tomorrow (16). In Spo- 
kane Stuart placed Edgar Hart in 
charge of the Orpheum, in Seattle 
he settled musicians’ threatened 
walkout. He also placed John Jo- 
Sephs to handle the State-Lake, 
Chicago. Bernig Hynes, assistant 
to Stuart, remains on coast. 


_ 


Louis Mayer West 


_ Louis B. Mayer, in New York via 
Washington, where he visited the 
President, returns to the Coast this 
Friday (19). : 

Accompanying Mayer was Frank 
Orsatti, Hollywood agent, who also 
met Pres. Hoover with Mayer. Or- 
Batti returns to the Coast with 
Mayer. 








Overflow Preview 





Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

The overflow preview has 
arrived. 

Screening of ‘Horse Feath- 
ers’ (Par) at Fox West Coast, 
Long Beach, Cal., under sub- 
terfuge billing, “The funniest 
four brothers in the picture 
business,’ drew such a turn- 
away mob, management an- 
nounced to those on outside 
that film would go to the 
United Artists, a short dis- 
tance away, for its second 
showing. ; 

That house also drew ca- 
pacity. 


SKOURAS-PAR 
ARIZ, IDAHO 
POOLS 


Ironing out western theatre ope- 
ration, Skouras and Paramount are 
negotiating two pooling deals. One 
calls for Fox-West Coast to take 
over operation of P-P holdings in 
Arizona. Other has to do with cer- 


tain Idaho spots, owned by both. 

The towns involved in the Arizona 
connection include Phoenix, Tucson, 
Bisbee, Douglas, Yuma and Mesa. 
Publix has three houses in Phoenix 
and two in Tucson. Plan calls for 
Skouras to operate for both under 
the FWC pooling. ra 

These Par houses were formerly 
operated by Rickards and Nace. 
They were taken over by Publix 
in September, 1929. FWC has 
houses in al! towns mentioned ex- 
cept Yuma and Mesa. Harry Nace 
is the opera.ing head for Publix 
with Lou Snyder as divisional man- 
ager. FWC divisional manager in 
Arizona is Tom Sorriero. 

Second pooling deal, practically 
completed, is for Publix to take 
over the Fox Egyptian in Boise, 
Idaho, and turn over the Par house 
in Idaho Falls, Idaho to FWC. This 
would give Fox two in Idaho Falls, 
and Publix, three in Boise. 

It is additionally reported that 
part of the pooling deal has both 
sides agreeing to eliminate stage 
shows in towns. . 

















SCHULBERG AND KENT 


B. P. On From Coast to Discuss 
Fox Release for His Films 








Matter of B. P. Schulberg becom- 
ing an independent producer for 
Fox is not closed as yet. Schulberg 
talked via phone with S. R. Kent, 
Fox president, prior to the latter’s 
going abroad. 

Both men are now in New York 
and if the deal goes through it is 
expected that Sam Jaffe, Schul- 
berg’s brother-in-law, will be affili- 
ated in the venture. 





Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

B. P. Schulberg left here Satur- 
day (13) for New York to confer 
with Sidney Kent on the former's 
Fox independent, production deal. 

If successful, understood Schul- 
berg will produce at the Fox West- 
ern avenue lot, free of executive 
supervision from the Westwood 
studio officials. 

Expected that Marion Gering will 
direct the first picture. 


Lasky’s Leave Extended 


Report is that the leave of ab- 
sence of Jesse Lasky from Para- 
mount, which expired Aug. 6, has 
again been extended. Now it’s to 
Sept. 1. 

By that time it is expected that 
arrangements will have been made 
for his return to the studio in a 
production capacity. 











\ PUTNAM BACK 


George Palmer Putnam returns to 
New York to assume active charge 


M. P. Roosevelt Lunch 
With Horns in Times Sq. 


New York Motion Picture Club 
will hold a luncheon favoring Gov. 
Roosevelt’s presidential candidacy 
with loud speakers spotted in Times 
Square to broadcast the speeches. 
Company heads and executives will 
be invited to talk. 

It’s to be a once only session with 





the date undecided but either Sept. 


13 or 20, both Tuesdays. 


HORWITZ-HAYS 
PACT STALLED 


The Horwitz-Hays pact has now 
been divided into three parts, with 
none so far formally ratified. This 
despite the agreement to agree 
reached three weeks ago. 


Reason given for the three-way 
split is that conditions opposed by 
the indie exhibits of Cleveland are 
different than those with the vari- 
ous theatre chains, 


First of the agreements to be set 
in final draft is that between the 
indies and Loew. Hays attaches are 
hopeful that this will be ratified 
within the week. Others, over which 
lawyers have yet to agree on verbi- 
age, are with RKO and Warners. 


Par. Rescinds Idea 
Of Transferring Its 
Pub.-Ad Depts. West 


After deciding last week to trans- 
fer its publicity and advertising 
headquarters to the Coast, Par- 
amount-Publix has reversed the 
idea and there will be no change. 
Final decision on the matter was 
reached yesterday over the past 
weekend. 

Plan was to concentrate pub and 
ad matters at the studio under 
Frank Whitbeck and Arch Reeves. 
This is off now, with the p. and a. 
department in New York, under 
Arthur Mayer, to function .as for- 
merly. 

Many of the major film companies 
have at one time or another con- 
sidered originating their press and 
ad material on the lot, but have 
never gone beyond a few gestures in 
this direction? 

















Warners’ Vacation’ 


Harry and Abe Warner depart 
their offices this week for a vaca- 
tion. H. M. takes a boat trip while 
the Major will sojourn in Canada, 

Both will be away a couple of 
weeks, ’ 





N. Y. Exhibs Say 8 


Houses Go 


To Empire This Wk.; 306 Prepares 
Outdoor Places as Opposition 





+ 
Skouras Coast Trip On 
RKO Pooling Prospects 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Charles Skouras, L. A. Woolens, 
Charles Buckley, and Reeves Espey, 
are enroute to Seattle, Portland and 


San Francisco, to look over situa- 
tion regarding pooling arrangements 
to be put into effect in those cities 
with RKO and Publix... Party will 
be gone a week. 

Pooling deal whereby RKO will 
abdicate in Spokane to FWC, and 
latter will turn over Tacoma to 
RKO, is now being worked out by 
Spyros Skouras in the east. 


THEATRES SEEK 
MUSIC TAX 
CUTS 


On the premise that general con- 
ditions in filmdom warrant a re- 
adjustment of the music license tax, 
theatre people as a unit, may un- 
dertake to seek a reduction in the 
present 10c per seat flat rate, from 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. 

The action by the theatre men is 
certain and has been discussed for 
the past few weeks in inner circles 
although until now no concerted 
move has been made. 

Sentiment among the _ theatre 
people is that a flat rate of 10c per 
seat is too high and unjust. They 
are talking of seeking the estab- 
lishment- of a sliding scale rate 
based on types of theatres and op- 
erating policies. 

A sliding scale would more near- 
ly be the appropriate system as 
then the tax would be limited to the 
proportion of earning power of a 
theatre. 

As the discussion among the 
majors go, suggestions as to how 
the scale may be negotiated offers 
also a probable outline of what may 
be asked from the ASCAP, 

It is hoped that a reduction to 
7c per seat may be had for houses 
having stage shows. That’s regard- 
less of capacty. For other houses 
over 1,000-seat capacity, a reduction 
to 6c may be sought; and a 5c tax 
for houses under 1,000 seats. 











Prices-Protection Supercede 5-5-5, 
Wedge Between MPTOA and Allied 





Prices and protection for '32-'33 
comprise the issue which is swiftly 
supplanting the 5-5-5 contract 
formula, Although film company 


lawyers are willing to sit with an 
exhibitor committee they will not 
discuss prices, and they hold that 
the subject of the legality or ille- 
gality of collectivity, as reflected in 
a uniform contract, is something for 
the committee to take up with the 
U. S. Supreme Court and not with 
them. 

Meantime, indie producers are ex- 
cited over indie exhib activity. They 
would welcome a buying strike be- 
cause it would give them a chance 
to weave into important first run 
positions. As things now stand the 
indie makers declare they are be- 
calmed because idie exhibs of all 
classes wait until they have closed 
with the majors before looking to 
others for product that will fill the 
holes. And the majors this year are 
taking their time in selling- 

So anxious are the indie makers 
to have a buying holiday declared 
that some of the biggest are ready 
with blanket deals boasting a 
marked discount. They state that 
they, as well as the major distribs, 
have jacked up rents on the new 





of Paramount's editorial board this 
week. 


product over last year. Where it 
is between 30 and 60% with the 





majors, the indies figure their own 
increase averages 35%. 

Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, the first indie group to 
talk about the buying holiday, now 
finds that its rival, Allied, cannot 
take sides because it turned the 
5-5-5 contract and all of its clauses 
down at its national convention in 
March although it blew the other 
way at a gathering this summer in 
Atlantic City. Contract matter be- 
tween the two organizations thus 
runs into an immediate difference 
which distributors, according to 
representatives, welcome as a fur- 
ther reason for rejecting the much 
discussed formula, 

In this respect there is an ad- 
mitted wedge for open battle be- 
tween the two national indie or- 
ganizations, 

Distributors express themselves 
as unworried vy the strike talk and 
exhibitors not affiliated with either 
organization regard it as a gag, say- 
ing that neither the MPTOA nor 
Allied has sufficient membership to 
make such a declaration significant. 

From the standpoint of the status 
of a buying strike, lawyers for 
some of the distribs say it would 
be legal; that the leader of an or- 





With the declaration by exhibitor 
leaders yesterday (Monday) that 
negotiations with Local 306. have 


been broken off and that approxf® 
mately 85 independent houses, in- 
cluding three circuits, will swing 
to Empire before the end of oe 
week, the, Sam Kaplan organizatio 

launched into preparations for a 
battle to retain its projectionist su- 
premacy in the Greater New York 
boxoffice territory. 

‘House for house’ is the Kaplan 
slogan. This was described as 
meaning that the union will engage 
as an active exhibitor competitor 
with theatres not recognizing its 
men. Prices will be gauged to un- 
derbid competition. Officials of 306 
estimate the organization has 35 
spots where they can stage a show 
within a few days. These are all 
open air theatres, If the fight keeps 
on into the winter the Kaplan men 
declare they will move inside. 

Picketing, allowable by the Court 
of Appeals ruling for all but the 
Springer circuit, which has a de- 
cision of its own from Justice Stein- 
brink, will be a secondary part of 
the union's offensive. Unionists 
have found out that they can wield 
greater persuasion at their own 
boxoffice than they can by sidewalk 
campaigns. 

Empire, the rival projectionists 
group which Cid not begin to indent 
the New York territory until about 
two years ago; will have greater 
employing strength than 306, ex- 
hibitor chieftains hold, if the indi- 
cated swing-over occurs. 


Empires New 53 


Century, Lee Ochs and Manhat- 
tan, three indie circuits which were 
dealing with 306, and which are re- 
ported ready to sign this week for 
Empire men starting Sept. 1, rep- 
resent a total of around 53 houses, 
Indie leaders figure that 30 other 
individually operated houses which 


(Continued on page 47) 


$4,200,000 RKO LOSS 
LIKELY FOR HALF YR. 


RKO income statement for the 
half year to June will be out this 
week. It is expected that it will 
disclose a deficit for the six months 
to Jun> of about $4,200,000. 

Theatre rentals resumed this 
week as a charge, but the autumn 
season impends for which improved 
revenue is counted on. 

Company is contemplating a 
choice between employees in the 
higher salary brackets working two 
weeks without pay, or taking 2.10% 
cut for a year. This would, be the 
third cut for department heads and 
second for all hands. 

Another point to be decided is 
whether the new slash shall apply 
above the salary level of $50 a week 
or $35, 


F-W.C. Set to Take Over 
Pan, Hollywood, 100% 











to Fox-West Coast taking over full 
operation of the Pantages, Holly- 
wood. It is now a 50-50 partnership 
with FWC, Rodney Pantages dic- 
tating the policy. 

Deal is reported practically closed 
for the takeover, with transfer to 
FWC pencilled in for Thursday (18), 





NEW STUDIO INSPIRATOR 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Tamer Lane, former trade paper 
publisher, went off Radio’s payroll 
this week where he had been pub- 
lishing a bulletin for executive use, 
based on news happenings that 
might give inspiration for picture 
plots and situations. 

Job now goes to John Miles, in 
studio’s publicity dept. 





*VACASH’ AT ROACH RUNS ON 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Ahead of schedule, current two 
week lay-off at Roach will be ex- 
tended to three. 
Writers will be back on lot Aug. 





ganization has as much right to 
advise his membership as an attor- 
ney has in relations with his client. i 


22. Meantime, Henry Ginsberg, 
production head, is hunting new 
deas for two-reelers. 
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L. A’s Dizzy Ups and Downs: 
Horsefeathers’ Smash $36,000; 
Orph Sans Vaude Brodies, $4.200 








Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

With Olympics cleared away indi- 
eations are that trade will be 
steadier all around. 

Paramount had its best opening 
day in three years with the Marx 
Bros.” ‘Horsefeathers’ grossing a 
little over $6,000 for the six feature 
showings on the day, with a nifty 
$36,000 on the week in view. Cri- 
terion, closed for five months, start- 
ed off Saturday to fairly good trade 
with ‘Congorilla,; $11,000 is okay. 

Orpheum’s straight picture pol- 
icy showed little sign of life on ini- 
tial day of ‘Age of Consent,’ world 
premiere. Stenos’ 7:30 a. m. break- 
fast showing was a grand bust, 
hardly getting in $50 for the com- 


bination picture-breakfast treat. 
With stars on hand at night, take 
improved only slightly; $4,200 on the 
week is a busto-crusto. Chinese is 
still strong in its fifth week of ‘In- 
terlude’; has two more to go. 
Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,500; 55- 
$1.65)—Back Street’ (U) and stage 
show (2nd week). Picture well 
thought of, but lacks personality 


,draw in comparison to ‘Interlude.’ 


First week with $6,000 opening, take 
finished up with even $16,000. 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55-$1.65)— 
*St~ange Interlude’ (M-G) and stage 
show (5th week). This is test Week 
with Olympic games over. Last 
week rang bell at little short of 
$25,000. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 25-65)— 
*Cogorilla’ (Fox) (Ist week). 
Heavy exploitation for reopening 
gave good initial show start with 
outlook for around $11,000, oke. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
‘Jewel Robbery’ (WS) and vaude- 
ville. Powell-Francis combination 
have hard tussle here but $11,000 
not so bad. Last week ‘Stranger 
in Town’ (WB) with couple of pre- 
views tossed in ran to $9,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75)— 
‘Doctor X’ (FN). Preliminary 
teaser campaign good; may result 
in around $10,500. Last week 
‘Crooner’ (WB), heavily touted, 
showed no b.o. strength; $10,000. 

Orphem (2,270; 25-65) — ‘The 
Age of Consent’ (RKO). Looks as 
though straight pix policy is going 
to be hard to establish. Heavy 
campaign for opening day not fruit- 
ful until star appearances at night 
with likelihood that world premiere 
of this one will gross the very un- 
sensational figure of $4,200; bad. 
‘Bring "Em Back ‘Alive’ (RKO); sec- 
ond week of six days, not hot at 
$9,200. “a 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-90)— 
‘By Whose Hand’ (Col) and stage 
show. Having ‘Hullabaloo’ on stage 
to help draw big, strong at $12,000. 
Last week ‘What Price Hollywood’ 
(RKO) tapered off after great start, 
finishing $9,100. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10)—Horse Feathers’ (Par) and 
stage show. Indications for: Par's 
best business in three years, around 
$36,000, which means a cinch hold- 
over. Last week ‘Guilty as Hell’ 
(Par), with preview thrown in to 
help along, did the expected $17,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75)— 
Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Stage show counted to help, 
due to Dale Winter personal ap- 
pearance, but barely $16,000. Last 
week ‘Skyseraper Souls’ (M-G-M), 
$18,600, 500d. 


N. H. IS HOT: BIZ NOT SO: 
DEVIL-DEEP’ $8,000 


New Haven, Aug. 15. 

Weather hot, and grosses not so 
hot. Looks like darkest hour be- 
fore the dawn of new season. 

Bijou is standing them up with 
two pictures and five acts of vaude 
on Fridays and Saturdays for two 
bits. 








Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 40- 
72)—'‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par) and 
unit. Recent poor average of over 
$8,000. Last week ‘Guilty as Hell’ 
(Par) and unit, poor at $8,100. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-55)—'Tom 
Brown’ (U) and ‘Passport to Hell’ | 
(Fox). Fair around $4,800. Last 
week ‘Congorilla’ (Fox) so-so at 
$5.5Uv. 

Reger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
55)—‘Jewel Robbery’ (FN) ana 
‘Stranger in Town.’ May snare an 


okay $5,000, which ‘Purchase Price’ 
(VB) and ‘Man Called Back’ (Tif) 
reached last week. 


| Buffalo Looking Up; 
‘Souls,’ $18,000, Oke 


Buffalo, Aug. 15. 
Business showing signs of 
strength. 

No wow trade yet however. 

Estimates For This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G). Above 
average, $18,000. Last week, ‘Guilty 
As Hell’ (Par), fine, $19.000. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35) ‘Un- 
ashamed’ (M-*G). So-so over $6,000. 
Last week ‘Week Ends Only’ (Fox), 
fair $6,500. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35) 
‘Madam Racketeer’ (M-G). May 
build to fair $5,500. Last week ‘Roar 
of the Dragon’ (RKO), neat $6,300. 

Lafa:<tte ‘Ind) (3,400; 25) ‘The 
Menace’ (Col) and ‘Probation’ 
(Chesterfield). Twin bill building 
strong for over $7,000. Last week 
‘Young America’ (Tox), $5,500. 


‘CONSENT, KATE SMITH 
TOP BOSTON, $22,000 


Boston, Aug. 15. 
The past week was one of the 
worst ever in Boston. The Metro- 
politan was ’way off with a gross 
of $18,000 for ‘Guilty as Hell,’ and 
this week’s business is likely to be 


as bad. 

Kate Smith getting the moon over 
the mountain at RKO Keith’s seems 
likely to up the gress pretty well in 
this spot, but nothing else calls for 
optimism with the exception of the 
Marx Brothers at the Paramount. 
In this small house it looks almost 
like capacity. 

Estimates for This Week 
Met ¢Publix) (4,300; 35-50-83)— 
‘Devil and Deep’ (Par) and stage 
show. Lucky to see $15,000; brutal. 
Last week ‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par) got 
a poor $18,000. 
Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 30- 
55-66)—‘Horse Feathers’ ° (Par). 
Going at top speed and should do 
over $15,000. Last week ‘Congorilla’ 
(Fox) managed to get $9,000, just 
fair. 
Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-55-83— 
‘Age of Consent’ (RKO) and vaude. 
With the aid of Kate Smith should 
do $22,000. ‘American Madness’ 
(Col), Ted Healy and stage show 
got under $20,000, nice enough. 
Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘American Madness’ (Col) and 
vaude. Hilton Sisters not a good 
draw; second week of picture in 
town should do about $7,500. Last 
week ‘Igloo’ (U) and vaude; a brutal 
$4,000. 


‘DESERT SONG, ‘GUILTY’ 
DENVER’S BEST, $22,000 


Denver, Aug. 15. 

Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Desert Song’ 
on the stage of the Denver is prov- 
ing too great a handicap for the 
other first runners and in combina- 
tion with ‘Guilty as Hell,’ house is 
headed for a great week. Every- 
one is giving ‘Desert Song’ the big- 
gest wor of mouth advertising 
anything ‘has had here in many 
months. 

Al Trahan and Lady Yukona 
Cameron flew in from New York 
in 21 hours to headline the Orpheum 
vaude bill. Stage layout proved a 
good draw but ‘American Madness’ 
appeal is weak in Denver. May be 
because there have been no bank 
failure shere in several years, 














appointed. 
Chie Sale’s ‘Stranger in Town’ at 
the Rialto and John Gilbert's 


‘Downstairs’ at the Paramount dis- 
appointed but ‘Desert Song’ and Al 
Trahan competition too strong. 
Estimates for This Week 
Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-66) 
—‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par), and ‘Desert 
Song’ on stage, smashing $22,000. 
rade’ (M-G), with Ted Mack, okay 
at $14,000. 
Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-40-66) — ‘American Madness’ 
(Col), and vaude. The $12,000 pace 





is lowest since the Huffman-RKO 
pool has been in effect. Last week, 
‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB), backed by 
good vaude bill, went to $13,500. 
Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
| 35-55)—‘Downstairs’ (M-G). Very! 
|; weak at $4,500. Last week, ‘Miss| 


| Pinkerton’ (FN), gave folks a pill 
and did a bad $3,800. 
Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 25- 


35-55)—‘Stranger in Town’ (WB) 
| Fair, $2,500. Last week, ‘Almost 
(Fox), almost did a tail 


| Married’ 
spin but finished with a fair $2,500. 


SHOW, $9,000, PORT. 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 15. 

‘Wet Parade’ into Gamble’s Rial- 
to this week at road show prices of 
$1.10 top, should answer to exploita- 
tion for nice biz. Looks like a big 
week for that house. 

RKO Orpheum dropped vaude and 
admish to a new top of 40c nights. 
Chief local reason prompting new 


all sound policy said to be high cost 
of bands and stage crews, which 
equaled the nut for acts’ salaries. 
Vaude will not be resumed here in 
the fall, if straight picture policy 
clicks, 

Fox-Paramount again beat its 
recori1 opening day this year with 
Madame Schumann-Heink in person 
with ¥. & M. unit. The week paid 
dividends in a big way. Picture was 
‘Guilty as Hell,’ which registered 
okay also. 

‘American Madness’ into the Or- 
pheum cu.rently as first week of 
new all sound policy will make the 
grade in a rather tough spot. More 
exploitation helping considerably. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65)—‘Devil of the Deep’ (Par) 
with F. & M. unit. Only fair at 
$10,000. Last week ‘Guilty as Hell’ 
(Fox) with Mme. Schumann-Heink 
in person clicked for corking $16,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘American Madness’ (Col). Starting 
new all picture policy; vaude is out. 
But fair at $4,100. -Last week ‘The 
Mouthpiece’ (FN) with vaude, bad 
at $4,000. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 2&-35)—Washington Masquer- 
ade’ (M-G). A nice $5,000. Last 
week ‘Congorilla’ (Fox) $7,000. 
riental (Hararick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—War Correspondent’ (Col). About 
average, $3,500. Last week ‘Jewel 
Robbery’ (WB) nicely with $4,000. 
Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 55-$1.10) 
—‘Wet Parade’ (M-G). Two-a-day 
at road show admish and proving a 
biz getter. Likely te hit \ery nice 
$9,000. Last wee’ (25c all day ad- 
mish), ‘Man From Yesterday’ (Par) 
just fairly, $3,000. = 


WOW CINCY BIZ 
MILLS BROS 
$7500 


Cincinnati, Aug. 15. 
This is sweetheart territory for 
RKO, the start of whose Greater 
Show Season was ballyhooed so ef- 
fectively as to have receipts climb- 


ing to pre-depresh figures. The hur- 
rah routine cut loose at high noon 
Saturday (13) and embraced firing 
of 21 bombs from Carey Tower, re- 
lease of 2,500 toy balloons, circling 
of planes over downtown section 
and 30-minute concert on Fountain 
Square by local prize band. Other 
trimmings are mammoth banner 
spread on Hotel Gibson, additional 
adv. space in the dailies, use of 40 
24-sheet stands and backs of street 
cars and cabs for posters. All RKO 
houses pennant streamed. e 

The Mills Brothers, hailing from 
Piqua, O., near here, and adopted as 
Cincy’s own, are sweet b. o. music 
at the Albee, shattering weekly 
takes for past 12 months. Palace 
and Capitol are showing nice im- 
provement and the Lyric is doing 
good on a holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)— 
‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) and F-M 
‘Veils’ unit, with Mills Brothers 
ade. It’s homecoming week for the 
Mills boys, who put in almost two 
years here at WLW before crashing 
the wide air channels and deluxe 











are mountained in extra advertising. 
Off to speedy start and should run 
up $27,500; biggest week for house 
since a year ago on personal ap- 
pearance of Marx Bros. Last week 
‘Man Called Back’ (Tiff) and F-M 
‘Chains’ idea, supplemented by the 
native Hal Le Roy, clicked $19,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 
‘Speax Easily’ (M-G). Keaton- 
Durante laugh appeal has_ turn- 
stiles twirling to tune of $15,000, 
lotta black. Last week ‘Guilty as 
Hell’ (Par) fetched $12,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)— 
‘First Year’ (Fox). Finishing fort- 
night with $9,000, following $15,000 
sock in first week, 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)— 
‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par). Gary 
Cooper and Tullulah Bankhead top- 
ping the billing and rewarding for 
about $12,000, great. Last week 
‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB) pulled $9,000. 





Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘South of Sant. Fe’ (Tiff) and 
‘Flames’ (Standard). Split week; 
likely $3,000. Last week ‘Vanishing 
Frontier’ (Par) and ‘Hound of 


Baskervilles’ 
istered $3,100. 


(Gainsborough) reg- 
‘ 





‘WET PARADE’ AT ROAD 


theatres for important money. They | 


Orpheum Again Tops Cheerio Mpls 





‘American Madness,’ 


House Ahead for 2d Successive Week 


$12,000, Puts RKO 





B’ham Booms with Good 
; Pix; ‘Guilty,’ $9,000 


Birmingham, Aug. 15. 

Good flock of pictures this week 
and with the weather breaking right 
things should be hotsy-totsy. 
Weather is the problem, for it has 
been raining every day for the past 
ages. Rain Saturday ruined two 
good openings at Alabama and Ritz. 

‘American Madness’ and ‘Guilty 
as Hell’ will lead, the latter getting 
the biggest share. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
55)—Guilty as Hell’ (Par). First 
Lowe-McLaglen for Paramount ap- 
pears their best ever, $9,000. Last 
week ‘Skyscraper Souls’ fair, $8,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Amer- 
ican Madness’ (Col). A sure shot 
for dandy $4,500. Last week ‘War 
Correspondent’ (Col) good in spite 
of rain, $4,000. : 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Make Me a Star’ (Par). Competi- 
tion makes this one uncertain but 
likely $3,300. Last week ‘Washing- 
ton Masquerade’ (M-G), $3,000. 
Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-30)— 
‘Dark Horse’ (FN). Moderate, $1,- 
600. Last week ‘Vanishing Frontier’ 
(Par) fair $1,500. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 

(Par). Also 


‘Madame Racketeer’ 
fair $900. Last week ‘Reserved for 
Ladies’ (Par), best British-made 


product shown here got $900, 


PROV. PLENTY IN RED; 
‘SPEAK EASILY,’ $8,600 


Providence, Aug. 15. 
Red ink still splashing around in 
these parts. Film fare light, with 
one or two exceptions, and grosses 
very likely lower than they have 
been recently. ‘American Madness’ 
(Col) at the Albee is being pushed 
along by six acts of vaudeville, and 
the take will be nearly $10,000. 
‘Speak Easily’ (M-G), at Loew’s, 
looks like an easy winner for first 
place in the straight picture class; 
gross should be close to $8,000. 
Majestic, which has been holding up 
fairly well during the hot weather, 
because of twin bills, slipped last 
week, and is expected to stay in the 


rut this week despite plugging of 
‘Purchase Price’ (WB), main fea- 
ture. 

‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) is having 
its first showing in these parts at 
popular prices. Feature which was 
road-showed in Providence last 
spring, is being screened at the Ca- 
sino, Narragansett Pier, watering 
resort, for first half of week at 50 
and 75c, 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (2,300; 15-55-66)—‘Ameri- 
can Madness’ (Col) and vaude. Nice 
notices and praise from the fans. 








Looks like a good $10,000. Last 
week ‘War Correspondent’ (Col) 
okay at $8,700. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55-75)— 


‘Speak Easily’ (M-G). Keaton likely 
to draw fair gross around $8,600; 
word-of-mouth helping, and chances 
are very good for a build-up. Last 
week ‘Downstairs’ (M-G) poor at 
$6,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 
‘Purchase Price’ (WB), and ‘Illegal’ 
(WB). Terrific. panning from the 
press and not registering at all with 
the fans; house can look for $6,200 
at the most, off. Last week ‘Jewel 
Robbery’ (WB), and ‘Almost Mar- 
ried’ (Fox) slid badly to $6,000. 
Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—‘Devil 
and the Deep’ (Par). Another case 
where panning isn’t doing any good 
despite draw names. House may 
eke out $5,800. Last week ‘Guilty 
as Hell’ (Par) hurdled $6,300, better 
than expected, but off at that. 
RKO Victory (1,600; 15-25-30)— 
‘Alibi’ (UA), “The Trespasser’ (UA), 
‘East Lynne’ (Fox), and ‘Ladies of 
the Big House’ (Par) on a split 
week basis. House playing ‘revival’ 
second run_ features. Immediate 
prospect of stand returning to first 
runs remote. For five days gross 
not likely to tilt $1,500. First half 
just as bad at $1,400. 


Alder Wins His Suit for 
Return of Color Patents 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
William F. Alder, former general 
manager of Colorart Synchrotone, 
was awarded the return of seven 
patents on film and sound equip- 
ment and working models of his 

inventions by the Superior Court. 
In return, Alder agreed to tear 
up a $1,417 note he held against the 








company. 





oo 


Minneapolis, Aug. 15, 

Prosperity continues at the larger 
loop houses here. It’s the longest 
stretch of profitable grosses in 2 
long time and everybody’s happy 
Improved stock market credited. 

For the second successive week 
the RKO Orpheum promises to take 
the downtown lead, out-grossing the 
Publix ace house, the State, an un« 
usual occurrence. The current rea< 
son for the Orpheum’s apparent pre« 
eminence is the strength of its 
screen offering, ‘American Madness,’ 
heavily exploited and delivering at 
the box office {fm great shape. 

Starting this week the RKO housa 
has returned to a Saturday instead 
of Friday opening. Change helped 
to give it an edge on the State over 
the weekend. ‘Devil and the Deep,’ 
at the leading Publix theatre, while 
none too strong, is doing fairly well, 

The reopened Pantages and Sev« 
enth St. theatres, with-their third- 
run policies at 10 and 1l5c. prices, 
are cutting heavily into the three 
Publix pop houses, the Lyric, Aster 
and Grand. 


Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—‘Devil 
and the Deep’ (Par). Great selling 
campaign for this picture, but final 
results are doubtful. Gary Cooper 
not a hot card here. Tallulah Bank- 
head is being played down in. the 
newspaper ads, even Cary Grant 
and Charles Laughton being accord« 
ed heavier billing. May reach pretty 
good $10,000. Last week ‘Guilty ag 
Hell’, (Par), $8,500, weak. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890: 55)— 
‘American Madness’ (Col) and 
vaudeville. Picture well sold and a 
smash, Vaudeville also pleasing, 
About $12,000 indicated, good. Last 
week, ‘Roar of the Dragon’ (RKO), 
$10,000, good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)—‘Sky« 
scraper Souls’ (M-G). Fair attrace 
tion, ads calling attention to Warren 
William, star of ‘Mouthpiece,’ and 
Maureen O’Sullivan, “The Tarzan 
Girl.” Should hit good $4,500. Last 
week ‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN), $4,300, 
okay. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—Van-. 
ishing Frontier’ (FN), and ‘Road 
house Murder’ (RKO), split. About 
$2,000, fair. Tjast week ‘Lady and 
Gent’ (Par), and ‘Forgotten Com- 
mandment’ (Par), split, $1,800, with 
Bancroft picture accounting for 
nearly all of it. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘Night 
Court’ and ‘Mouthpiece,’ split, sec< 
ond loop runs. Maybe $900, light. 
Last week, ‘Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G), 
and ‘Huddle’ (M-G), split, second. 
loop runs, $850, light. 


MONTREAL UP NICELY: 
BACK ALIVE,’ $13,500 


Montreal, Aug. 15. 

As anticipated, grosses took an 
upward leap last week and may 
maintain it currently, since the 
worst of the summer is now 
through, while there are some out- 
standing pictures on show. Heavy 
excursion into Montreal next week 
for the Air Pageant will also help, 

Palace leads all with ‘Bring ’Em 
Back Alive,’ which may get this 
house back into old-time figures at 
$13,500. Capitol has two average 
pictures and a much-ballyhooed 
mind reader as added attraction, 
and should jump to $12,000. Loew’s, 
with ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) and 
usual vaude, should stick around 
$13,000. Another good show is at 
the Princess, ‘White Zombie,’ which 
is fetching ’em in. Nabes ar begin« 
ning to turn the corner and are 
grossing better. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (FP) (2,700; 75) — ‘Bring 
‘Em Back Alive’ (Radio). Certain 
to intrigue, animal pictures go well 
here; $13,500: Last week ‘Washing- 
ton Masquerade’ (M-G) had a nice 
pick-up at $12,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 75)—Two 
Seconds’ (WB) and ‘Madame Rack« 
eteer’ (Par) and Gene Dennis, ‘psy= 
chic marvel’ on stage. Triple fea- 
ture upped to $12,000. Last week 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ (WB) and ‘Dark 
Horse’ (WB) slightly better than 
usual at $10,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60)—Lady 
and Gent’ (Par) and vaude. Usual 
average, $13,000. Last week ‘Un- 
ashamed’ (M-G) and vaude about 
that same, 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60)— 
‘White Zombie’ (UA) and ‘Aren’t 
We All?’ (Par). Above average show 
should get around $8,000. Last week 
‘Roar of the Dragon’ (RKO) and 
‘Roadhouse Murder’ (RKO) fair at 
$6,509. 

Imperial (French-Film) (1,900; 25« 








40)—'C’est beau, l'amour’ (French). 
Usual $2,000. Last week ‘Paris- 
Beguin’ (French), $1,800. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
40)—‘Cinqg Ans sans Femmes’ 
(French). Back again for seventh 
week; $1,000. Last week ‘Marius’ 





(French), about $1,200. 
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‘Amer. Madness,’ $20,000, Good: 


Devil-Deep, $34,000, Chicago; 
Ted Lewis and ‘Guilty,’ $30,000 








Chicago, Aug. 15. 

RKO’'s Palace holds the picture 
which will be number one on the 
ghoppers’ list this week. And that’s 
@ situation that doesn’t often occur 
for the Palace. Columbia's banking 
treatise, ‘American Madness,’ is the 
lustrous opus in question. 

It competes with Tallulah Bank- 
head’s ‘Devil and the Deep’ at the 
Chicago, ‘Guilty as Hell’ at the Ori- 
gnhtal, and ‘Almost Married’ with a 
aast of little reputation at the other 
RKOer, the State-Lake, 

Meanwhile McVickers will rejoin 
the competition this Friday (19) 
with ‘Horsefeathers,’ and the United 
Artists will hop aboard the new sea- 
gon a week later with ‘White Zom- 
bie.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B&K) (4,000; 35- 
§5-83)—‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par) 
and stage show. Bankhead not hot 
in Chi.; look for fair $34,000. Last 
week ‘First Year’ (Fox) took the 
escalator for a pip $41,000 instead 
ef the first-indicated $33,000. 

Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 
$5-55-83)—Guilty as Hell’ (Par) 
and stage show. Ted Lewis held 
ever on the strength of nearly $30,- 
000 the week before with Metro's 
Downstairs’ snubbed on the credit 
end. This week with the same stage 
attraction Oriental may cleave to 
ground $24,000, which won’t be bad. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-83)— 
*American Madness’ (Col) and vaude. 
Ought to touch the ceiling of $20,000, 
very good. . Controversial picture, 
smartly exploited locally, is but- 
tressed by a fine vaudeville bill. 
Last week ‘Tom Brown of Culver’ 
€U) couldn’t go much beyond $16,000. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 35-45-. 
65)—‘Almost Married’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Although sagging last week 
with ‘By Whose Hand?’ (Col) to 
$15,000 that’s still profitable, and 
this week looks like will snap back 
to $16,500. 





WHAMS K. C., $15,000 


Kansas City, Aug. 15. 

The first runs should do business 
this week if extra advertising will 
bring. customers, as all splashed 
with extra cpace and screaming 
headlines. 

From John Gilbert, last week, to 
the Keaton-Durante combination is 
some leap, but that’s the situation 
at Loew’s Midland, where the two 
comics in ‘Speak Easily’ are headed 
for a farish $14,000. 

The RKO Mainstreet has started 
its ‘Greater Shcw Season’ with 
‘American Madness’ and a strong 
bill of vaudeville. Theatre is pro- 
moting a quest for radio talent, and 
is hooked u> with the NBC through 
KMBC, the ‘Star’s’ station here, and 
getting nice publicity. Has also 
started advance advertising for the 
Fanchon & Marco ‘Desert Song’ 
unit next Friday. Enthused by the 
record breaking week turned in by 
Ted Lewis the management is 
counting on another smash, There 
will be no change in the prices. 
Stage show will be given four times 
Gaily, which with the 3,200 capacity 
means a big turnover. 

Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (860; 
95-25)—‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par). 
Should hit close to $4,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par) 
$4,200. 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-35-40) 
—Speak Easily’ (M-G). Keaton 
fairly liked, $14,000. Last week 
‘Downstairs’ (M-G), $11,500, fair. 

Mainstreet “RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
60)—‘Ame-ican Madness’ (Col). 
Ma.agement got behind this one 
and gave it lots of publicity; result 
a better than average week, $15,000, 
good. Last week ‘Brown of Culver’ 
(U), poor $11,000. 

Newman (Publix - Dubinsky) 
(1,860; 25-35-50)—‘Devil and the 
Deep’ (Par). Intriguing title, but 
Cooper and Bankhead no panic here, 
$6,000. Last week ‘Jewel Robbery’ 
CWB), good $7,800. 








Ostrow’s New Job 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Lou Ostrow, after eight months 
as a producer at Universal, has re- 
signed to become production head 
for Lefcourt, Pelman, & Snyder. He 
will make eight pictures for Rem- 
ington Productions. 

Starts on first at Universal stu- 





dios Aug. 29. 


Weather Aids Tacoma 


Tacoma, Aug. 15. 
Slightly better grosses with but 
two first run houses open and the 
weather cooling off. - 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN). Joan Blon- 
dell getting the big type, $2,000, all 
right. Last week ‘Hound of Basker- 
villes’ (BIP) and ‘Zane Grey South 
Sea Adventures’ (PP) good at $2,- 


100. 

Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 25-35) 
‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) for two 
days, then for five days ‘Congorilla’ 
(Fox) with big play in the papers, 
billing Mr. and Mrs. Martin John- 
son. Strong $3,500. Last week ‘Van- 
ishing Frontier’ (Par) and ‘First 
Year’ (Fox) oke at around $2,800. 


INDPLS. STRONG FOR 
JOHN GILBERT, $6,500 


Indianapolis, Aug. 15. 

Doldrums again after a strong 
week last week, when the Circle 
perked to the best take it has had 
for months with the Mills Bros. and 
‘Roar of the Dragon.’ 

Jack Roth, manager of this thea- 
tre for past few weeks, who helped 
bring it a little out of th®@ red, has 
been appointed divisional manager 
for Skouras-Publix to manage the 
Circle, Indiana, Ohio (dark) and In- 
diana roof. 

Stage show at the Circle was the 
first in months, and the tremendous 
draw of the Mills brothers put it 
over. Show now has Papania in for 
five shows daily. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,110; 25- 
35)—‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB). Expect 
around $4,000 because of Powell's 
pull; many a moon since he’s had 
a picture in city. ‘ Last week ‘First 
Year’ (Fox) in second week held up 
for good $3,800. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35)—‘Hollywood Speaks’ (Col) 
and dwarfed stage show featuring 
Papania, good for $3,800. Last week 
‘Roar of the Dragon’ (RKO) and 
Mills brothers gathered $10,000. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35)—“Doctor X’ (FN). May hold 
up to $7,000. Last week ‘Guilty as 
Hell’ (Par) finished poorly, under 
$6,000. 

Loews’ Palace (2,800; 25-35)— 
‘Downstairs’ (M-C). Set for excel- 
lent week; $6,500; best in weeks for 
this house. Last week ‘Zombie’ 
(UA) short-ended at $3,500, 


‘HORSEFEATHERS’ BIG 
$35,000 IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Aug. 15. 
Another gala week with four out- 
standing attractions that will boost 
the total to pl€asant totals. After a 
week with two holdover pictures the 
fans are given an entire new bill of 














fare headed by  ‘Horsefeathers.’ 
Other outstander is ‘Congorilla’ at 
the Fox. 


The Downtown picture, ‘American 
Madness,’ given an unusually large 
campaign and pacing rather strong. 

Entire situation is looking up 
with all houses having most of their 
sluffs out of the way and new prod- 
uct breaking. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-72-75)— 
‘Horsefeathers’ (Par) and _ stage 
show. Picture has been ballyed 
plenty and with the Marx. Bros. 
following has been booked in ad- 
vance to the Fisher for a second 
week. Will do over $35,000 on first 
week. Last week ‘Skyscraper Souls’ 
(M-G) was better than average and 
a money maker at $27,900. i 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-72-75)— 
‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB) and stage 
show. This one will be better than 
an even break at $15,500. Last week 
‘Guilty as Hell’ (Par) much better 
than usual and money maker at 


$16,500. 

Downtown (3,750;  15-25-55)— 
‘American Madness’ (Col). Will get 
a profit at $10,000. Last week 


‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO) in 
its second week, strong at $8,000. 
Fox (5,100; 15-25-55)—‘Congorilla’ 
(Fox). Possible big $23,000. Last 
week ‘First Year’ (Fox) in its sec- 
ond week slipped to a weak $16,000. 





NICHOLS AS DIRECTOR 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

George Nichols, employed last 
week as supervisor by J. G. Bach- 
man, has been switched to a direc- 
torship. 

He will first megaphone a Junior 
Durkin picture. 


WEATHER RUINS NEW’K; 
‘GUILTY’ OKAY, $6,500 


Newark, Aug. 15. 
Clear and steadily warmer weath- 
er spoiled whatever chance any one 
may have had for a big week-end, 
and so for a big week. 
There is nothing in town to set 





any one by his ears, although 
‘Washington Masquerade’ at Loew's 
will probably lead off, but with 


nothing over $8,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-25-30- 
40-55-65)—‘Doctor X’ (FN). Oke but 
for weather; probably about $7,000. 
Last week ‘Sunnybrook Farm’ (Fox) 
fair enough at $7,200. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Road House + Murder’ (RKO). 
Should again be nice at over $5,000. 
Last week ‘Scarface’ (UA) and ‘No 


records by drawing $5,700. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 
White Devil’ (Ufa) and ‘Balinese 
Love.’- Strong intimation in ads 
that second picture is hot stuff and 
statement ‘not. recommended for 
children’ counted on to pull ’em in; 
maybe a good $1,500. Last week 
‘Heart of Ireland’ (Emmett) on sec- 
ond week, $1,100. 


50)—‘The 


40-55-65) — ‘Washington Masquer- 
ade’ (M-G). Should reach $8,000. 
Last week ‘Freaks (M-G) okay at 
over $8,000. 


leaves them crying may be good for 
$6,000. Last week ‘American Mad- 
ness’ (Col) good enough at nearly 
$8,000. 


? MADAMES’ NEW 
RECORD IN 
SEATTLE 


Seattle, Aug. 15. 

‘Madame Racketeer’ and Mme. 
Schumann-Heink set a new record 
at the Fox with $9,500, although 
below expectations generally. j 

Otherwise it’s the same _ story. 
Nice weather and they scram out of 
town for the week-ends. Biz, how- 
ever, quite good considering. 

Mme. Ernestine Schumann-Heink 
in person at the Fox was in addi- 
tion -to regular stage presentation 
and pixes. At the Fifth Ave. is 
Gilda Gray, diva of the shimmy. 
However, the opera diva holds the 
spotlight, with music lovers going 
to hear the grand old woman again, 
and others going at these prices for 
the first time. 

Liberty stepping to the kale cldss 
again with Jensen-von Herberg 
houses selling a car again this week 
for one buck. This builds up nice- 
ly; double feature on screen. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (FWC)—‘Guilty as 
Hell’ (Par) and Gilda Gray in 
‘Ubangi’ stage unit. Laugh week. 
being ballyhooed here, with Mayor 
Dore lending support by appearing 
for talk on ‘laughter.’ Stage show 
shapes up dandy. Biz good at $12,- 








000. Last week ‘Skyscraper Souls’ 
(MZ-G). Pic. liked, also Warren 
William, but failed to get the 


dough; low at $7,400. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘American Madness’ (Col). Using 
lots of ink to exploit straight pix 
program. First week vaude out here. 
‘New low prices’ heavily billed. 
Okay $4,800, considering no show. 
Last week ‘Tom Brown of Culver’ 
(Col) ‘and fade-out for vaude and 
Tiny Burnett band. Dispute on over 


organist staying, with fuss about 
band, too. So-so $4,700. 
Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-55)— 


‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par). But an- 
other Madame, Schuman-Heink, is 
the magnet. Wow $9,500, a new 
record. Last week ‘Congorilla’ 
(Fox) held for nine days, best biz 
up to then since house reopened, 


$9,200. 

Liberty (Jenson-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25 — ‘Avenging Seas’ 
(BIP) and ‘Sunset Trail’ (Tif) in 
double-header, with car as $1 sale 
helping build. Dandy $6,000. Last 
week ‘The Stoker’ wherein Monte 


Blue got the billing, good consid- 
ering week-cnd heat; $4,300. 








Musis Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- | ‘Lusitania Secret.’Estimated cost of 
35)—‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB). Excel- | production, $1,500,000, and question- 
. 2 rr ae "On Wr See. . . 
lent $3,500. Last week ‘War Cor- |aple story material are given as the 
respondent’ (Col) oke, $2,500. a 
H Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 25-50)— ss aera K Howard I red 
‘Congorilla’ (Fox). Moved over f . KF Oe nee eseh ? OTTO wes 
| from Fox as hot release, hitting fair Peer ox to direct, has returned e 
$3,000. Last week ‘First Year’ (Fox) | his home lot after advising Para- 
very good, $3,500, plus ‘Desert Song’ |}Mount that the yarn was only an |, 
itab last three days, | idea, 


bined 
cramping Broadway's b. o. 


‘Horsefeathers,’ 
nights and primed for a $50,000 





Too Much H. 0. NSG for Bway; 
‘Horsefeathers’ Whams, $50,000: 
Jessel-Talmadge at Par, $60,000 





holdover stuff com- 
hot week-end is 
Only 


Too much 
with a 


the better product is holding up. 
Biggest customer attracter is 
doing daily mid- 


smash week. 
‘War Correspondent’ at the Par, 


aided by a terrific campaign on 
Greater Love’ (Col) broke all recent | George Jessel and Norma Talmadge, 





‘Downstairs’ Is Up in 


Louisville, Does $9,200 


Louisville, Aug. 15. 
National's closing brings a few 


more thousand patrons to the cine- 


: f mas. 
Loew’s State (2,780; 15-20-25-30- | nara struggle of 18 weeks, during 


which players were on co-operative 


Stock company closed after 


basis for most of the time. Players 


leaving included Lester Vail, Nancy 
Welford, Barbara Weeks, Lawrence 


Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- ; prant; Stanl h 
20-25-30-40-55-66)—‘Guilty as Hell’ | Goes hg pee pl gana 
(Par). Should better recent low Fourth Ave. Amus. Co. owing 
ereneen. as Last wom Un- | three theatres, now paying cash for 
$2,700 ove’ (Allied), new low at/advertisements in leading news- 

* Senpde , papers. Brown continues to offer 
acre (RKO) (2,300; 15-20-25- free tickets through chain store 
RKO 5- ye Age of Consent’! .ystem. Exploitation at minimum 
( ). oman’s picture that/,. managers somewhat discouraged, 


but belief growing that brighter 
davs ahead, 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252: 15-25-35-40)— 
‘Downstairs’ (M-G). Good trade at 
$9,200. Last week ‘Zombie’ (UA) 
$7,500, so-so. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,765; 15- 
25-35-40)—‘Jewel Robbery’ (FN). 
Weak $6,(00. Last week ‘First Year’ 
(Fox), $4.100. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,710; 35- 
55)—‘Passport to Hell’ (Fox) (four 
days) and Hobart Bosworth in per- 
son, Builds to $6,100. Last three 
days ‘Week End Marriage’ (FN), 


$2,700. 

Brown (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Miss 
Pinkerton’ (FN). Weak at $2,600. 
Last week ‘Roar of Dragon’ (Radio), 
$2,800. 

Alamo (Lourth Ave.) (1,000; 15- 
25)—‘Stranger in Town’ (FN). Fair 
$2,200. Last week ‘Texas Bad Man’ 
(U), $2,F00. 

. 


NO SMASHES IN COL’S; 
‘AM. MADNESS,’ $5,000 


Columbus, Aug. 15. 

Palace and Ohio have sole draws 
of the week with neither looked on 
for any smash biz. Heavy public- 
ity on ‘American Madness,’ the Pal- 
ace feature. 

Local A. A. ball club leaves on 
road trip this week and that should 
do all houses some good. Nite ball 
game crowds have been averaging 
— which is plenty bad for the 

ms, 


Estimates for This Week 








Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-35)— 
‘American Madness’ (Par). Should 
build to fair $5,000. Last week 
‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par) good 


enough at $5,200. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Guilty as Hell’ (Fox). Getting by 
on title and exploited as novelty. 
Should hit nice $7,000. Last week 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) fair at 


$5,800. 
Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 15-25) 
--‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox). Hardly 


worth anything to this house and 
won't top $2,500. Last week ‘Week 
= Only’ (Fox) not so bad at $3,- 

00. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 
‘Stranger in Town’ (FN). 
500. Last week ‘Igloo’ (U) and 
‘Mystery of Life’ fell off toward 
close but got good enough $4,300. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Bachelor Affairs’ (Fox). Will do 
nice $2,500, principally dhe to Men- 
jou who is liked here. Last week 
‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par) off at 
close but still good at $2,400. 


Million Cost and Dubious 
Story Shelve ‘Lusitania’ 


—_—__—_——— 


20-35)— 
Mild $2,- 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Definitely shelved is Paramount's 


heading the stage show, moves to a 
satisfactory gate of $60,000. 

While biz is slow currently next 
week looks to zoom as Broadway 
gets dressed up with new season's 
product almost everywhere. The 
Roxy reopening under Fox-Skouras 
management has ‘First Year’ as the 
door swinger beginning Saturday 
(20). 

Warner's Hollywood is also sched- 

uled for reopening as a two-a-dayer 
with ‘Life Begins.’ Mayfair gets 
Universal’s ‘Back Street,’ and the 
Rivoli on Thursday (18) takes Che- 
valier’s ‘Love Me Tonight.’ ‘Horse- 
feathers’ is pencilled in for five 
weeks at the Rialto. 
Capitol’s ‘Skyscraper Souls,’ not 
so forte on its holdover week, sends 
the spot into crimson with $40,000, 
although two of the five or six acts 
on the stage alone is standing the 
house something like $10,500—Ben 
Bernie and Morton Downey. 

‘Hollywood Speaks’ at the Win- 
ter Garden, around $7,000, is hardly 
profitable. Mayfair, holding over 
‘American Madness,’ after a slight 
opening week’s profit is slipping to 
a scant $13,000, hardly above the 
black. . 

The Strand looks for a fair second 
week with ‘Doctor X’ at $20,000, al- 
though that’s almost half of what 
the film got on its first eight days, 
indicating «n angle on holdover 
films generally under present con- 
ditions. 

Three weeks of ‘White Zombie 
looked like too much for the Rivoll, 
as that film heads out Thursday 
(18) for a low $8,000, not a happy 
figure even for the finish. 

Palace is shoving into its accus- 
tomed gait as the vaude bills as- 
sume a lesser cost and makes the 
house’s present pclicy look doubt- 
ful again at $15,000; a probable loss 
or. the week of $5,000, with ‘Con- 
gorilla’ second run and Bill Robin- 
son on the stage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (18th week). 
Still around with no exit date as 
yet, although ‘Strange Interlude’ 
(M-G) is imminent. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) 
(24 week) and stage show. Despite 
pulling power of Ben Bernie and 
Morton Downey film isn’t holding 
up as a holdover, with only $40,000 
in sight. Last week, with Abe Lys 
man on his fifth period and Milton 
Berle, Lillian Roth, besides Velog 
and anda, on the stage, picture 
scraped $48,000, which makes the 
holdover operation a puzzler. Both 
figures indicate red, 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83)—‘Amer- 
ican Madness’ (Col)- (2d week). 
Despite favorable notices and even 
editorial comment from one of the 
dailies, weak at $13,000. Last week 
only $1,200 better. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83)—‘Con- 
gorilla’ (Fox) and stage show with 
Bill Robinson toplining. Only $15,- 
000, a probable deficit on the week 
of around $5,000, as rent on the 
house is back currently. Last week 
Kate Smith holding over on stage, 
‘Purchase Price’ (WB) closed a 
weak $16,700; no profit. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
—‘War Correspondent’ (Col). Aided 
by wide publicity on George Jessel 
and Norma Talmadge hookup, house 
is moving to a comfortable gate of 
$60,000. Last week as Harry Rich- 
man faded from the stage due to ill- 
ness, on his fifth week, ‘Guilty as 
Hell’ (Par) proved a weak sister at 
$48,300. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10)— 
‘Horsefeathers’ (Per). Marx Broth- 
ers ‘ilm, first of Par’s new releases, 
is cleaning up as Broadway's first 
of the new season’s smash films 
with $50,000 for the week, a good 
figure in any year. Pencilled in for 
five weeks and looks like it will 
Stick. Midnight mats nightly. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘White Zombie’ (UA) (3rd-final 
week). Three weeks too much and 
film heads out with a sickly $8,000, 
a bad finish to make way for Che- 
valier’s ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) 
scheduled for five weeks beginning 


Thursday (18). Previous week, 
$14,200, n. s. ge. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)— 
‘First Year’ (Fox). Under Fox Film 
management, Skouras operating, re- 


opens Saturday (20) with elaborate 
presentation. 


Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-94-$1.10) 
— Doctor X’ (FN) (2d week). Move 
ing slowly to $20,000, this thrill film 
will gross on its holdover period 


only about half of its $38,000 in the 
first eight days. 





Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-83- 
94)—‘Holly wood Speaks’ (Col). 
Weak at $7,900, following three 
iweeks of ‘Congorilla’ (Fox) which 

felosed its run at $14,200, fair 
lenough but not over enthusiastic, 
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GOOD PIX AND 


STAGE NAMES 
UP FRISCO 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 

It’s a five-cornered battle this 
week, a battle as keen as it is di- 
versified, with names competing for 
Fox and Warfield against comedy 
for Paramount, mystery for War- 
ners and music for Golden Gate. 

Despite the dog races and a $35,000 
gate at the post-Olympic British- 
American games on Sunday, all 
houses upped. 

Fox has Lilyan Tashman and Ken 
Murray on stage to hold up weak 
‘Passport to Hell,’ and while duo 
rates credit for considerable of draw, 
the $30,000 pace is poor. With real 
dough going for these names it isn't 
enough. 

Warfield has Chic Sale in person, 
comedian pulling $3,000 as salary 
with a split of all over $15,000. So 
if Warfield hits its hoped-for $18,000 
it means $4,500 for comic. Biz 
started quite heavily and has been 
building. 

Four Marx Brothers are at the 
Par in ‘Horse Feathers,’ socking out 
a smashing $22,000. 

Golden Gate has the home town 
boy, Horace Heidt, on stage and he’s 
helping theatre along to a satisfac- 
tory gross. RKO vaude units now 
out, Heidt’s band and locally booked 
acts holding stage. ‘American 
Madness’ on screen and getting 
good word of mouth. 

Orpheum has ‘Bring ’Em Back 

Alive’ for deuce week, which, with 
previous seven days at Golden Gate, 
-gives film three weeks in ’Frisco. At 
$6,000 for final stanza, $8,800 for sec- 
ond and over $21,000 for first, pic- 
ture has knocked off approximately 
$36,500 here, a sweet figure. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (5,000; 50-70)—‘Passport to 
Hell’ (Fox) and stage show headed 
by Lilyan Tashman and Ken Mur- 
ray. Poor $30,000 despite the names. 
Last week’s ‘First Year’ (Fox), but 
no stage names, slightly less than 
$31,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 35-55- 
65)—‘American Madness’ (Col) and 
stage show with Horace Heidt’s 
band. Film getting favorable com- 
ment but Huston not big in ’Frisco. 
Heidt a draw and holding house up 
to satisfactory $12,000. Last week, 
Heidt’s first, take was $11,400 on 
‘War Correspondent’ (Col). 

Orpheum (RKO )(2,300; 35-55)— 








F-WC’s Profit 





Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
For the first time under 
Skouras operation, the entire 
FWC circuit showed a profit 
last week. 











‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ (Radio) and 
Frank Buck in person, second week. 
Buck not given much credit as 
draw, but film holding up to okay 
$6,000 on final stanza. Week before 
was $8,800, good, after smash $21,- 
000 at RKO’s Golden Gate week pre- 
vious, 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 55-65)— 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par). House 
back in running again after several 
off weeks and smash $22,000 is big- 
gest in months. Marx Bros. build- 
ing. Last week ‘Devil and Deep’ 
(Par) poor at $8,000. Means a cinch 
second week for the Marxes. 
Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 55-65)— 
‘Crooner’ (WB) and stage show. 
Chic Sale getting the billing and 
the biz with $18,000 expected. House 
has been hitting on all fours lately 
getting great $20,000 on ‘Guilty as 
Hell’ (Par) last week. 

Warners (1,365; 55-65)—‘Doctor 
xX’ (WB). Mystery thriller that’s 
appealing to ticket buyers; $10,000, 
nice. Last week ‘Stranger in Town’ 
(WB) very poor at $3,000. 


Endurance Dance Will 
Get Play in WB Picture 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

First feature to play up marathon 
dancing will be ‘The Lown Down,’ 
Warners’ press agent yarn. 

Studio will probably snatch scenes 
at the La Monica ballroom, Santa 
Monica, where a long-distance ga- 
votte is now running. 


JAMES-SEYMOUR ASSIGNED 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Rian ‘James and James Seymour 
have been assigned Sy Warners to 
work on a treatment of ‘Lawyer 
Man’ by Max Trell. 
This is the Paul Muni picture 
originally slated for Edward Robin- 
son, 











First Pineapples in Years 
Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 15. 

First open union trouble here in 
years broke out with tossing of 
stench bombs in the Wor!d theatre, 
nabe. Police aid was asked by 
Elmer Loritz, operator of the thea- 
tre. 

World is the only house in the 





city operating non-union, 
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APEING METRO’S APE 
LESSER’S SERIAL PLAN 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Claiming that he’ll spend $250,000 
on his serial, ‘Tarzan the Fearless,’ 
Sol Lesser figures the cliff Jhanger 
can land in first runs on the 


strength of popularity of Metro's re- 
cent ‘Tarzan, the Ape Man.’ 

Lesser believes serials can be 
made popular in houses other than 
second runs and shooting galleries, 
and is willing to gamble on a class 
production to prove it. 

Lesser will use James Pierse in 
the ‘Tarzan’ part. Same player was 
the ape man in first FBO ‘Tarzan’ 
serial. Girl will be Jeannette Loff. 
Breezy Eason slated to direct the 
15 installments. 








Court Denies Consol’s 


Petition by the Consolidated Film 
Industries for a summary judgment. 
against Talking Picture Epics, now 
in the hands of a receiver, was 
turned down by the New York Su- 
preme Court. Amount involved in 
the action is $5,250, which Consoli- 
datei claims TPE incurred before 
the receivership. 

Consolidated had let it be known 
that it had no intention of pressing 
the judgment in the event it was 
granted, but merely was interested 
in having. the court establish the 
validity of the claim. When an 


attorney for TPE interposed an ob- 


jection to various items on the bill, 
court ruled against the summary 
judgment and advised Consolidated 
the case will first have to be tried 
as a regular collection suit. 





Harry Balaban Expands 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 
Harry Balaban, one of the broth- 
ers but not connected with the Pal- 
aban and Katz organization, has 


acquired another theatre, the Pick- 


wick in Park Ridge, suburb. 
Balaban controls a_ string of 
smaller houses, notably the Dear- 
born and Windsor, Chicago, and the 
Adams, Detroit. He appears to have 
been quietly expanding. 

Pickwick deal reported as 50-50 
with the property owners for the 
first year and $15,000 annual rental 
thereafter. 





Coast ‘Hotel’ Closing 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15, 

Road showing of ‘Grand Hotel in 
coast territory winds up at Whittier, 
Cal., Aug. 18. 

Metro will have exhibited picture 
in every city, town and hamlet of 
any size between Mexican and Can- 
adian borders at advanced scale and 
as far east as the Rocky Mountains. 





WB Appointments 


Hollywood, Aug. 15, 
Robin Walker, formerly assistant, 
succeeds Herman Politz as purchas- 
ing agent at the Warner studio. 
DeLeon Anthony succeeds Henry 
Blanks as head of the foreign de- 
partment on the same lot, Blank 
becoming an associate producer, 





COAST ROBBERIES 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Bandits yesterday (Sunday) 
locked F. A. Regan, manager, and 
two employees of the Warner thea- 
tre, Fresno, Cal., in a vault and got 
away with $4,000. 

Same night thugs held up W. O. 
Butts and his wife at the Fox 
Figueroa, local theatre, and got 
away with $750. 





WB’S COAST PREVIEW 
Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

New product will be screened by 
WB-FN at the F-WC United Ar- 
tists, Wilshire boulevard, Aug. 22- 
23. 

This is part of the company’s 
campaign for all keys, to give ex- 
hibs an advance glimpse at 12 pic- 
tures. 





COHEN-RKO DEAL COLD 


RKO’s proposed takeover of Sid- 
ney Cohen’s Empire theatre, Bronx, 
New York, has faded through fail- 
ure of the two parties to get to- 
gether on terms. 

Empire was wanted by RKO to 
complete its exclusive Fox product 
buy in New York. Cohen’s Fox 
franchise for his theatre would have 
given RKO a 100% Fox buy in the 
Bronx. 














Petition Over TPE 
































































































































































































































Total of grosses during July for towns.and houses listed as previously 

reported weekly. 
NEW YORK 
July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23> 

CAPITOL | Red Headed | Red Headed | Unashamed | Washington 
High .$110,400 Woman Woman $51,500 Masquerade 
Low.. 16,000 $58,000 $39,000 Jack Benny $60,000 

Stage Show (2d week) |Jean Hersholt| Lou Holtz , 
Phil Baker 
PAR- Make Me a | Million Dollar| Lady and Madame 

AMOUNT Star Legs ent Racketeer 
High. $95,000 $56,000 $51,900 $45,900 $51,300 
Low.. 35,700) Stage Show | Harry Rich- | Harry Rich- | Harry Rich, 

Rudy Vallee man, Bert man, Bert man, Bert : 
Ethel Wheeler Lahr Lahr 
Merman sti 

MAYFAIR Bring ‘Em Bring 'Em What Price What Price. 
High. Back Alive Back Alive Hollywood Hollywood 
Low.. $24,700 $18,000 $18,000 $13,700: 

(3d -week) (4th, final (2d week) \ 
week) 
' STRAND | Winner Take _ Miss Purchase Jewel 
High. aby 4 All Pinkerton Price Robbery 
Low.. 8,000 $23,500 $18,500 $16,500 $21,200 
(3d, final 
week) 
— ———=>= 
July 2 ___ July 9 July 16 July 23» 

CHICAGO Make Me a | Red Headed | Washington Lady and , 
High. $71,300 Star Woman Masquerade Mh. 
Low.. 27,200 $35,000 $52,000 $38,000 $30,000 =}. 

Stage Show | ‘Rhapsody in be 

Thurston Black’ Tie 

A (Tab) » 
“ORIENTAL | Unashamed | Week End | Million Dollar Miss 4 

igh. $23,000 Marriage Legs Pinkerton ° 

Low.. 16,000} Stage Show $28,000 $20,000 $16,000 
George Jessel Sophie (New Low) 
Norma Tal- Tucker 
madge # 

STATE- Bring ’Em Bring ’Em | Week Ends | No Greater” 

_ LAKE Back Alive | Back Alive Only Love ~ 
High. $45,300 $15,500 $9,000 $18,000 $16,000 
OW... (24 week) (3d, final Vaude, 
heey Aas _ week) 

a == =—==5 

Tt July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 | 

LOEW’S Society Girl Rebecca of | Wet Parade For Glory | 

_ STATE $14,200 Sunnybrook $16,000 and a Girl 
High. $48,000) Stage Show Farm Will (Huddle) 
Low.. 10,000 $13,200 Mahoney $18,000 

Jack 
i _ Dempsey 
AR- Make Me a Man From Million . Lady and . 

AMOUNT Star Yesterday Dollar Legs Gent 
High. a $13,750 $13,000 $13,400 $8,000 
Low.. 8,000} Staze Show ‘ (New Low) 
WARNER’S Miss Winner Take Purchase Stranger in 
HOLLYW’D Pinkerton All Price Town 
High. 7 ae $10,300 $12,150 $8,800 $6,500 
Low.. 6,500 (New Low) 
WARNER’S Love Is a Dark Horse Miss Winner Take 
DOWNT’'N Racket $7,900 Pinkerton All 
High. $38,800 $8,900 Hill Billies $7,500 $10,000 
Low.. 7,000 Vaude 

= 
BROOKLYN 
July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 
PAR- Make Me a Lady and Madame 

AMOUNT Star Gent Racketeer 
High. $30,000 $28,900 $21,900 
Low.. Stage Show 

FOX Bachelor’s Monte Carlo Almost ~ 
Affair Madness Married ~ 
$8,000 $7,000 $10,000 

Stage Show 
METRO- New Morais Red Headed Doomed - 
POLITAN for Old Woman Battalion 
$12,000 $24,000 $18,000 
Vaude Ethel 
Merman » 
ALBEE Night World What Price | Roar of the 
$17,000 Hollywood Dragon 
Vaude $21,500 $12,600 ~ 
* Buddy 
Rogers 
Vaude 
STRAND Winner Take Dark Horse Miss 
sis 760 $9,900 Pinkerton 
. $8,500 
NEW HAVEN 
July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 
PARA- Man from Make Me a Million Lady and — 

_MOUNT Yesterday Star Dollar Legs Gent 
High. $21,000 % $6,300 $8,800 $7,100 
Low.. 6,300) Stage thow (New Low) 

FOX-POLI Rebecca Red Headed | Washington | Skyscraper : 
High. $26,000 and Woman Masquerade Souls * 
Low.. 4,000 Fast $5,800 and $4,000 ° 

Companions Almost (New Low) 
$4,500 Married . 
$4,500 ™ 

SHERMAN Street of Winner Roar of the Miss , 
E gh. $16,000- Women Take All Dragon Pinkerton 
Low.. 1,500 and and and and 

Love Is a Roadhouse Hell's House | Panama Fl@ 
Racket Murder $4,000 ,000 
———— 
PITTSBURGH 
July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 

STANLEY | What Price Winner Rebecca Lad oe 
High. $48,000; Hollywood Take All $10,000 y aw 
Low.. 8,000 $14,000 $11,000 $8,000 

oct 5 7 (New Low) 

FULTON trangers of lara Deane Almost Monte Carl 
High. $12,000 | the Evening $3,100 Married Matas 
Low 1,900 $3,600 ana $3,000 
Zane Grey’s 
South Seas 
$2,900 = 

PENN Man from Red Headed | Washington Make Me @ 

High. $41,000; Yesterday Woman Masquerade Star 
Low.. 9,000 $10,000 $15,000 $12,000 $9,000 

(New Lowf:' 

DAVIS Ferguson Dark Horse ’ 

High. = Case $1,250 (Dark) 

Low.. 00, $2,400 (5_days) __ — 
( (Continued on page 21) 
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Sidetrack Film 
Deal as Ottawa 
Talk Nears End 


Ottawa, Aug. 15. 

There is still an air of much mys- 
tery at the Imperial Economic Con- 
ference on the question of British 
films and the encouragement there- 
of. One of the progressive st2p3 of 
the Empire Parley within the past 
few days was a meeting of the Brit- 
ish delegation at which a sub-com- 
mittee was appointed to study the 
film situation and to report to the 
main United Kingdom body. 

Reference was made to the offer 
of Prime Minister Bennett of Can- 
ada to provide for the entry of 
British films into Canada duty-free. 
Linked with this offer has been the 
suggestion to the Provincial Gov- 
ernments in Canada to arrange for 
free censorship of British films as 
a bit more toward preferential 
treatment as against film imports 
from the United States. But the 
personnel of this film sub-commit- 
tee has not been divulged. 

The British film gala was staged 
at the Capitol Theatre, Ottawa, as 
a trade demonstration under the 


(Continued on page 38) 


G. B. TURNS VAUDFILM, 
ENDING DOUBLE BILLS 


London, Aug. 15. 

Gaumont British starts on a new 
policy for its 350 picture houses 
from Aug. 29. 

They will only show one feature 
film, and in the place of the sec- 
ond feature substitute a_ stage 
band and five acts. There will also 
be a couple of shorts as fill-ins, 














Pearson Puts Audible 
Co. Into Liquidation 


London, Aug. 6. 

With dramatic suddenness, Aud- 
ible Filmcraft, joke of the British 
film field, wound up to a doleful 
conclusion. Its career has been 
checkered. Originally there were 
four or five companies which 
merged and called themselves Aud- 
ible Filmcraft. 

Since the talkers came the con- 
cern has made one picture, which 
it took them months to get off the 
shelf because they could not pay 
the sound royalties on the negative. 

Every year George Pearson, their 
chairman, got a vote of confidence 
from the stockholders who never 


seemed to worry about. their 
$1,000,000. 
At the last meeting Pearson 


played his trump card. He put a 
motion of voluntary liquidation be- 
fore the meeting, saying he didn’t 
care whether they carried it or not, 
Compulsory liquidation would mean 
a government examination of the 
books. So the meeting, out to get 
its drop of blood, voted against 
voluntary liquidation, knowing the 
creditors meeting, held immediately 
afterwards, would be swayed into 
compulsory liquidation by their ver- 
dict. 

As the show of hands went 
against his motion, Pearson banged 
a bundle of proxies on the table 
and declared the resolution carried. 

The meeting promptly broke up 
in disorder. 





Thau Taking Census? 


Berlin, Aug. 6. 

Ben Thau, casting manager of 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, arrived in 
Berlin. He has-been in London, but 
has signed none for Hollywood. 

In three days here he viewed 13 
pictures and talked to scores of 
German actors and actresses. 

Thau plans to go to Budapest, 
Vienna, Rome and return via Paris 
to U. S. A. 


Sound Wins in Poll 


Prague, Aug. 4. 
In order to test the popularity of 
the silent and sound films, the man- 
ager of the Odeon movie theatre in 
Maerisch-Ostrau, Moravia, screened 





French Co. Exploiting 
U. S. Shorts Wholesale 


Paris, Aug. 6. 

Surplus of shorts in America and 
dearth of shorts here has resulted 
in the promotion of a local com- 
pany, ‘Societe de Reportage Filme.’ 
The firm gets for a song the rights 
to American shorts and _ sound- 
syncronizes them here, which is 
cheap. Idea is not so much to sell 
the shorts as units to exhibs, as to 
sell wholesale to producers who 
must supply exhibs with complete 
programs. 

Another idea is to open a special 
house with a bill made only of 
storts, and somewhat similar to 
newsreel houses. A test of public 
taste will shortly be made in this 
direction, and if successful should 
provide a new opening for shorts 
of all kinds—comedy, scenic and 
educational, 

Latter, for scientific subjects, will 
be m. c.’d by celebreties, introduc- 
ing them with a French speech, 


FARM OUT ANN DVORAK 
FOR TWO-TONGUE FILM 


London, Aug. 6. 

Ann Dvorak, the girl who walked 
out of Hollywood, etc., arrived here 
last week to make an Anglo-Ger- 
man talker for Gainsborough- Ufa. 

Her signing is rather mysterious. 
She was originally signed, appar- 
ently, by one Cecil Landav, who 
once played leads in silent pictures, 
and owned a night club. 

Landau is said to have had back- 
ing, and to have signed Miss Dvorak 
for a film, which he couldn’t make 
immediateiy. The girl was conse- 
quently sublet to Gaumont British. 

Meanwhile, Landau talks about 
his potential films and Miss Dvorak 
talks about Hollywood and asks who 
she really is working for. 


Chi to Supply Talkers 
To 2,000,000 U. S. Poles 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Preliminary casting and prepara- 
tion has already started on the all- 
Polish feature to be made at the 
Harley Clarke studio on Sheridan 
Road. Production will start about 
Sept. 15 and 20 shooting days are 
figured. 

Count Thaddeus Pientowski will 
direct. Polish title translates into 
English as ‘The Tribulations of 
Mary Poshuh.’ A Polish leading 
lady will be brought in from New 
York, but the balance of the cast will 
be recruited from Chicago’s Polish 
colony of about 400,000. 

S. M. and W. S. Keller who are 
financing the picture plan to make 
six features during the year. Count 
Pientowski will go ahead of each 
picture and lecture for the bigger 
Polish-American colonies. 

Portable equipment will be sent 
on the road to tap the smaller 














Polish communities and _ parish 
houses. A third distribution outlet 
is Poland itself. Foreign rights 


have been sold for a flat sum, 

Only one Polish talker has ever 
been made on this side. Buffalo, 
Detroit and Chicago, between them 
have about 2,000,000 Polish resi- 
dents. Poles stick to their native 
tongue much longer than most im- 
migrants. 





Germany Lists 99 for 


New Season Release 


Berlin, Aug. 6. 
Latest publications show the fol- 
lowing figures for pictures to be 
released the coming season by 
various companies: 





BAGIER’S NEW CO. 


Berlin, Aug. 6. 


Dr. Guido Bagier, former Tobis 





the Ufa sound film, ‘There Was Once 
a Walce,’ and the silent film, ‘Caught 
in a Lie,’ with Nina Petrovna. 

A vote taken revealed that the 
audiences favored the sound film, | 


manager, now manager of the 


by Bagier, with production in Ber- 
lin, Paris and London. 
Six or eight pictures are to he 


produced in the three cities named. 
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TOFA, a newly established company | 


VON BOLVARY-METRO? 


May 





Director of ‘Two Hearts’ 
Finally Come Over 





Looks as if Metro will bring over 
Geza von Bolvary, the German- 
Hungarian director of ‘Two Hearts 
in Waltz Time,’ etc., acceding to 
his demands for a term contract at 
real dough, 

Not the first American bid for 
von Bolvary, but he has held out 
for more than the usual trial and 
optional agreement, not being too 
keen about Hollywood in the first 
place. 


Dominion Tobe 
Plunge in Native 
Film Production 


Ottawa, Aug. 15. 

The expected has happened in 
connection with the Imperial Eco- 
nomic Conference at Ottawa as a 
result of discussions with regard to 
British films and quotas in the an- 
nouncement of the organization of 
Canada Productions, Ltd., for the 
purpese of producing motion pic- 
tures in Canada. The enterprise 
appears to have substance. 

The new company has secured 
the use of the Ontario Govern- 
ment film studio at Trenton, On- 
tario, and the first picture will get 
under way on August 21, it is an- 
nounced, the orchestra of the Im- 
perial Theatre, Toronto, having 
been engaged for the film, a musical 
short. 

J. D. Fletcher, a Canadian, for- 
merly with Famous Players Ca- 
nadian Corp., and in recent years at 
Hollywood, is the managing direc- 
tor of Canada Productions Limited, 
the head office of which is at To- 
ronto. E. W. Beatty, president of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, is 
mentioned as president of the com- 
pany. Royal Securities, Ltd., of 
Montreal, headed by Sir Herbert 
Holt, is interested, it is stated. As- 
sociated with Fletcher is Harry 
Sédgwick, of Toronto, until recent- 
ly with Famous Players Canadian 
Corp. The new company will be 
independent, it is announced, 

Fletcher has been busy at the 
Imperial Economic Conference 
where he has caught the ear of 
Empire delegates as a preliminary 
move to gaining markets for the 
company’s products in British 
countries, The proposition has 
aroused some stir in official circles. 











Europe, Save Germany, 
On Climb, Kent Finds 
After Study of Field 


With the possibe exception of 
Germany, the film trade situation 
abroad is better than in America. 
This is not a cursory survey. It is 
the gist of views from many Amer- 
ican travelers abroad. 

Latest observation is that of Sid- 
ney Kent, Fox president, recently 
returned from a _ six-week’s busi- 
ness trip to Europe, accompanied 
by Mrs. Kent and Clayton Sheehan. 

Whereas generally in the states 
the circuits’ income has been on a 
general decline, in Europe it’s on 
the rise and majors are showing 
net profits. 

This is particularly so in the 
sritish Isles. France’s film house 
position is also okay. The one bad 
point among the bigger situations in 
Europe is in Germany. Here,the cou- 
pled economic and political mixup 
has hurt the theatre income, 








MELNITZ TO MAKE 6 
Paris, Aug. 6. 
Curtiz Melnitz is now in Paris to 
join the ranks of indie producers. 
Idea is to make a series of six 
| pictures, for which he will have to 
| find local studio facilities—possibly 





__ jin the Braunberger or Eclair studios. 
| Financing will be supplied locally. 





Budapest, Aug. 4. 

Alex Korda negotiating for pur- 
chase of Star Studios in Budapest, 
dark for years, but a fine plant. 

If carried out, a BritiSh company 
| will finance versions and making of 
pictures in English and 
under 


| Korda Bids for Ctudio 
| 


| several 
Hungarian 
here next year. 


Korda's direction | 


Metro's Take-It-or-Leave-It. Stand 
On Marketing Its Films in Europe 





Emelka Uncertain, but 
Krauss Films Are O. K. 


Munich, Aug. 6. 

Emelka’s position remains clouded. 
Difficulties of Emelka were in large 
part due to high rents for their film 
theatres. A reduction in rents could 
not be arranged and so the only 
alternative was to declare insol- 
vency and to try to come to an ar- 
rangement with the creditors. 

Apart from the theatre depart- 
ment remains the release activity of 
the Bayrische Film Co. This branch 
of Emelka is considered sound un- 
der General Manager Krauss. Well- 
informed circles consider the 16 
pictures announced for release in 
the coming season sufficiently fin- 
anced, 


LOOK FOR COMPROMISE 
IN FOX-B-G WRANGLE 


After sitting around the table 
with Sid Kent, abroad, both sides to 
the Fox-British Gaumont situation 
now look for a businesslike settle- 
ment of their differences. Fox is 
not going to pull out of B-G, and 
the latter’s managers are now re- 
ported in a negotiating state of 
mind, 

That’s progress reported from of- 
ficial Fox sources following Kent’s 
return from Europe. 

While Fox is not pulling out of 
B-G the company will not immedi- 
ately drop its London court action 
against B-G, for $20,000,000 pur- 
chase price of a half interest in 
65% of the stock of British & Me- 
tropolis, holding company of B-G. 

From the meagre info-mation at 
hand it looks like a business trade 
off between the companies con- 
cerned. The best indications of this 
is that Fox is looking toward a 
production hookup for British quota 
films with B-G. 

Winthrop Aldrich, president of 
Chase, Fox financial interests, sat 
in with Kent in the London con- 
fabs. Alfred Wiggin, chairman of 
the Chase Board, also abroad dur- 
ing the confabs, but it’s not known 
whether he participated in the B-G 
talks. 

On the B-G end, those who par- 
ticipated in the cuonfabs were Isi- 
dore Ostrer, B-G operating chief, 
and Lord Lee, deciding factor in 
any conference between Fox and 
British Gaumont. Lee holds one 
percent of the B-G stock, by as- 
signment from Fox and B-G, lat- 
ter owning 49%% each, Lee’s 
place in the picture is a British 
angle providing for control of the 
company by Britishers, in accord- 
ance with British laws. 

Fox’s situation with Hoyt’s Aus- 
tralian Circuit doesn’t look so tough 


(Continved on Page 38) 








Two India-Bound to Make 
All-Native Production 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Tom White and Leon Shamroy 
are leaving Oct. 1 for India to pro- 
duce an all-native picture. Both 
were associated with Harriet Hunt- 
ington in the making of her feature 
in Bali. 

Pair will be gone six months. 





‘CITY LIGHTS’ MUSIC ROW 

. Paris, Aug. 6. 
Charlie Chaplin is indirectly party 
to a suit brought by the music pub- 
lishing house Salabert against 
United Artists here. Salabert owns 
the music rights to Raquel Meller’s 
hit, ‘La Violetterra,’ authored by 
Jose Padilla, and the tune was in- 
serted in the musical adaptation of 
‘City Lights.’ Ground of the suit 
is allegation that the billing says 
‘Music by Charlie Chaplin,’ and 

United Artists refused to alter It. 


Banky to Berlin for U 


Universal is shipping Vilma 
3Zanky to Berlin to handle the 
| femme lead opposite Louis Trenker 
in ‘The Rebel.’ It's one of the first 











three pictures to be made by Paul 


| Kohner for U in Berlin and will be 
; made in German and English. Most 
|of the shooting is to be done in the 
| Alps, 

It’s the first picture work for Miss 


} Banky in some time 


Metro is quitting the foreign lan- 
| guage field completely. According to 
| Arthur Loew, head of Metro’s for- 
eign department, the company will 
not attempt to make foreign lan- 
guage films in the future, either in 
the United States or abroad. 

Complications in various parts of 
the world, in the shape of film quo- 
tas, embargos and contingents, are 
at present too bothersome to fight, 
in Mr. Loew’s opinion. Rather than 
adapt its plans and programs to 
the ideas of various European gov- 
ernments, he says, Metro will con- 
tent itself -‘ith concentration on 
the English language. Metro will not 
give up the foreign market, he 
points out, but will sell its films, as 
made in Hollywood, wherever pos- 
sible. 

Metro has practically washed up 
its version production department 
on the Coast. Several pictures are 
still-in work and they will be com- 
pleted, but no new ones started. 
Nothing to stop Metro from contin- 


(Continued on page 39) 


CANADA’S BRITISH FILM 
IMPORTS UP, U.S. LOSES 


Ottawa, Aug. 15. 


Decision of the Canadian Govern- 
ment to provide free entry into 
Canada of British films, as a direct 
result of the Imperial Economic 
Conference, brings out an interest- 
ing thought. That is that Canadian 
import of pictures from Great 
Britain have increased during the 
past year without such artificial 
stimuli as quota laws. At the same 
time there has been a substantial 
drop in ‘ilm imports from the 
United States during the same 
period. 

During the fiscal year ending 
March 31, 1932, Canada imported 
1,316,449 feet of film from England 
valued at $104,306, as compared with 
a total of 1,068,543 feet, valued at 
$87,778 for the previous 12 months, 

For the same period, film imports 
from the United States totalled 
8,315,774 feet of film for a value of 
$706,918. This compares with 15,- 
046,579 feet of celluloid valued at 
$1,232,028 for the preceding 12 
months. 

Means that American film imports 
for the year decreased about 45% 
at the same time as British picture 
biz in the Dominion moved up 
about 30%. 

Figures, while they seem startling, 
aren’t as terrible as at first indi- 
cated, however, for those who are 
good at picking alibis. Joker lies in 
the fact that total film imports of 
Canada have dropped from 19,887,- 
857 feet of film for the fiscal year 
ending 1930 to 10,477,240 feet for the 
12 months ending March 31, 1931. 
Decrease in cash value has been 
from $1,604,898 to $877,981. 


‘Double Bills Despite 
French Film Shortage 


Paris, Aug. 6. 


Despite the film shortage, many 
house managers are agitating for 
introducing double-features. This 
mostly in provincial houses. They 
claim that the drop in grosses is not 
sufficiently explained by the summer 
season; and that in the fall grosses 
will remain under normal unless 
something is done to increase the 
public’s interest in theatres. 

They consider that the first part 
of the bill, as currently given in 
most cases, is insufficient. This 
usually comprises a few news clips, 
an animated cartoon and one or two 
short comedies. After intermission 
comes the feature. 

Audiences, especially in the prov- 
inces, expect the show to last fully 
three hours. 
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Joinville Set For 8 


Paris, Aug. 6. 
Paris Joinville studios are putting 





into operation a schedule of pro- 
duction for 8 pictures, meaning that 
| they will be kept busy until the end 
iof the year. 

Outlook precludes, until then, pos- 
|sibility of using any facilities for 
other companies should this have 
}been contemplated. 
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FROM RICHARD WALTON TULLY’S MATCHLESS STAGE PRODUCTION WITH 


DOLORES DELRIO) JOEL MSCREA 


ohn Halliday, Creighton Chaney, Richard ‘Skeets’ Gallagher, Bert Roach 
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IN A BLAZE OF GLORY! 
















The grandest romance ever written ... most aa 
famous of all American plays sweeps to the we. 
screen a flaming pageant of a forbidden 
love. White man... brown girl... caught in 
the volcanic drama of life... on the moon 
drenched shores of a magic isle ...where 
blood runs hot and the heart is free and man” 
holds in fierce embrace the alluring image of 
elemental woman as the jealous God in the 
Mountain of Fire sunders the earth and splits 
the skies and hurls the sea to a bottomless 
pit because ,she broke the savag Taboo! 
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THE PLAY THAT SWEPT- 
THE WORLD IS THE TRI- 
UMPH OF THE SCREEN 


ICK, Executive Producer 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing and 
Where and Why 











——— ne a 


M.’s NEW 
E LUXE 
HOWS 
DYNAMITE 
NATION'S 
GROSSES ; 









Pioneer 
Bill Raynor, who put on first 
F&M “Talent Quest” in East and 
then divers '&M _ stunts at Fox 
Detroit. takes RKO New England 
houses as division head; Jack Mc- 
Curdy, another F&M stunt expert, 





going with him to Boston. Bill's 
pioneer “Quest” at Lafayette, Buf- 
falo, still talked about in that burg, 
while Detroit papers publicly ac- 


knowledge loss of Bill at the Fox. 
Advance 

Corbin Patrick, ace writer on In- 
dianapolis Star, breaks precedent 
by writing up coming of “Desert 
Song’ Idea to Publix Indiana two 
months before arrival date. This is 
first time Fanchon and Marco or 
any other stage attraction received 
special Star story so far in ad- 
vance, and that even takes in 
Maude Adams’ show. Bravo, Pat- 
rick! 





Originals 

Le Roy Prinz has been assigned 
by Fanchon to the direction of 
“Follow Thru,” which is set for 
early opening at the Fox, San 
Francisco. The F&M _ policy of 
original cast players whenever 
available will be followed through 
on this one, as the engagement of 
Olive Olson and Joe Penner indi- 
cates, Show will be shaped to play 
some one night legit stands, when 
convenient. 

















































“THE DESERT SONG” 


Intact—Cast of 65—By arrangement with Schwab and Mandel —6o 
weeks already booked and more dates coming in daily!—_Smashed 2-year 
record at Paramount, Portland—Fire Department necessary to handle crowds 
at 5th Avenue, Seattle—Best gross of the season at Loew’s State, Los Angeles. 


TED LEWIS 


In his F. & M. Jubilee Show 


IN Cast of 30—his best in years—broke house rec: 
PREPARATION ord RKO-Main Street, Kansas City—Hung up 
“FOLLOW THRU’— season’s highest grosses at Fox, San Francisco— 
Ziegfeld's “WHOOP. Equalled largest’ grosses at Loew’s State and 
PEE”—‘IRENE”, with , : 

; Pantage’s, Los Angeles and Publix, Denver. 


most of the original 










Corraled 

Original cast members of “Irene” 
so far corraled include Dale Win- 
ter, Bobby Watson, Dorothy La 
Marr, Walter Regan, Betty Far- 
rington and George Ball. Warren 
Wood, Eddie Featherstone, George 
Fox, Sidney Reynolds, Anolyn Ar- 
den and Wanda Allen also set. Gae 
Foster is staging, with Carlo 
Remero putting on new dance num- 
bers. Loew’s State, Los Angeles, 
opening. 































Ziegfeld 

Ziegfeld intimate reveals. that 
Zieggy’s last deal was with Martin 
Beck on “Whoopee,” which F&M 
will shortly produce for the ace 
picture houses on their national 
eircuit. All show producers who 
had real hits over past decade, ne- 
gotiating with Fanchon and Marco 
to make F&M hit condensations of 
their legitimate box office musical 
successes. 




























Reviva! 

Gus Edwards’ F&M talent audi- 
tion. for 1932 version famous 
“School Days” act, huge success 
at Hollywood Theatre, Broadway, 
made available by Warner Broth- 
ers, Fifty clever kids did their 
stuff for Gus, Marco and Jack 
Partington with final selections 
due this week. Kids animated by 
fact original act brought out Ed- 
die Cantor, George Jessel, Lila Lee 
and others. 
















Broadway cast—and an 


“ALL HOLLYWOOD" CONCHITA MONTENEGRO in 


comeiytevew sit | “ON THE RIVIERA” 


big names, including 


Snub Pollard, Walter | Box-office personal appearance that knocks them 
Hiers, Teddy Joyce and off the seats—Registered best gross of the sum- 
Ben Turpin. mer at RKO-Albee, Cincinnatti—B. O. profits 


and realms of publicity at every stand. 

















Grad 


Phyliss Barry whom Samuel 
Goldwyn signed for “Cynara” re- 
vealed by the clever Eileen Creel- 
man, of New York Sun, as English 
girl who went to Australia and got 
her American start as Fanchon and 
Marco Idea player. Fanchon and 
Marco entertainment was _ high- 
light of recent convention of Na- 
tional Editorial Association at Bev- 
erly Hills, Cal., recently. 


Sidewalks 

The famous East Side of New 
York will receive its F&M baptism 
when Vera Gordon’s Idea hits the 
road. The famous Vera will be 
supported by her daughter Nadja, 
whom Fanchon thinks has a stage 
future ahead of her equal to her 


This 1s the new and revolutionary type of F.& M. productions—more 
mother’s. Archie Gottler, celebrat- . 
Si aneSn nt something tow ae elaborate, more gorgeous, more of a box-office hurricane than has 
and different looked for y the 

ever been offered to combo houses anywhere, anytime, by anybody. 


FANCHON ‘MARCO 


INC, 
HOLLYWOOD e SAN FRANCISCO @ SEATTLE e¢ MILWAUKEE e NEW YORK 
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Sennetors 

One of biggest stage shows ever 
put on at Loew’s State, Los An- 
geles, was “Hollywood Comedians” 
Idea, which was just that. Ben 
Turpin, Walter Hiers and Snub 
Pollard were in. Whole Mack Sen- 
net lot turned out to applaud the 
funny men’s stage plunge in trio 
formation. Teddy Joyce, famous 
Eastern master of ceremonies and 
screen feature of Warner’s “The 
Crooner,” heads this grand show. 























Barron 

A.P.’s Mark Barron as_ usual 
ahead on F&M news, giving press 
first intimation of star and vehicle 
lineup at the Main Studios. Jack 
Lait, Hearst feature editor and 
most famous of Broadway writers,| 
covering Olympics for his list and| 
doing magazine special on future 
stage stars with shots of Fanchon 
and Marco beauties illustrating the 
spread, 
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HOLLYWOOD BEAUTY HINTS 
Welshay-Technicolor 

9 Mins. 

Rialto, N. Y. 


Paramount 

Somebody must have had the con- 
viction that showing Sally Starr and 
Ruth Mitchell in boudoir undress 
while making their toilets, as David 
Ross spieled the ‘Hollywood beauty 
hints,’ would make a good short. It 
was a wrong theory. 

That title alone hurt it from the 
start. It may be alibied that the 
very wise and critical first-night 
turnout for the Marx Bros.’ world 
premiere was too tough a handicap, 
but the razzing came from the top 
shelves, so the wise mob wasn’t to 
blame, as the sophisticates had the 
choicer downstairs perches. 

That billing sounds like a country 
weekly’s syndicated stock matter 
and is out of order as a title for a 
big-league short such as Par. 

It purports to show how Califor- 
nia’s outdoor strenuousness can be 
sartorially overcome by make-up, 
Ross, the radio announcer, doing the 
spieling in very legit manner. 

Natalie Kalmus (Mrs. Herbe-t T. 
Kalmus), wife of the head of Tech- 
nicolor, is credited for color su) 2r- 
vision, whatever that is. Walter H. 
Greene camera’d. Welshay-Tech- 
nicolor produced for Par release. 

Even with the boudoir undress 
stuff, there isn’t much to hold the 
interest. Watching a girl make up 
for the evening bores the most ar- 
dent swain, and to get a load of 
three of ’em doing the same thing 
can’t panic a disinterested audience 
even with the Minsky fol-de-rol. 

Abel. 





‘COFFEE AND LOVE’ 
With Jesse Crawford 
Organlog 

5 Mins. 

New York, New York 


Master Art 

Maybe the title is correct. It was 
a quick flash. It may have been 
‘Coffee and Cake’ and the distrib 
isn’t named so far as was observed. 
Which may explain that this one 
was made ina hurry. The record- 
ing isn’t so goad, but nobody can 
listen to Crawford at the organ and 
not be impressed. Crawford’s face 
isn’t seen, and it might be well to 
have it in the future. 

The idea is to show how coffee is 
linked with the tunesmiths’ ideas on 
love. Several songs of that sort 
are played, and towards the finish 
Charles Carlile, radio singer, sings 
in a nleasing voice. Such songs are 
used and words projected as ‘Cream 
in Your Coffee’ and ‘ A Cup of Cof- 
fee and You.’ 

Crawford is show biz’ ace organ- 
ist, and he is sufficiently well known 
over the air besides to rate atten- 
tion, but he should get better pro- 
duction values on the subiects if 
these cre to be continued. Shan. 


"A JUNGLE JUMBLE’ 

Cartoon 

8 Mins. 

New York, New York 
Universal . 

That unoriginal and mostly copy 
material like this cartoon is made 
shows plainly that there is a de- 
mand for such subjects. This one 
is unoriginal. Its entertainment 
comes mostly from its underlying 
music, 

Subject looks like a takeoff on 
Mickey Mouse, with a mouse being 
utilized in the action, supposedly a 
jungle. The title is meaningless. 
Another case where short subject 
makers overlook theatre needs. Os- 
wald merely goes wrong with the 
mouse, and in the ensuing action 
gets walloped by a lion, who ap- 
pears suddenly on the scene. 

Was one of four shorts on the 
bill at this daily change spot. 

Shan. 


‘FREAKS OF THE SEAS’ 

Fishing Novelty 

7 Mins. 

New York, New York 
Educational No. 2907 

For those that have been exhib- 
fting the Mack Sennett series this 
one is a logical follow-up, and it 
has a thrilling undersea shot of 
live octopus. An offscreen voice 
records okay. 

Taken by itself, this particular 
short offers little for the theatre 
screen outside the octopus shot. 
That may be enough. 

Opens with a monkey _ scene 
aboard ship that provokes a laugh. 

Shan. 


‘NEIGHBOR TROUBLC’ 
Straight Comedy 
18 Mins. 
New York, New York 
Educational No. 2824 

Projects laughter of a simple sort 
and not unlike many others of 
which it is a type. The title tips 
the simple plot. 

A hubby, who's a chaser, gets in- 
nocently involved with a neighbor- 
ing housewife. Follows the regular 


shooting stuff and bathtub hide- 
away scenes. 
Not first grade, but the bs 


Shan. 


‘MEXICO’ 
‘Land of the Feathered Serpent’ 
Travelog 
17 Mins. 
New York, New York 
T. P. Epics No. 2 

Film record of Yucatan where | 
lived the now vanished race of! 
Mayans, who left ruins of magnifi- 
cent architectural splendor. These 
brick and mortar monuments are 
identified by rock designs of a 
feathered serpent. The feathered 
serpent of brick or marble can’t be 
seen in the picture, which is silent. 
But ean offscreen voice details. 

Photography okay and the off- 
sereen voice records clearly in this 
second piece of a series on ‘Mex- 
ico.’ But it’s educational stuff and 
not amusement, 

Such subjects dull a program. 

Shan, 





‘STOPPING THE SHOW’ 
Betty Boop Cartoon 
6 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Another in the Max Fleischer 
series, built like a vaude show with 
a succession of acts until Betty Boop 
comes on and is vociferously greet- 
ed by her menagerie audience. 

She does imitations, besides her 
own style, of Chevalier and Fannie 
B. ice, the former not so good. 

Has lots of novelty and comedy 
and is an okay short all around. 

Abel. 


HORSE FEATHERS 


Paramount production and release star- 
ring the four Marx Bros. Directed by Nor- 
man McLeod. Story by Bert Kalmar, Harry 
Rubry and J. Perelman, Songs by 
Kalmar and Ruby. Camera, Ray June. 
Running time, 70 minutes. At the Rialto, 
N. Y.. commencing Aug. 10, for a run. 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Horse Feathers’ (Par). Sure- 
fire comedy smash with the 
madcap Marx Bros. Laffs ga- 
lore; swell entertainment. 

‘Hollywood Speaks’ (Col). 
Picture gets a Broadway spot 
on the strength of the Holly- 
wood self-expose cycle. Its 
field is really the split weeks. 
Altogether theatrical and hokey. 
100d bet for the less educated 
clientele, but a miscue for the 
downtown de luxe spots. 

‘War Correspondent’ (Col). 
Shanghai war theme arrives too 
late to create attention with 
locale alone, while picture it- 
self isn’t strong enough to 
make up for tardiness. Has 
action for the kids and should 
look better away from Broad- 
Way and the more important 
keys. 

‘Sinister Hands’ (Capitol). 
Cut and dried murder mystery 
with good cast names but no 
chances to act out. For the 
second stringers. 

‘House of Death’ (Amkino). 
Excellent character portrayal 
in the Russ manner. Talk in 
Russian stilted, but otherwise 
technically okay. 

‘By Whose Hand?’ (Col). 
Murder mystery and pursuit of 
a deadly convict on a speeding 
express train plunging through 
the night make this a sure bet 
for any exhibitor who is look- 
ing for a vigorous melodrama. 
Extremely well done picture, 
with a world of class in pro- 
duction for the masses. Made 
to order for neighborhood split 
weeks. 

‘Ghost Valley’ (RKO-Pathe). 
Tom Keene in an effort to get 

















Prof. Wagsied@f....... osececns Groucho Marx : 
ioe ee eccccceses Harpo Marx away from the conventional 
cee Lvebtbiaensos pivbsventeor ES + mr horse opera and doing fairly 
ee NEP OI Te LR swenene o%s Z, { as - 
Conale Bailey...... ee thelma Todd }| Well by it. Good in its classi- 
Jenaings....++- +++ trooetenss Daag, neue fication. 
Pe Carrington.........Florine McKinney ‘ . ea-9 
Mullens geet ak -. Uyseeskuwtbesen James Pierce Kyritz-Pyritz’ (Wolff). Just 
McCarthy.....-(.ccceseccsess Nat be ae re another German idea of farce. 
Pres. of College. .......+-.-Reginak arlow 
Prof. Hornsvogel......... ....-Robert Grieg Terrible. 

The madcap Marxes, in one of revelation done in the Hollywood 


their maddest screen frolics, serve 
as an auspicious introductory to 
Paramount’s present campaign for 
a greater picture season. 

The premise of Groucho Marx as 
the college prexy and his three aides 
and abettors putting Huxley college 
on the gridiron map promises much 
and delivers more. 

Like the other Marx pictures, the 
stuff is so fast and there’s so much 
of it, this one is sure of a second 
helping from the Marxian addicts. 
That means that they’ll be recount- 
ing Harpo’s antics with the prop 
lampposts which he uses to lure the 
stray canine which he, as the official 
dog-catcher, concentrates upon. 
They'll talk of Chico’s dialectic 
dumbness and his ‘business’ with 
Harvo and, of course, Groucho, who 
is all over the screen. 

Zeppo is his usual straight oppo- 
site Thelma Todd as the college 
widow. She’s a luscious eyeful and 
swell foil for the Marxian boudoir 
manhandling, which is getting to be 
a trade-marked comedy routine. 

On the matter of formula, the 
harp and piano numbers were re- 
peated against the Marxes’ personal 
wishes but by exhibitor demands to 
the studio. The piano is oke, 
but the harp reprise of ‘Every- 
one Says I Love You’ (incidentally 
a cinch hit by Kalmar and Ruby) 
substantiated the boys’ negative 
opinion that that tended to slow up 
the comedy. 

The gagging is very al fresco, 
some of it very broad and punny 
but withal funny, so whatever the 
means of comedy derivation—gags, 
business, puns or natural humor, of 
which there is an assortment of 
each—the ultimate general objective 
is fully achieved. 

The plot, such as it is, is moti- 
vated around the gambler, David 
Landau’s planting of two pros on 
the Darwin team which meets Hux- 





ley. Groucho visits the speak where 
the Darwi: ringers have been en- 
gaged and mistakes the dog-catcher 
Harpo and the bootlegging iceman 
Chico as gridiron material. 

Miss Todd is utilized by Landau 
to steal signals, captivate Groucho 
(Prof. Wagstaff, the Huxley prexy) 
and ciherwise cinch the betting, but 
it winds up okay all around. Abel. 


HOLLYWOOD SPEAKS. 











Columbia production and release; directed 
by Eddie Buzzell. Cast headed by Pat 
O’Brien and Genevieve Tobin. Original | 
by Norman 





story, dialog and continuity 
Krasna, with Jo Swerling collaborating on | 
dialog. Camera, Teddy Tetzlaff; assistant 
director, David Selman. At the Winter 
Garden, New York, Aug. 11 for run. Run- | 
ning time, 71 mins. 
SNEED TONG se 6 kn 6 5660s iv siscnee Pat O'Brien 
GECES BWGR 6 occ cciccesecsss Genevieve Tobin 
Landau........ce. ecccccceeess Lucien Prival ! 
Millie Coreen. ..ccsvecsecesec: Rita LeRoy | 
Mrs. Landaw....c-e Setbdceess, Lam Beage 
i See, @ececvcosss Ralf Harolde j 
Joe Hammond. .......-60e4 Anderson Lawlor | 
—_— | 
Second feature under the Eddie 


tuzzell direction and a new chapter 
in the industry's cycle of self- 


locale. Briefly, it’s just another 
theatrical picture, framed for the 
less important spots where it ought 
to please in a modest way. For run 
purposes in key stands it doesn’t 
belong. 

Whole business from story to act- 
ing and production pattern is syn- 
thetic. It hasn’t a sincere moment 
in its footage and it aims its main 
appeal to the regular readers of the 
fan magazines. Indeed, it might 
have been written by a star wor- 
shipper, for its principal motivation 
is the rather booby exploitation of 
the supposed glamour of Hollywood 
itself, with all the naivette that at- 
titude implies. Its admirers will be 
largely confined to picturegoers of 
the same degree of unsophistica- 
tion. 

Picture purports to go into the 
expose slant on Hollywood rackets, 
ventures occasionally in a mild way 
to give glimpses at the inside work- 
ing of the film capital and its in- 
trigues, but these things are all side 
issues, the main point being the 
glorification of the picture studio 
and its people. 

Under the circumstances it would 
follow that the acting is uncertain 
and often stilted with the sole ex- 
ception of a neat comedy role of a 
Los Angeles columnist turned in by 
the part-proof Pat O’Brien. He 
alone achieves something like ease 
and naturalness to give the acting 
its solitary human touch. All the 
others are strictly actors in a the- 
atrical atmosphere and they do 
their acting with self-consciousness 
appropriate to the circumstances, 

Revelation that some directors 
are on the make for pretty girl 
newcomers; that there are blackleg 
grifting camp followers are not sen- 
sational, and the introduction of 
occasional screen notables like Jack 
Holt, besides a multitude of refer- 
ences to Mary Pickford and other 
names, are not novel devices at this 
late date. 

Great flaw in the release is that 
nothing of great moment happens in 
a way to intrigue one’s interest. 
One never really becomes absorbed 
in the iortunes or fate of these pup- 





|outset as 


lambition to be a 
| Jimmie Reed, the newspaper chat- 


pets. Producer seems to have felt 
that a picture being about picture 
people would be sufficient to hold 
attention. In this case it doesn’t 
suffice. 

Gertie Smith is revealed at the 

a screen-struck striver 
about to take a lethal draught in 
the lobby of the Chinese theatre 
because she has been balked in her 
picture star. 
terer, prevents the suicide and 
thereupor determines he will help 
this waif to her goal. Method by 
which he carries out his task is 
sketchily indicated, scheme being 
clever press agentry and introduc- 
tions to the right people. 


A suave racketeer tries to horn 


in and attempts blackmail when the 
| director (Lucien Prival, who does a 
|sort of serio-comic Stroheim 
| overacts himself to death) gets the 


girl involved in a scandal. Racketeer | 


jand Jimmie, of course, come to 
blows; the whole scandal gets 
| broadcast and Gertie’s career goes 
ij} bust. So Jimmie marries the girl, 
| who meantime had revealed herself 
;as a pretty frail creature and rather 
la dumb one, too, That brings about 
a happy ending, if you care to look 
at it that way. Anyhow, it’s a dull 
hour and a quarter. 
Production is workmanlike 


expert. Story substance of the re- 
lease and acting are anything but 
that. Rush. 


War Correspondent 


Columbia production and release. Jack 
Holt, Raloh Graves, Lila Lee featured. 
Directed by Paul Sloane. Adapted by Jo 
Swerling from Keene Thompson's story. 
Benjamin Kline, photog. At the Para- 
mount, New York, week og Aug. 12. Run- 
ning time, 76 mins. 


Sim HGOOR. ccs eccees Cveceeccoreccd Jack Holt 
Franklyn Bennett............Ralph Graves 
Julie March.....ccccece Ceedoccssec kta Lee 
ay Wh ln 6-2 666 cneideene eeeeees. Victor Wong 
WON. Setsous see testuces seeeees Tetsu Komal 


When this one gets down to the 
smaller spots it will have reached 
its proper level. For the bigger time 
it’s much too hokey. Kids will go 
for it stronger than their elders be- 
caues it has all the elements of an 
old-fashioned action serial rolled up 
into one full-length feature. 

Timeliness of the Shanghai war- 
fare background might have meant 
a better showing a few months ago, 
but now, with the war’s edge off, 
the talker must stand upon its 
questionable merits. 

The scenario boys weren’t stingy 
with extremes. Their opus goes the 
limit in he-man courage, she-man 
cowardice, miraculous escapes, jéeal- 
ous revenge, sublimated heroics and 
dastardly villainy. Jack Holt and 
Ralph Graves are, as usual, busy 
with a private war over a lady, and 
also, as usual, Graves gets the lady. 
While Holt, dying at the finish after 
proving himself a real hero, isn't so 
very new nor hot, either. 

Lila Lee will have to live down a 
whole career of goody-goody parts 
to convince this time as a reformed 
loose lady of Shanghai. Miss Lee’s 
lengthy absence from the screen 
hasn't dimmed her looks or her 
ability. But due to the switch in 
character, she’s not easy to believe. 

Graves plays a war correspondent, 
a la Floyd Gibbons. He opens the 
picture at the microphone, telling 
the folks back home about the war, 
with battle scenes fading in and out 
around him to illustrate the points. 
The dialog in this sequence is sec- 
ond rate and tosses the picture for 
a loss that is barely recovered in 
the hour of story that follows. 

Holt is a flying-fighting fool as a 
white general on the Chinese side of 
the fence, a soldier of fortune, in 
the scrap only for the coin he can 
get out of it. 
ing mike description involves Gen. 
Ching’s (Holt) air battle with four 
enemy planes, in which He downs 
two and chases the others home. 

The boys are personally on the 
outs all the way up to the finish, 
when the vengeful Holt relents and 
walks into the bandit camp to res- 
cue the kidnapped girl. Graves also 
goes to the rescue, disproving his 
earlier yellow streak. They make 
one of those escapes while licking a 
whole army of Chinese bandits, a 
feat referred to in Holt’s death 
speech and in pretty rough lan- 
guage. 

Tetsu Komai, as the bandit chief, 
is the sort of villain who stabs a 
victim with the same shiv that 
slices the dinner. Just a nice, pleas- 
ant guy all around. 

Small cast of principals, but mob 
scenes padded out the payroll. De- 
spite some impressive outdoor 
ground battle and airplane stuff and 
one large street scene, the produc- 
tion doesn’t look expensive. Bige. 


SINISTER HANDS 


Willis Kent production and Capital re- 





lease starring Jack Mulhall and Phyllis 
Barrington. Directed by Armand Schaeffer. 
Cast: Crauford Kent, Mischa Auer, Louls 
Natheaux, Gertie Messenger, Lloyd Inera- 
ham, Jimmy Burtis, Phillips Smalley, 
Helen Foster. Lillian West, Fletcher Nor- 
ton, Bess Flowers, Russell Collar. At 


Loew's New York theatre one day, August 
9, as half of a double bill. Running time, 
66 mins. 


Standard pattern murder mystery 
store; the one with the Swami, who 
of course is the first to be sus- 
pected. Jack Mulhall, as a police 
captain gets everyone in the cast 
involved except one, which is the 
tipoff that he is the guilty man. 
Mulhall handicapped by some very 
poorly devised scenes and almost 
washed out. Story is stilted and 





comedy relief consisting 
calling a detective ‘Watson’ 
he explains his name is ‘Watkins.’ 
Not very funny the first time and 
grows rapidly worse. Still it gets 
along on a double bill, and can 
single on the small end of the B 
string, though it will lack draw. 
Cast includes’ some well-known 
|names, but no one gets an oppor- 
tunity to rise above the stilted situ- 
‘ations of a story told utterly with- 


'out imagination. Lloyd Ingraham 
land Phillips Smalley almost break 
through, but it’s too much for the 


and | 


and 


Part of Graves’ open- | 


without vigor and not helped by the | 
wholly of | 
when | 


| HOUSE OF DEATH 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


Mejrabpomfilm production and Amkino 
release. Direc.iion V. F. Fedorov; camera, 
V. M. Pronin; mus I. Kriukov; adape- 


Victor Schlowski from Dostoteveky's 


} tation, 

; novel, “House of Death At the Cameo, 
N. Y.. on grind, week Aug. 12 Running 
time. 75 mins. 

F. M. Dostoievsxi........N. P. Chmelioff 
K. P. Pobedonstzev....... N. A. Podgorn 
L. V. Dowbelt...cccceccccce: N. M. Radin 
| NSCMOMRS Beit at osdacees aeees Ie Viteftof 
| Butashevitch-Petrashevski . Anonymous 
Soldier of the Guards.....G. DT. Kuznetzov 
Stammering Announcer..V, V. Lelokourov 

| URS ee 
Predicating the thought that 


| Russian films are not for general 
| b.o. appeal and are intended for a 
limited audience, reviewing them re- 
solves itself pretty much into de- 
ciding whether or not their techni- 
cal execution overcomes their rank 
propagandistic intent. Which makes 
‘Hous. of Death’ a difficult subject 
because it is exceptionally well 
photographed, directed and acted, 
but ‘alls down technically by reason 
or its stilted use of sound. 

Russians have not yet seemingly 
learned to cope with the language 


thing. All the characters talk in 
ultra-careful automaton-like = syl- 
labies. Russian is a colorful lan- 


guage, but you wouldn't suspect it 
from listening to it in this picture. 
Here it seems all dull and cold. 

No doubt, however, of the film's 
strength. It’s a powerful thing sub- 
titled ‘The Tragedy of Dostoievskl.' 
And what a tragedy as told and 
acted here. 

Starts with Fedor Dostoievsky, 
one of the greatest of Russian and 
world novelists, as a young man 
struggling with ideals and dreams. 
He sees an old man whipped and is 
shocked to the point of objectirg, 
despite he’s a nobleman. So he's 
exiled to Siberia. His spirit is 
finally broken in that bleak coun- 
try, and he comes back, rabbity, 
meek, to do the czar’s bidding and 
becoming a public hero as a 
preacher of nationalism and autoc- 
racy. 

There’s an attempt, of course, at 
the usual Russ h*ndout there. Idea 
is to make you lh .ize how naughty 
the czarists were to force their 
great liberty-seeking artists to do 
the government's propaganda work. 
Which immediatety and 
ably 
that the Communist government is 
doing the very same thing by in- 
sisting that all its films have propa- 
ganda import, so it can be dis- 
missed. 

What is important is that it’s a 
gripping character portrayal, though 
a grim one. N. P. Chmelioff and 
the Moscow Art Theatre handles 
the Dostoievsky role expertly, and 
the rest of the cast is not far be- 
hind. Camera work and direction 
are excellent, and there is practi- 
cally no montage used, which is 
considerable relief in Russian films. 
There's even an injection of humor 
in one or two spots—not too much, 
of course, for it would be against 
the Kussian tradition, brt it’s 
there. Kauf. 


BY WHOSE HAND? 


Columbia production and release. : Cast 
headed by Ben Lyon and Barbara Weeks: 
directed by Ben Stoloff. Story by Harry 











Adler: dialog and continuity by Isadore 
Bernstein and Stephen Roe. Camera, 
Teddy Tetzlaff and Joseph Walker. Film 
editor Maurice Wright. At the New York, 
New York. (daily change) Aug. 10. Run- 
ning time 65 minutes. 
FUMIMY . cco ccccccccscccsceseses ...Ben Lyon 
Barbara Weeks 
Wi'llam V. Mong 
-+++..-@thel Kenyon 
Kenneth Thomson 
DEORE. wccccie shbocorinosteveds Tom Dugan 
Detective... cecseee eovcece William Halligan 
WiGOWs cccccaccsecvcstsseos. Helene Millard 
TE --~ecessetes ooccetsoes tens Dwight Frye 
tridegrom......-+ ooeecoseevese Torin. Paker 
BEIGE... cccccescvccecorvssvoesoccs Dolores Rey 
SomOucteP. .cccecccesvcessoeve Tom McGuire 
“he Killer. ...cccccccssccseeed Yat Pendleton 





This Columbia is the answer to 
the grind house exhib’s prayer. It 
is a vigorous melodrama, loaded 
with climaxes and speed, trimly 
played and expertly produced for 
the lesser grade of houses. Indeed 
it rates time considerably above the 
daily changers, but comes to the 
New York probably because of a 
dearth of open time available to Co- 
jlumbia first-run product of this 
| grade in the Times Square sector. 
| Picture makes no pretense to any 
|high ‘motive, but concentrates on 
robust melodrama. Dramatic art can 
'go hang as far as it is concerned, 
ithe idea being to pack in the 
| punches plentifully and often, let- 





ting the subtle verities take care 
of themselves. What the § film 
'amounts to is a first class No. 2 


subject, the edge taken off its ap- 
| peal by the fact that it comes along 
late in the cycle of ‘locale’ pictures. 

Action all takes place in a fast 
express train tearing through the 
night from Los Angeles to San 
Francisco, thus following indirectly 
in the technique of ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press.’ Opening sequences are in a 


j}railroad station, evoking recollec- 
tions of ‘Union Depot’ and so it goes, 
' Story plan is attractive in many 
ways. It gets to the meat of the 
matter at the get-away, with the 
'murder by stabbing of a jewelry 
magnate as he lies in his Pullman 
berth Thence there is a flashback 
to the depot at the start of the 
train and retraces the ground up to 
the murder. a sequence packed rich- 


with actian 
with action 


covering the planting 
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. 4 B’WAY ACE 

a i ON ZY” HOUSES PLAY 
COLUMBIA PICTURES 

THIS WEEK! 


AMERICAN MADNESS is getting more editorial WAR CORRESPONDENT at the Paramount Publix 
notice and greater reviews than any picture in years. —sure proof that the bringing together again of the 
The reigning sensation over the RKO circuit. Holt-Graves team means box office happiness. 

a 


THE BLONDE CAPTIVE is now beginning to play the : : 
long half of the Loew Metropolitan time— 60 houses. It HOLLYWOOD SPEAKS at Warner’s Winter Gar- 


gets this choice ace time because it has gotten the busi- den. Big showmen know what this peek through 
ness over the Loew circuit and in hundreds of houses. the keyholes of Hollywood will do to boost business. 
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Weekend Trip Prize 


Most vacation trips offer one or, 
at the most, two trips to the win- 
ner, the second being for the chap- 
erone. Manager who has his own 
car has been running a week-end 
contest since June. He -offers a 
party of four a week-end at a resort 
about 20 miles from town, the win- 
ner nominating his own guests. His 
wife drives the car and the hotel 
gives all five rooms for two nights 
and meals from Saturday supper to 
Monday morning breakfast. 

While the award is made to one 
person, the experience has been that 
the work is done by the team of 
four, all hustling to get the largest 
number of ticket stubs for any one 
week, which determines the winner. 
Hotel accommodations are paid for 
by advertising on the screen and in 
the lubby, so all it costs is the gas 
and the wear and tear on the car— 
and Mrs. Manager has been week- 
ending free all summer. 

eigeriniillide 
Makes ’Em Read 
Small town manager who has to 


depend on throwaways in the ab- 
sence of a daily paper, makes them 


read his circulars through an 
adaptation of the control letter 
scheme. 


Each week -his distributed bill 
contains a single letter from 
the name of the house. As the 
title is the Unique, he uses the U 
more often than the other letters. 
Anyone who can present a set of 
bills spelling the theatre name is 
entitled to a free admission. 

Letter is changed weekly, but ro- 
tates u, n, i and e. Each week he 
stops the press and slips in half a 
dozen Q’s. People who .get those 
are the lucky ones, 

ag is pretty well understood 
now and they look for the key let- 
ter, but they look at all the bills 
each week, which is what the exhib 
is after. 





Results Count 

No matter how interesting or 
gaudy a stunt sounds on paper, it is 
the boxoffice which determines the 
value of the exploitation. 

It is difficylt to put a finger on 
the exact cash a stunt draws, but a 
manager has a general idea of what 
a picture should take, what the 
helps and hindrances are, and if a 
picture beats this it may properly 
be ascribed to exploitation. 

Not always the big stunt counts 
for most. Often an idea costs more 
than it’s worth. The simple stunt 
which reaches the largest number 
most effectively is what counts in 
the long run. If an idea gets coin, 
it’s good. 


| White Walks 

Some of the Stanley-Warner 
houses in Philadelphia have been 
painting the sidewalk in front of 
the house white to suggest cool- 
ness. It’s a good idea if permission 
of the authorities is obtained and 
the stretch is kept white. Trouble 
is that the white surface is liable 
to track up, especially on a rainy 
day. 

Where the gag is used, a porter 
should make frequent trips with the 
mop and have his putty knife and 
kerosene ready for the gum. White 
oil paint should be used. White- 
wash is cheaper, but not when it is 
brought into the house on the cus- 
tomers’ feet. 








° Columnist, Too 

Manager of the only house in a 
Small town gives the weekly paper 
@ regular column under the heading 
of ‘Heard in the Lobby.’ Heading 
includes a picture of the house 
front to show the lobby. 

Instead of the usual picture 
Chatter clipped from the press 
sheets, this is a purely local de- 
partment about home folks and 
matters of town interest. Items 
picked up from patrons and often 
80 good that it runs more than the 
Bingle column allotted. 

“Only payoff is the final item 
Which is standardized into ‘Oh, yes, 
and the show at the Gillman this 
week will offer—’ with the title fol- 
owing. Manager knows that some- 
tirnes he can do the house more 
Bood by not rubbing in the ad- 
Vertising. 





Color Contrasts 


Most managers realize the value 
Of color contrast in framing their 
banners and other painted material, 
but even the best slip up at times. 

Only lately a Broadway theatre 
almost flopped its main banner 
through an effort to be too artistic. 
Idea was a red against a lighter 
pink, but the letters were not strong 
enough for contrast and the sign 
could not be read until the pedes- 
trian came within a few feet. Most 
signs have a visibility of a block. 
To make it worse, the background 
was streaked with silver tinsel, al- 
ternate bars of light pink and the 
foil. It probably looked great in 
the paint shop, but that’s not where 





erin 





Telling "Em How Bad 





Selling the picture on poor 
quality is becoming more and 
more common. Just lately 
Kenneth V. Woodward, of 
Unicntown, Pa., cut the price 
of a picture to a dime and ad- 
vertised to patrons to come to 
the theatre at their own risk. 

Recently, the Columbia thea- 
tre, Ranger, Tex., proclaimed. 
‘At Last! The world’s worst 
talking picture.’ House use 
single column space and went 
on to explain that although 
‘Liberty’ (mag), gave the pic- 
ture four stars the house re- 
garded it as even worse than 
one shown last year. Wound 
up with ‘if you have the money 
to throw away and the time to 
waste, come down and cry 
with the management.’ 

All this was placed above 
the regular press book adver- 
tisement which was headed, 
‘the following copy was writ- 
ten by the owner of the film— 
not by the management. 











the people who buy tickets saw it. 

Even the familiar red and yellow 
requires a little care in handling, 
and orange and black or red and 
black are to be preferred for banner 
work. Letter colors should be as 
strong as possible, with the back- 
ground color not strong enough to 
fight back. 


Given Extra Space 

C. T. Perrin, of the Sterling the- 
atre, Greeley, Col., has a deal with 
his local paper. In return for not 
chopping his regular advertising 
space, the newspaper gives him an 
additional 10 inches weekly without 
cost. Contention used was that the 
theatre needed help or it would 
have to cut its already scanty 
space allowance still further. 

Even where the newspaper will 
not make an absolute donation it 
might be willing to sell space in 
excess of the quota at half price. 


Traction Trailer 
Baltimore. 

First time in years that the local 
street car company unber‘ to aid 
in a theatre tie-in was managed 
for ‘White Zombie.’ Had a flat car 
decorated with a living tableau of 
the dramatic punch scene from the 
flicker. 

With the negroes in the back- 
ground of jungle, while the menace 
made passes at the blonde girl 
dressed in clinging white muslin, it 
made a wordless trailer that ex- 
cited comment: and aroused curi- 
osity. 

And by putting it on the tracks 
the stunt got 100% attention, for 
had it been on a plain motor truck 
it would have been lost in the 
crush, 








Clipped Kids 
Cleveland. 

Warner’s Uptown worked the hair 
clipping gag lately, getting the bar- 
bers to do the work in the lobby in 
return for address cards of the vari- 
ous nearby shops. Not expected 
that there would be a drive, but so 
many kids showed up that after 
working all afternoon the clippers 
were still snowed under. Checks 
were given the waiting children 
good for the following week. 

Stunt drew the largest gallery of 
anything ever worked in the lobby, 
adults enjoying the manner in which 
the kids carried on, By the end of 
the afternoon there was enough hair 
on the floor to stuff a sofa, and the 
neighborhood was talking. 


Cloth Signs 


Strike of the sign painters in New 
York last winter seems to have had 
a lasting effect. Cloth fronts, then 
used for an emergency substitute, 
have become so popular that the 
Mayfair (RKO) has tossed out the 
big main and costly front sign in 
electrics and uses a banner instead, 
now and then varying the idea. 

For the showing of ‘Dr. X.’ the 
Strand has completely masked in 
the face of the house above the 
marquee with a battery of flood 
lights to supply the illumination. 
Even the drama theatres are using 
cloth through preference instead of 
necessity, not only lowering the first 
cost, but obtaining an advertising 
asset which can be shipped to other 
stands. 

It might pay the smaller indie 
houses to obtain a sheet of canvas 
or bunting which can be used for 
the big bookings. Using oil paints, 
the canvas can be done over repeat- 
edly until it becomes too thickly 
coated with paint, by which time 





the cloth will have more than paid | 


for itself. 


For the Classified 


Newspaper with a rather small 
classified ad section, and wanting to 
build, figured that most of the usual 
stunts would not work so well with 
less than two columns of ads. Ad 
manager asked the theatre for an 
idea. 

Manager came through, after 
some thought,’ with the suggestion 
that an extra letter be added to 
certain words. When assembled 
they spelled the name of the coming 
show. Contestants had to pick out 
the extra letters. For example, one 
ad advertised for a ‘nursee,’ and 
another wanted a porter who was 
‘strongt’. 

Five tickets a day were given, best 
form of presentation to be counted, 
but all ads had to be clipped and 
pasted on the sheet to prove the 
contestant was not cheating. Usual 
front page notice for the inside page 
ads, and both sides were pleased. 





Wrong Tactics 

There may be a lesson to the cir- 
cuits in a recent switch. A well- 
liked resident manager was replaced 
by a go-getter. The town resented 
the change and patronized the in- 
dependent theatre, which was not 
slow to perceive the opportunity to 
profit. 

The go-getter met the move with 
giveaways. He did not know that 
the somewhat conservative small 
town resented the gambling fea- 
ture. His predecessor had tried the 
stunt in a careful way and dropped 
it when he found no response. The 
front was plastered with posters 
and the residents resented that. 
They were proud of the neat and 
inviting appearance of the former 
house front. Business took another 
tumble. The house is now in the 
deep red instead of a faint pink. 

New managers should test their 
towns before going radical. 





Snares “Tennis Club 


For the first time in its history the 
West Side Tennis Club, Forest Hills, 
Long Island, has agreed to co-oper- 
ate with a theatrer The Forest 
Hills (Skouras) will devote the en- 
tire week during the National 
Championships to a program select- 
ed to interest tennis fans. 

Tickets for the matches will also 
be given away each night. John 
Heinz is manager. 


Partly Mechanical 


For the opening of ‘White Zom- 
bie’ at the Rivoli, N. Y., they 
clogged the sidewalk with a me- 
chanical woman. Figure was a 
dummy except for the face, that of 
a woman. This made it possible for 
an untrained person to do the stunt, 
and seemed to heighten the mys- 
tery, since the figure was clearly 








Theatre’s Lawn 





Tacoma, Aug. 15. 

Tacoma has the only first 
run theatre in the country, it 
claims; with grass growing in 
the sidewalks—the Fox Rialto. 
Manager Gillis says he doesn't 
know whether to buy or bor- 
row a lawnmower, but says if 
he is here next year he is go- 
ing to plant wheat or oats. 


Greater Everything Show 
As L. A. Downtown Lure 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Following endorsement of RKO’s 
Greater Show Season, Downtown 
Business Men's association is 
launching a ‘Greater New Show 
Season of Everything in Downtown 
Los Angeles.’ 

Campaign will run six weeks 
climaxing with ‘Dollar Day,’ con- 
sidered the outstanding business- 
builder for downtown merchants. 

Slogan for campaign is ‘Shop and 
have fun downtown.’ 


PUBLIX-RKO POOLS 


Rockford, Ill. Led But South Bend, 
Ind., Pending 























Two Publix-RKO theatre pooling 
deals are 50% completed. Rockford, 
Ill, is set to go to Great States- 
Publix this month, while Sputh 
Bend, Ind., is pending. 

In Rockford Publix will operate 
its own two houses in conjunction 
with RKO’s one. Whether the lat- 
ter continues as the town’s vaude- 
ville house or whether the stage 
shows transfer to one of the Publix 
pair is in abeyance. 





READING LEASE SUIT 
Reading, Pa., Aug. 15. 

*Walter ©. Kantner, owner of the 
Queen theatre, this city, has 
brought suit against L. Korson, 
"Philadelphia, and the Warner- 
Equity theatres interests, lessees, to 
recover $21,800 on two leases of the 
Queen theatre. Suit is listed in 
county courts here. 

Kantner was formerly financially 
interested in Wilmer & Vincent's 





Capitol theatre, 





BEHIND 





the KEYS | 





Red Oak, Ia. 
Construction work under way for 
Carl Johnson’s Grand theatre to re- 
place house destroyed by fire last 
fall, : 





Knoxville, Ia. 
B. H. Golson has bought two 
houses here—the Iowa, from Mrs. 
H. L. Bridgeman, and the Grand 
from Bert Graham, 


Los Angeles. 
Edgar Hart replaces J. Andrus as 
mgr. RKO’ Orpheum, Spokane. 








San Antonio. 
Roland Douglas now publicity 
manager at RKO-Majestic. Lestner 
Ketner, news writer, recently was 
appointed press agent for the Pre- 
mier Pictures Production, with of- 
fices in Alamo City. 





Los Angeles. 
Lew Clark appointed manager of 
F-WC’s Dome at Ocean Park. 
Frank Burhans changes from the 
Paramount to the Warfield, Frisco, 
with Allan Warshauer, 


Bronx, N. Y. 
Consolidated Amusement Enter- 
prises has closed the Forum for re- 
pairs and has temporarily reopened 
the Willis, nearby, and long dark, 








Seattle. 
George F. Crisman resigns assist- 
ant manager at Orpheum to manage 
tex theatre, Bremerton, for F-WC. 
J. Liloyd Miller becomes assistarit 
manager and treasurer at Orph suc- 
ceeding Crisman. 





San Francisco. 

Pob Harvey is out as ad and pub- 
licity chief for the northern Califor- 
nia division of Fox-West Coast. 

George Roesch, formerly in Har- 
vey’s dept., but more recently man- 
ager of Fox California in Stockton, 
has been brought in to fill the post 
‘temporarily. 





Los Angeles. 
Wilshire is to be opened by Fox- 
West Coast Aug. 27, second-run 
policy being moved to the Ritz, 





San Francisco. 
Following are changes in owner- 
ship in local territory: Madera, Ma- 
dera, from National Theatres to 
Rotus Harvey; Royal, Stockton, 
from Phil Back to Steven Natali; 
Vacaville, Vacaville, from W. J. and 
Howard Clark to Phil Frease, re- 
opened Aug. 12; Smith’s, Yuba City, 
from F. E. Smith to Ed Benham. 
Five houses closed: Surprise at 
Cederville, Folsom at Folsom, Pinole 
at Pinole, Rodeo at Rodeo, and 
Sparks at Sparks, Nev.; Arbuckle 
at Arbuckle has reopened; Otto 
Lochbaum will open the Regent at 
San Mateo about Aug. 20. 





Lake George, N. Y. 
Bob Yates has quit as manager of 
the Lake theatre. Mrs. Carpenter, 
his mother-in-law, has taken over 
the house, 





Albany. 
Ralph Crabill, formerly manager 
of Troy theatre, becomes manager 
of Warners’ western New York 
state houses. Replaces John Os- 
Lorne, resigned. Harry Jackson, 
New York, succeeds Crabill at Troy. 





Schenectady, N. Y. 
Alex Feltman has taken over the 
Lincoln here, formerly operated by 
Frank X. Shay. 





Omaha, 

Bob C. Gary, formerly on RKO 
midwest publicity, now doing spe- 
cial work for the Democratic party. 
Gary, former newspaper cartoonist, 
is syndicating a series of cartoons 
throughout the mid-west. 

Gary will also handle a special 





(Continued on Page 42) 


Check $300,000 Annual 
Distrib. Coast Loss by 
Illegal Use of Films 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Leakage of $300,000 annually in 
film rentals in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco is being plugged accord- 
ing to Harold Groves, traveling 
manager for Copyright Protection 
Bureau, which acts for the distribs 
in checking bicycling, hold-overs 
and switches. This is his first 
Coast trip. 

Groves, who has been here for 
several months and leaves in a week 
for New York, reports 40 irregular- 
ities in this district, with adjust- 
ments made ‘n three-fourths of the 
cases and the remainder now in the 
hands of Loeb, Walker and Loeb for 
prosecution, 


$75,000 Tax Saving 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Tax savings of between $75,000 
and $100,000 have been effected by 
Fox West Coast through W. H. 
(Bud) Lollier, head of circuit’s tax 
department, 

Reductions in real estate and per- 
sonal taxes were obtained by Lollier 
in practically every city in which 
the circuit operates, assessing offi- 
cers having been personally con- 
tacted. 

F-WC total tax bill aggregates 
around $1,000,000 annually, 














Granada, Reno, Dark 


Reno, Aug. 15. 

Asserting it’s impossible to secure 
sufficient first runs of better class 
to operate three houses in Reno, 
management of the T. & D. Jr. 
chain here closed the Granada last 
week. 

House, recently revamped, is the 
second best theatre in Reno, seat- 
ing around 1,200. T. & D. Jr. oper- 
ates Majestic, Granada and Wig- 
wam theatres here. Granada is the 
only one with a stage. 


Studio Placements 


James Gleason, ‘All America,’ U, 

Veree Teasdale, ‘Payment De- 
ferred,’ Metro. 

Myrna Loy, ‘Mask of Fu Manchu,’ 
Metro. 

Eddie Nugent, Ralph Lewis, Al- 
ebert Conti, Paul Hurst, Paul Por- 
cassi, Edward Lesaint, ‘Second Fid- 
dle,’ Schnitzer production for re- 
lease. 

Robert Hill to direct ‘Bride’s Be- 
reavement,’ Masquer Club comedy, 








for Radio. 

Loretta Young, ‘The Miracle,’ 
WB. 

Tammany Young, Lew Cody, Jack 
Kearns, Robert Elliott, George 


Roesner, Mike Donlin, Tod Sloane, 

‘Madison Square Garden.’ 

Arthur Hoyt, ‘Washington Merry- 
Go-Round,’ Col. 

Henry Armetta, George Humbert, 
Fred Malatesta, Robert Cautorio, 
‘Farewell to Arms,’ Par. 

Maureen O'Sullivan optioned for 
another six months, Metro. 

William Gargan, ‘Sport Page,’ 
Radio. 

J. Farrell Macdonald, Guinn Wil- 
liams, ‘Heritage of the Desert,’ Par. 

Alan Mowbray, Gregory Ratoff, 
‘Secrets of French Bolice,’ Radio. 

Lucille La Verne, ‘Breach of 
Promise,’ W-W. 

J. Carroll Naish, Paulette God- 
dard, ‘Kid from Spain,’ Goldwyn. 

Cc. Aubrey Smith, ‘Monkey's Paw,’ 
Radio. 

Judith Barry, Raymond Hatton, 
Eddie Gribbon, ‘Tom’s in Town,’ U. 

Florence Lake, untitled Sweet- 
Kennedy comedy, Radio. 

Harry Sweet to direct ‘Sham Poo, 
the Magician,” Radio. 

e Peggy Watts, ‘Sign of the Cross,’ 
ar. é 
Alphonz Ethier. Robert Homans, 

Minna Gombel ‘Wild Girl,’ Fox. 
Vince Barnett, Tad Jones, ‘Rack- 

ety Rax,’ Fox. 

Terrence Ray, 
Broadway,’ Fox. 


‘Walking Down 


Wallis Clark, Frederick Burt, 
‘Night of June 13,’ Par. 
Paul Porcasi, Thomas Ricketts, 


‘Farewell to Arms,’ Par. 

Frank La Rue, Russ Saunders, 
‘That’s My Boy,’ Col. 

Dorothy Appleby, ‘Wild Horse 
Stampede,’ Col. 

Ernest Torrance, ‘Sherlock Hole 
mes,’ Fox, 

Spencer Charters, ‘20,000 Years in 





| Sing Sing,’ ‘Silver Dollar,’ WB. 
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HAVE YOU HEARD 


the exhibitors’ new theme song ? 








“CONGORILLA 


| LOVE YOu 


-—and Congorilla’s ”- smash business 


goats a eee 
& Ae 
te ; 
4 






Thousands have} 
grabbed it...and these | 
circuits led the way: | 
R-K-O es 
WEST COAST z 
RALPH TALBOT 
MIDWESCO 
WARNERS 
BOYD 
PUBLIX 
DURKEE . 
SKOURAS 
. SCHINE 

















. WATCH FOX THIS YEAR 





is the reason: 


WINTER GARDEN 
Broadway, N. Y. 
"3 terrific weeks” 


~ R-K-O PALACE > 


Broadway, N. Y. ; 
“4th big B’way week” 


FOX 
Seattle, Wash. 
“Record-breaking pace” 


PALACE 
Springfield, Mass. - 


“Doubled business” 


UNITED ARTISTS 
Portland, Ore. 
“2 weeks take in one” 


PALACE 
Waterbury, Conn. 


“Bowling ’em over” 


CENTURY — 
Rochester, N. Y. 
“Biggest biz in months” 


BRANFORD 


Newark, N. J. 
“Stood them up” 


STATE 
Jersey City, N. J. 
“Hit of the town” 


PALACE 
Lawrence, Mass. 
“A sensation” 


PALACE | 


' New Haven, Conn. 
“Like the good ole days” 
ROOSEVELT 
Chicago, Il. 
“Set for a long run” 
NEW 


. Baltimore, Md. 
“Smash run opening” 


CAPITOL 
Miami, Fla. 
**Tremendous” 


CRITERION 


Los Angeles, Cal. 


*S. R. O. week end” 


AMERICA 


Colorado Springs 


‘Amazing crowds” 


EMPIRE 


New Bedford, Maes. 
* Knocked them cold” 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 4) 


6. This is not a postponement of 
@ividend decision. Yesterday was 
only the approximate date of the 
meeting. Date is not formally fixed, 
but lies in the discretion of the 
board. The street seems to take it 
for granted that the regular 75 cents 
will be declared. 


Film Stocks Moderate 

At the end of the week the new 
market situation had resolved itself 
into a rather complete pattern. 
Stocks had gone ahead sensationally 
for more than three weeks in @ 
frantic burst of speculation, and 
then had run into a fairly severe 
correction. Industrial average had 
gained around 30 points in 18 trad- 
ing days, and lost about 8 from the 
top in the Friday and Saturday ses- 
gions. 

Friday the break was wide open 
@s receding prices touched off stop 
loss erders, while Saturday devel- 
oped into a sharp contest between 
bulls and bears, the result of the 
final clash being inconclusive. It 
wasn’t evident to an _ observer 
whether the setback had run its 
course, or sentiment tended to fur- 
ther correction this week. There 
was ground for the view, however, 
that Saturday's selling was ‘better’ 
than the buying. As the week 
opened it was anybody’s guess 
whether the advance would be re- 
sumed promptly in a determined ef- 
fort to put the averages around 80, 
or there would be further declines 
until a new technical situation grew 
up upon which the bull campaign 
could be carried on again. 

Picture stocks gave a good per- 
formance. They were rather less 
aggressive on. the forward move- 
ment and proportionately stubborn 
on the recession. Loew advanced in 
orderly fashion from around 16 late 
in July to a top of 29, and in the 
setback disclosed a sturdy resist- 
ance level at 24—both upturn and 
reaction being very conservative as 
compared with some of the fast 
steppers in the rest of the list 
where advances of more than 100% 
were common and in several in- 
stances new tops for the current 
year were established. 

During the week Wall Street gos- 
Bip had it that a strong group was 
preparing to take up Loew for a 
campaign and the surrounding sit- 
uation makes it altogether logical 
to expect some such development. 

About everything that can be 
urged in favor of any stock for an 
Autumn upturn applies to Loew, be- 
sides several individual bullish ele- 
ments. Company has come through 
three years of depression with its 
dividend record unimpaired; profits 
ha; been sufficient for its regular 
payments; the dull season of the 
theatre is now practically over and 
the trade is moving into its best 
quarter -t a time when conspicu- 
Ously good income would make it 
étand out. 


In general the rest of the picture - 


Broup will have to depend upon bet- 
terment in general conditions, spe- 
cifically rising employment and a 
better public state of mind, such 
fas will encourage more © liberal 
Bpending, but special conditions sur- 
founding Loew o ‘it to give the 
Whole group a new kind of leader- 


Bhip. 
Loew’s 3d Quarter 
Loew last week made public its in- 
ome statement for the June quar- 
er, showing net after federal taxes 
&t $1,351,823, which represents 
Somewhere about 90 cents a share 


on the common, revealing that 
profits after all charges for the 40 
weeks up to June 4 (fiscal year is 
from Au. 30) have covered the 
usu .1 $3 regular annual and $1 extra 
in three-quarters of the business 
year. Profits to March 11 were $3.13 
a share. On the basis of the June 
90 cents, it is probable that the 
summer net will be in-«onsiderable, 
but the fact that the usual payments 
were covered in a business cycle 
such as we have beeen going 
through, is an achievement in itself, 
regardless of whether the extra is 
paid this year or not, on which point 
there has been no forecast. 


Bonds Do Well 

Amusement bonds continued to 
make steady progress, in keeping 
with whe all-around improvement 
in industrial liens. Loew's 6's 
reached—and held—a new top at 
85, only 5 points away from the 
high for the year, and it was noted 
that the Loew obligation was one 
of the few that maintained all its 
gains intact right through the sharp 
setback in the bond list on Satur- 
day. Progress here has been steady, 
gradual and uninterrupted all the 
way from the June bottom around 
65, while prices in other film bon 41s 


have fluctuated more or less vio- 
lently. 
For instance, the very inactive 


RKO obligations last week zoomed 
wildly on a few transactions from 
55 to 70 in one leap, and then 
slipped nearly 3 points. There was 
a range of about 4 points in War- 
ners, which topped again at 26% 
and then eased 2 at the Saturday 
close. Movements likewise were 
wide in the two Paramounts, repre- 
senting the play of speculative op- 
erations. The old Par-Famous 6's 
continued their recovery to 35 and 
then eased to 32, while the newer 
5144's established a new top on the 
movement at 32% and closed at 
28%, cff 2% net on the week. The 
Keith 6’s looked rather ragged in 
view of the fireworks in RKO de- 
bentures, getting up te 44% and 
then slipping back more than 4 to 
40 for a net loss of 1 on the week. 


Eastman Cuts Rate 

When ‘the market was at its 
height Wednesday a violent flurry 
came into Eastman Kodak, which 
easily might have had an effect upon 
the film stocks but didn’t. Kodak 
directors met Wednesday morning 
to vote on the dividend, while the 
Street, confident it would remain at 
5, ran the price up to 63%, top on 
the recovery to then. In the early 
afternoon the ticker announced a 
cut in the rate to $3, and the stock 
was swamped with offerings. Price 
dropped more than 10 potnts in an 
hour on combined liquidation and 
short selling. Short sellers were 
squeezed the following day, but it 
was just a run-in, and Kodak fin- 
ished the week on the downgrade, 
ending with a net loss of 10% at 49. 

Something of the: violence of the 
turnaround from July lows may be 
tgathered from the fact that several 
minor amusement shares and one 
big industrial in ‘Variety’s’ table 
jumped from extreme low to new 
highs for 1932 in the most violent 
reversal since the spring of '30. Co- 
lumbia Pictures, which is attracting 
a good deal of attention, advanced 
from its extreme low of 4% on May 
9 to 10% during the week, tite old 
shares on the Curb duplicating the 
performance. Madison Square Gar- 
den was in new high ground for the 
year at 4 and Pathe common 
touched 1% for a time. The major 
issue to make a new year’s peak 





was Westinghouse at 39%. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Aug. 13: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 





1932———_. Net chg. 
Sign. Low. Sales. Issue and rate, High. Low. Last. for wk. 
2% — eS ee A DABR. nnaiccsiceess sda miner tice me bid 
10% 4% 10,100 Columbia P, vic......... ceil . 10% 8% 10 +2% 
53% 1 1,300 Consol. Film........... PRIS, 24 +% 
is 2% 3,908 Consol. Film pfd..... Ganecegee « 8 5% 5% + % 
35% 112,200 Eastman Kodak (3).... 67 46'4 49 —10% 
eX t 27,500 Fox, Class A..... See Vhs 4% 3% 3% 
26 8% 465,800 Gen. Blec. (40c.) 20% 15% 16% 
7 200 Keith pfd........ a aes 20% 20 20% #$$+5% 
13% CR4GS TOO Gein ckadccdetsboci ces vA 26 = 
2 1,000 Do pref. (G%e)i..-cccccccvccce ° 70 6T 70 +1 
4 2% 1,100 Madison Sq. Garden.........+.> ° 4 3 4 + % 
14 14 500 Met-G-M pref, (1.89)........5- » 19% 18 19% =+1% 
4% 3% 140 Orpheum pfd....cccccccocccgees ° 9% 9 ” +1 
1% 1% eae eee ° 5% 4% — = 
1% 14 9,000 Pathe Exchange.......... ecm ie 1% % a =-% 
5% 1% G,100 Wate, GUO Ay cbc cides ccccececn e 4 8 3 —-% 
10% SBE, OUD Wee CUB ae occ cccsestaneses oo 6% ™% %—%* 
7 1% 25,106 REO  cccccscccsmmsccsevocccooes e 5% 4 4% +% 
1% Ly BOO GRMBOEE cioccccccgeccsccrscscces ° 1% 1 % +% 
8&0 23 50 Universal pref. (8)..........0006 31 81 $i -—4 
ah Wy 76,100 Warmer Bres, .occcccccestectece ° 2 2 2% —% 
Fe 4 200 Tica ie SSRI Bae te 13 10% 13 +4% 
7% 15% 259,600 Westinghouse (1)........+.006. oo 87% 31% -2 
CURB 
0% 4\%, $300 Columbia Picts. .i..ccccodeces ee ou” 3 e% +1% 
1% Wy 8,700 De Forest Radio........... SS Va fe 
lin 5 oo Fox Theatres (Note).......000: e  @e e- e- 
2% % 10D Gee. Deak. TE. Web cae cc sg0ses ° ‘s ve %s +% 
Lvs %&% S.5OS DWeemiealew oc cwecccscccccwocsce 2% 2 2% 
3 % 5.000 Gee. TEs dick womens ccesecS ee 1% 1% 1% 
BONDS 
™% 1 $93.000 Gen. Thea. Faq. '40......... eae 3% 3 3% -% 
24 63:00 -Maith Ga ‘Groce scssecccacsee - 44% 39, 40 —1 
64 BEGGS , ee GO, Gees ocecces ¢ ctescéere P 85 82% 85 +2 
% 49 SEGUO DO Fi 7a os > 5 «Sint veanveces 59 5% 58 a 
60% 13 101,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, '47.......65 35 30% 32 --2 
55 10% 155,000 Par-Pub 54's, '59........008. 3214 25 28% —2% 
104% 60 BRGOD TRIED Bet Docc. sccccvevene 70 55 55% +11% 
dig ROOD GRREOEE TGs chee vec seevscces 2% 2 2 +% 
40 9% 126,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39...... 26% 22% 24% 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Bid. Asked. 
— | rrrre Roxy, Class A (3.50)...... see) 6 maa oe 


———_— 
Note—Suspended from trading 





Distribs to Spank 
Delinquent Exhibs 
By Holding Service 


Baltimore, Aug. 15. 

Exchanges are trying to 
get the terrific 
amount of delinquencies among the 
exhibs in this territory. Several of 
the exchanges can sorrowfully 
point to theatres which are as 
much as eight and 10 pictures be- 
hind on their contracts. 

And in practically every case it 
means a total loss of that possible 
revenue to the exchanges, since 
with the new product now drifting 
in the exhibs are unwilling to pen- 
cil in last year’s flickers. 

Result is that the exchanges, in 
order to smooth things for their 
present selling seasons, are mostly 
forced to accept cancellations for 
these unplayed flickers. Taking in 
all the exchanges it runs up into 
six figures for the amount of can- 
cellations of old product. 

To prevent this crazy system 
from continuing into the coming 
season, the exchanges evidence that 
they'll strictly refuse any addi- 
tional pictures to an exhib when he 
becomes delinquent on one or two. 
It means that if an exhib has failed 
to give play dates for a couple of 
pictures and then hurries inte the 
exchange when the company comes 
through with a smash flicker, that 
the exchange will refuse to give 
that exhib the picture until he has 
picked up all the other pictures 
previously left on the shelf. 


Incorporations 


New York 
Albany. N. Y., Aug. 15. 
Melaick Amusement Corp., Brooklyn; 
theatrical enterprises; $20,000. 
Moaopole Film Corp., New York; com- 





locally 


together to stop 








All for 10c 





Halsey, Brooklyn, indie vaud- 
filmer, is giving away every- 
thing but the theatre to keep 
going. For 10c admish at the 
matinees it offers five vaude- 
ville acts, two feature pictures, 
two or three shorts, newsreel 
and a free bottle of soda to 
each customer. 

As the same soda retails in 
any store for 5c, the real price 
of the long show is a nickel. 


PRICE CUT BY RKO 
RILES COAST EXHIBS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Coast distributors are receiving 
protests from subsequent run ex- 
hibitors, circuit and indie, over ad- 
mission slashing by RKO, with in- 
troduction of straight sound in all 
its Coast division houses in con- 
junction with dropping of vaude 
last week. 

Exhibs, with higher bo. tariff, 
contend that to follow RKO on pic- 
tures will be in the nature of dis- 
crimination, as the reduced scale for 
the circuit gives latter an undue 
advantage and means lower grosses 
fer subsequent showings. 

Exhibs point out that an admis- 
sion battle is inevitable if distribu- 
tors, particularly Radio, supply RKO 
houses with product ahead of the 
higher tariffed clients. Condition 
applies to all other towns where 
RKO is represented. 

With exception of San Francisco, 
entire Pacific coast division of RKO 
has reduced admission scale. New 
prices goes into effect with the drop- 
ping of vaude and _ starting, of 
straight picture policies. 

Straight 25 cents up to 6 p. m., 
and 25c. balcony and 40c. lower floor 
nights, with Sundays, is new tariff, 
e:iminating the federal tax. 

Top gate in San Francisco re- 

















mercial manufacturing, pictures; 200 
shares no par. 
Linher, Inc., Manhattan; theatrical; 


100 shares no par. 

Radie City Theatres Corp.. New York; 
theatrical, amusements; 200 shares no 
par. 

Repertory Playhouse Associates, Inc., 
New York; theatrical; 200 shares no par. 

Marble Hill Amusement Corp., Manhat- 
tan; theatrical; $20,000. 

180 Sands St. Corp., Brooklyn: realty, 
amusements; $1,000. 

- Ki-e-Arts Amusement Corp., Queens; 
theatrical; $5,002. 

American Theatre Society, Inc., Man- 
hattan; theatrical; $1,500. 


Corp., Manhattan; theatrical; }- 


Barmack 
100 shares no par. 
Lawrence Hazard Personnel, Inc., New 
York; theatrical; 100 shares no par. 
Nona Play Corp., Manhattan; theatrical 
enterprises; 100 shares no war. 
Filmeraft Exchanges, Ine., New York: 
theatrical; 2,000 shares—1,000 preferred, 
$50; 1,000 no par. 


Brooklyn Burlesque TBeauties, Inc., 
Brooklyn; theatrical; $1,000. 
Mayfair Theatre Corp., Buffalo; 


amusements, theatrical business; 200 
shares no par. 

Stockwin Amusement Co., Inc., Man- 
hattan; theatrical; 100 shares no par. 

Stivanello-Culeast Theatrical Costume 
Co., Inc., Manhattan; deal in costumes 
for theatrical purposes; $10,000. 

Pp. Amusement Co., Inc., Kings; 
theatrical, indoor and outdoor amuse- 
ments; $10,000. - 

Cosmopolitan Opera Association of New 
York, Inc., Manhattan; theatrical; 100 
shares no par. 

beam Amusement Corp., Bronx; 
general amusement; 100 shares no par. 

To Continued, Ine., Manhattan; 
theatrical; 100 shares no par. 

Pastik Painting and Contracting Corp.. 


Manhattan: picture equipment; 100 
shares no par. 
Empire Burlesque Association, Inc., 


Manhattan; theatrical; 200 shares no par. 

National Association of Community 
Theatres, Inc., Manhattan; services con- 
nected with theatrical business; 200 
shares no par. 

United States Film Corp., Manhattan; 
picture apparatus; 200 shares no par. 

Tafbro Amusement Corp., Brooklyn; 
entertainment; $5,000. 

Atlantic Theatrical Co., Inc., Manhat- 
tan; theatrical: $1,000. 

St. James Theatre Corp., New York; 
theatrical; $20,000. 

Elaine Amusement Corp., Brooklyn: 
theatres, other Meces of amusements; 
$10,000. , 

Marris & Shayne, Inc., Manhattan; 
theatrical, hotels, restaurants: $10,000. 

Twinay Operating Corporation, Bronx: 
Public exhibitions, entertainments: 300 
shares—100 preferred $100 and 100 no| 
par. 

Adventure Distributing Corp., New 
York; picture apparatus, vaudeville per- 
formances; 100 shares no par. 

Atlantic Avcroplane Co., Ine., 
York: theatrical enterprises; $5,000. 

993 Third Avenue Corp., Manhattan; 
theatrical; $20,000, 

Myr-Wyck, Inc., Brooklyn; theatrical, 
amusements: 100 shares no par. 

Madison Inc., Manhattan; 
theatrical; 


New 


Pictures, 
$1,000. 


Change of Capital 


Irving Pictures Corp., Manhattan, 
from $15,909 to $20,009, 


California 


Sacramento, Aug. 15. 

Tos Angeles Speedway, County of Los 
Angeles. Capital stock 7,500 shares, none 
subscribed. H. R. Lanman, H. E. Breit- 
holle, E. A. Smythe, J. C. Hendershot, 
L. Smythe. 

Permits to sell stock issued to: 

Hollywood Legion Stadium Operating 
Ce. Athletic stadium operating. Per- 
mitted+to issue all 100 shares, no par. 

Majestic Pictures Co. Motion picture 
theatre Capital 1.009 shares no par. 
Permitted to issue three shares 





mains at 65c. 


$2,500 Holdup 


Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 15. 

Two hold-up men made away 
with about $2,500 here last night 
(Sunday) when they’ surprised 
Frank Hutton, assistant treasurer 
Farash theatres, as he was about 
to put the day’s receipts of the 
company’s theatres in a safe. 

He was forced to give up that 
money and also contents of safe. 
Bandits then gagged, tied him and 
then brought him out in the lobby 
and tied him to a post. Hutton 
worked himself free and notified the 
police. Hutton is son-in-law of 
Ww. Ww. Farley, head of Farash chain. 


BOMB MYSTERY CLEARING 


Milwaukee Police Pick Up Boy Who 
Tossed ’Em ‘For Fun’ 

















Milwaukee, Aug. 15. 
Milwaukee's stench bombing mys- 
tery drew nearer solution with the 


confession of Stanley Carey, 18, that ; 


he had set off several bombs for the 
fun of it and was in no way con- 
nected with any labor disputes. 

Picked up by police because of 
phoney license plates on a car, 
Carey admitted his bombing activi- 
ties. In addition to the bombing 
charge, Carey will face trial for 
theft of the automobile as well as 
a session in court on a statutory 
charge implicating a girl. 

Girl angle is causing the detective 
bereau to hook Carey to the at- 
tempted dynamiting of the Milwau- 
kee theatre several weeks ago. In 
this case a girl threw a stick of 
dynamite into the lobby of the Mil- 
waukee theatre. Had the contriv- 
ance gone off it would have wrecked 
the entire front of the house. The 
Milwaukee is non-union. 





Brin’s New House 
Chicago, Aug. 15. 

L. K. Brin, who formerly con- 
trolled a string of 16 theatres 
through Wisconsin, is again expand- 
ing. He has taken over the Iron- 
wood theatre, Ironwood, Mich., and 
has an option on the State, Rhine- 
lander, Wis. 

lor the past several seasons Brin 
has confined himself to two houses, 
the Garden and Majestic in Milwau- 
kee, 

Brin came into a new bankroll 
recently Ly the legacy route. 


—_—— 


Judgment 


Charles B. Dillingham; 
Bank & Trust Co.; $10,845. 





National | 


Propose 7 or 9 
ios. Protection 
On 10c Theatres 


Current agitation against the 10- 
centers, and recent confabs to cut 





rthese dimick situations, has had no 


effect on the major companies. In- 
ability of the big circuits to get to- 
gether on the question of twin bill- 
ing is retarding matters. 

Latest proposal uttered by one of 
the larger circuits is to demand 
nine months’ protection for prior 
runs over 10-centers. That's the big- 
gest protection span ever swung. 
Another circuit advocates seven 
months. Even a compromise under 
such preferments, if made, would 
run over the 120-day maximum now 
enjoyed on protection. 

These protection suggestions broke 
out the past week after the majors 
had been mulling over certain hints 
from Warners and Par relative to 
inserting indemnifying clauses in 
film contracts as against 10-cent 
situations. These clauses would 
condition for a major purchaser the 
redemption of a substantial amount 
of his film costs from an affiliated 
distrib where the latter has sold 
to 10-cent competition. 

Entire situation is still in the air 
and seems unlikely to land with any 
assfirance of general acceptance, 





Keeney Throws His 
Hat in Ring Again; 
Takes L. I. Theatre 


Frank Keeney, former eastern in- 
dependent theatre owner, is return- 
ing to the field after being the- 
atrically inactive for more than a 
year. He has taken the Carleton 
theatre, Jamaica, L. I., on a 10-year 
lease. He may try to build up a 
small circuit. 

The Carleton opens Sept. 3 under 
Keeney’s management with a 
straight film policy. House was for- 
merly a subway legit stand under 
the Brandts’ operation and lately 
has been playing indie vaudfilms. 

Keeney retired after Selling his 
last three Brooklyn houses to Loew. 
At one time he had an extensive 
string in that borough. 


Memphis Pool Will 
Break Up on Aug. 26 


Pool under which Loew operates 
for the major circuits in Memphis 
breaks up Aug. 26. Each of of the 
chains takes back its respective 
house. 

Discontinuance comes by way of 
complaint from various distribs who 
couldn’t see the four way pool as 
advantageous to film sales. Un- 
tangling releases two houses to 
Publix and one each to Loew, RKO 
and Warners. 


McVickers-UA Films 
Set for Chi Reopenings 


vs Chicago, Aug. 15. 
Balaban and Katz reopen Mc- 
Vickers Aug. 19 with ‘Horse Feath- 
ers’ (Par). United Artists will get 
going Aug. 26 with ‘White Zombie’ 














B&K’s other major house, which 
is now closed, the Paradise, has not 


will turn on the marquee some time 
in September. 


Anti-Chain Law Fails 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 

The petition recently circulated 
in favor of a state law requiring 
high taxes for each chain theatre 
after the first one failed to ob- 
tain enough signatures and will not 
be presented to the voters. 

Law, if passed, would have been 
a serious blow to chain theatres and 
stores. 





———— ee 


SERKOWICH IN CHICAGO 





Ben Serkowich, now on the Coast 
for RKO, transfers to Chicago to 
take charge of exploitation in the 
middle west. 

John Josephs, who has been han- 
dling this post, remaining with the 


circuit in the Chicago office. 
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been scheduled for reopening but’ 
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CAN LEO 
TAKE IT! 


















































































~ Sure, he’s used to these tributes — sg 

: Avent 6; i932 MOTION PICTURE HERALD 

~ | EXHIBITORS NAME THE TEN BIGCEST ; 

MONEY MAKING STARS OF 1931-32 : 

Final Standings in Canvass of % ~ One Hundred and Fifty-Five: H 

Cite Five Women and Five LR Winners: Sonny on trethed of Ret ; 

Men as B. O. Leaders zs Marie Dressler Year; Dressler on Top i 

benny 3. Joan Croulord . : 

~N | 5. Greta Garbo te 
6. Norma Shearer 

7. WallaceBeeryy A = jf _ 

= : 3 Clark Gable es fi 

MARE —SOJOAN' SGT 10. | WALLACE - Hi 

DRESSLER CRAWFORD | GARBO SHEARER BEERY GABLE -- 

Ho! hum! Leo wins again! This time it’s the most : 

thorough theatre survey (12,000 Box-offices!) ever 

conducted in the motion picture industry. Is Leo : 

proud? You said it—but he’s not cocky! He can < 

take it! He wins plenty of laurels, but he never - 

rests on them. That’s the secret of his success! Six - 

out of Ten! That’s STAR POWER! - om 
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Comparative Gr mae Coast Exhib 
ompara ve OSSeS or y July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 
LOEW’S Final Edition| New Morals {| The Ringer Make Me a 
High. $18,500 $12,500 for Old $11,000 Star 
(Conti al is Low.. 7,500 Vaude $13,000 (British) — enges y 
ontinued from page aude 
DE E PALACE Huddle Merrily We 2 Hearts in What Price 
NVER High. $32,000] $11,000 Go to Hell | Waltz Time | Hollywood . n 
_ ow... 7,000 $10,000 $9,000 10,0 
July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 (German) Cutting Price 
DENVER Tenderfoot | Red Headed Lady and Unashamed CAPITOL Tenderfoot | Lady Panni- Thunder Winner 
High. $27,700 $11,000 Woman Gent $18,200 High $30,000 and ford’s Folly Below Take All 
Low.. 7,000) Stage Show $13,000 $10,700 Ted Lewis |Low.. 5,500 _ moe and i er * one. ‘ 
~~ PARA- New Morals Freaks Milli Mad ouvain oung Bri ast eck En zeles, J 5. 
MOUNT for Old $4,100 Dollar Lege echahear $9,500 $9,500 Companions Marriage a Los Angeles, ane. 1 
High. $22,000 (3 days) $4,500 $3,800 (British) $10,500 $9,000 Throwing down the gauntlet to 
Low.. 3,800 ar ory Me Tons Se o Are These Night World Hollywood onthe ee a= oe te 
5,200 ig 00 oney ur ildren| © and peaks . 
ALADDIN Week End A ; Low.. 4,500 and and Fast and. penalize the house by setting back 
High. $16,600 yy . pon ae ten 1 "sree Ghost Train Is My Face Companions No Greater j|play dates, Chotiner’s Parisian, 
Low.. 1,560 $4,500 $5,500 $5,000 aeteeoe) irene $7,000 aw Vermont avenue indie subsequent 
ORPHEUM What Price Vanitw Bal i : - ritis . ; : : run, slashed its admission to a 
High. $20,000 alvised #310000. . pi ae ae IMPERIAL Femme De Le Petit La Femme Mannequin jstraight 15 cents. Harry Chotiner, 
Low.. 10,000 $10,000 $12,000 $14,000 toes —— aa _ ry en a sO operator, is making his stand on 
Vaude vee 1,800 , He, : ‘ the ground that distributors are 
RIALTO No Greater Doomed Street of Lena Rivers (New Low) (French (French (French discriminating against the Parisian 
High.. $4,500 L made) made) made) 
igh.. $4, ove Battalion Women 2,250 in favor of Fox West Coast, and 
Low... 2,000 $2,000 $3,250 $2,500 ~~ |eontends that that circuit is violat- 
(New Low) PHILADELPHIA in ‘break’ , 
g the zoning ‘break’ by a priority 
, showing based on a fictitious ‘top’ 
SEAT TLE July 2 July 4 July 16 July 23 admission. 
' tg Is My Face Thunder _ Miss oy, Mrneee Chotiner, it is understood, figures 
July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 |Loo, *17'800| — $15.800 318,000 Pyis.000. ses.coo |tnst_ if penalized for putting 
FIFTH AVE,| Rebegee | Rog Headed | Mystory | Millio Vado SMaayey | eprirane | Usht 150 pri tn eet, which 
igh. : oman anc ollar Legs Loretta oe 
Low.. 4,600] Stage Show $13,000 $4,600 $18,000 Young sion charged by the circuit in cer- 
(New Low) _| Desert Song FOX Rebecca Vanity Fair Almost Monte Carlo |‘2in opposition houses, he will be 
“ORPHEUM Fast What Price | Bring ’Em Bring "Em |High. $41,000 $20,500 $19,500 Married Madness forced to close the Parisian and 
High. $32,000; Companions Hollywood Back Alive Back Alive |Low.. 10,500} Stage Show $18,500 $18,000 have grounds for legal action. 
Low.. 3,400 a $6,700 $12,000 a Ri a os You of vou erry, We ae a 
. igh. d esire Me esire Me o to He esterday - 
Walke Vaude  _|tow.. 8000} $18,500 oohl8.000 $13,000 $12,000 |Hartford Exhib Sues 
: wee 
MUSIC Two Seconds Winner Miss Purchase For $1,000,000 Damages 
BOX $3,200 Take All Pinkerton Price 
Hip, $17,000 $2,800 $2,800 $2,600 BOSTON New Haven, igre phone’ 
ow.. 2,500 : New Haven Film Board of Trade 
_ LIBERTY Trapped in My Wife's Without Bachelor's July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 is one of several defendants in $1,- 
High. $12,000! Submarine Family Honor Folly METRO- Make Me a Million Lady and Madame 000,000 damage suit brought by 
Low.. 2900 and and $4,900 $5,800 POLITAN Star Dollar Legs Gent Racketeer A. C. Morris, operator of the Ma- 
Cannon Ball Stowaway High. $66,000 $18,000 $18,000 $14,100 $25,900 jestic, Hartford. 
Express $5,400 Low.. 18,000| StageShow | (New Low) | Gene Dennis | Rudy Vallee Suit is based on anti-trust law, 
$6,900 sas he $40,000 Sau ee and Morrison claims refusal of de- 
'g iy aptive attalion fendants to sell him pictures caused 
DETROIT Low.. 7,600} © $9,800 $9,000 ' edie 
. ’ g of his house. 
: Vaude ‘ 
baad July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 RKO Bring ’Em Roar of the | Tom Brown The Man 
MICHIGAN Dark Horse Million Red Headed MEMORIAL Back Alive Dragon of Culver Called Back COLO. WAGES 
High. $53,100 $43,500 Dollar Legs Woman High. “aS $24,800 $14,500 $13,000 $19,500 P 
Low.. 16,700} Stage Show $26,700 $22,500 Low.. 6,140] Stage Show. Russ Columbo Denver, Aug. 15. 
Rhapsody in| Thurston KEITH'S By Whose Bring ‘Em | What Price Riders of _rnentre managers in Denver, 
Black (Tab) BOSTON Hand Back Alive | Hollywood |Death Valley | Colorado Springs, and Pueblo have 
FOX Rebecca Hollywood Week End High. $23,000 $8,400 $6,200 $8,500 $5,000 notified the state industrial com- 
High. $50,000 $23,000 Speaks Marriages Low.. 5,000 Vaude (New Low) | mission that new schedules of ope- 
Low.. 14,000} Stage Show $16,000 $16,000 rators’ wages will go into effect 
High. $29,000 aia . Teiaeee Pinleoneis PORTLAND, ORE. ee ee ee a 
Low.. 9,400 $18,000 Stoopnagle $13,100 July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 In Denver Harry Huffman has 
Johnny and Budd Stage Show PARA- Rebecca Man About Million Society Girl | filed requests for 10% reduction at 
pom Weismuller Hi ihe “go3:800 Shatty- caaet eee $8,000 Orpheum, two men on shift as at 
. 4 resent; at the Tabor he wants one 
BUFFALO Low.. 5,000} Schmeling (5 days) Desert Song ° @ shift inetend of t but at 
12,500 man toas nste of two, buta 
July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 PR on. Show at mny —. Rt po — 
BUFFALO | Red Headed Rebecca Make Me a | Lady and RKO Honor of the | What Price | Bring ’E Band Slee. et he Doate Bere Neen reuuce 
High. $42,000/, Women $16,500 Star, scent ORPHEUM Press Hollywood | Back Alive | Back Alive cee eee eee coe ae 
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Stage Show Rudy Vallee ae. e000 a days) y ’ co week) men at same wages as at present, 
HIPPO- | Society Girl |New Morals | Man from |, Million (New Low) 
_DROME 900 for Old Yesterday Dollar Legs Vaude Ja. Towns’ Sundays 
High. $22,000 $5,000 $6,200 $7,900 UNITED Woman in Make Me a Lady and Winterset, Ia., Aug. 15. 
Low.. 3,900 —_ ARTISTS Room 13 Star Gent Crop weather brought Sunday 
CENTURY Sky Devils Love Is a Street of Dark Horse |High. $13,000 $4,500 $3,400 $3,500 films, city council capitulating to de- 
rien. as 4 h map ery beep ong $6,100 Low.._ — mands of some 1,084 petitioners. 
ow.. aude nee . 
. : : bject 
LAFAY- High {Speed Lena Rivers | No Greater Attorney MINNEAPOLIS Knoxville votes on same subjec 
ETTE $6,500 . owe fer Befenee this week and Pella has a special 
High. $16,000] Midnight $5,500 $7,000 eS July 9 July 16__{__July 23" | ballot day in the offing. 
Low.. 5, Patrol RKO Bring ’Em Bring ’Em Night World ; Tom Brown 
$7,500 ORPHEUM Back Alive Back Alive $9,500 of Culver eae wean 
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July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 igh. 12,800 tar oman asquerade Al ‘ 
EARLE Week End Winner Man from Miss Low.. 3,000 $22,400 $14,100 $10,700 ‘featured Acts 
High. $25,000 Marriage Take All Yesterday Pinkerton 4 Mills Bros. : ; 
Low.. 6,000 $17,500 $14,000 $20,000 $16,000 _ LYRIC Tenderfoot Man About | Society Girl Man from 
Stage Show Geo. Brent High.. $7,000 $6,200 Town y Yesterday FANCHON & MARCO Presents 
Jack Mulhall Loretta Low... 1,200 $5,000 $5,300 ZELDA SANTLEY 
Young 
ss PALACE Scarface Rebecca Lady and | Washington TACOMA ‘ ‘ 
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Lou. : 500 $6,500 $14,000 July 2 July 9 July aS July 23 VEILS" IDEA 
(New Song onPHeuM |” “‘Rea*” alvweed Back Alive 
COLUMBIA Fast Shop Girl Hell Fire Monte Carlo 
High. $19,000| Companions | _ $1,800 Austin Madness |e: eee peril teres ae BERNARDO DE PACE 
Low.. 1,500 ; $1,500 $3,500 tai 1900 $4,800 ica a 
(New Low) arinal ‘week Wizard of the Mandolin 
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High. "#1 500 $22,000 Married Souls Racketeer SLUE —" peererny es on catalind 
Low.. 11,000] Stage Show $17,000 $23,500 $22,500 MOUSE Battalion Men Women 1 
— co perted High.. $8,300 $2,500 $1,460 $1,700 htt 
A. M. Wong | =—“—— EDDIE BRUCE 
KEITH’S Bring 'Em What Price | Attorney for | Roar of the 
High. $20,000| Back Alive Hollywood Cofenee Oregon i> eee eee ee HEADLINING 
Low.. 4,600 $11,500 $12,500 7,000 7,000 uly uly uly July 23 “ , . ” 
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SAN FRANCISCO Low..  4,900| _ $9,300 $5,100 $7,100 FANCHON & MARCO Present 
j July 9 July 16 July 23 STRAND Rebecca Million Winner Brown of 
July 2 uty =~ + A High. $12,500 $2,200 Dollar Legs Take All Culver SYLVIA CLARK 
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729 Seventh Avenue, New York 
Telephone Bryant 9-2812 
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The 

Most Valuable 
Movie Ticket 
Ever Issued! 


Money couldn’t buy it...Yet it 
will admit you FREE to the most 
stupendous show ever presented 
on a picture screen! A nation-. 
wide advance showing of the 13 
most important pictures of the 
coming Fall, including representa- 
tive 1932-’33 product finished 
months before release —ALL in 
two history-making days—an un- 
precedented demorstration to 
trade and public that motion pic- 


tures will be better in 1932-33! 





For the first time in your life, actually 
sample a new season’s product before 
you buy! Get a real line on completed 
pictures greater than any ever planned 
on paper! 

















GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 


’Phone or write your Warner Bros. 
exchange now for FREE tickets for 
yourself and one prominent local 
citizen to represent your patrons in 
judging the greater brand of enter- 
tainment you’re going to offer 
them next season! Special low-rate 
accommoaations arranged for at a 
leading hotel. . . . Join hundreds of 
your fellow-showmen in a stirring 
social as well as business event! 


VITAGRAPH, INC., DISTRIBUTORS 
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“DOCTOR xirt 
All in Technicoler 


CONSTANCE BENNETT in 
“TWO AGAINST THE 


WORLD”* 
e @ 


“CROONER” 
First Big Radio Expose 
@ © 


RICHARD BARTHELMESS 
In “CABIN IN THE 


COTTON”? 
ee 


GEORGE ARLISS in 
“AR SUCCESSFUL CALAM- 
iTy’”* os 


EDWARD G. ROBINSON 
in “TIGER SHARK” 
with Richard Arlen 









RUTH CHATTERTON in “THREE ON A MATCH’ twith 


“THE CRASH” Joan Blondell, Warren 

with George Brent ‘William, Ann Dvorak, 
e °@ Bette Davis 

“BLESSED EVENT”, ee 


From the Famous 
Broadway Hit 


“THEY CALL IT SIN“? with 
Loretta Young, George 


Brent 
“LIFE BEGINS” ee 
The Talk of the Indus- 
SAMPLES OF NEW- 
try ee 
° SEASON VITAPHONE 
WM. POWELL and KAY suogts 
FRANCIS in 
“ONE WAY PASSAGE’’* e © 
e 8 ATYPICAL 4-STAR WEST- 


DOUG. FAIRBANKS, JR. ERN with John Wayne 
and NANCY CARROLL’ and Duke, his Devil 
in “SON OF RUSSIA” Horse 


¥ 
T A First National Picture * A Warner Bros. Picture 
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Nobody Bemg Signed for Those 
20 RKO Wks. Until After Labor Day 
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Contrary to the usual August 
custom, no pre-season routes will be 
issued to acts by RKO between now 
and Labor Day. It’s usually rout- 
ing-time-in-Dixie at this time of 
the year, but this year the circuit’s 
uncertainty about vaudeville policies 
for the coming season preclnde all 
chances for sustaining contracts. 


The no-routes order was issued 
Saturday (13) by the RKO theatre 
operating department. Oddly, it 
followed the previous day’s request 
from the booking department for 
lists of all acts available for routes 
starting Oct. 1. Most of the agents 
had optimistically sent in their lists 
before the theatre department’s stop 
order came through, 

Since RKO isn’t certain about 
vaudeville for any of its theatres, it 
doesn’t want to add to the booking 
office’s already large obligations in 
the event of sudden closings and 
policy changes. 

Only about 10 acts now have RKO 
routes extending into the new sea- 
son. These were random summer 
bookings arranged before the no- 
routes decisiony They run 20 weeks 
maximum, but are called routes 
anyway. 


TEX AT $4,000 TOPS 1ST 
RKO SHOW AT ACADEMY 


RKO starts booking the vaude- 
ville at Skouras’ Academy, New 
York, Aug. 27. Texas Guinan will 


headline the opening bill at $4,000. 

Under the RKO-Skouras operat- 
ing d@al in New York, the Academy 
plays the stage shows while the 
RKO Jefferson down the block re- 
mains straight pictures. Both 14th 
street houses were formerly op- 
position vaudeville stands. 

Similar arrangement will prevail 
uptown for the RKO Coliseum and 
Skouras’ Audubon, with the Coli- 
seum getting the vaudeville. No 
date is set for the opening. 


WEAVERS CUT 107, 
BUT IT’S STILL $4,500 


Weaver Bros. have accepted a 
10% salary cut on RKO’s 10-week 
extension of their contract. 

The new Weaver salary is $4,500, 
as against $5,000 for the last two 
seasons. 

















F&M Sets Supporting 
Cast for ‘Follow Thru’ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Cast of F&M’s ‘Follow Thru’ tab, 
in support of Joe Penner and Olive 
Olsen, includes Mac Harris, Eddie 
Tamblyn, Helen Wright, Franklyn 
Farnum, William Halligan, Jerry 
Ross, Alita Duncan, Dee Loretta, 
Earl Maestro. 

Book is being staged by Colton 
Cronin and dances by LeRoy Prinz. 
Tab version, 11 scenes, opens Aug. 
19 in San Francisco, George McCay 
musical director. 

Addition to cast of ‘Hearts of 
Broadway,’ featuring Vera Gordon, 
are Sidney Page and Co. and Four 
Juggling Normans. 

T. Roy Barnes goes into F&M’s 
‘Sally’ cast, headed by Mary Eaton 
and Bert Gordon. 


. 





Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

After its current break-in at the 
Manchester, ‘Follow Thru’ jumps 
to San Francisco, opening at the 
Fox Aug. 19. 

Fits into the Fanchon & Marco 
schedule because of the closing of 
‘Cherry Blossoms’ at the State here. 





Leon Errol’s $3,000 


Leon Errol has four Loew picture 
house weeks at $3,000 per. 

Opens Aug. 25 at the Capitol, New 
York. 





Prinz Bankrupt 
Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Petition in bankruptcy filed in U. 
S. District court here by LeRoy 
Prinz, musical stager. 
Has a week in which to submit 
his schedule of liabilities and assets. 


‘ 








Laurie Goes Arty 


Fire Island, Aug. 15. 
Only actor in the world reputed 
to afford to have his summer home 
decorated by an artist appears to be 
Joe Laurie, Jr. Two large murals 


now adorn the interior of his sum- 
mer hideout at Ocean Beach, same 
place where the biting police dog is 
banished to the back yard now. 

Vic Gunnis, the Phila. portrait 
artist who was connected with the 
late New York ‘Graphic,’ painted 
the murals. Gunnis fell for Laurie’s 
invitation to spend a weekend and 
the art work was the result, 


NBCS NEW AIM 
TO BE QUICK 
STAGE COIN 


NBC now looks to vaude and the 
presentation stages as the quickest 
money getter for itself and talent 
and is concentrating on people 
suitable for stage dates rather than 
go in for tedious radio commercial 
build-ups. 

Ed Scheuing, whose band dept. 
was disintegrated when he switched 
to agenting NBC talent for theatre 
bookings, has Ray Perkins currently 
at the Academy; Pickens Sisters 
opening at Loew’s Valencia Aug. 19. 
with more Loew dates to follow; 
Harriet Lee and Boy Friends at 
Loew’s Met, Brooklyn, 26th; Buddy 
Rogers’ band at Capitol, N. Y., 26th, 
with more Loew dates to follow. 

Rogers will tour to the Coast 
with his band, principally in one 
nighters.. Latest test of Rogers’ 
drawing power was at New Haven 
where in a Sunday appearance 
with the band, the attendance rec- 
ord established by Rudy Vallee was 











‘bettered. 


Rogers may tarry in Hollywood 
for one picture, not yet contracted 
for. Band dates for dance halls 
will feature Johnny Green, song- 
writer-pianist, and Raymond Baird, 
kid musician. 


MORE RKO SQUABBLES 
OVER TALENT SETTLED 


Four of seven disputes up before 
the RKO agents’ association’s arbi- 
tration board last week were set- 
tled, with the others tabled until 
this week’s session. Most of the 
controversies were over releases. 

Bronson and Renee and George 
Dewey Washington were granted re- 
leases from M. S. Bentham and 
Curtis & Allen, respectively. Max 
and His Gang drew a ditto from 
Weber-Simon. 








Controversies between Charlie 
Morrison and Gus Edwards over 
Armida; between Weeden and 


Schultz over Bud Harris and Co.; 
between Harry Romm and Jack 
Hart over Lucky Millinder’s orches- 
tra were tabled. Decision on ‘Sis- 
ters of the Skillet’ (East and 
Dumnke), was reserved upon Marty 
Forkins’ request for a re-hearing. 

At the same meeting Wirth & 
Hamid’s application for a franchise 
was turned down. 





RKO Mgr. Etherizing 


Schenectady, Aug. 15. 


Herb Morgan, manager of the 
RKO Proctor theatre here, is doing 
a weekly news broadcast over WGY. 
Morgan is on the air each Saturday 
night around 11:15 o’clock and talks 
for 15 minutes. 

News and personal items about 
screen personalities and pictures 
make up most of the chatter. 


RUBY AND SHOWBOAT 


Herman Ruby, casting director at 
Warners’ srooklyn studio, has 
bought into the Bobby Sanford Hud- 
son river showboat thing. 

He's holding his WB connection 
at the same time. 











Comic Confesses 





‘They're sure paying us 
hams lots of silly money these 
days,’ opined a $4,000-a-week 
comedian, actually abashed at 
the high salary being hafided 
him and others. 

‘If they were smart they 
could corral the market at 
more reasonable prices, but I 
suppose they (the managers) 
don’t dare commit themselves 
to long term routes or annual 
guarantees. Meanwhile, they 
buy names as they need 'em 
for spot bookings. A pleasure.’ 


FRIARS SUE 
ROXY RCVR. 











Suit for $1,000 has been filed in 
New. York against Harry G. Kosch 
and receivers for the Roxy theatre 
by the Friars club and 16 club mem- 


bers who appeared in the ‘Friars 
Frolic’ at the picture house early in 
the summer. The money is alleg- 
edly due for the guest stars pro- 
vided gratis by the club during the 
second week (June 7) of the fort- 
night engagement. 

The Friars collected their 22%% 
of the gross, but not the extra 2%% 
which the theatre was alleged to 
have agreed to pay for the addi- 
tional talent. 

Members individually suing are 
Georgie Price, Jans and Whalen, 
Harry Hershfield, Pat Rooney and 
Pat Rooney 3d, Three Samuels 
Bros., Joseph E. Howard, Jay C. 
Flippen, Louis Silvers, Eddie Miller, 
Warren Jackson, Danny Dare and 
Lester Allen. 

Guest stars who appeared in the 
club show, and for whom the Friars 
claim the $1,000 is due, were Sophie 
Tucker, Bert Lahr, Jack Pearl, 
Stoopnagle and Budd, Art Jarret, 
Cab Calloway’s band, Gus Van, Jack 
Benny, Texas Guinan, Walter Don- 


aldson,- Walter C. Kelly, Taylor 
Holmes, Eddie Dowling and June 
Knight. 


Arthur H. Rose represents the 
Friars in the action. 


Effort to Extradite 
Billy Glason to Chicago 
For Child Abandonment 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 
Efforts were being made over the 
week end here to extradite Billy 
Glason on a charge of child aban- 








donment. Glason is now in New 
York. 
Mrs. Glason, the former Helen 


Dooley of vaude, went before Judge 
William J. Lindsay and declared she 
was destitute at 732 Bittersweet 
avenue and dependent upon the 
charity of friends. Glason allegedly 
owes $507 back alimony for his wife 
and six-year-old child. 

Mrs. Glason denied that her 
comedian husband was penniless or 
unable to pay the alimony. He was 
prosperous enough to turn down 
vaudeville engagement offered him 
during the past fortnight at $400 a 
week, she averred. 


BECK’S FOREIGN ACTS 
START TO COME OVER 


Foreign acts signed by Martin 
Beck for RKO, and to come over 
by Oct. 1 are straggling in. One of 
them, Bood and Bood, is current- 
ly held up at Ellis Island on an im- 
migration squabble. 

People signed by Beck are Campo 
and Partners, G. Trovanni, Joe 
Mara’s Marionettes, Kirkwhite and 
Addison, Mady and Co., Dolinoff and 
Raya Sisters, Ike Freedmand, Scar- 
lett’s Chimpanzees, Cladia Alba, 
Fransky, Gracie Schenck and Co. 











FLIY’S CBS-BOOKED 

Jay C. Flippen’s week at Loew's 
State this Saturday (20) makes the 
first stage booking obtained for him 
by the CBS Artists Service. Date 
was arranged after the comic had 
appeared on two sustaining pro- 
grams over the Columbia network. 

Flippen’s contract with the net- 
work covers him exclusively in all 


fields of entertainment and guaran- 
tees him a stipulated monthly sum 
for the next year. 
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| Orpheum, 


Deluge of Freelance Vaude Troupes 


In Tank Towns 





————— 


DAVIDOW WANTS COMMISH 


Veloz and Yolanda 
Havana and N. Y. Dates 


Suing Over 





Ed Davidow’s suit against Veloz 
and Yolanda, current at the Capitol. 
New York, dates back to the danc- 
ers’ engagements at the Sevilla 
Biltmore, Havana, and the St. Regis, 


N. Y., with the team disclaiming 
any obligation to the agent for these 
engagements. Veloz and Yolanda 


contend they secured them on their 
own following a legit managerial 
contract Davidow had with them. 
Some $2,000 in accrued commish 
is claimed, Julius Kendler for the 
dancers contending that it was com- 
promised by a $300 claim and sev- 
eral $20-a-week payments when 
their first St. Regis hotel engage- 
ment expired. When Veloz and 
Yolanda returned to the hostelry at 
$550 a week they secured the con- 
tract on their own. At the Havana 
Biltmore the figure was $800 a week. 


JAIL RULOFF 
ON ACTOR'S 
COMPLAINT 


Alexis Ruloff of the adagio team 
of Ruloff and Elton is in the Tombs, 
New York, pending trial on a grand 
larceny charge preferred by Lew 
Pope of another vaudeville team, 
Pope and Thompson. He was un- 
able to raise bail, set at $1,500. 

Pope charges Ruloff with mulct- 
ing him of $240 by promising an en- 
gagement in Europe, collecting 
round-trip fares, and then making 
off with the money. Pope alleges 
Ruloff ‘booked’ a show for 16 weeks 
of dates in Paris, Berlin and Monte 








Carlo. The other acts included 
Pearl Adelaide, Allan Perado and 
Yvonne. 


Ruloff, it is alleged, set July 9 as 
the sailing date. After two post- 
ponements Pope became suspicious, 
he states, and made the charges. 
Ruloff was arrested by Boston po- 
lice upon request from New York. 


CONRAD TO PAY OFF, 
SAYS WAS ILL-ADVISED 


Eddie Conrad and his former legal 
and personal mentor, Julius Ken- 
dler, have declared a truce, with 
Conrad promising to repay the at- 
torney the $5,000, plus $1,100 due 
Moe Lazarus, who financed Con- 
rad’s vaudeville ect on Kendler’s 
okay. There were other things 
which Kendler had okayed on be- 
half of Conrad and which the 
vaudevillian has agreed to take care 
of as reparations for walking out 
on Kendler via a bankruptcy peti- 
tion. 

Long Conrad’s adviser, Kendler 
saw himself listed for some $8,000 
among $25,000 worth of liabilities 
in Conrad’s bankruptcy petition. 
The actor now states he was mis- 
advised and will seek to square 
himself financially all around. 

Split from his wife and former 
stags partner, Marion Eddy, Con- 
rad's new partner is Carletta Miles. 











Fannie’s Dates 


Fannie Brice is due back from a 
European vacation the end of this 
month. She will play some picture 
house dates she has lined up. 

Also has some radio commercial 
bookings in view, including a bid 
from Lucky Strike. 





CROSBY AT L. A. PAR 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Bing Crosby goes into the local 
Paramount Aug. 25 with showing of 
‘The Devil and the Deep’ (Par). 
Picture postponeé a week due to 
‘Horsefeathers’ being held over. 





Gibbons RKO Denver Week 
lloyd Gibbons is booked into the 
Denver, Aug. 25. 
Nothing set to follow. 


—+ 


for Small Change 





Chicago, Aug. 15. 


Small towns through the central 
states have been deluged over the 
summer by dinky wildcat vaude- 


ville troupes traveling in one or 
two automobiles. They have been 
identified as panicky actors scurry- 
ing into the sticks from the curb- 
stones of Times square and the 
loop and working for small change 
to buy groceries and gasoline. 
Quality of the performance is de- 
scribed as uniformly bad and has 
soured many a manager against 
what he co1.siders to be vaudeville. 
Anywhere from six to 15 people 
comprise the itinerant groups and 
their business proposition is gen- 
erally a willingness to work for 
25% of the theatre's gross. 
Invariably the wildcatters make 
their booking deal on the morning 
of the evening they appear. Most 
of the tanks they hit don’t give 
matinees. Possessing no paper or 
other advertising displays except a 
few tack-perforated photographs, 
they chalk signs on their automo- 


biles to attract patronage. Pick- 
ings are never large. 
A seven-person wildcat troupe 


played the American Legion Hall in 
Gladstene, Michigan, Aug. 6 and got 
$10.25 as their share. Another cara- 
van was stranded in Menominee, 
Michigan, after giving a matinee. 
Their performance was so bad the 
manager apologized from the stage 
and refunded the admission price, 
Troupe of eight went unpaid. Man- 
ager finally filled up their gasoline 
tank so they could scram, 


6 CRUISES OVER LABOR 
DAY, ALL WITH SHOWS 


Although several week-end cruises 
were cancelled, there are no less 
than six liners listed for trips over 
Labor Day, all to have professional 
shows. The holiday cruise boats 
are ‘Berengaria,’ ‘St. Louis,’ ‘Belgen- 
land,’ ‘Georgic,’ ‘Transylvania’ and 
‘France,’ with one more boat to be 
announced. 

The ‘Belgenland’ sailed Saturday 
(13) on its weekly six-day, two- 
point cruise, carrying 45 people in 
the show. There were over 700 pas- 
sengers aboard, the heaviest list the 
White Star liner has had this 
summer. 

In the show are Ruth Sherry, Lu- 
cille Seller, Ruth Conway, ‘Coral 
Gables’ (revue), Lucille Watson, Al 
Raymond, Vail and Stewart, Grace 
Pawvini, plus repeaters held over 
from last week’s cruise: Alex Roth- 
off, Fay and Wellington, Chigi, 
Serge Abagoff, Gloria Ely and Sherr 
brothers, Micha Moroff and Gypsy 
ensemble. ; 

‘Britannic’ will sail Monday (22) 
on a four-day cruise carrying a 20- 
person show. Booked to date are 

Cric Titus, Lucille Johanson, Mar- 
tha Lewis, Edith Rogers and ‘Danc- 
ing Debutantes’ (revue). 














F-M May Produce 


‘Spain’s’ Femme Prologs 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Sam Goldwyn is dickering with 
Fanchon & Marco to produce his 
all-girl stage prolog for the Eddie 

Cantor picture, ‘Kid from Spain.’ 
Due to simultaneous release of 
picture in several eastern cities, 
three individual prologs are wanted. 





Ottawa Embassy Burns 


Ottawa, Aug. 15. 

The Embassy theatre suffered 
$50,000 damage in a two-alarm fire 
which destroyed the stage and 
much of the interior, the origin be- 
ing unknown. 

After weeks of darkness, the Em- 
bassy had re-opened y.ith a spe- 
cial vaudeville policy for the en- 
tertainment of visitors to the Im- 
perial parlay. 

Manager Finlay MecRate said the 
theatre would probably re-open in 
the fall after reconstruction. 





Jack Pearl’s $3,500 





Jack Pearl plays the Capitol, New 
York, Sept. 1 on top of another 
money show at the Loew-Metro 
| Broadway picture house, 

Pearl's salarv is $3,500. Al Mel- 
jnick arranged the booking. 


a 


ee eee 

















| 
§ 
4 
4 





VARIETY 


Tuesday, August 16, 




















BETTE DAVIS 
appears in “Cabin in the Cotton” 
“T use Lux Toilet Soap every day and 
that keeps my skin smooth and soft 
as can be.” 


oy 


ANN DVORAK ~~... 


to co-star in“ Three on a Match” 


“I am devoted to Lux Toilet 
Soap because it keeps my skin in 
the very best condition — satin- 
smooth.” 


LORETTA YOUNG 

to star in “Life Begins” 
“J’vye found the way to keep my 
skin always at its best. I use Lux 
Toilet Soap regularly.” 


BARBApA STAN 

star of “ Purcha 
“Lux Toil} S0aP 8 SU 
soap and such w 
one’s skin 





KAY FRANCIS—co-star of “One Way Passage” 


“I’m certainly enthusiastic about the way Lux Toilet 
Soap keeps the skin always soft and smooth.” 
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Lovely Warner Bros. and First National 











JOAN : : 
BLONDELL stars advise “Guard Complexion Beauty” 


*~ to star in “Central Park” 
“For the very smooth skin 


ind Lux “Tolle: nang Ivs IMPORTANT to keep skin smooth, ’’ say these fascinat- 
ing stars. “We use Lux Toilet Soap!” 

This fragrant, gentle white soap is so kind to the skin, 
Hollywood’s famous beauties find. It keeps skin smooth, 
clear, fawless, as a star’s skin must be if she is to hold the 
adoration she has won. 


The Hollywood stars are so radiantly youthful! 


‘“‘No woman need lose the charm of youth,” they declare. 
“But you must guard complexion beauty.” 
At home, in their own luxurious bathrooms, and in their 


studio dressing rooms, too, they use Lux Toilet Soap to keep 
their complexions always lovely, always youthfully aglow. 


wonderful.” 





9 out of 10 Screen Stars use it 


Of the 694 important Hollywood actresses, including all 
stars, actually 686 use Lux Toilet Soap! It is the official 
soap in all the big studios. 


On Broadway, too, this luxurious soap is the favorite 
complexion care. “It does wonders for the skin!”’ Broadway 
stars declare. For their convenience it is found in the 
dressing rooms of legitimate theatres everywhere. 


BEBE DANIELS Surely you will want to try this simple care that guards 
to co-star in“ The Silver Dollar” the world’s most exquisite complexions. 


Toilet Soap 


keeping the skin smooth and 
lovely.” 











, "26 VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 


Tuesday, August 16, 1932 





——— 











—————— ee 


LIMITING RKO 
AGENTS 705%, 
ON NBC 


—_——_—~_—— 


the 
an 


Calling the terms one-sided, 
RKO agents burning at 
agreement made in their behalf by 


are 


the agents’ association with NBC 
on booking relations between the 
RKO act reps and the network's 
artist bureau. Particularly unfair, 
they contend, is paragraph six of 


the following set of rules which 
were drawn up last week and rati- 
fied without knowledge of the agents 
in general: 
1. All RKO artist’s represen- 
tatives shall file a list of artists 


represented by them on the first 
of each month with Chester 
Stratton. 

2. RKO artist’s representatives 
when accepting an authorization 
for RKO bookings from an act 





shall also include in said au- 
thorization authority to submit 
to NBC, 

3. In cases of dispute be- 
tween agents, the agents’ board 
of arbitration will settle their 


own differences and advise NBC 
of such decisions. Agents will 
receive full protection on all 
acts where authority to repre- 
sent has been submitted to NBC. 

4. The NBC has consented to 
make available through Chester 
Stratton auditions for any acts 
considered suitable for radio 
and all such applications shall 
be made to Stratton. 

5. It is further agreed and 
understood that all RKO repre- 
sentatives first submit their ma- 
terial to the NBC before offer- 
ing said acts to any other or- 


(Continued on page 27) 











Authorized RKO Artists’ Representatives 


and Officially Franchised 


Agents and 


Associates 





SAMUEL BAERWITZ 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Tel. Bryant 9-4614-5 


CHARLES MORRISON 


Suite 1014 Bond Bldg. 
1560 Broadway, New York 
LARRY PUCK, Associate 








HENRY BELLIT 


in and Have a Talk’ 
BR. 9-5134 


‘Come 
Suite 406, 1560 S'way, New York 


PHIL MORRIS 


Artists’ Representative 


1564 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 








M. S. BENTHAM 
and JACK WEINER 


Palace Theaire Building, New York 
HARRY LANG, FRANK MUFSON 
PAUL DURAND, DENNIS DuFOR 


BLONDELL & MACK 


1560 Broadway 
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ROGER E. MURREL 


Associate: HARRY SEAMON 
Studio 3, The Playhouse 
137 West 48th St., New York 
BRyant 9-8944 











HARRY NORWOOD 


Suite 403, Palace Theatre Bldg. 








NEW YORK BRyant 9-3619 
GEORGE CHOOS O. | OZ 


HARRY KALCHEIM 
1619 Broadway 
NEW YORK 


Artists’ Representative 


Suite 703, Palace Theatre Bidg. 
NEW YORK CIT 











JACK CHAS. H. 
CURTIS & ALLEN 
1564 Broadway, New York 
BRyant 9-3648 
‘ BERNARD BURKE, Gen. Mer. 
Asst. MILES INGALLS, JOHN HICKEY 


JAMES E. PLUNKETT © 


SAM TISHMAN 
MAX TISHMAN, General Manager 
THOMAS CURRAN, Associxnte 
1564 B’way, New York. Phone Lr. 9-6571 








_ GUS EDWARDS 


PRODUCER 
(Star Maker) 
Suite 140-42 
ASTOR HOTEL, NEW YORK 





RICHARDS & LENETSKA 


Suite 1511 
1560 Broadway, New York 








HARRY FITZGERALD 


Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
Associate, DANNY COLLINS 





Cable: Haromm 





~ HARRY A. ROMM | 


LEONARD ROMM 


Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
BRyant 9-8534-5 








LEO FITZGERALD 


and 
WILLIAM McCAFFREY 
Enfranchised RKO Agents 
Hanover Bank Bldg., LA 4-9710—9756 








‘Partnership 


MAURICE H. ROSE 
and HUGO MORRIS 


Palace Theatre Bldg., 1564 B’way, N. Y. 
BRyant 9-9157 
PADDY SCHWARTZ, WM. O’DAY, Asso. 





Marty FORKINS 
and 
Chas. BIERBAUER 


1564 Broadway, New York 
Suite 1003-4... BRyant 9-0766-7 








LEE P. STEWART 
and EDWARD RILEY 
Vaudeville—Radio—Pictures 
904 Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
BRyant 9-0551 





JACK HART 


BILLY JACKSON 


BRyant 9-1753 1560 Broadway, New York 


JOE SULLIVAN — 


1560 Broadway, Suite 906 
WAYNE CRISTY 
LEW EDELMAN—GEORGE POLI 








JENIE JACOBS 


1674 Broadway 
NEW YORK 








PHIL TYRRELL 


Associate: PAUL DEMPSEY 
1560 Broadway, New York 
Suite 406 BRyant 9-8589-5134 





~ EDWARD S. KELLER 


Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 


CHARLES S. WILSHIN 


Affiliated Member, 
Bert Wishnew, Associate 
Tel. BRyant 9-4648 








Harry Weber-Simon Agency 


Suite 502 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 





- MILTON LEWIS | 


Associated With 


MAX GORDON 


and Equitable Bldg., Hollywood, Calif. 


GEO. O. JOHN A. 
Associate, WILLIAM C. WEEDEN 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 











} C.B. MADDOCK 
NICK AGNETA 


337 WEST 48TH STREET New 
“The Playhouse”’ BRyant 9-4531! 
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York 


JACK WEINER 


Announces a Vaudeville Partnership 


with M. S. BENTHAM 


Palace Theatre Bidg., NEW YORK 


GUINAN’S GRILL DATES 





Tex Guinan goes into the Par- 
New York, Oct. 5 with 
a floor show after completing four 
vaudeville weeks for RKO, She got 
back from Montreal last week after 
six weeks on the floor there at the 
Frolics. 

Miss Guinan’s opening week, at 


amount Grill, 





$4,000, for RKO is Aug. 26 in Bos- 
ton. Keogh & Fine booked the 
dates. 





Saranac Lake 


By HAPPY BENWAY 





Mr. and Mrs. William Morris en- 
tertained over 100 New York kiddies 
at their Camp Intermission. Kids 
snapped up a mess of ozone and 
plenty of eats. They were up here 
on a two weeks’ vacash. 

Ben Shaffer went another cut like 
a veteran. Drs. Wilson and Wood- 
ruff did the sawing. 


Martha Growald gets the goody 
goody report and goes home an all 
arrested case on the cure thing. One 
year of the Dr. Mayer’s ogling did 
the trick, 

Dr. Herbert Lewy of Tampa, Fla., 
well known in amateur theatricals, 
is a newcomer at 45 Franklin ave- 
nue. Doc was a co-worker with Joe 
Worth as a minstrel producer. In- 
cipient case that needs Adirondack 
ozone and exercising soon. 

Joe Lang, Clancy cottage, got the 
go-home okay and left for Detroit 
with a mess of good health after 
eight months here. Joe was a Jew- 
ish Guild patient. 

Fred (‘Bones’) Bachman out of 
lodge on a two weeks’ downtown 
vacash, trying to gain weight and 
break the monotony of the san rou- 
tine. Successful to the extent of 
three new pounds of fat in a week. 
Tommy Vicks back to bed with 
an off-color chowing, one of those 
everybody has to contend with here 
and not serious. 

Danny Murphy now big-streeting 
it with the Mrs. and family, will 
be away from the lodge for a month 
and is expecting a new set of molars 
that will be set into his vacant 
chewing field. 

Bessie Browning vacashing and 
farming it here for the summer. 
Between fishing periods she does a 
little club entertaining work. 

Just before Fred Rith was ope- 
rated on he looked up at Dr. Wood- 
ruff and said, ‘Bon voyage, Doc, old 
pal.’ The cutting was a big success. 
George Harmon returned to the 
lodge after a two weeks’ vacash 
with the wife. George picked up 
weight and pep while away. 

Joe Williams, manager of the 
Faun Club and The Barn, is now 
featuring Marion Hardy and his 
Alabamians, consisting of Craig 
Watson, Warner Seals, Ralph An- 
derson, Robt. Lessey, John Swan, 
Don Christian, Clyde Beinhart, 
James Drayton and Tiny Brad- 
shaw. They will N. V. A. it at the 
lodge for a Sunday concert. 

Travers’ Carnival here for week 
extended a 100% oakley invite to 
all showfolk patients here. The key 
was given to all actor-curers and 
they were told to make themselves 
at home. Good time had by all. 

Toscha Seidel, violinist, gave an 
hour’s recital at the lodge. He was 
accompanied by Clarence Adler, 
pianist. Over 200 invited guests at- 
tended. The Seidel party was served 
hot victuals at the Dr. Edgar Mayer 
camp. 

Report from the U. 8S. Vet. Hos- 
pital, Tupper Lake, N. Y.: H. L. 
Pech (Teddy Lorraine) doing not 
so good, bedding it to high temper- 
ature and what have you....Jack 
T. Altree, former Publix theatre 
manager, great on the comeback 
thing....Francis Dugan, who held 
concessions in the carnival field, 
getting a mess of that Tupper Lake 
ozone to good results....Jack 
Kroos, formerly with the Travers 
Chautauqua shows, doing well with 
short exercise....Jack Brocksmith, 
who did the piano thing with Evelyn 
Nesbit, Bert Lown, Rudy Vallee and 
the NBC artist bureau, holding his 
own with the fresh air routine.... 
If you know any of these boys shoot 
them a good-cheer letter. 

Leonard Cowley is a newcomer at 
the Spion Kop lodge. He will be re- 
membered with one of the John 
Cort companies and also of the 
Three Jacks in vodeville. Not much | 
| trouble, incipiert case that will hit | 





AFTER 4 WKS. FOR RKO 





the high spots after a few months 
in these Adirondacks. 
N. V. A. Sanatorium 


Thomas Abbott, Dan _ Astella, 
Fred Bachman, Stella Barrett, 
Happy Benway, Charles Bloom- 
field, Fred i3uck, William Canton, 
Alice Carman, Ethel Clouds, Edith 
Cohen, Leonard Cowley, Mae De- 
lany, John Dempsey, Frisco De- 


Vere, Harry English, Jack Flaum, 
Olga Gaier, Chris Hagedorn, Dor- 
othy Harvard, George Harmon, Ida 
Howard, Millie Jasper, Elsie John- 
son, Jeanne LaFaun, Vernon Law- 
rence, Lilly Leonora, Charles Libe- 
cap, John Louden, Joe McGreevey, 
Mike McMamee, Lawrence McCar- 
thy, Thelma Meeker, Phyliss Mil- 
ford, Alma Montague, Richard 
Moore, Danny Murphy, Harry Nam- 
ba, George Neville, Loran Newell, 
Helen O'Reilly, Gladys Palmer, An- 
gela Papulis, Joseph Parker, Betty 


Sisto, Annemae Powers, Nellie 
Quealy, Ford Raymond, Fred Rith, 
Ben Shaffer, Toni Temple, Tommy 
Vicks, Catherine Vogelle, Eddie 
Voss, James Williams, Xela Ed- 
wards, Dorothy Wilson, Lillian 
Zeigler. 


Harry Barrett, 302 Broadway. 
Charles Barrett, 302 Broadway. 
Charley Bordley, Hotel St. Regis. 
James Chambers, Raybrook, N. Y. 


Marione Greene, 58 Riverside 
drive. 
Margaret Groves, 16 Marshall 
street. 


Dave (D. D. H.) Hall, 76% Bloom- 


ingdale avenue. 


Russ Kelly, 19 Broadway. 
Marilyn Moran, Raybrook, N. Y. 
Andrew Molony, 26 Front street. 
Rita Nolan, Raybrook, N. Y. 

Joe Reilly, 45 Franklin street. 
Louise Reingold, Trudeau, N. Y. 
Jack Nicolls, Adirondack Hotel. 
Freddy Stockman, Raybrook, N. Y. 
Teddy Lorraine, Sunmount, N. Y. 
Jack Altree, Sunmount, N. Y. 
Jack Kroos, Sunmount, N. Y. 
Jack Brocksmith, Sunmount, N. Y. 


Frincis Dugan, Sunmount, N. Y. 
Left during July: Fifi Climas, 
Martha Growald, Joe Lang, Dolph 


Singer. Newcomers during July: 
Olga Gaier, Joe McGreevey. 





Fischer-Chase Team 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 
Shiftings at local stations include 
the signing by NBC of Edna 
Fischer and Newell Chase as a 
piano team. Leaving KFRC, Miss 
Fischer goes network Aug. 21 with 


a quarter hour on KGO and then 


teams up with Chase for two quar- 
ter hours weekly, one on KPO, 
other KGO. 

Martin Provensen, former an- 
nouncer in NBC’s New York head- 
quarters, has been added to local 
m.c’ing staff. 
Ira Blue 
KTAB, doubling between 
and bridge lessons, 


is new announcer at 
sports 


Ringling Widows 





(Continued from page 1) 
close alliance between the two wo. 
men. Robert, Jr., however, lives in 
Evanston, Ill., and is not expected to 
troupe with the show unless abso- 
lutely necessary. His interests are 
musical and not circusy. While the 
big tent is pitched so near his home 
he’s been on the lot quite a goog 
deal, however. 


The Ringling family, always retj. 


cent, seldom confides in its em. 
ployees. Consequently few people 
on the lot know who is boss ang 
who isn’t. 

Mrs. Charles Ringling traveled 
with the show for 35 years, off 
and on, While her husband was 
alive. She holds 30% of the Ring- 


ling stock and Mrs. Robert Ringling, 
Sr., aiso controls 30%, giving them 
a majority in management affairs. 
John Ringling has 30% and 10% is 
outstanding with a New York group, 
it is understood. 

The other Ringling circuses are 
separate entities under the Ameri- 
can Circus Corp., the holding com- 
pany organized by Mugivan, Bal- 
lard and Bowers prior to Ringling 
purchase. These lesser shows have 
been doing fairly, from report— 
about breaking even. The big Ring- 
ling outfit meanwhile has had a 
good season, considering conditions 
this summer. 

Big show opened slowly for its 
Chicago engagement, but that’s the 
general rule. Capacity for the last 
several days is usual, the public, for 
some reason, stalling until near the 
deadline. 

John Ringling rejoined the circus 
yesterday (Sunday), after an ab- 
sence in the east where he was 
ill. He is supposed to assume di- 
rection of the show but whether 
Mrs. Charles Ringling will relin- 
quish her supervision is not known, 
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“A BREATH OF 


Singers and Dancer; 





ry LOUIE'S CHINESE REVUE : 8 


of American and Oriental Design 
JUST FINISHED RKO CIRCUIT—A FEATURE 

Week Aug. 11, Warners Downtown, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Week Aug. 18, State, 


THE ORIENT” 


Long Beach, Calif. 
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Girl Flash Acts 
Fill Exhib Need 
For ‘Lots o Show 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Those picture operators in the 
gticks who show a disposition to be 
stage-minded this fall apparently 
are thinking in terms of girl acts 
rather than regulation vaudeville. 
At least many of them are. 

What they like and want is flash, 
gpeenery, numbers. Quantity seem- 
ingly outweighs quality in their 
corsideration that ‘lots of show,’ in 
keeping with the bargain instincts 
rampant during a depression, ex- 
plains the attitude. 

Latest booking is a Medadow 
troupe of 18 girl dancers booked as 
special attractions in Butterfield 
houses through Michigan. 

Dorothy Byton has a girl act 
working the opposite end of Michi- 
gan for Burt-Diamond, while Tom- 
my Sacco is sending through girl 
revues for a string of small town 
Fox houses in Wisconsin. 

Girl troupes travel in automo- 
biles exclusively and reduce the cost 
of living and transportation to 
within the figure exhibs will pay by 
buving, cooking and sleeping whole- 
sale. 


F&M Recovers $2,552 by 
Default in Tax Overpay 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Fanchon & Marco won _= suit 
against Charles G. Johnson, Califor- 
nia state treasurer, for recovery of 
$2.552 paid by mistake as taxes, 
when no representative of the state 
appeared in court to contest action. 

Sum was in payment of $59,811 
net income in 1930, that was earned 
cut of the state, but figured in as 
revenue accruing in California. 


PARVIN HAS LADY LEITZA 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Lee Parvin, legit p. a., now pilot- 
Ing Lady Leitza TausVe, former 
radio numerologist. 
Number specialist is playing Fan- 
chon & Marco vaude locally. 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
(Week Aug. 12) Palace, Chicago 


THE GENIAL ROTUND 


LARRY 
R I CH 


with 
CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
OMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of Comody” 
AL HODGES 
“Oklahoma’s Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kane 
JOE BELL 
“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Rlondell & Mack) 











RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 
(Week Aug. 13) Palace, New York 





The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 
MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 
JELI SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 


Chorus of Eighteen 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 








‘SCHOOL DAYS’ AND 
MINSTREL AS F-M TABS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Two money makers of oldtim« 
legit will be revived by Fanchon & 
Marco as tabs for unit tours. First 
of these, Gus Edwards’ ‘Schoo! 
Days,’ staged in New York, opens 
at the Paramount, New Haven 
Aug. 26. 

Coast production will be ‘Georgia 
Minstrels,’ headed by Arthur Hoch- 
wald, who, with Jim Rusco, operated 





the burnt cork organization for 
many years. Company of 40 will be 
carried. 


3 per cent. At NBC 


(Continued from page 26) 








ganization for broadcasting pur- 

poses. 

6. Wherever the NBC and 
RKO agents do business to- 
gether the- RKO agents are to 
receive a commission of 5% ex- 
cepting in such cases where the 
NBC receives less than 10%, 
then and in that event the RKO 
representative will split what- 
ever commission the NBC re- 
ceives less than 10%. 

7. The above commissions to 
RKO agents shall be paid them 
by the NBC regardless of what- 
ever salary the artist may re- 
ceive at any time, including 
graduating salaries on acts, 
whether said act be under guar- 
anteed contract to NBC or 
booked by them. 

8. RKO representatives will 
see Stratton on any matters 
pertaining to NBC. 

That the RKO agents are limited 
to 5% commission on vaudeville 
boekings, with loss of franchise the 
penalty for taking more than that, 
while NBC is permitted to take 
whatever it can get, although oper- 
ating under the same type fran- 
chise, has been a bone of conten- 
tion all along. By the rules, the 
RKO agents are limited to 5% on 
radio bookings with NBC also, with 
this to be a split with the network’ 
own agency. The clause implies 
that NBC's commission rate is 10% 
or less, but this is not true. Radio 
artists have paid as high as 15% 
and 20% to the network for air en- 
gagements, and 10% for vaudeville 
dates. 

If an act is sold to NBC by an 
RKO agent for the air, the RKO 
agent can’t collect more than 5%. 
In contrast, NBC does not attempt 
to limit the commission taken from 
ether acts’ salaries by independent 
agents. Indie agents take as much 
as 25%, which gives them a 20% 
edge over the RKO franchise hold- 
ers on radio placements. 

The agents-artist bureau agree- 
ment was suggested for the purpose 
of straightening out the tangled 
matters and numerous representa- 
tion tiffs between the two. The 
RKO agents were represented at the 


Blondell and Harry Romm. NBC's 
reps were George Engles, William 
Murray, Chester Stratton and 
Ernest J. Cutting. 





REX WEBER’S SHOW SPOT 


Rex Weber, who split with Joe 
Wilton recently after many years of 
vaudeville partnership, goes into J. 
P. McEvoy’s ‘Americana’ musical as 
a single. 

It’s the first show for Weber. 
ving Sherman placed him. 


Ir- 


VAUDE 


meeting by Maurice H. Rose, Arthur ; 


BURLESQUE 


VARIETY 29 


———D 











MINSKYS DROP SUIT 


Painting Slander of Burlesque 
Name Uncontested 

That alleged Sidney Ross insult 
‘Oo the Minskys has to stand un- 
‘ontested and unanswered. Estate 
of Billy Minsky has instructed the 
late producer’s lawyer, Louis Ran- 
dell, to drop the suit for $50,000 
damages brought against Ross, who 
has an art gallery. 

Ross some time ago displayed in 
front of his studio in East 55th 
street, New York, a painting of 
three homely, ungainly and fat 
girls which he captioned ‘Burlesque 
a la Minsky.’ 

Minsky took it as a personal re- 
flection and went through the pro- 
cedure of having Ross served with 
a complaint, in which the producer 
claimed he had been libelled to the 
extent of $50,000. 


RKO DROPPING VAUDE, 
F-WC ENLARGING SHOWS 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 

With vaude out at the local 
Golden Gate and Orpheum, Oak- 
land (11), Fox West Coast is set to 
cash in on any stage following by 
bolstering its shows in the Bay dis- 
trict. 

Currently, the deluxe Fox has 
Lilyan Tashman and Ken Murray 
added to the regular show and Walt 
Roesner concert, while Warfield has 
Chick Sale in for the week as biz 
stimulator. 

Augmented stage attractions will 
be continued for several weeks. 





Oil 














KATZ BOWS OUT 


George Katz will not be in on the 
New Gotham, Harlem stock bur- 
lesque, when it reopens Aug. 27. 
Financial reverses forced him to tie 
up the purse strings. 

House will be operated by Sol 
Friedman, who was interested with 
Katz in the operation of the New 
Gotham last season. Charles Burns, 
formerly at the Irving Place, may 
manage. 





DAILEY BOOKING G. G. 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 

Ken Dailey has transferred to 
Frisco from the Los Angeles RKO 
booking office. 

He’s booking RKO’s only Coast 
house currently playing stage shows, 
the Golden Gate. Horace Heidt’s 
band is on a run there, using acts 
to augument the show. 





FRISCO’S VAUDFILM LIGHT 
Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Bert Levy is back from ’Frisco 
where he installed the initial vaude 
show at the Capitol, which reopened 
last week. Policy will be combo of 
six acts and second run pictures. 
Biz for the first week reported 
not so forte. 


RESORT’S COLORED UNIT 
Long Branch, N. J., Aug. 15. 
An all-colored show goes into the 
Asbury Park Paramount Aug. 13, 
with Adelaide Hall headlining. 
Unit untitled contains six other 
acts, including Edie Deas and band. 








Mrs. Weston’s New Partner 
San Francisco, Aug. 15. 
Ella Herbert Weston has teamed 
with Rollie Cate in a vaude and club 
booking office. 
Mrs. Weston recently split with 





Eddie Bentley. 


F. & M’s Desert Song’ Tab Can Gross 


$400,000: 71 Weeks 


WAXING STAGE UNITS — 
TO AIR PLUG F&M TABS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Fox West Coast 
for radio transcriptions: of stage 
units for exploitation. Master 
records already made of F&M ‘Irene’ 
tab, to be used locally by half a 
dozen air stations, and then sent 
out for advance and current plugs. 
Stage show at the Carthay Circle 
was aired via KFAC for two days 
last week, at same time transcrip- 
tions being made for air use dur- 
ing ‘Back Street’ run. 
Smaller radio stations are using 
transcriptions as sustaining feature 
to build weak spots programs. 





+ 


is going heavy 





Some More Midwest 
Indie Vaude from Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 


Straggling vanguard of the new 
and fervently prayed for vaudeville 
season in the midwest has the Wil- 
liam Morris office booking the Cecil, 
Mason City, Iowa, and the Orpheum, 
Green Bay, Wis. Both are three- 
dayers, resuming Labor Day after a 
summer layoff. Garfield and Tower, 
Midwesco houses in Milwaukee, will 
be booked also, one day each by 
Morris office. 

Dick Bergan, booker for Great 
States, started Saturday (13) booked 
four acts for Saturday-Sunday at 
the Paramount, Hammond, Ind. 








SCHENEC. BACK 
Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 15. 
Hudson, dark since last fall when 
Jack Conway, Montreal producer, 
folded his stock company, may 
play burlesque this season. Jake 


Set: May Reach 85 


Fanchon & Marco's ‘Desert Song’ 
is proving that company’s top unit 
for income and may reach the 
record figure of $400,000 for F. & M, 
Tab is being sold for $4,500. 

‘Desert Song’ is the musical 
turned down by Loew’s in favor of 
Ziegfeld’s ‘Rio Rita.” The F. & M. 
tab already has 71 weeks spoken 
for. It may reach 85 weeks. 

Loew’s ‘Rio Rita’ is expected te 
finish to 25 weeks’ playing time 
$4,500 Straight 
The $4,500 charge for ‘Desert 
Song’ goes for all houses played in- 
cluding the New York Paramount 
although accustomed to lay out at 
least twice as much and more for 

its own shows. 
Publix is asking for 30 weeks of 
‘Desert Song.’ Fox-West Coast and 
RKO have asked for 15 weeks each; 
Warners, 5; Poli-Arthur chain, 6. 
Indie dates haven't been made 
known. 
The tab cost F. & M. about $30,000 
t produce all around. What the 
unit’s road ‘costs are isn’t figured. 
F. & M. now is preparing for fur- 
ther musical tabs and has around 
three already on the road or about 
to be, including ‘Irene,’ ‘Follow Thrw’ 
and ‘Wh-opee.’ Latter is being di- 
rected by Eddie Cantor. 
F. & M.’s success with the musical 
tabs may shove the tab produc- 
tion idea forward again among the 
circuits, unless they have been dis- 
concerted by their previous expen- 
sive and dazzling fizzles 

F. & M.’s own nearest unit com- 
petitor to ‘Desert Song’ is the Ted 
Lewis unit, now in its 17th week 
and having 34 weeks already spoken 
for. This ont is looked to reach 50 


reach for $300,000 in total gross. 
It is being retailed to theatres at 


$6,250. 
‘Desert Song’ is in its 18th week. 




















Potter, Sr., Jake Potter, Jr., and 
Harry Mersky of New York are 
understood to have closed with A. 
Vedder Magee, owner, for oc- 
cupancy. 

Mersky was here two years ago 
when theatre had burlesque under 
Sam Ryder’s management. 


"RYAN and NOBLETTE 


Warns Everybody Not to Miss 
DE VITTO and DENNY 
and DOT STEVENS 


Adv. in This Department Every Week 
0. K. Show Business 





























ADA 
BROWN 


RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
IN LESS THAN THREE MONTHS 


RKO PALACE, 


(Week August 13) 


With Bill Robinson’s Revue 
“HOT FROM HARLEM” 


Direction—MARTY FORKINS 





NEW YORK 














Staged by LEROY PRINZ 


SETTING OUR OWN OLYMPIC RECORD FOR LAUGHS 


rancHon and Marco's HOLLYWOOD COMEDIANS 


BEN TURPIN—WALTER HIERS—‘‘SNUB’’ POLLARD 
DOROTHEA ano HELENE BLOSSOM—EL GARY 


THE LITTLE BLONDE COMEDIENNES 
OPENED A COAST TO COAST HILARITY FLIGHT LOEW’S STATE, LOS ANGELES, AUG. 5th 


Week AUG. 18th, PANTAGES, HOLLYWOOD 


SLAPSTICK REVUE 


GOLDEN VOICED TENOR 


BILL RILEY, CO. MGR. 











And DOT STEVENS 


Wants Everybody to Watch 
RYAN and NOBLETTE’S Adv. Every 
Week in This Department for @ 
Big Surprise 
0. K. Show Business 





DeVITTO ano DENNY} 











OUTSTANDING 





AT PRESENT THE 
ATTRACTION 


THE TALK OF 


MME. OLLYMPIAS PRIZE WINNERS 


INCOMPARABLE RUSSIAN WOLFHOUNDS 


SID GRAUMAN’S PROLOGUE 


HOLLYWOOD 


AND SOUTH AMERICAN GREYHOUNI 


GRAUMAN’S CHINESE THEATRE, HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


THE 
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FUNNYBONERS (3) 

Songs and Comedy 

715 Mins.; Three 

Hippodrome, Baltimore 

Trio is now working without 
Howard Burbig, but it’s a good act. 
Backed nicely by CBS commercial 
and sustaining program, these boys 
will have no trouble in snagging the 
headline spot for themselves on a 
regulation bill. 

They're working through mikes, 
which seems to be a ‘must’ for air 
acts, though this turn could get 
along without the loudspeaker for 
the great portion of the running. 
Really needed only for some of the 
low-tone crooning. 

These three have a nice tonsil for 
slight comedy tunes, their pleasant 
voices making the most of thin 
comedy song material. They're best 
on the straight warbling on the 
type of ‘Ding Dong Daddy.’. On the 
songs one of the trio serves as the 
accompanist on the piano, but un- 
obtrusively. 

They toss in a few imitations— 
Crosby, the Boswell three, and the 
Mills four. Latter two impressions 
are the build-up punch, and out- 
standing. 

Comedy talk weaves in and out 
suitably. In the turn’s regular 
‘Jokes My Mother Told Me,’ they’re 
using that gag about painting men 
and women—on doors. It’s a gag 
that: doesn’t fit in with the radio at- 
mosphere, though they’re’ right 
about it being am ‘old’ joke, since 
Jack McLallen and Sarah have been 
using it for some time as their sock 
bit. - 

This audience liked the act much, 
particularly going for the heated 
vocalizing. And therefore heavier 
doses of that treatment would seem 
to be in order. 





ARTHUR and FLORENCE LAKE 
Comedy 


peti2 Mins.; One 


alace, Chicago 

Arthur Lake in pictures, silent 
and talking, for many years has 
specialized as goof juvenile of the 
‘Harold Teen’ classification. His 
salary in Hollywood ‘hasbeen in 
four figures. His sister is less 
known, although of some screen ex- 
perience in comedy shorts. 


Their act is a hodge-podge, but 
surprisingly smooth considering its 
nondescript character and the new- 
ness of the turn which broke in at 
Rochester, New York, and is headed 
for Manhattan. Present vaudeville 
fiyer will be short lived, as the pair 
are due back in Hollywood for a 
picture. Later they will probably 
pick up some RKO. bookings. 


Couple of minutes of comedy 
footage is used in advance showing 
Lake saying good-bye to Hollywood, 
notably Buddy Rogers. Newspaper 
headline tells. of Hollywood's big 
celebration at his going, Then 
newsreel clips of parades, soldiers, 
acronautical maneuvers,’ All good 
for giggles. 

Lake works with the orchestra in 
some light nonsense, discovers sis- 
ter Florence, a chatterbox, in the 
audience. Enough laughs are strewn 
along the way to suffice, and the in- 
gratiating manner of the pair; both 
young, wins friendly okay. 

As a turn framed ‘for Hollywood- 
ites it is well ahead of most of the 
vehicles to which the screen folks 
entrust their variety fortunes. In 
other words, they get a bouncing 
surface for their personalities. 


Florence is a good-looking blonde 
miss, and Arthur is a clean-cut 
American lad who sticks pretty 
close ito his standard characteriza- 
tion of an eager, slightly perplexed 
senior adolescent. Land, 





FRANCES LANGFORD (3) 
Singer 

15 Mins.; Two 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Frances Langford is from radio. 
She’s appearing regularly on WABC, 
Columbia’s New York key station, 
and WOR. She's called a Rudy 
Vallee discovery and is currently 
undergoing a _ builder-up process. 
And she’s all to the good, as far as 
vaudeville is concerned. 


Miss Langford on the air gives 
the feeling of being on occasion a 
bit too saccharine. For her vaude 
_2ppearance, on the other hand, she’s 
chosen a series of songs (five), all 


ot which call for stressing of the 
nasal tones. It shows she can 
switch, but doesn’t. Needed is a 


more variegated assortment of num- 
bers. And lest this be termed quib- 
bling, be it pointed out immediately 


that today she’s presenting a good 
turn, Whereas with a bit of thought 
she could be a very good turn. 

Two pianists, in the usual man- 
ner, billed as Major and Tiny. Miss 
Langford sticks to the mike 


throughout. Trick, though, is that 
she’s one case where the stage work 
will help build her radio appeal, 
rather than the other way around. 
She's. a pretty girl, too, which 
helps further, Kauf. 


ANN PENNINGTON, 

CHAS. JUDELS & CO. 
Skech 
12 Mins. in One 
Metropolitan, Brooklyn 

This is a new act only in the 
sense that Miss Pennington now 
heads the billing instead of Judels, 
who was doing it with an unpro- 
grammed cast back in 1928. Then 
it drew approving notices, but times 
have changed and as entertainment 
it rates low except for Miss Pen- 
nington’s dance at the close. She 
holds the honors. 

It’s the sketch in which the wife 
poses as the maid when her hus- 
band entertains a business guest 
and gets an earful about her hus- 
band’s amours, Scarcely drew a 
giggle, and poorly played. 

Not well staged here, a table, two 
chairs and a hatrack against the 
house plush drop in one consti- 
tuting the set. 











JAMES KIRKWOOD (1) 

Talk 

17 Mins.; Full and ‘One’ 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Nothing but this legit film player's 
engaging personality saves a stencil 
turn from utter dullness. Kirkwood 
typifies class, and it is the fact that 
he moves in a sort of aura of taste 
and elegance that puts him apart 
from the host of Holiywood drop- 
pers-in. 


The offering is another of those 
thrown-together things, the same 
idea prevailing that merely to have 
the star make a few casual refer- 
ences to the picture studio gives 
him or her enough glamor for the 
peasantry. : 

Opens with a brief introductory 
speech, paving the way for the en- 
trance of a _ hot-cha-looking girl 
who goes into the dumb-dora auto- 
graph-begging routine. Cross-fire 
is pointless'in the extreme, without 
shape, pattern or point, but spoken 
with this actor's fine vibrant speak- 
ing voice has the merit of grace at 
least. ; 

| Kirkwood is off and the girl sings 
& pop number agreebly enough 
and does a sightly bit of control 
dancing. Qn her exit Kirkwood is 
back to do a long recitation, dealing 
with the doleful plight of an old 
extra, broke and starving, who tries 
to make good in a chance-given 
acting job. 

This. neighborhood audience took 
the picture player to its heart, his 
screen background being sufficient 
for them. This is Kirkwood’s first 
stage appearance, according to the 
records, since 1927. It’s just another 
‘personal’, and it does seem that the 
Hollywood mob ought to take some 
pains to provide themselves with 
something by way of a vehicle 
Rush. 


CROEL and ALLAN (2) 
Singing, Comedy, Dancing 
12 Mins.; In One 

Grand O. H. 


Couple of youngsters who have 
something to sell, but are badly 
handicapped by the wrong material. 
Or, rather, the lack of the right ma- 
terial. Girl has the looks, the per- 
sonality, wrapped around a lot of it, 
an ingratiating little singing voice, 
and a flair for feeding the straight 
stuff that helps make the old hoke 
count. Her partner, looming up 
way over her in the vicinity of 
seven feet, and all of that stringy, 
shows a madwag talent for dishing 
it out, but most of the antics are 
too primary for adult appeal. 


Boy ‘rolls himself on the stage, 
seated at one of those midget 
pianos. Spectacle of his chasing 
the girl around with the piano while 
still retaining his perch is good for 
a laugh the first time, but dulls on 
the second and third try. Uses a 
flock of gadgets for comedy effect, 
with the crying miniature piano gag 
stacking up as the lead laugh-getter 
in his kit. Rope ladder gag, the girl 
cuimbing up to neck him, looks new, 
but the skirt scissoring idea smacks 
of the Doc Rockwell routine. 


Midway in the turn the girl un- 
loosens a tap shuffle and other 
terpsical intrusion comes at the fin- 
ish, the latter meaning nothing but 
a chance to get them off and uncork 
an additional laugh. Contrast of the 
tall and short of it does that. 


Odec, 
MERRELL BROS. and MAUDE 
Acrobatic 
8 Mins.; Full 
Orpheum, N. Y,. 
Nice opener for neighborhood 


Two men in tux and girl in 
are posed in novel 
hand-balance at opening. Girl off 
and men go to perch work, using 
high perch with mounter in single 
handstand for feature. 

One of the men does bit on slack 
wire. Girl is back for more three- 
way hand balances, including holds 
while walking up and down stairs. 
| Whole thing trimly arranged and 
linteresting throughout because of 
inovelty, Rush, 


bills. 
evening frock 





PALACE, N. Y. 


‘Congorilla’ (Fox), down here 
after a straight film Broadway first 
run at the Winter Garden, will have 
| to take the blame or the praise, one 
|way or the other, for the Palace 
| business this week. The support- 

ing vaudeville bill is just @ nice 
little layout that won’t bother any- 
body. 

With his first three acts, the 

booker took no chances. Standards 

foecupy each spot. With his com- 
|/bination next-to-shut and closing 
turn the booker took even less of a 
risk. Bill Robinson and a cut down 
version of last season’s Marty For- 
kins all-colored unit, with Ada 
Brown nominally in the fourth spot, 
but working right up to the finish, 
round out the bill. 

At the first show Saturday the 
Robinson turn went close to an 
hour, or about 20 minutes overtime. 
It seemed receptive to any amount 
of cutting that the house sees fit, 
and. probably is hitting a speedier 
pace by now. Robinson is himself 
and the whole show besides, shell- 
shocking 'em ‘with about 15 minutes 
of solid footwork. Miss Brown, a 
proficient songstress of the mammy 
type, who has been over the intact 
route as a single, contributed about 
five numbers all told. Although 
she's a girl who can stick as long as 
she cares to under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, in this case she might 
do well. to drop a number or two. It 
wouldn’t make much _ difference, 
since she’s on throughout the turn 
anyway. 

Putney Dandridge, pianist-scat 
singer; Jackie Young, dancer, and 
a 12-girl line are the regular sup- 
port. At the Palace a girl and boy, 
both white, augment the turn. Girl 
is introduced by Robinson as one of 
his pupils; but her dancing fails to 
bail her out of the army of medi- 
ocre tap dancers. Boy’s effort is a 
lightweight novelty, but excellent 
here because it fits. Following Rob- 
inson’s stair dance, a show-stopper 
always, the boy gives an impression 
of that dance by fingering a dead- 
string ukelele. 

Girls are newly costumed and 
stand out in a precision buck. This 
number, Miss Ward's vocal special- 
ty and Robinson’s hoofery out in 
‘one’ to Dandridge’s piano accom- 
paniment are the combination act’s 
highlights, 

Arthur Petley’s casting act, al- 
ways reliable, is the opener. Wal- 
ter Walters, now throwing his voice 
single, with the former femme ven- 
triloquial mate missing, and Cass, 
Mack and Owen, one of the origi- 
nals of the current flock of knock- 
about tumbling trios, are second and 
third, respectively. Miss Owen is a 
valuable addition to the former 
Castleton and Mack combination. 
Those agents, bookers and others 
of the RKO and Broadway mob 
who used to flock ‘to the opening 
Palace show are now notably ab- 
sent. Without them the first per- 
formance played to a lower floor 
half-filled with cash customers. 
Bige, 


STATE, N. Y. 


Ted Healey and his stooge con- 
vention is the big noise at the State 
this week... He starts at number 
three and is also five and seven, 
which makes it a pretty strong 
comedy ‘bill, though the 7 o’clock 
audience the opening day just didn’t 
seem to want to laugh. Healey col- 
lected about half of what he would 
ordinarily acquire and that was a 
concession. Also, it was a compli- 
ment. Probably most of the excess 
over the normal attendance was 
lured in by the picture, ‘The Blonde 
Captive’ (Col.) Those who found 
that the best pictures were in the 
still frame didn’t feel like laughing 
apparently. House appears to have 
ransacked the files for stills of 
South Sea and African bust pic- 
tures, with the Captive herself a 
poor last. But it gets them in for 
better than the usual crowd at this 
time of year. 

Karoli and Swanson start things 
with their clever perch. work, much 
of which is out of the ordinary, and 
they scarcely get a tumble. House 
was not only sitting on its hands, 
but there was chewing gum on the 
cushions, apparently. Boys make a 
nice flash, but it’s not much use. 

Four Queens, dancers, follow, and 
collect about half their usual ap- 
plause in the challenge portions. A 
warm ‘looded house gives them 
plenty, but they could have turned 
the air conditioner off here. It 
wasn’t needed with that crowd. 

Then Healy came on and chopped 
the ice. Got them warmed up and 
turned them over to Sammy Cohen. 
Cohen gets over with his panto- 
mimic stuff, but a little mugging 
goes a long ways, and there is 
rather too much of it here after he 
introduces Mrs. Cohen. In an ef- 
fort to build her up he gags too 
strenuously and oOvershoots. Still 
he was called back for a bow. With 
Healey already on for his second 
trick, latter pulled the applause for 
Cohen. More stooges, the trained 
bear and then time out for Les 

teis and Bobby Dunn who took a 
chance and quit after their third 
number, but got back to finish off 
the act, It was taking a real chance 











here, but they made the grade and 
scored strongest with the medley 
parody which closes. They beat the 
average in that they can sing 
straight or comedy with equal ef- 
fect. 

Healey back with just enough 
stalling in one to permit Ruby 
Zwerling and his band to get to the 
| stage for the finale, with the water 
throwing against an orchestral 
; background. Going along strong, 
|but the finish is anemic. When 
Healey thinks the crowd has had 
enough the stooges march on by ba- 
talions, there is an awkward pause, 
an exit and then Healey takes his 
bow and the travelers close in. 
Healey should take time out some 
day and figure a build-up climax. 
What he is using is rather less than 
nothing. 

The newsreel and a Laurel and 
Hardy comedy supplement the film 
feature, 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 
RKO’s 85-cent citadel will this 
‘week enjoy the support and push- 
ing of the Chicago banking frater- 
nity marshalled in advance by Ex- 


ploiter John Joseph, who did a 
very able job in: selling ‘American 
Madness.’ 
town got orders from his boss to 
engage customers in conservation 
and recommend the picture. Ad- 
ditionally there -vas no question 
that hundreds of the bankers them- 
selves will take 15 cents change on 
a greenback to satisfy their own 
curiosity. 


An amusing contrast between this 
week’s feature making a hero and 
a human being out of a banker, 
and last week’s show hinges on one 
of the anecdotes Floyd Gibbons 
told, He recounted how in China 
after paying his soldiers in Chinese 
dollars there would be a steady de- 
preciation of the par value. When- 
ever money sank 10% the Chinese 
generals would arrest a couple of 
bankers and execute them by fir- 
ing squad. Currency immediately 
jumped back to par. Last week’s 
audience applauded this story with 
malicious delight. Which proves 
that the bankers should get behind 
this picture in a big way. It’s valu- 
able for goodwill. 


Happily in addition to an ex- 
ploitable and timely feature, pro- 
vided by Colombia, there is an ex- 
cellent five-act cluster of triple A 
talent provided by RKO. So besides 
a good gross. foretold by a small 
holdout Saturday afternoon the Pal- 
ace ought to convert some of those 
who will possibly enter the house 
for the first time because of the 
picture. 


Representing the essence of mod- 
ernity in their effortless ease and 
smart dressing, the Three St. John 
Brothers, opening, established 
themselves as the final syllable in 
hand-balancing. Their lifts are 
novel, amazing and combustible. 
It is rather a relief to encounter 
genuine acrobats again now that 
most of the cult have nominated 
themselves comedians. That foot- 
on-face hokum is getting pretty 
stale. St. John boys pushed the 
show off with the force of a hy- 
draulic hammer. 

Neville Fleeson, intelligent au- 
thor-entertainer, gives part of his 
material into the keeping of three 
ultra young actresses. Intricate as 
an act, but as fresh as a bubbling 
spring Fleeson and the Fleesonettes 
manage to b* sophisticated, but not 
aloof from the hoi polloi. Act did 
excellently. 

Disarming any criticism by their 
lightness of manner, Arthur Lake, 
well known on the screen, and his 
sister, Florence, mixed a lot of 
personality with better-than-Holly- 
wood-average gags. Result was a 
click. The audience liked them and 
okayed them. Arthur clowns 
around with the orchestra, then 
sister pops up out of the audience. 

A deluxe package of engaging 
fun was Grace Hayes, abetted in 
the concluding moments by the ver- 
satile young inan she introduces to 
the audience as her son, Joseph. 
Around tke fact that Miss Hayes 
is one radio artist who needs no 
amplification when appearing in 
vaudeville a saucy bit of satire has 
been written. An animated, wink- 
ing face inside an NBC mike talks 
back to Miss Hayes, while the ly- 
rics keep up a fire of flippancy. Son 
Joseph is credited as author, which 
prompts the prediction that son 
Joseph will do all right. 


Meanwhile Miss Hayes, a comedi- 
enne in the regal manner, has a pip 
of an act from start to finish. She 
was suffering from mascara in the 
peeper all through her perform- 
ance, but that little distraction 
failed to halt her tempo. The audi- 
ence loved her. 


Answering the urge felt more in 
New York than in Chicago for a 
stage band each week at the Pal- 
ace, there is Larry Rich and his 
‘Enemies of the Blues.’ Rich is a 
showman, a builder of band acts, 
and invariably a pleaser of audi- 
ences, This time he has mixed 
some girl musicians in with red- 
jacketed males, mounted the outfit 
on a perambulatory terraced plat- 
form, and sells it with his custom- 
lary cunning, Land, 








Every bank teller inj, 


LONDON PAVILION 


London, Aug. 5. 


London Pavilion show this week 
|} seems more diversified and fuller of 
entertainment. There are severa} 
holdovers, a few newcomers and a 
couple of disappointments. 

sil and Bil, continentals, were due 
from Italy, but did not arrive, This 
caused confusion, with the manage. 
ment asking Ivan Bankoff and Beth 
Cannon (holdovers) to open for the 
first show, and Bankoff walking ang 
taking his wife with him. Leon 
togee, from last week, was called 
in to substitute. 

Opening was Fred Culpitt, talking 
magician, who talked himself into 
a reception, but is treading on dan- 
gerous ground, His idea of adopt- 
ing a superior attitude when the 
audience does not appreciate every 
one of his gags, fs likely to get him 
into trouble. 

Mr. Thomas, a Yorkshire come. 
dian, works a la Dick Henderson, 
even to cracking some of Hender- 
son's gags. Thomas has a funny 
personality, a good voice and if he 
would only get material would do 
well. 

Rose Perfect sings nicely and im- 
presses pleasingly. 

Coram and Jerry have been doing 
this act far too long, and a change 
would be an advantage. : 
Bobby ‘Uke’ Henshaw and Buddy’ 
Bradley’s Four Buds are holdovers, 

The second part, generally de- 
voied to the cabaret portion of the 
show, is given over to Dave Apol- 
lon and his bunch of entertainers, 
The Pavilion grabbed Dave and his 
crowd after he slayed them at the 
Palladium for a fortnight. Apollon’s 
reception was sensational, and it 
was a good move on the manage-' 
ment’s part to get him for a month, 
as a strong attraction was needed 
to counteract Leicester Square the- 
atre opening. Apollon was given 
plenty publicity and opened to ca- 
pacity. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 11. 

Variety and novelty make the 
current show g00d. vaudeville, 
Seven acts play like a real vaude 
bill, with several oldtimers in evi- 
dence on the stage. Nothing out- 
standing and some of the acts out- 
moded, but it’s vaude. 

Duke Art, clay modeler, opens. 
He is an oldster who. at one time 
was standard in the two-a-day, 
Does three faces and was well re- 
ceived. Stearns and Dean deuced, 
Pair are average eccentric dancers. 
Girl is a looker and impresses with 
her routines. Boy should stick to 
dancing and forget, the comedy. 
Minerva Ureka, character impres- 
sions, followed. Does the usual 
Italian-spinster-grande dame char- 
acters and landed neatly. 

Chinese Revue, eight Chinese 
youngsters, with a Special _ set, 
handed out sufficient entertainment 
to make them a good buy. Kids 
trot out tap, acrobatic and ballroom 
dancing accompanied by their 
mother at the piano. Talent and 
entertainment made them a near 
show halter. 

Princetone and Renee just got by 
with their line of blue chatter and 
mild gags. Team came west for 
RKO’'s aching heart time and have 
been picking up local dates to fill in 
since the circuit policy change. 
Niles Marsh, femme impersona- 
tor, followed. He is a repeat here, 
having played the house about four 
months ago. Success of his first 
appearance had the house figure 
him for a return, Well received 
and had to beg off with thanks. 
Bennington’s harmonica band 
closed. Band is also a victim of 
the RKO policy change. Clicked 
here and gave the stage end of the 
show a strong finish. 

‘The Jewel Robbery’ (WB) filled 
the main portion of the screen, 
with Universal news clips and a 
Sportslant short filling in. Business 
only fair at the first evening per- 
formance Thursday. Call, 


Leicester Sq., London 


London, Aug. 2. 
Leicester Square theatre, former- 
ly RKO Picture theatre, and more 
recently the Olympic, is the latest 
convert to continuous variety. 
Theatre was originally promoted 
by Jack Buchanan and Sir Walter 
Gibbons, with the idea of its be- 
coming a permanent home for Jack 
Buchanan musicals, but before 
completion Buchanan sold out to 
Gibbons. 

Like most of the new West End 
theatres, this house never really got 
started, due to managerial and 
policy changes at frequent intervals. 
But this new project looks like a 
real move to put the house on the 
map. 

Understood there is a bankroll of 
around $100,000 to set this idea in 
full motion, and the bookers and 
erganizers are the Bert Aza office 
These Aza boys, of whom Archie 
Pitt is one, discovered Gracie 
Fields, eventually succeeding in 
promoting her as one of the great 
weman Singles in England. Having 
toured revues in the proy.nces for 
about 20 years, and also having 
staged a few productions in the 





(Continued on page 30) 


— we 

















T 


P. 


He 
Tight 
week 
them 
Norn 
en Ut 
madg 
Burn 
and 
supe! 
entir 
a ba 
pincl 
and | 
to ca 


and : 
anen 
form 
plain 
ing « 
was 
ing 1 
he's 


to b 
teria 
pick 
gag 
they 
This 
as it 
stag 
in m 
ousl: 


‘ with 


audi 
oldie 


tom: 
laug 


and 
logs 
g006 
lyric 
finis 
to r 
of cl 
ing 
the 
and 
to Ww 
figu! 
of a 
may 


thre 
Alle 
outf 
dud: 
wee 


aurt 
solo 
dou! 
inn 
Jess 


Boy 
here 
befc 
of 5 
B 
cha) 
“foul 
lini: 
are 
oft 


R 
thre 


yea 
fini: 
the 

spir 
shi 
tion 
not! 








rT _ oS ry 

















‘don and his dogs. 





Tuesday, August 16, 1932 


FIN HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 











week. 


—— oe 
PARAMOUNT, N. Y. OLYMPIA, PARIS seemingly. A week ago Lillian Roth | ; 
had to fight acoustics the same way. ~ 
New York, Aug. 12, Olympia bill, apart from a Co- Veloz and Yolande, one of the bet- t 
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tag pacer With Mice Tal- |of newsreels and an animated car- ¥ re o — _ — - Nee a TRANSLUX EMBASSY 
madge just walking on the stage, toon. Then comes the stage show.! — wit oan four num STS, OR re F ee a > i ek 
d Allen falling below par This mostly consists of the Roland | ©°red twice, made two speec he Ss, Pathe figured the Walker casé The most invetera e of t 1€ : 
puree : .|Dorsay and His Cadets, band gagged with Berle, pleaded, begged, | pigger the > Hoover acceptance, | bassy’s patrons Saturday got their 
and not much support from the A} 3, d of 14) i os : . - | biggex than the Hoover acceptance, | -“""". | yi eT elles ~ 
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gupernumeraries, the aS |the band to play half a dozen tunes,|&°: He was on about 25.minutes, |S0 ** fe@ Om with . ’ since the house opened. The ap- 
entirely on Jessel. Now Jessel isn't first > |though he tried to make it 15, so he|though not containing so much of! plause was long and loud for Sea- 


a bad fellow to have around in a 
pinch, but an hour is 60 minutes, 
and that’s too much for even Jessel 
to carry alone. 

June McCloy, Three Rhythm Boys 
and a David Bines line fill out. One 
anemic blackout injures the per- 
formance, and the use of the same 
plain set for the opening and clos- 
ing doesn’t help, either. The stager 
was stuck for a finish, and, accord- 
ing to the finish used Friday night, 
he's still stuck. 

With Burns and Allen it appeared 
to be a case of the source of ma- 
terial going stale. Since thev have 
picked the difficult occupation of 
gag spieling, it’s not unusual that 
they should run short now and then. 
This is one of those weeks, coming 
as it does after a long period on the 
stage and air with weekly changes 
in material. The team was danger- 
ously on the verge of being let off 


‘without protest by the Paramount 


audience until their final pun, an 
oldie and a Burns and Allen stand- 
by. That got them away in the cus- 
tomary manner, but up to then the 
laughs were scarce. 


Jessel is all over the place as m. c. 
and doing three or four full mono- 
logs with a couple of songs for 
good measure. He sings one, a love 
lyric, to Miss Talmadge, and at the 
finish says, ‘What Winchell is going 
to make of this!’ His few moments 
of chatter with Miss Talmadge, dur- 
ing which she is graciously given 
the punch lines, are bright, personal 
and just what this audience seemed 
to want. The customers doubtlessly 
figured they were getting a close-up 
of a much-publicized romance, and 
maybe they were. 


Miss Talmadge is handsome in 
three costume changes. Gracie 
Allen flashes a couple of up-to-date 
outfits. also, which means plenty of 
— for the girls to gaze at this 
week. 


Miss McCloy, a tall bonde with a 
surprisingly low contralto, has a 
solo spot for one number, and then 
doubles up with Jessel. She seems 
in mostly to build up a gag used by 
Jessel with Eddie Cantor and Janet 
Reade at the Palace. Three Rhythm 
Boys, colored hoofing trio, have been 
here and elsewhere on Broadway 
before. They landed as their sort 
of strenuous dance act always does. 


__Bines girls’ best is a toe number 
charmingly backgrounded by a 


“fountain effect and an unbilled vio- 


liniste. In their other numbers they 
are costumed in the gaudy manner 
of the early presentation days. 


Rubinoff conducts his pit crew 
through a symphonic medley of this 
year’s pops. The heavy hand at the 
finish is for Rubinoff rather than for 
the orchestra or its music, and in- 
Spired by the leader’s odd showman- 
ship rather taan musical apprecia- 
tion on the customers’ part. It’s 
noticeable that the musicians don’t 
watch Rubinoff very diligently, and 
just as well they don’t. 


Business good at the Friday even- 
ing show. No Crawford organlog 
billed this week and the program 
was whittled down sstill further 
through omission of the newsreel 


at the performance caught. Colum- 
bia’s ‘War Correspondent’ is the 
feature. ige. 





FISHER 


Detroit, Aug. 15. 

Fred Evans has plenty of grief in 
Producing shows for this house. 
With a budget of around $3,500 
weekly, including production staff, 
he is limited plenty. In addition 
this house is noted for its poor re- 
ception of any and all talent. With 
the location on the edge of one of 
the town’s nicer residential districts, 
the patrons get plenty upstage with 
the result they leave it for the com- 
mon people to applaud. The hou 
has been ‘notorious for poor busi- 
ness in the past year, with the audi- 
ences down to mere handfuls most 
of the time. All meaning that the 
average talent doesn’t really get a 
chance, 

This week Evans has put prac- 
tically all of his budget into talent, 
and to fair effect. Titled ‘Northern 
Lights,’ the setting is a scene in the 
far north with a couple igloos to fill 
in. This due to half of the double- 
bill feature, ‘Igloo.’ Talent includes 
Bret Wood, Three White Flashes, 
Bud and Jack Pearson, and Al Gor- 
Bret Wood and 
Al Gordon walked away with the 
show. Gordon being very much up 
to date, with Bret Wood being a 
memory of the past but over very 
big. 

Line does a couple of nice rou- 
tines that help, with one of the girls 
dressed up as pelican doing a 
eycle of dance routine especially 
novel and good. 

Pictures ‘Jewel Robbery’ and 
Tgloo.’ Business fair. Lee. 





as they ought to be played, 
then in this, that or some other 
manner, ending in a very good imi- 
tation of a jazz number as a French 
village band would play it. 

This is interlarded with comedy 
done by the band boys, who also 
sing. Roland Dorsay ‘himself acts 
as both bandmaster and as m. ec. 
with considerable success, due to 
the obvious humor of the number. 
The 12 Mersey Girls support the 
band ir a very short number. This 
means that the pit orchestra is out 
and pit filled with flowers. 

Then comes the feature, the Co- 
lumbia aviation story directed by 
Frank Capra and _ indifferently 
dubbed. Mazi, 


DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 15. 


Ted Mack, home-town boy, is 
back at the Denver, and what a re- 
ception he got! No more than any- 
one expected, but the fouse was 
packed, and the applause made it 
clear what most of the crowd came 
for. 


Ted was the most popular m. c. 
the Denver ever had. He went east 
several times, and every time he 
comes back it is the same story— 
packed houses. He led the Denver 
orchestra through 20 minutes, and 
was assisted by two girls in his act. 


Lillian Russell, blue singer, fin- 
ishes with ‘Human Thing to Do,’ 
and Ted sings a few verses of his 
own on the same subject. Band 
plays ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ as Ted 
sings it, and by request Ted sings 
‘Madame.’ For the close Ted sings 
‘Minnie the Moocher,’ aided by 50 
colored youngsters who parade on 
the stage as the ‘lobsterscope’ 
makes it look like a storm. 

Ted’s voice is richer and he gets 
his chatter to the audience in a 
smoother manner than when he left. 





His stage personality is much im- 
proved, and his local popularity not 
a bit less. 

The stage show, F. & M.’s ‘Bug- 
house’ Idea, is much too long for 
this bill. Just a fair layout at best, 
too much competition makes it tire- 
some, 

If the stage show had been cut ten 
minutes, and the film ‘Washington 
Masquerade’ the same amount, the 
program would have been improved. 


CAPITOL 


New York, Aug. 12, 


Here’s something new under the 
sun. Most theatres, after a good 
week, will hold over the headliners 
and change, if at all, the trimmings. 
Not so the Capitol. Here the head- 
liners are thrown out and the fill- 
ers-in given another chance. 


The rostrum current week reads 
Ben Bernie, Morton Downey, Milton 
Berle, Lilian Shade, Four Casting 
Stars, Veloz and Yolande, and Gor- 
don, Reed and King. Meaning a 
show that costs about $15,000, and 
maybe it’s smart booking. Not that 
there’s any quarrel with the people 
in the show. All do their stint and 
do it well. Nor is there any quarrel 
with the idea of running them off 
in regular vaudeville fashion. But 


‘the thing runs close to 90 minutes, 


and it’s almost impossible to make 
it any shorter. Which is a terrible 
lot of show and which just about 
taxes any audience’s patience. 

Ben Bernie closes the show. EBer- 
nie is a polished showman who 
knows every little audience quirk 
and knows how to get the most pos- 
sible out of his every appearance. 
But for the first time in his Broad- 
way career there’s a question as to 
whether he’s selling himself for all 
he’s worth. The answer is the fact 
there’s entirely too much up ahead. 

Newcomers on the current bill are 
Bernie, Downey and Miss Shade. 
They replace Abe Lyman, Lillian 
Roth and Zelaya from the week be- 
fore. 

Milton Berle continues as master 
of ceremonies and doesn’t bother 
changing any of his lines. Probably 
doesn’t matter. The audience Fri- 
day night thought his every word 
was a gem. They liked him so 
much, in fact, that they even for- 
gave him his parodies. 

Berle is a clever and ever effer- 
vescent youngster. He has that 
rare something that for lack of a 
better word is called personality, 
and he knows how to sell—whether 
he’s selling himself or the rest of 
the show. 

As a week ago, the show gets go- 
ing in usual vaude fashion, with the 
Four Casting Stars followed by Gor- 
don, Reed and King. Both are ex- 
pert at their particular type of work 
and go over nicely. Lillian Shade fol- 
lows for a trio of songs and doesn’t 
get half the break she deserves. 
Acoustics of this theatre are a bit 
too tricky for her type of voice, 





can’t be blamed for holding up the 
show. And yet his appearance 
killed off the proceedings. 


Berle sings another of those paro- 
dies at this stage, but again the po- 
lite Capitol audience didn’t mind. 
They @orgive easily in this house. 
Anyway, somebody had to do some- 
thing to take up time enough for 
Bernie’s men climbing on the stage 
from the pit. And Bernie came on 
to stay 20 minutes more. 


During some of the shows on 
opening day one or two of the minor 
acts (acts that only cost about $1,000 
a week, if you please) were sloughed 
off to make up running time. But 
the booking department might play 
with the idea that perhaps these 
acts weren't especially needed. 
There are points at which bolster- 
ing becomes dangerous. Overstuff- 
ing results in forcing thing out at 
the sides. 


So it comes down to this: there’s 
quality galore, and quantity galore, 
but the combination does not make 
for a good show. Especially when 
added to a feature, ‘Skyscraper 
Souls’ (Metro), which runs 93 mins. 

, Kauf. 


STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 


Despite a break-in at Long Beach, 
F&M’'s condensed ‘Irene’ is still 
draggy, but showing evidence of 
speedier tempo being injected. 
This promises excellent stage fare 
when tinkering is completed. 


Whether customers today will rel- 
ish the revamped version of the 
1919 musical hit is a question. 
Among older patrons it should 
click, and if enough speed, jazz and 
modern comedy are added it may 
prove satisfactory for younger gen- 
eration 

Tab, running 85 mins., can stand 
more paring. Original story re- 
tained, with extraneous dialog elim- 
inated and two new song numbers 
added. 

‘Alice Blue Gown’ retained as 
theme and principal solo number; 
likewise ‘Irene’ and ‘Talk of the 
Town.’ Snappy dancing of modern 
type, unusually effective staging 
and cast principals mostly rating 
oke help put musical across. With 
20 line girls and male dancing and 
singing ensemble, unit contains 
about everything expected in a pic- 
ture hvuse presentation. 

Dale Winter (Mrs. Henry Duffy) 
is Irene, role she essayed with orig- 
inal company. Two other members 
of first production and Bobby Wat- 
son and Walter Ragon, former as 
Madame Lucy and patter playing 
Marshall, patron saint to Irene. 
All satisfactory, with brunt of com- 
edy up to Watson, who stands out 
prominently and is at ease in every 
scene. Miss Winter handles lead in 
a way that wins her new admirers. 

Another comedy high spot pro- 
vided by Betty. farrington as 
Irene’s mother. Sidney Reynolds 
and Anolyn Arden are the two girl 
friends, and Dorothy LaMarr, Duffy 
stock standby, is Marshall’s mother. 
Specialty numbers by Wanda Allen, 
toe dancer, and Karsen and Isabelle, 
with routine of fast stepping, have 
been interpolated, latter aiding in 
speeding-up process. 

‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ 
newsreel on screen. 
mat about normal. 


FOX, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Aug. 12. 


Lilyan Tashman and Ken Murray 
on stage ought to hold the big Fox 
up to a fair level this week despite 
lack of draw in ‘Passport to Hell. 
Opening mat’s biz was about aver- 
age, and the screen duo deserve 
credit for at least holding it up to 
par. 

Not known where Miss Tashman 
got the shifty little skit she appears 
in, but it’s the same as Gilda Gray 
used on this very stage three weeks 
ago—reporter, stooge in pit and all. 
Murray works as the reporter seek- 
ing an interview, and while Miss 
Tashman answers’ stooge  wise- 
cracks, and most of the time latter’s 
stuff is pretty weak. However, film 
star pleases the fems with two 
flashy gowns. 

Murray brings into play his years 
of vaude experience and revives his 
old act with Milton and Helen 
Charleston. Plenty of laughs, many 
of them for blue gags, but he even 
gags the gags when a phone rings 
every time he tells a shady one. 

F&M’s ‘Star Gazers’ has Muriel 
Gardner, Wallin and Barnes and 
Athenas, with Collenette ensemble. 

Walt Roesner and band do ‘Over- 
ture Petite,’ selections from oper- 
ettas of Karl Hoschna, with vocal 





(Fox) and 
Biz opening 











the President's speech, Luxer made 
a more interesting subject since it 
covered the preliminaries as well as 
the meaty paragraphs in Hoover's 
declarations. 

Luxer is whooping up for better 
times. Workmen and their families 
are interviewed along with stock 
shots of moving trains, ships and 
mines to bring cheer to the jobless 
that jobs are back again. Both 
theatres run the statement of Roy 
Chapin, new secretary of the U. S. 
Dept. of Commerce. Incidentally, 
Pathe never overlooks a chance to 
plug Radio City as one of the 
enemies of depression. 

With Labor Day not far off both 
houses are making a rush for the 
finals in beauty contests. Earl 
Carroll’s Brooklyn pick, as well as 
a tourney in Belgium, are the latest. 
In the same vein the Luxer goes 
for another peep at the endurance 
dancers in Coney Island. 

Audiences are inclined to laugh 
at the Indiana mine trouble. The 
way 2 spokesman for 60 defenders 
describes routing 4,000 employes is 
probably the reason. 

George Bernard Shaw is presented 
with seeming pride by Paramount, 
which calls attention in titles that 
the subject is an ‘exclusive.’ This 
time Shaw talks and actually says 
nothing. 

Boy Scouts giving a fish to the 
President for a birthday present 
would get cackles were it not for 
the Hoover tact in acknowledging 
the sentiment of the occasion. 


Both theatres have clips on 
Roosevelt in a swimming# pool, 
Davis Cup tennis contest in 


France, King George winning a re- 
gatta, Prince of Wales dedicating a 
soldier memorial in France. The 
latest Olympic events, including 
swimming, Marathon races and 
sprinting are equally covered. 
Interesting views of the first ship 
going through the new Welland 
canal are offered by Pathe. Same 
reel reviews another lion cub epi- 
sode in the St. Louis zoo, which 
interests the yougger picture fans 
almost as much as the spectators. 
Waly. 


bury, but there was nary a hand, 
not even a hiss, for Walker. 


Matinee attendances, however, 
were exceedingly slim for the Em- 
bassy, the house being only half 


filled, which may account for the 
freeze accorded the Mayor. At the 
Translux there wasn’t a murmur 
one way or the other. This also 
may be attributed to the fact that 
Pathe was satisfied to use a talk- 
ing reporter, confining its original 
recording only to a short statement 
made by Walker upon coming out 
or the Capitol. Fox-Hearst, on the 
other hand, recorded all original 
moves. 

The two houses continue to be off 
on their estimates, Pathe crediting 
the Chicago fire with $4,000,000 over 
the Embassy calculation. This sub- 
ject was thoroughly covered by both 
reels. 

Another audience reaction with 
seeming significance, in view of the 
reports that Walker may put his 
name up for governor, was the ap- 
plause greeting the announcement 
of Lehman to Roosevelt that he will 
seek the nomination. 

The Holman-Reynolds case is 
finally breaking into the reels. Both 
houses are using it with more de- 
tail coverage to the Embassy’s 
credit. Embassy couldn't get Libby, 
so it close-upped two of her old 
stills. It got a brief interview with 
the prosecutor, a birdseye view of 
the Reynolds estate, courthouse, and 
young Ab Walker. 

Where F-H caught Mayor Walker 
greeting Mattern and Griffith, Pathe 
passed this up to interview them on 
future plans. 

Novelty subject caught by F-H 
was that of the SS Manhattan 
steaming out on her maiden voyage. 


first, newsreel views of a liner tak- 
ing off in the dark. Searchlights 
were played upon its sides and the 
gangplank. md 

Other Embassy clips included: 
Italian soldiers skirmishing in the 
Alps; Count von Papen; Dixie kid 
choir; Isle of Jersey flower pageant; 
German costumes; Alaskan girl 
swimmers; fur fashions; Coast 
Guard regatta; 18-year-old aviator 
taking off; Molligon-Johnson wed- 
ding breakfast in London: New 





Hampshire horse race. Waly. 





CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 

Well-booked, well-built, well-re- 
ceived. Happy triangle! 

Will Mahoney, Nina _ Olivette, 
Arnaut Brothers, Joseph Griffin, all 
seasoned and reliable talent, were 
surrounded with a _ tasteful and 
imaginative production by’ Leoni- 
doff, whose bag of tricks is a com- 
modious valise. 

That Mahoneyphone, as_ usual, 
made people applaud who have a 
constitutional aversion to express- 
ing enthusiasm. They never whis- 
tle in the Chicago, but Mahoney 
made them. It is the Oriental, 
where whistling as a method of ap- 
preciation is more standard, When 
speaking of getting a saw from his 
father, a hammer from his uncle 
and a chisel from his agent, this 
more or less ‘professional’ gag was 
greeted with a _ bonafide belly 
laugh. How’ve you been, Farnum? 


Nina Olivette has developed her 
hoke adagio into a classic of its 
kind. With the 10 boys for back 
ground,.she has a turn that 1s plu- 
perfect for picture houses. The big- 
ger the better. It’s all sight stuff. 
Great for saps or sophisticates, 


Arnauts are eternal repeaters, 
and consequently all comment has 
long been reduced to a stencil. It 
is a habit in picture houses to build 
part or all the production around 
their bird episode,. and Leoni- 
doff was orthodox in this particular. 
Goblins, Mickey Mouse and wonder 
ducks were introduced and made 
an attractive dido. New costume of 
red feathers by the ‘dame’ is de- 
structive of the feminine illusion 
the former costume had. Ought to 
have a skirt at any rate. Tights 
constantly remind of the make-be- 
lieve. Lots of laughs throughout. 

Joseph Griffin, who must hold 
some sort of record for dates at the 
Chicago, was quickly identified and 
welcomed when stepping through 
the drapes. He tossed off a pair of 
ballads with his customary facility. 

Leonido'r’ put the Chicago show 
together by using Miss Olivette and 
her 12 boys from Fanchon & Mar- 
co’s ‘Buddies’ unit, which was lay- 
ing off, and took the ‘Mickey and 
Minnie’ number, with the Arnauts 








chorus serving to build it up. 
‘Serappy,’ Columbia short, and 

Fox news complete the show. 
Bock. ' 


from another F&M unit, It was 
skillful plastic surgery. 

‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par) with 
Tallulah 3ankhead will be the 
weakness for the current stanza. 
Miss Bankhead’s local popularity 
runs lukewarm as a rule. Land, 


WARFIELD, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Aug. 11. 

Chic Sale at $3,000 plus a split 
of everything over $15,000 is counted 
upon to hold Warfield up to the 
swell pace it has struck in past few 
weeks. Opening mat wasn’t as 
heavy as last week’s, but it’s a cinch 
to go several grand over that 15 
thou. Which will mean sweet sugar 
in Sale’s pocket. 

Initial show ran a lengthy 90 min- 
utes, and afterward producer Peggy 
O’Neill had to shear it down by 
doing 40 minutes, giving four char- 
acterizations — wise guy, minister, 
reciting schoolboy and the civil war 
vet. Made his entrance in straight 
street garb, without the handlebar 
mustache, and gave the customers a 
pleasant surprise. His stuff was 
heartily received. 

Rube Wolf and band did a repeat 
of a hoked-up ‘Orpheus’ overture 
that clicked solidly. Lamont family 
closed the show with their gags, 
wire work and hoofing. Joaquin 
Garay, in his fifth week, chanted 
Three on a Match.’ Emily and Roe 
maine with their pirate dance 
rounded out the acts. Line of 16 
girls cid three numbers, all winners. 

Picture was ‘Crooner.’ (WB). 

Bock. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


New York, Aug. 12. 

Optimistic management had thé 
tapes up at the Fox Brooklyn Fri- 
day, opening ‘Congorilla,’ but up to 
8:30 the house was only half full 
downstairs in spite of a vigorous 
Lallyhoo with a loudspeaker relay- 
ing the talk and jungle sounds from 
the animal picture. They were com- 
ing briskly then, but probably not 
enough of the late ones to tax ca- 
pacity. 

Stage show was Fanchon & 
Marco’s World’s Fairest Idea, plug 
for the Chicago Century of Progress. 
Girls supposed to have been picked 
from that city. The routines were 
rather shy of trained duncing. 

Opens with a drop showing the 
eyes of the world on Chicago. Na- 
dine, a snappy little dancer who acts 
as m. c., sings a verse and the drop 
flies to show 14 girls on a terraced 
pedestal, draped in pink costumes. 
The skirts are tossed back to reveal 
legs. Drop down and they come on 
in ‘one’ to do an arm manual behind 
Nadine, who offers a contortionistic 
dance. 

Followed by the Russian Canineg, 

(Cont sed on page 30) 








This is one of the first, if not the. 


rin 4 


. 


# 
hi 
* 
a 
y 


RSF 





cs 


Tre 


ars 


an. TES 





OP: 


jh 


os 


Re a a Pectin etait nats i tai N. 














‘ 


| 
aj 


equneemeendineas dee Le 3 c! 


yeerhete 


pe 
i cer a eats Lene eee eee ee 
« + - - — a 


a rmanpety 


hh age he / Al ha nea mscael —— 











$0 VARIETY 


REVIEWS 


—- 


Tuesday, August 16, 1932 








=— 


Leicester Sq., London 
(Continued from page 28) 


West End, the Azas know 
business. 
Being aware of the difficulty 


concentrating on the production 
side, with the act a _ secondary 
consideration. There’s plenty of 


coloring and plenty of girls to in- 
terest the transient from the coun- 
try, and even the more sophisticated 
stemingly enjoyed the bevy of 
beauties and splash of colors. 

The big act is Balliol and Merton, 
adagio team that have one trick, 
that of the femme leaping from a 
40 foot pillar, landing with her legs 
upon the man’s shoulders. This is 
surefire. 

Freddie Forbes, a touring revue 
comedian with a provincial reputa- 
tion, in a sketch built for vaudeville 
by Noel Coward, ‘Oranges and 
Lemons,’ is plenty suggestive, but 
very funny. Forbes also does the 
compere role, in which he flops. 
Thus far here are two English turns 
qualifying for that position. They 
are Naunton Wayne, at the London 
Pavilion and Edwin Styles at the 
Prince of Wales, with the latter 
shortly opening for Earl Carroil in 
New York. 

Lola De Fraine got a lot of pre- 
opening publicity as a discovery 


their | 


in | 
getting names, the management is | closed. 


is not content with a pat turn, but 
who adds new material constantly. 
Material is a laugh in every line. 


Coupled with Savoy's deft show- 
»|manship, it makes for 
can't miss anywhere 

Cireus acrobatic Robbins family 
They've added some music 
‘and minor dancing to the act and 
are starting off like a flash turn, 
| but that’s soon over and the seven- 
family gets down to tumbling and 
| somersaulting. The circus act 
|'makes its mistake here by trying to 
talk. They can’t use their tonsils 
at all; they’re happiest when stick- 
ing to stunts. 

The thing about this show is that 
it was so evidently to the liking of 
j}this audience. They left satisfied 
‘and with a pleasant taste in their 
|mouths. It indicated that the booker 
was in close contact with the house 
owner, and that both took this 
town's public into consideration. 

Result is that the house keeps its 
balance; it goes along without 
freaky shows, making a _ steady 
profit on shows that cost reasonable 
money, and shows which can be 
followed up. It offers a sane con- 
trast to booking in other houses 
where the shows are such that the 
question is, What can you follow 
with next week? And the individu- 
alized béoking offers another and 
sharper contrast to other vaude 
houses which have been forced to 
use false-bottom names just be- 








in the way of ‘blues’ singing, and a 
lot was expected of her. She proved 
disappointing. : 

Other acts that scored were 
Horace Kenny in the ‘Trial Turn,’ 
which he has been doing for years, 
and which is still funny, and Col- 
linson and Dean, a couple of talking 
comedians with clever material well 
put over. These went to America 
some years ago, and their recollec- 
tion is none too happy. 

The capacity of the theatre is 
2,000, with standing room for 600, 
and prices range from 20 cents to 
a dollar. With four shows daily 
it can gross around $20,000 a week. 

It takes about $10,000 to get out. 


There is no doubt the Leicester 
Square theatre has arrived, and will 
make money. There is something 
about the theatre that makes it: 
attractive and although it is on the 
wrong side of the square it is at 
last staging the right kind of en- 
tertainment. ~ 


A feature of no mean importance 
fs service for eating and drinking. 


HIPP, BALTO. 


Baltimore, Aug. 12. 


This part of the U. S. A. is start- 
ing to sizzle with vaude talk. 
Hasn't been so much pro-vaude ex- 
citement around here in many years. 
Next ‘week Loew's ace Century will 
drop its long policy of presentations 
and go into vaudeville. In fact, that 
house has for some months been 
advertising its Fanchon & Marco 
unit as ‘8—Acts—8,’ in order to com- 
pete with the five-turn layout at 
this spot. 

Also scheduled for a vaude return 
in this city are Keith’s, the New, 
and Maryland, the latter figured 
heatedly for straight vaude. This 
takes in only the main-stem spots 
in town; more vaude gossip con- 
cerns the small-town houses strewn 
in the vicinity of Chesapeake Bay. 
A couple of hustling road men from 
New York should be able to dig up 
a few weeks around here. 

And to this house belongs the 
ribbon for making this district 
vaude’s most hopeful spot in the 
entire country. The house is mak- 
ing money consistently, playing five 
acts that are regulation family-style 
acts. The sophisticated Broadway 
chatter is out. Hokum and simple 
comedy takes the bulk of the enter- 
tainment; the names are not too big 
or expensive; they come out of 
radio, pictures and vaude. 

The current line-up is neatly 
typical of the style of entertainment 
dished out, and the audience here 
evidenced their satisfaction. On 
Broadway, and maybe even in the 
loop, the show would keel, but here 
and in the vast majority of the 
home cities in this country the 
show would smack, 

Headlining, the Funnyboners (New 
Acts), a comedy trio from radio, 
are down-to-earth and completely 
understandable to the kids and 
matrons. There’s aothing subtle 
about them. They sing nicely and 
tell their jokes directly. Backed by 
their ether rep, they rated their 
headline spot on this bill, and the 
palm noise at the finish vouched 
that they had satisfied. 

In the opening -assignment was 
“Will Morris, still getting into situa- 

tions with his fall-apart bicycle, 
taking his prattfalls a little slower 
than in the past, but still effectively. 
and finishing with his big jumping 
stunt. The kids on the first show 
Friday tore up the seats in praise, 
and the adults in the audience 
weren't too hesitant either to join 
in the good-time-was-had-by-all. 

Deucing. a colored hoofing pair, 
Worthy and Thompson, danced in 





combo and in challenge, and even 
managed some cross-fire chatter. 
Fitted the spot and suited the mob. 
Following were the Funnyboners, 
and then, next-to-closing, Harry 


Savoy, the sock of the show. Savoy 
is a sure-fire standard, a comic who 


cause the home office thought they’d 
be okay in New York, such as was 
the horrible example last year of 
the booking of a has-been New 
York opera soprano for big money, 
only to find that in towns out of the 
metropolis she was just a dead 
weight at the box office and a nuis- 
ance to the audience that wandered 
in. 

On the screen, ‘Roar of the 
Dragon’ (Radio). Biz good. 


GRAND O. H. 


Lots of pretty good stage fare for 
the first half. Runs only three- 
quarters of an hour, but more than 
ample to bridge the two features, 
‘Week Ends Only’ (Fox) and ‘Widow 
in Scarlet’ (Mayfair), with a news- 
reel tossed in to boot. Makes the 


round of the clock close to three 
hours, and figures as a bargain at 
two-hits for adults and three jits for 
the kids. . : 


Saturday matinee found the lower 
floor fairly well stacked and a just 
so-so quorum on the upper shelf, 
with the juve attendance in the lat- 
ter regions notably off. Pair bal- 
ancing of the features may account 
for that. An action drama could 
have been booked in to counter the 
sophisticate and elanish tinge of 
the Fox affair. Would have been 
more to the taste of the kids in this 
nabe, and also to the adult level. 


Standout attraction by far of the 
vaude contingent was the Naro 
Lockford troupe of .terpsy clowns. 
Act, spotted fourth and last, con- 
tributed something approaching big 
time tu the proceedings. Lockford 
socked them for the laughs both on 
the introductory golfing bit and with 
his adagio high jinks at the finish. 
Serious moments between also im- 
pressed, during which a finished 
pair of adagio acrobats cut intricate 
figures and a blonde miss showed 
something neat in the way of fast 
tapping. 

Opening niche brought Chappelle 
and Rayner Twins, two lads and a 
girl, for a hodge-podge of acrobatic 
dancing, knotting up limbs and 
banjo strumming. Act could stand 
a lot cf smoothing out of the wrin- 
kles and general routining. Double- 
jointed boy unfolds several novel 
twists, notably the military tap that 
he does atop his head. Lighting of 
a cigarette by a complete back twist 
may be merely a variation of the 
glass of water or handkerchief lift- 
ing stunt, but here was accepted as 
something startling and showered 
with plaudits. Girl specializes in 
splits and speedy cartwheels and 
turnovers and turns out a first-rate 
job in both departments. 

With McKay and Ardine, who fol- 
lowed, it’s a different background, 
but the old line of crossfire. Some 
of it clicked. But for the most part 
it shaped up as so much chatter 
before the pair got to the hub of 
their turn, and that’s the knock- 
about dancing. Practically all the 
laughs are derived from the hard 
pratt falls the femme member takes. 
Swell stuff for this spot, and the 
rewards were noisy enough to bring 
them back for an encore. Act now 
is using a representation of the 
waiting room of a railroad station 
for the background, with the wom- 
an’s dialect still hazy as to identity. 
May be Swedish, Dutch or Polish, 
but whatever it is, the results aren’t 
very funny. 

Flock of talent and personality 
evident in the next-to-shut turn, 
Croel and Allan, but the material 
the mixed pair unravel won't help 
them get there. Girl has the looks 
and the fetching personality, and 
the singing voice, though not strong, 
can sell a pop ditty. “Tall, gangling 
partner packs a knack for uncork- 
ing the chuckles, but the style of 
hoke he resorts to is too elementary 
for anything but the small family 
|time. Clicked plenty here, with the 
|kids in the baleony the act's heart- 
‘iest customers. Odec. 





an act gat any more varieties, 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


It’s the prize spot for the give- 
away racket. If the management 
Heinz, the 
pickle man, may discover grounds 
for infringement of his trade mark. 

Saturday's dinner biz looked like 
an undertaker’s stall in Paradise. 
There were some customers, but 
they squatted almost miles apart 
and all over the house, 

Any kind of an applause nibble 
or the slightest titter can be count- 
ed a bull’s eye for the performers. 

Five acts with Ray Perkins top- 
lining. The NBC Barbasoloist took 
the middle spot on a none too com- 
fortable arrangement that opened 
with Max and his gang of doggies; 
the Ebony Follies, that once may 
have been ‘Ebony Scandals’ Bit not 
as good, from what the records may 
indicate. Also Jones and Rea, who 
cracked most of the laughs, and 
Alexander and Santos, group of five 
dansartists. 

Not a bad bill, but trying to per- 
form before the almost empty house 
when caught was like slinging those 
three-inch prize hoops at Coney. 
House could use a good stage man- 
ager. The lighting is screwy here. 
But that hanging sign from un- 
der the marquee is no good will 
bringer either. Curiously enough it 
reads ‘2 Big Shows,’ and that’s 
hardly that at this spot currently. 
Customers, once they glimpse the 
bill, know that. Perkins is appar- 
ently one half of the ‘2’ shows on 
the sign. Perkins is okay but down 
here on 14th Street he may not be 
so well known, 

Perkins performs neatly. Despite 
all the obstacles he had to hurdle 
got over nicely. 


That Ebony’ sextet, however. 
might have fared better as a 
straight ‘Arab’ turn. Until the 


group slides into that flying acro 
stuff for a finale, they offer only 
mediocre Harlem dansafare. And 
that ebony girl who phones her 
whirls in the flying bit.doesn't help 
that way. 

Max and his doggies was a good 
opener but- could have worked 
faster. The Alexander Santos turn 
might trim that burlesque bit a lit- 
tle when working this kind of spot 
and also provide faster time, but 
both over okay as is. n 

What was most evident was tha 
the show wasn't strong enough of 
itself to draw. That’s an item for 
the bookers to figure. RKO, so far 
as known, is handling this spot 
since the house went into a pooling 
arrangement with the RKO Jeffer- 


son, a block away. Latter stays 
straight films while this goes 
combo. 


As the matter shapes RKO for 
this season gets the better break 
on the pool locally. Not only does 
RKO book the vaude at the Acad- 
emy but it has the pick of the films 
at its own Jefferson. 

Howéver, Skouras by having the 
RKO Coliseum stick to combo and 
let his own Audubon go straight 
films, on the uptown end, may get 
an even .break, as the Audubon 
would have the same pick of prod- 
uct as the Jefferson, downtown. 
‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB) looked weak 
judging from biz as caught. Alto- 
gether it’s a 135-minute show with 
a 65-cent top at dinner time. News, 
trailers and films take around 78 
minutes. Added is a cartoon. The 
stagé end runs to around 53 min- 
utes. 

From the screen angle, that blue 
fading on foot lights utilized to 
shade the screen matter is screwy. 
It’s a goofy idea because it’s hard 
on the eyes and blacks out the fig- 
ures. 

May have been one of those off 
days for the Academy, but the house 
needs closer supervision from every 
angle of operation. han, 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 10. 

These RKO shows seem to be im- 
proving. The current one holds con- 
siderable pleasin,, if not high- 
powered, entertainment. No less 
than four of the five acts run 
strengly to comedy, and it’s first- 
rate comedy, too. Any bill carrying 
as much of a laugh punch as this 
one is bound to click. I. is typical 
vaudeville along routine lines, af- 
fording nothing new or outstand- 
ing, but providing satisfying diver- 
sion. 

Edith Karren is assisted by four 
young men in a melange of sing- 
ing, dancing and music. The boys 
are dancers and instrvur ent lists. 
Miss Karren sings, dances and 
plays the violin. The act would 
be improved if she vocalized less. 
Most meritorious is the boy’s step- 
ping. A fast finish has all the 
members, except the pianist, par- 
ticipating in a snappy dancing ex- 
hibition. This is a satisfactory 
opener. 

Offering his famili r juggling and 
comedy act, the good-humored Gas- 
ton Palmer gets away nicely in the 
deuce spot. Palmer works at a 
fast pace throughout and has the 
audience laughing almost constant- 
ly at his make-believe misses and 
chatter. His pleasing personality 
and all-around showmanship help 
him to score. 

Barney Grant, introduced from 
the orchestra pit as a shy young 
man from the Missouri foothills, is 
aided by his supposed mother, dad 
and cousin in a praiseworthy ec- 
centric character comedy offering 





— 


reminiscent of the Weaver Broth- 
ers. Barney is a personable young 
fellow. The old couple in striking 
red and blue tights present a 
ludicrous appearance for a risibil- 
ity-tickling comedy acrobatic num- 
ber. A good act. ; 

Jane and Katherine Lee return 
with their commendable combina- 
tion of clowning, singing and danc- 
ing, unchanged but highly accept- 
able. They hold down the headline 
position and next-to-closing spot in 
tip-top fashion. Boasting good 
looks, youth and plenty of talent, 
they find audience favor. 

Dave Harris and his company, 
including three good-looking girl 
dancers and a funny stooge, close 
the show with a bang. Harris 
pleases, as usual, with his demon- 
stration of musician versatility and 
his comedy magic. He and the 
stooge provide a number of clown- 
ing interludes to garner liberal 
laughter returns. There's plenty of 
showmanship manifest in this act. 
‘Roar of the Dragon,’ Pathe News, 
local newsreel and a cartoon com- 
edy-on the screen. A fair house at 
this late evening show. Rees. 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Nice vaude up here this week, 
with plenty of diversity and—more 
important—plenty of fun. A bit un- 
orthodox in that a comedy team, 
Gordon, Reed and King, close the 
show, but okay because building 
throughout. 

Palermo’s dog act, a good example 
of the species, opens the proceedings 
and Ken Whitmer, deucing, sends 
things into a quick tempo. Whitmer 
is one of those musical lads who 
plays about every instrument imagi- 
nable, and most of them well. 

Bob Robison, formerly of Robin- 
son and Pearce, is m. c.’ing the 
show, and shows himself to be a lad 
worth watchnig. He's a snappy 
word slinger, with a good sense of 
humor and a fast give-and-take. 
May sound a bit funny to say that a 
man who was first reviewed by ‘Va- 
riety’ as a new act in 1921, ought to 
be watched. But Robinson seems 
today to have hit a better stride as 
a single comedian than ever before 
and locks to be headed for bigger 
things. ; 

He works here with two men and 
one woman assistants and does very 
well by himself throughout the 
show. In third spot he does a sem- 
blance of an act, and bows off to 
make room for Frances Langford 
(New Acts). . 

Miss Langford is the latest radio 
contribution to vaude. And. wel- 
come, too. She’s a good-looking lass 
(and slim, for a change) with an 
acceptable voice. Her vaude work 
will be helpful to her general radio 
career. 

Gordon, Reed and King, three lads 
who live on mayhem, mop up the 
stage for the close. Probably just 
as well, because nothing short of 
the screen lowering and light dim- 
ming would get them off the stage. 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (Metro) 
is the picture, Milt Franklin, in the 
subway, handles one of those extra 
fancy overtures, there’s a cartoon 
and a Pathe News to fill out. And 
biz none too healthy. Kauf. 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 10. 

Raymond Wilbur, the golf humor- 
ist, opens. Has an elaborate minia- 
ture golf setting as the basis for one 
joke, and for one trick, that of 
driving half a dozen golf balls 
through a small hole. Either his act 
has been cut a lot for this spot or 
that’s a lot of scenery to be pack- 
ing around for that little bit. The 
girl assistant is a great asset. She 
also does a fair novelty dance. 
Wilbur uses a bicycle rim and four 
light ropes for next trick, novel 
hoop-rolling bit. 

Madeline Patrice, advertised as 
protege of the late Caruso, a colo- 
rature soprano, started with ‘Take 
All of Me’; sang ‘Old Man River’ in 
a lively manner that went over 
nicely even with an audience that is 
fed up on river songs. She finished 





with a few of the old favs. Girl has 
a personality that takes. 
‘Four Golden Blondes’ are just 


that and plenty lively. Their radio 
station setup, featured with the at- 
tempt of ‘Kate Smith’ to get the 
moon over the mountain, is their 
best, with the N. Y. stock exchange 
phone board scene running it a close 
second. 

Fred Sanborn, comic who says 
nothing, but with the aid of Judson 
Cole, who does a few sleight-of- 
hand tricks, entertains capably. 
Pair pulled one of the _  slickest 
stooge stunts in a long time. 

Ralph Cooper and his dozen mu- 
sicians, together with a few other 
entertainers, take the crowd tem- 
porarily to Harlem. Three men, 
dressed in Harlem fashion, do some 
rapid steps. It’s a good thing they 
went on first, for when Bessie Dud- 
ley struts her stuff, they are tame. 
She is a combination novelty and 
wiggle dancer, and her costume is 
original though brief. She’s fast on 
her feet. “The Mood Indigo’ was the 
band’s best number. 

Howard Tillotson conducts the 
orchestra in a manner that adds 
much to the enjoyment of the vaude. 
West Masters played an organ solo, 
‘Organ Imitations.’ With ‘Jewel 
Robbery’ (WB) on the screen no one 
noticed the show was three hours 


r ———————— 
FOX, BROOKLYN 


(Continued from page 29) 


dog pantomime without the trainer 
visible. Dogs wear wooden -soled 
shoes which get a laugh as the 
clop about the stage. Three dean 
are worked in a miniature stage set 
with a marionette clown Siving the 
signals; something of a novelty. and 
a Don Juan episode with a 


b 
laugh when the ‘lady’ hauls he 
sweetie through the window, and 
later when he makes his exit with 


only one ghoe on and dropping 
shorts. In spite of this touch we 
good stuff for the youngsters 
Handsomely set and the dogs work 
well, though they have no elaborate 
routines. 

Beth Lewis and Carlyle Bennett 
have a duo which is only 80-so 
leading to the disclosure of a huge 
market basket with Nadine perched 
on top. She goes into a sort of 
tango, and the basket lid is liftea to 
show the line girls with sunflower 
hats. They do a peculiar sort of 
hopping step instead of a dance, 
Rather a perfunctory number. 

Al Bayes and Harvey Speck offer 
the first comedy contribution. A 
little loose dancing, a° good swaying 
bit, and some talk. One of the high- 
lights is ‘President Hoover can't use 
this finger.’ 

‘Why not?’ 

‘Because it's mine.’ 

They stopped laughing at that one 
about the time they changed from 
Arthur to Cleveland for the presi- 
dential name. Very little laughter 
here. 

Finish is a spectacular set with 

the girls impersonating the various 
nationalities and the comedians on 
the stage to tell which is which. Alt 
costumes are. white and silver in the 
Minsky style. One of the best sets 
of costumes in an F-M unit in a 
long time. Broken by a series of 
Russ steps from Lucille and La- 
Verne, who stay up on their toes for 
a difficult routine. Then Miss New 
York and Miss Brooklyn down the 
stairway with the only touch of 
color, and Miss Chicago last on in 
an all-net costume. She's a great 
plug for Chicago. 
Hal Beckett gets them singing in 
his organlog with Fred Mack put- 
ting the oreh through a comedy 
number in which the men walk out 
on him and he and the drummer 
finish off the number. That and a 
singing comedy number give him a 
snappy seven minutes. 


MANCHESTER, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 
In ‘Follow Thru,’ Fanchon & 
Marco have their third and best tab- 
version musical. Work of Joe Pen- 
ner and Olive Olsen, comedy leads, 
deserves the top billing they get. It 
demonstrates that book comedy, 
such as this musical contains, can 
build up to wham proportions bet- 
ter than the vaude variety, if unit's 
initial showing at this house is & 
criterion, 
Running 91 minutes, some tight- 
ening up and elimination of several 
reprises and possibly one chorus tap 
routine: should put ‘Follow Thru’ 
into a b. o. winner. 
Handling the good material that is 
theirs, Penner and Miss Olsen run @ 
close race, with former’s locker room 
scene and latter’s ‘I Wanna Be Bad’ 
routine outstanding. 
Supporting cast is capable. Bill 
Halligan does secondary comedy; 
Helen Wright is a smooth heroins 
and Madeline Sheffield a cute in- 
genue. 
Franklyn Farnum, Dee Loretta, 
Eddie Tamblyn and Alita Duncan 
also ckay. George McKay, brought 
on from New York to handle the 
baton, conducts smoothly under not 
so favorable conditions, 
F&M spent lavishly to costume 
and furnish settings for this one. 
Eddie Prinz credited with dance 
routines, and Colton Cronin did the 
book direction, both under super- 
vision of LeRoy Prinz. 
Unit should get as many, if not 
more, bookings outside of the regu- 
lar F&M route as ‘Desert Song,’ first 
legit version sent out. 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Aug. 15. 

Stage show this week is yes and 
no. With plenty of cash customers 
attracted by the Four Marx Bros. 
in ‘Horsefeathers,’ and all of them 
laugh hounds, this show would be 
a pushover for any act with com- 
edy. As a result the funny acts stop 
the show, while the other type lays 
an egg. Not much money expended 
on this program because the picture 
will draw anyway. But two acts 
deliver plenty. Art Henry with 
Dorothy Martin and Fritz and Jean 
Hubert both prove show stoppers. 
The Huberts have been seen here 
before, but Art Henry hasn't been 
here since the old Temple days. 
Henry has an act that is very good. 
The boy has a sense of production 
that should lead to something in 
the musicals some day. Following 
the Huberts, with their face slap- 
ping, he takes full advantage by 
coming out on the stage for his 
number, and in the first ten seconds 
getting a big laugh and hand sim- 
ply by socking his girl friend. Gag 
was a natural, with the audience 
fully appreciating. 

Weak part of the show itis the or- 








long. 


(Continued on page 61) 
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show, whether ful! or split week 


Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (August 20) 
THIS WEEK (August 13) 


Numerale In connection with bills below iIncd.cate opening day ef 











RKO 








Loew 








YORK CITY Evans & M 
NEW # ns ayer 


Olsen & Johnson R 
(13) 


Arthur Petiey Co 
Walter Walters 
Cass, Mack & Owen 
Ada Brown 
«Billi Robinson Co 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (20) 
Bood & Bood 
Harlan & St John 
Landt 3 & W 
Barry & Whitledge 
Rosette — 
1 


if 
Arthur La Fieur Co 
Herman Hyde 
Harry J Conley Co 
Bud Harris 
Fred Waring’s Orch 
Prospect 

ist half (20-23) 
Billy Rolls & D 
Stepping Out 
Clark & Bergman 
Will J Ward 
Rose's Midgets 

2nd half (24-26) 
3 Small Bros 
(Four to fill) 





Don Santo & B 
Bobby May 
Al Trahan 


KANSAS CITY 
Kelth’s (20) 
Desert Song 
(13) 
3 Cossacks 
June Carr 
Willie West & M 
Baby Rose Marie 
4 Golden Blondes 
LOUISVILLE 
Rialto 


(14-17) 
Hector Co 
Welch & Hill 
Neville Fleeson Co 
Britt Wood 
3 French Misses 
2a half (18-20) 
3 St John Bros 
4 Golden Blondes 
Madeline Patrice 
(Others to fill) 
MEMPHIS 


State 
2a half (18-20) 
Rurlie Ludlow Co 
Alfred Latell 
Withers & Moran 
(Others to fill) 












































m JACK ne te ape 
REALM’ “OF a ‘niverem 
LEDDY “ SMITH 
gnd half (17-19) MINNEAPOLIS 
Dorothy Vinette Co Orpheum (20) 
Lobo 
anaes more | Beene Pets on 
A & M Havel Hobart Bosworth 
Peaches Browning | niinh Cooper Oreb 
ALBANY 13 
Palace Robbins 3 
ist half (20-23) Snoozer Jr 
Bmily Van Losen Murray Lane Co 
Mildre@ H Chaplin | Jordan & Woods 
fon rey Co Roy & Romero Rev 
One to SHVILLE 
2nd half (24-26) RA 
Joe Bell & Sis Princess (14) 
Allen & Canfield Lucas & Lillian 
Mars’ll] Montgomery | Skeets Mayo 
Sisters of Skillet Rube Demarest 
2nd half (17-19) | Roisman Alab’ms 
8 Ft of Rhythm NEW ORLEANS 
Lawrence Gray Keith’s (20) 
Lamb & Bellit Jack Major 
Irvin O’Dunn DeVito & Denny 
Barney Rapp Orch | Rarney Grant 
Stone & Gibbons 
Boston (20) F arere, < Greta 
as ws Cc 
Ten 3) ”—s| Burtie Ludlow & C 
een Int’at’ls Don Galvan 
Kirby & Duval J & K Spangler — 
Ann Pritchard Co | Withers & Moran 
Forsythe Sea’n & F | Great Huber 
Dave Vine OMAHA 
Hilton Sis Keith’s (20) 
Keith's ) Dave Jones & P 
Lya & Wolf BPvans & Mayer 
Chester Fredericks | Don Santo & B 
Ola Lilith Bobby May 
Vie Oliver Al Trahan 
Fred Waring’s Co (13) 
qOne to fill) D’Wolfe M'calfaé F 
(13) Madeline Patrice 
Kate Smith Rev Raymond Wilbert 
Cherry & June Fred Sanborne 
CHICAGO Ralph Cooper Orch 
Palace (20) PROVIDENCE 
3 Cossacks Keith’s (20 
Fred Sanborne Jo M dis 3 ) 
3 & K Lee Y 
Eddie Nelson a ae 
aphne Pollar 
Russ ~~ Or Lawvenee Grey 
St John Bros ey aaa 
Neville Fleeson Co Hitton Sts 
oe tee Fortunello & Cir’ino 
_Larry Rich Rev Cardiff & Wales 
Lake (20) Vanessi Co 
’ Gaston Palmer Jack Muihall 
Murray Lane Co Ola Lilith 
Henry J Kelly & V Mickey McGuire 
Raymond Wilbert ROCHESTER 
Jordan & Woods Keith’s (20) 
Great Huber 3 Victor Girls 
(13) Case & Lehn 
B’galow Sw'thearts| Wally Sharples Co 
Pillard & Hillier Eddie Garr 
OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A 
1560 Broadway 
Thies Week: Ann Gold, Ethel Lowe 
Bob Ripa Otto Gray Co 
ve Harris Rev (13) 
Frances White Gilbert Bros 
Bert Walton Carleton & Ballew 
3 French Misses Carl Shaw 
CINCINNATI Daphne Pollard 
e a. (13) Doc Baker Rev 
this ros 
CLEVELAND asd 
Palace (20) Capite % 
Wills & Davis Ist half (20-23) 
Grace Hayes Dorothy Vinette Co 
Barney Rapp Orch} Allen & Canfield 
(Two to fill) Keller Sis & L 
bd (13) Sammy Cohen 


Hector Co 
Ryan & Noblette 
Renoff, Renova & B 
Eddie Nelson 
Russ Columbo Orch 
105th (20) 

Gilbert Bros 
Faber & Ford 
Dock Baker Rev 
Bert Walton 

(13) 

« France & Lapell 
Scooter Lowry 
Leavitt & Lockwood 
Welch & Hill 
Blanche Calleway O 

DENVER 
Keith’s (20) 
Harris 2&4 L 
Cele Bros 
Jack Dempsey 
Hill & Hoffman 
Princess Wahletka 


(13) 
Dave Jones & P 





Robirnson’s Band 
2nd half (24-26) 
Christensens 
Bud Harris 
(Three to fill) 
2nd half (17-19) 
Model Bakers 
Franks & Irving 
Alice Frohman 
Sully & Thomas 
Lucky Millinder Or 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (20) 
8 Ft Rhythm 
Le Paul 
Welcome Lewis 
lewis & Ames 
Blanche Calloway B 
(13) 
Joe Bell & Sis 
King Bros & Cully 
Wally Sharpless Co 
Sisters of Skillet 


Co 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (18) 

Ben Bernie 

Boswell Sis 

De Marcos 

Eddie Dowling 

Ray Dooley 

Fred Coots 

Art Jarrett 

Nichols Bros 


BOULEVARD 

Ist half (20-23) 
Empire City 6 
Bob Robison 
Casting Stars 
(Two to fill} 

2a half (24-26) 
Cardiai e 
Primrose Semon 
Johnny Tyrell Co 
(Two to fill) 


Orpheum 
Ist haif (20-23) 
4 Hermans 
Mickey Feeley & M 
Angus & Searle 
Nord & Jeannie 
Paddy Cliff Orch 
2nd half (24-26) 
Madie & Ray 
Eddie Hanley 
Carrie & Eddie Rev 
(Two to fill) 
Paradise (19) 
Phil Baker 
Bert Lehr 
Hannah Williams 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Morton Downey 
State (20) 
Harrison & F’her Co 
Buster West 
Borah Minevich Bd 
(Three to fill) 
BROOKLYN 


es 
Ist half (20-23) 
Cardini 
Seed & Austin 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (24-26) 
Geo Lyons 
Nat Haines Co 
Nord & Jeannie 
Casting Stars 
to fill) 
(20) 
Wing Wah T 
Belle Blanche 
Carl Shaw Co 


S Sam 
Al Tucker Orch 





Valencia (19) 
Duponts 
Alex Hyde Orch 
Buck & Bubbles 
Picken Sis 
Herman Timberg 
ASTORIA 


Tribobo 
ist half (20-23) 
Madie & Ray 
Nat Haines Co 
Bobby Randall 
Johnny Tyrell Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half, (24-26) 
Mary Marlone 
Angus & Searle 
Joe Young 
Paddy Cliff Orch 
(One to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Century (20) 
Wilfred DuBois 
Lillian Shade 
Irene Rich 
Milis, Kirk & M 
G Carpentier Co 
BOSTON 
Keith (20) 
Kikutas Japs 
Gordon, Reed & K 
Bernice Claire 
Frisco 
Billy Wells & 4 F 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (20) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
4 Step Brothers 
Hilton & Garon 
Zelaya 
Abe,Lyman Orch 
MEMPHIS 


- Loow’s (20) 
Withers & Moran 
Alf Latell 
Burlie Lrdlow Co 

ONTREAL 

Loew's (20) 
Billie DeLorme 
Meryle & Lane 
Stan Kavanagh 
Johnny Berkes 
Rita Royce Co 

PALISADES 

Loew's (20) — 
Crandall’s Co 
Geo Everett 
Aerial Cromwells 


Herb Williams 
(Five to fill) 


Four Filushers 
Ducalion 
Joe Rose 
Corinne 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (19) 
‘Chains’ I 
Gold & Raye 
Paul Mall 
Frank Stever 
Karels & Kay 
Georgene*& Henry 
Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND 
Oakland (19) 
‘Star Gazing’ I 
Wally Vernon 
Athenas 
Wallin & Barnes 
Muriel eg 
Collenette En 
PHIL ADELPHIA 
Fox (19) 
‘Chicago Fairest’ 
Bayes & Spegk 
Nadine 
Russian C Co 
Beth Lewis 
Carlyle Bennett 
Lucille & LaVerne 
Chicago Fairest 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (18) 
‘Sweet and Lovely’ 
Blanche Sweet 
C & C Stroud 
Ch'berlin & Himes 
Loc Lorraine 
Al Rinker 
Catchalots 


‘Follow Thruw’ 
Joe Penner 





Olive Olson 


——e—e— 


Eddie Tamblyn 
Mac Harris 
Helen Wright 
Bill Halligan 
Franklyn Farnum 
Jerry Rose 
Dee Loretta 
Madeline Sheffield 
Alita Duncan 
Barl Maestro 
SEATTLE 
5th Ave. (19) 
Flo Lewis 
Pasquali Bros 
O’Connor Fam 
Gaylene Sis 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (19) 
‘Happiness Show’ I 
Eddie Peabody 
Jessie Draper 
Jack & Jerry 
Joy Boys 
Mary & Marge 
Martha Vaugn 
Tom & Hank 
TORONTO 
Imperial (20) 
Trixie Friganza 
Moro & Yaconelli 
Stadler Rose 
Paul Howard 
Bunny Bronson 
Ina Ray 
Mark Pepper 
Keene Twins 
Ken Syner 
Victor Griffin 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (18) 
‘Ubangi’ I 
Gilda Gray 
Roy Cummings 
Florence Robertson 
Fields & Bell 
Crosby Bro 





LONDON 





e 
Canterbury M. H. 
lst half (15-17) 
Alec Halls & Page 
Dancing Middies 

2a half (18-20) 
E & E Franklin 
Chick Elliott 

New Victoria 
Massed Bd Show 

Victoria Palace 
Ted Ray 
Lydia Diaz 
Derickson & Brown 
Tiny Mite & Welf'd 
3 Bonos 
Sen Murphy 
Miller & Wilson 
5 Ziganos 
Gsovsky’s Ballet 


Week of Aug. 15 


KILBURN 
Grange 
Paul Grey 
Helene & Penards 
Mamie Soutter 
MILE END 


Empire 
Ist half (15-17) 
Alice Melville 
Co as booked 
2a half (18-20) 
4 Dancing Middies 
Alec Halls & Page 
NEW CROSS 


: Kinema 
7 Royal Hindustans 

Haif & Escoe 
OLD KENT ROAD 

Astoria 





Clapham & Dwyer 


Barbette 








TOM, DICK 





OPENED ON 


a Fanchon & Marce Tour 
Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 


and HARRY 











WARNER 





EZEGISEE 
Ritz 


ist half (19- ry 
Delores, Eddy & 
Masters & Gautter 
(Three to fill) 

2nd half (23-26) 
4 Carlton Bros 
/ Hibbert & Hartman 
(Three to fill) 

lst balf (12-15) 
Keo, Taki & Yoki 
Joe Young Co 
Giersdorf Sis 
Kramer & Boyle 
Christensons 

2nd half (16-18) 
Loma Worth 
Burns & Durkin 
Ray Hughes & P 


D 


Rev Youth 
PHILADELPHIA 
Karle (19) 


Dance ‘Olympics 





Leon Navarra 
Ray Hughes & P 
Hutchins & Smith 
Bert Lyte!ll Co 
Jack ns Co 


Case Bros & M 
2 Delivery B 
Bob Carney Co 
Mae -Desmond 
Vie Oliver 
Billy Wells & 4 F 
Walter C Kelly 
Geoige Andre Co 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (19) 
Bred wins 
Lewis Mack Co 
Nick Lucas 
Stanley 2 
(12) 
Pirate Queens 
Leon Navarra 
Bert Lytell 
Al K Hall Co 





Fanchon & Marco 








BROOKLYN 
Fox (26) 

Rhapsody in R I 
Betty Fraser 
Paul Sydell & 8 
Johnny Bryant 
Crawford & Caskey 
Markert Ens 
Foster & Van 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (26) 
‘Hello Paree> 
Lyn Cowan & Co 
Ramon & Virginia 
Rochier & Grace 
Sunkist Ens 


BUFFALO 
Baffalo (20) 
‘Mystery’ I 
Michon Bros, 
Du Val 
Wynn Wayne 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (19) 
‘Birthday Party’ 
Sylvia Clark 
Lassiter Bros 
Morgan & Stone 
Robby Kuhn 
Sylvia Sharp 
Sunkist Ens 
Uptewn (19) 
‘Rookies’ I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Irwin & McAvoy 
Dancing Doughboys 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (20) 


‘Star Night’ I 
Betty Compson 
Danny Beck 
Consuelo Gonzales 
Paul Jones 
Steve Savage 
Anna Chang 
Judy & Cheron 
Julian Hall 
Dorothy June~ 
DES MOINES 
Paramount (19) 
‘Charlie Foy’s B’ 
Maxine Lewis 


[Olga & Mishka 


Balalaika 
Flaschette 
Tudy 
Virginia Peck 





Porcelain Romance 


La Verne 





HOLLYWoopD 

Pantages (18) 
Teddy Joyce 
Ben Turpin 
Walter Hiers 
‘Snub’ Pollard 
Lamberti 
Blossom Sis 
Mary Miles 
Cathleen Bessette 
Joyce & Gary 

NG BEACH 

Fox-West (19) 
‘Hearts of B’way’ 
Vera Gordan 
Sidney Page Co 
4 Juggling Normans 
Max Learner 
Nadje Gordon 
Torney Ens 

LOS ANGELES 
Loew's State (19) 
‘On the Riviera’ 
Conchita Mont’gro 
Red Donahue & U 
Edwin George 
Lottie Mayer Jr 
Agnes Knox 
Sunkist Ens 

MADISON 


Holland & Knight 
Deszo Retter 
Wilton Crawley 
Rudy Kaye 
Petch & Deauville 
Janice Walker 
Sunkist Ens 
MEMPHIS 
State (19) 
‘Veils’ I 
Zelda Santley 
Roy Rogers 
Conrad's Pigeons 
E1dna Errico 
Madlin@é Schmid 





BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Jack Payne Bd 
CLAPTON 


Rink 
Ist half (15-17) 
E & E Franklin 
Chick Elliott 
2d half (18-20) 
Carlyle & Navarro 
Alice Melville 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Rusty & Shine 
Rome & Romane 


FINSBURY PARK 
Astoria 


Max Miller 
Keith Gerrard 


Mito 3 
ERSMITH 
Palace 
Jack Hart Bd 


Wolkowsky & L 
PECKHAM 


Palace 
Leo Sax 3 
Christopher & Col 
Tower 


3 Australian Boys 

Albert & Renee 

SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 


Massed Bd Show 


Midget Gladiators 
Cal & Nona Kay 
STREATHAM 
Asteria 
Wolkowsky & L 
Rosa Pinkerton 


Leslie Pearce 
TOTTENHAM 





Palace 
Selkirk & Glyn 
Johnnie Walker 








PROVINCIAL 





BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 


p Egan Redheads 


Morris & Marr 

Stratton & Stett 

Lucienne & Ashour 

Henry Hearty 

Daros 

BOURNEMOUTH 
ent 


Reg: 
i'ou Rico Bd 
CARDIFF 
Capitel 
Keith Wilbur 
Lionel Falkman 
DUBLIN 
Capitol 
Geraldo Tango Or 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
4 Aces of Air 


Week of Aug. 15 


NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
Teon & Kiki 
Varney & Butt 
Sam Barton 
Tessa Deane 
Power & Bendon 
Charladies 
Somers & Fell 
aramourt 
Enid Ralph 
SWANSEA 
Empire 
Souston Sis 
Flanagan & Allen 
Gertrude Concann'n 
Fred Sylvestre 
Mr Thomas 
Allen & Gordon 
Tomio & Val 





Strool 





Cabaret Bills 





Central P’k Casino 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Club Calais 


Jean Malin 

Lew Garcia 
Francis Dunn 
Arthur Budd 
Colleen Adams 
Enters & Borgia 


Orch 


Connie’s inn 
Raron Lee Orch 
J’zzlips Richardson 
3 Little Words 
Alice Joyce 
Cora Green 
Baby Cox 
Glennie Cheesmanp 
Paul Meeres 





Merna Fortune 

Sunkist Ens | 
MILWAUKEE i 
Wisconsin (19) 

Ted Lewis Bd 


Dixie 4 ; | 
C ‘Snowball’ W't'er | 
Eether Pressman 


Elsie McLeod 
Doris Deane 
Baby Jane 
Mildred Gaye 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (19) 
‘Impressions’ I 
Natacha Nattova 


|} Bon Bon Buddies 


| Peaches 


Lois Deppe 
Willie Jackson 


Cotton Chub 
Aida Wara 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkine 
& Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 


Enoch Light Orch 


NEW YORK CITY 


H’llyw’d Restaur’t 
Tommy Tucker Or 
Barron Judeth 
Faith Bacon 
Andre 4 

4 Climax’s 

Theo Thane 

John Walsh 


Nut Club 
4 Eton Boys 
Nutsy Fagan 
Vie Dunne 
Joan Sennett 
Walsh Bros 
Billie Lane 
La Belle PRoese 
3 Crane Sis 
3 Taylor Sis 
Casper & Lake 
Bobbie Tremaine 
Cook Sis 
La Belle Rose 





Picture Theatres S 


‘Guilty as Hell’ 
Uptown (12) 
Eddie Peabody 
Jeasie Draper 
Jack & Jerry 
Mark Fisher 
What Price ‘H'l'd’ 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (12) 
Norma Talmadge 
George Jessel 
Burns & Allen 
June McLoy 

3 Rhythm Boys 


Rubdine® i. BUFFALO 
‘War Correspond’t e 
BROOKLYN Buffalo (12) 
Paramount (12) Bernardo De Pace 
Eddie Lowry Rerl " 
Lillian Roth Skyscraper Souls 
Mitchel & Durante DETROIT 
Fowler & Tamara Fisher (12) 
Fred Keating Bret Wood 


B & J Pearson 
3 White Flashes 
Olive Sibley 

‘Jewel Robbery’ 


‘War Correspond't’ 

CHICAGO 
Oriental (12) 
Ted Lewis Co 








Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 


Honey Maye 
Frankie Freda Or 


Riviera 


Harry Fox Bobby Sawyer 
Dorothy Dell el Ast wood 


Lita Lope 

Val Vestoff 

Jane Dunlap 

Fileen Clewley 

Helen Sheidon 

Mildred & Maurice 
Rassian Arts 

Joe Morantz Orch 

Renee & Laura 

Nickolas Hadarick 

Rarra Birs 

Misha Usanoff 
Taft Grill 

Geo Hall Orch 
Village Barn 

Reilly & Comfort Pavillion Royal 

Pope & Thompson 'Guy Lombardo Orch 


CHICAGO 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


Alma Smith 
Crockett M’'tneers 
Ted Faith & Kris 
Emily Day 

Babs Perkins 
Sh'riff J’sh Meddert 
B’shf'l H’k Warrer 
Teddy Black Orch 


Hunte: Isle Inn 
Geo Owen Orch 
Buddy Kennedy 
Kerr R'usseaus & K 
Edith Griffith 
Kentucky 2 





Weston Vaughn 
Ted Weems Orch 


The Dells 
Irene Stanley Sophie Tucker 
Stanley Jacobson Collette Sis 


Dusty Rhodes 
Emil DeSolvi 
Harlan Hassburg 
Marshall Sosson 
Chas Agnew Orch 
Lincoin Tavern 
Andrea Marsh 
‘Red’ Ingle 
Country Washburn 
Parker Gibbs 
Elmo Tanner 


Accidental Stars 


JI & J Walton 

Marie Peterson Co 

Gus Arnheim Orch 
Vv Fair 


Earl Rickard 
Lillian Barnes 
Castens Libby & K 
Ward Sis 

Joe Finley 

Mary Vanda Girls 
Eddie South Orch 
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tions in plenty as to what quality 
about a new radio favorite ac- 
counted for this popularity. 

The networks have found out 
that unknowns or _ well-knowns 
can’t be forced into public con- 
sciousness. 

Those that ‘arrive,’ of course, 
usually have something on the ball. 
Those who are groomed and ex- 
ploited for radio fame are also forti- 
fied by an unquestioned amount of 
talent, else the broadcasters 
wouln’t bother with them in the 
first place. But in the final analy- 
sis, their acceptance rests with a 
public whose mixed tastes can’t be 
gauged by any rule or measure. 

The best answer is that there 
has been no smash radio click in 
the first eight months of 1932. No- 
body has come across the ethereal 
horizon approaching the bigness of 
a Kate Smith, Crosby, Vallee, Amos 
’n’ Andy, Rise of the Goldbergs. 
They, along with Columbo, Downey, 
Bernie, or any of the others are 
holdovers from previous radio years. 


The new Ed Wynns, Richman, 
Bennys, Cantors, Jessels, Lom- 
bardos, et al, who have achieved 


sizeable radio reputations current- 
ly and in the past are not essential- 
ly ‘radio-made.’ They come from a 
field of stage endeavor where they 
established themselves to the de- 
gree that radio commercials bought 
them for their ‘name’ value. 


Not so the Vallees, Crosbys, 
Smiths and _ other scintillating 
ethereal satellites. They were 


‘made’ first and last by radio and 
thence became valuable to the 
stage for personal appearances. 


Possible Exception 


An exception may be Burns and 
Allen who, while vet vaude troupers, 
have achieved fame because of the 
mike. And they did radio work 
prior to ’32. Walter Winchell was 
a journalistic name whose reputa- 
tion was carried in printer’s ink, 
so radio again can’t be credited for 
‘making’ him. 


Futile Efforts 


There are instances galore or 
radio's futile efforts to ‘make’ stars. 
The best answer is the NBC's de- 
cision to abandon both in Chicago 
and latterly in New York the elab- 
orate band booking department un- 
der Ed Scheuing’s direction. 

Save for Whiteman, Buddy Rog- 
ers, Russ Columbo and B. A. Rolfe, 
NBC isn’t fooling with any band 





Paramount Grill | 
Beth Challis 
H'ly’w Collegians 
Melba Mason 
Oscar Grogan 
Julie Jenner 

Rainbow Ian 
Chris Pender 
Selma King 





Leitha Hill 
Dos Redman Oreh 


Rudolph & Chicita 
Al Goidman 


| groomings. 
| radio, 


|done nothing for Whiteman. 


Incidentally, Whiteman 
another instance of 
while helping to bring his 
to the hinterland, having 
His 
own tours, phonograph records and 
reputation brought more to the 
ether than vice versa. 

Rogers brought a screen juvenile | 


illustrates 


music 


31 





reputation into the band field but 
ne has yet to substantially click 
with the air listeners via his dance 
orchestra. Rolfe, of course, while 
highly exploited via the ether, is a 
veteran on the air as he is in show 
business generally. Columbo is also 
a holdover from last year's radio 


favs. 

Right now an assortment of 
singers and m. c.’s are in the proc- 
ess of elaborate build-ups. Some 
have already achieved penciling in 
for fall commercials, but apart 
from the fact that many are recog- 
nizeable names with past reps on 
the stage, screen or phonograph 
records, none of the newcqmers 
among the following has clicked to 
any superlative degree on the radio. 

It evidences unquestionably that 
it’s getting to be tougher than ever 
to ring the air bell for wow results, 
although one or two are beginning 
to make regional impressions such 
as Georgie Price. But he’s yet too 
locally known. 

Being Built Up 

Some of those in the process of 
being built up are Sid Garry, Jay 
C. Flippen, Gene Austin, Cliff Ed- 
wards, Pickens - Sisters, William 
Hall, Tito Guizar, Donald Novis, 
Art Jarrett, Harry Barris, et al. 
Some of these just haven't con- 
nected despite the most intensive 
plugging, while others are hoping 
for that commercial which'll take 
the station off the nut for its in- 
vestment. 

There are others who have had 
their vogue in the past and some 
of whom are still current such as 
Vaughn de Leath, Wendell Hall 
(when the ‘Red Headed Music 
Maker’ was such a rage), Little 
Jack Little (back again for a once- 
over-lightly), Amos 'n’ Andy, The 
Rise of the Goldbergs, Mills Bros., 
et al. 

There are also current commercial 
program favorites such as Ruth 
Etting, Nat Shilkret, Sisters of the 
Skillet, Stoopnagie and Budd, 
George Olsen, Jack Benny and 
Ethel Shutta, Arthur Tracy (The 
Street Singer). 

"31 Was Big Year 

One accounting for the name 
drought given by network impres- 
arios is that radio has already ex< 
hausted itself of every type of mike 
performer possible. Loudspeaker 
addicts through 1931 were flooded 
with every style of tenor, baritone, 
coon-shouter, lowdown moaner of 
the blues, crooner, male sopranos, 
female tenors, operatic virtuosos, 
seat singers, and whatnot. What 
can follow would only be, they say, 
a slight, and very slight variation at 
that, of what was ushered in 
through 1931. That year, say the 
ether impresarios, will go down as 
radio’s golden age of talent. 

Next to come into their own, it is 
predicted, will be the writers and 
production directors, Radio has in 
most of its progressions been paral- 
leling the development of motion 
picture, the focusing of attention on 
the continuity and program con- 
fectors, point out the forecasters, 
will come as an inevitable new 
twist in the cycle. 


Hollywood 
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to manager of Warner studio's per- 
sonnel department. Takes over 
Rufe LeMaire’s duties. Maxwell 
Arno confined strictly to casting. 
Logan on ‘Sing Sing’ 
Dialog on Warner's ‘Sing Sing’ 
will be directed by Stanley Logan. 





Nichols with Bachman 

George Nichols goes from Para- 
mount as film editor to J. G. Bach- 
man as production supervisor. 

Double Megging 

Warners’: ‘The Match King,’ story 
of Ivan Krueger, will be donpble- 
megged by Howard Bretherton and 
William Keighly. 

Radio’s New Sound 

Radio will rush installation of 

RCA’s improved recording system. 


Noah Beery-F&M 
Noah Beery wiJl be ir an F&M 
unit Sept. 1. Will sing three songs. 


For Sidney Foxe 
Initial starrer for Sidney Foxe at 
U will be ‘Next Door to Heaven, 
by Edward Luddy. 


Radio’s School Talent 
Talent search through’ summer 


college dramatic schools by Albert 
Lovejoy resulted in eight potential 
candidates for Radio. Eest pros- 


pects will be tested. 
Kid Substitution 
Radio may substitute for Dickfe 
Moore in ‘Little Orphan Annie,’ due 
to delay in starting the picture and 
need for young Moore on his home 





lot, Roach, for an ‘Our Gang’ pic- 
ture. 


mat 
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$2 VARIETY ian TIMES SQUARE Tuesday, August 16, 1932 


East 


Libby Holman is out on $25,000 
bail on representation she is short- 
ly to become a mother. Held on a 
direct murder charge of her hus- 
band, S. Smith-Reynolds, of the 
tebacco family of that name. 

George D. Phelan, charged with 
having stolen $695,000 from J. S. 
Bache & Co., who employed him as 
a clerk, tells that most of the sum 
went to Broadway night clubs and 
speaks the past 11 years. 











Walter Lowenfels, who some time 
ago charged that ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
was plagiarized from his ‘U. S. A. 
with Music,’ has brought suit for 
an accounting against George Jean 
Nathan, George S. Kaufman, Morrie 
Ryskind, George Gershwin, Ira 
Gershwin, Irving Berlin, A. A. Knopf 
and others. Tells Federal court 
they have made between $750,000 
and $1,000,000 from the show. 





Six Lathers fined for nude bathing 
at 3 a.m. at Kings Point, L. I. 
Charge was using the beach after 
hours and the fines were $5 a head. 





Walter Hampden to go out again 
in ‘Cyrano’ starting in Westchester 
Oct. 1. Plans to close in Brooklyn 
May 27. Will switch to ‘Hamlet’ 
and ‘Caponsacchi’ for spring dates. 





Authors’ Fund loans up 25% and 
hard put to meet the demands for 
relief. 





Charles Hunt, Shubert play 
reader, buys ‘In 24 Hours,’ by Wil- 
liam David. Plans production in 
November. 





Mrs. Juliet "Barrett Rublee has 
gone to Mexico to witness the show- 
ing of her picture, ‘Flame of 
Mexico.’ 





Cleve Brandel, one of the attrac- 
tions at Hubert’s museum, badly in- 
jured Tuesday (9) when his at- 
tendant became confused in the 
traffic and dropped him. Brandel 
has no hands and webbed feet and 
is dependent upon his caretaker. 
Latter was taking him home. 





« Paul Green, who wrote ‘In Abra- 
ham’s Bosom,’ now on advisory 
board of Repertory Playhouse Asso- 
ciates, little theatre movement. 





Friends hear that Pauline Garon 
Ils coming home from Paris. 





Peggy Fears’ first production, 
“Nona,’ goes into rehearsal today 
hd with Lenore Ulric in the 





Bide Dudley has another play. 
This one is’ ‘I Love You.’ To be 
tried by the Croton players. Ru- 
dolph Lotha adaptation. 


M. H. Tillitt in his ‘Price of Pro- 
hibition’ asserts that bootleggers 
have taken $19,000,000,000 profits 
since prohibition. 








Greta Garbo makes application in 
the Swedish courts to change her 
name from Gustafsson to her’! film 
designation. ‘ 





_ Fake dry raiders went through the 
motions on the New York Belvedere 
roof last week, but when they sug- 
gested they could settle for $2,000, 
spot cash, cops were called and the 
fakers pinched. Belvedere is the 
continuation of the Villa d’Este, 
which took a rap. 





Ben Stein made gen. for 


mer. 
Brown & Henderson. 





_ Post office rules that stickers for 
repeal of the 18th amendment may 
be affixed to the backs of envelopes 
but net on the address side. Con- 
tent not held illegal. 

Herman Shumilin to try out the 
Spewack comedy in Newark Sept. 5. 
Not yet cast. 





Sam Warshawsky’s play, ‘Pagan 
Fury,’ to be tried out in Sharen, 
Corfn., Aug. 29. 





Armon von Browsky arraigned 
before Magistrate Dodge in night 
eourt last week on charge.of shoot- 
ing at Stephen Jensen from the 
window of a boat club, at City Island. 
Von Browsky pleaded guilty, ex- 
plaining that Jensen had annoyed 
him by practicing on his cornet. 
Further explained he used blank 
cartridges. Judge dismissed case. 





June Shepard, dancer, removed to 
New York hospital from hotel last 
week suffering from blindness, due, 
she says, to drinks in a Broadway 
speak. Felt ill after leaving the 
place, and vision failed when she 
got to her room. 

_—_-_— 

Cowboys in Zack Miller’s Wild 
West used pop songs instead of cow- 
boy laments in the show. Copy- 
right owners given $500 each, to- 
gether with $100 attorneys’ fees and 








| claim compromised for less than 
$5,000. Grew out of failure to bring 
over the Russian ‘Ballet. Reswick 
istill has suits pending against 
Theodore Dreiser and All-Russian 
Ballet, Inc. 








Billy Watson announces revival of 
his Beef Trust burlesque show. 
Plans to invade Broadway, and will 
play himself. 





Gluck Sandor got the job of stag- 
ing the dances for ‘Vanities’ when 
Metro gave Sammy Lee a contract. 





Dunninger, the magician, went 
after a press stunt last week when 
he dared Wilhelmine Werner to 
produce a ghost which he could not 
top with a Better one produced by 
artificial means. Seance was held 
in one of the upper floors of the 
Empire State building. Miss Wer- 
ner failed to come through, so Dun- 
ninger did a parlor trick and the 
party was over. 





Ruth Chatterton and Charlotte 
Susa, latter German film star, ar- 
rived in New York last week from 
abroad. 





Earl Carroll caught Frank Mor- 
gen in Grand Central station last 
week just as he was heading for 
Hollywood. Signed him for two 
years for unspecified plays and 
then Morgan hopped the train for 
some cleanup work in the studio. 
Back next month. 





Mrs. Harrie Merrill Seff has in- 
stituted divorce proceedings against 
her husband, Manuel, publicity man 
and playwright, They were married 
in 1925. 





Court clerk in Winston-Salem an- 
nounces that Libby Holman has 
failed to qualify as administrator of 
estate of her late husband, who ap- 
parently died intestate. Law re- 
quires application within 30 days. 
None was made. 





Fritz Lieber, Jr., son of the actor, 
and himself a former player in his 
father’s company, was inducted as 
lay reader in Christ Church, Mid- 
dletown, N. J., last week. 





Pucini Grand Opera Co., which 
has been giving performances in 
Bryant Park, hopeful of municipal 
opera in New York next season. 





‘Folies Bergere’ will use Castle 
theatre, Long Beach, N, Y., for its 
tryout. 





Ed Wynn will continue his week- 
ly radio broadcast. Tour will be 
limited to reaching distance from 
New York and he will come in each 
Tuesday. No performances those 
evenings, but extra mats, on Fri- 
days. 





Mamaroneck grocer obtains a 
judgment in White Plains, N. Y., 
against Ethel Barrymore for $597 
worth of groceries. Bill has been 
running since 1929. 





Screencraft, indie, starts produc- 
tion of ‘Hotel Variety’ at the Fox 
N. Y. studio. 





Jose Ruben, who helped adapt 
‘Cat and Fiddle,’ directed the show 
and played a part, will be out of the 
cast for two or three weeks to stage 
‘Finale’ for the Berkshire Players, 
Stockbridge, Mass. Laurette Tay- 
lor will be the featured player there. 





They don’t throw pop bottles in 
Nicaragua. Recent close decision 
by the umps in Granada vs. Mana- 
gua gave the decision to the latter. 
Granada has taken an appeal to the 
Supreme Court. 





Ward Green's first novel, ‘Cora 
Potts,’ to be made into a drama, 





John Colton is revamping the last 
act of his ‘Saint Wench,’ which 
Peggy Fears is producing with 
Helen Menken. 





Strong rumor that George Jessel 
will go to work for Jed Harris 
presently. Play is ‘Salt of the 
Earth,’ by Bernard Schoenfeld, 





Mary Hay said to be considering 
a Paris divorce from David Bath, 
radio and theatrical man. Says 
they only love each other when 
apart. Former wife of Dick Bar- 
thelmess. 





WINS (Hearst) radio station in 
New York to broadcast all nabe 
theatre bills at 6:45, classifying 
them by -sections for the con- 
venience of the tuner-inner. Not 





costs of $34.24 by Pittsburgh court. 





Suit of William Reswick against 
Otto Kahn dropped in White Plains. 
Settled out of court. A $300,000 
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Acrobatic act of the Three Fal- 
cons crashed on Steel Pier, Atlantic 
| City, Aug. 12. Irene Berger died a 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from adaily paper. 
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few hours later, and Mrs. Roxie La- 
Rosa is believed fa.ally hurt. Her 
husband, Orville LaRosa, was less 
seriously injured. Miss Berger fell 
while doing a’ slide. 





James E. Kenny and Joseph 
Levitt have formed a’ producing 
firm. Will be known as Kensalt 
Producing Co. Plan four produc- 
tions. 





Vicki Baum’s ‘Life Goes On’ due 
in at the Golden theatre early in 
November, 





Mark Linder is trying to talk 
Sally O'Neill into heading his new 
musical farce, ‘Triplets.’ 





Otto Harbach will slick up ‘Du- 
barry’ for Mrs. Joseph Leblang be- 
fore it goes into production. 





Fred Stone to bring ‘Smiling 
Faces’ to Broadway. New songs 
have been added. 





Local 96, Moving -Picture Ma- 
chine operators of Worcester, Mass., 
follow the New York lead on a 
smaller scale. Distributing flyers 
presenting their side of the strike 
against the Arthur theatres to the 
public. Main argument is that the- 
atres have not paid local taxes to 
the city. 





Calliopes barred in Massena, N. Y. 
Also bars the carnivals they usually 
herald. Takes too much money out 
of town these times. 


Marjorie Whittington, former 
showgirl, arrested in Wrentham, 
Mass., Sat. (13), charged with stab- 
bing James Gillis, of New York, in 
the back with an icepick. Formal 
charge is intoxication and disorderly 
conduct. Row occurred in a sum- 
mer cottage at Lake Archer. 








Gene Fowler back in town and 
working on the Billy Rose projected 
production of ‘The Great Magoo’ 
which he and Ben Hecht authored. 





Al Shean, Marx Bros.’ uncle, will 


go into ‘Varnish,’ by George L. 
Spalding. Shean will angel as well 
as act. 





James Cagney a possibility for 
‘The Great Magoo’ if the matter of 
his WB contract can be compro- 
mised. Breached contract prevents 
stage as well as screen engage- 
ments. 





Philip N. Faversham, son of Wil- 
liam Faversham, to make his pro- 
fessional debut in ‘Another Lan- 
guage.’ For the Chicago co. 





Jack Dempsey may go actor- 
manager. Has a couple of scripts 
and the yen to act. 





Otis Skinner reported to be con- 
sidering “The Nobel Prize,’ Scandi- 
navian play, as a starring vehicle. 
Lawrence Langer owns the Ameri- 
can rights and will make the ven- 
ture if he can find someone to split 
the costs with him. 





Jimmy Walker week-ending at A. 
C. Blumenthal’s Westchester home, 
spread his host’s name across the 
Saturday (13) afternoon page ones 
when he declined an interview and 
left it up to Blumey to address the 








press. 
Isabel Kelly, dancer, awarded 
$2,026 damages in Los Angeles 


against Roy Rust for injuries re- 
ceived in auto accident, 





Presentation of insufficient evi- 
dence in Los Angeles Superior 
Court brought dismissal of R. L 
Bledsoe’s and H. B. Bagley’s $5,000 
suit against J. Charles Davis and 
bis wife, Marilyn Mills, and the 
Davis-Mills counter suit for $10,000. 
Suits resulted from attempt to 
establish a motion picture colony at 
Presidio, Tex. 





Jack Dempsey told Joe Levy, 
fight promoter, he will meet an un- 
named opponent Labor Day at 
Tijuana, 





C. William Kolb, Kolb and Dill, 
is asking on behalf of the team 
$32,000 damages from the Gilmore 
Oil Co.,, San Francisco, on claim 
that defendant broke a radio con- 
tract. e 





treasurer of 
San Pedro, 


William Savage, 
Warner theatre at 
robbed of $1,500. 





Realism in scene for Columbia's 
‘That’s My Boy’ cracks rib and 
knocks Richard Cromwell senseless. 





Rudolf Friml, composer, has made 
settlement out of court in Los An- 





geles in the $48,000 suit brought by 


brought in Los Angeles by Jesse 
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Emily L. Baruch, grandmother of 
Friml’s daughter, Marie Lucille, 20. 
Mrs. Baruch claimed she _ spent 
amount in rearing and educating the 
girl. 





Russell D. Plummer, saxophonist, 
filed cross suit in Los Angeles in 
divorce proceedings brought against 
him by Doiothy Day, actress. 





By vote of 960 to 52, residents of 
Lynwood (Los Angeles suburb) ap- 
proved construction of dog racing 
track, 





Joseph Finger, European legit 
producer, following staging of his 
‘Married Love’ at the California, 
has cabled his Paris representative 
that his future home office will be 
Los Angeles. 





Claude Williams and Sam Clarke, 
racing dog owners, denied freedom 
on contempt charge for failure to 
testify in gambling trial of Culver 
City, Cal, racing officials. Five 
days, 





Mary Akin, wife of Edwin Carewe, 
is expecting October visit of stork 
at her home in Beverly Hills. 





James J. Jeffries, former heavy- 
weight, filed application to build 
amusement center and dog racing 
track at Burbank, Cal. Phil Bo- 
land, with Los Angeles and eastern 
money, also wants to build. 





Prohibition repeal and bill sanc- 
tioning racing will go on November 
baltot in California. 





Gordon Wiles, Hollywood pro- 
ducer, contributes $100 to stickups 
in ’Frisco, - 





George Bancroft and Gov. Balzer 
lead bucket brigade that stamps out 
fire threatening state fish hatchery 
near Verdi, Nev. 


Life of Fred W. Enderly, Los An- 
geles, saved when his daughter-in- 
law, formerly Pearl Eaton, stage, 
gave her blood for transfusion. 








Los Angeles Municipal court or- 
ders Norman Kerry to pay $800 note 
signed in favor of Agua Caliente Co. 
for gambling debts, Also, $112 in- 
terest and $75 attorney fees, Kerry 
contended note illegal, 





Dorothy Lee did not conduct wild 
parties, she told his honor in Los 
Angeles Municipal court. Miss Lee 
was sued for $375 for damage to 
furniture in Malibu home _ she 
rented. 





Virginia Frayser, 21, and blonde, 
selected as Los Angeles’ entrant in 
Paramount’s hunt for a ‘Panther 
Woman.’ Three thousand entries 
in contest. 





Los Angeles municipal ‘court ruled 
Eddie Brandstatter must stand trial 
on charge of stealing furnishings 
from Hollywood Montmartre cafe. 
Formerly managed it. 





Fearing that in* case of a blaze 
fire-eaters might be scratched, Los 
Angeles fire commission ordered 
baroder wire fence around Estelle 
Taylor’s estate knocked down. 





Robert Ewing Morrow, husband 
of Mary Elizabeth Swinnerton, 
daughter of artist James, suing for 
annulment of marriage. 





Claiming that he is broke and 
that his Paradise ranch didn’t 
make enough tv feed the fish, Noah 
Beery was discharged as an $82 
judgment debtor by Los Angeles 
municipal court. 





Olive Anthony is suing in Los 
Angeles municipal court to collect 
$877 from estate of Maurice De 
Mond, former president of Break- 
fast club, for alleged detective serv- 
ices. 





Of the $3,500,000 estate left by the 
late Ellen Scripps, of the Scripps 
newspaper family, $100,000 goes to 
Scriprs college, Pomona, Calif.; 
$150,000 to University of California, 
$300,000 to Scripps Metabolic Insti- 
tute, La Jolla, Calif, 





Marilyn Miller returns to N. Y. 
Tuesday (16) for Sam Harris pro- 
duction, written by Herbert Fields 
and Cole Porter. First she may ap- 
pear in revival of ‘Sally.’ 





Ralph Spence, writer, defendant 
in $156,000 breach of contract suit 


Weil, independent producer, 





Acid used by Gladys Woodall, 
blues singer, in suicide attempt in 
Los Angeles, 





Damages of $10,800 asked by Ver- 


auto accident in Los Angeles. Sec 
ond escapade for young Menjo r 
whose femme companion was killed 
in more recent accident, 





Marionette shows given by Monro 
Augur have puppets as likenesses of 
screen players. 





Joe Schenck has made George 
Schilling his assistant and business 
manager of Caliente Jockey Club, 





Declaring collapse of First Na. 
tional bank of Beverly Hills had 
wiped out fortune of $750,000, Rich. 
ard L. Hargreaves, former president, 
and husband of Helen Ferguson, 
actress, has filed bankruptcy peti. 
tion in U. 8S. District court, Log 
Angeles. 





Inebriation given by Janet Ma. 
loney Taylor, actress, as reason for 
asking divorce from Justus Law--e 
rence Taylor. Granted in Los An- 
geles Superior Court. 





Ralph Forbes granted divorce 
from Ruth Chatterton at Minden, 
Nev. Miss Chatterton’ married 
George Brent, actor, in east the next 


Mid-West 


Disappearing Mike Potson, owner 
of Colosimo’s Cafe, Chicago, sur- 
rendered to Federal men. They 
wanted him following a raid that 
didn’t produce him. He posted 
$5,000 bond. 











Culver Military Academy alumni ° 
marched to the Palace, Chicago, to 
see ‘Tom Brown of Culver’ (U). 





At the age of 90 Old Lil, an ele- 
phant in the Cincinnati Zoo, will 
become the first pensioned pachy- 
derm in America. For 26 years the 
beast carried Cincinnati kids for 
their big thrill ride. 





Withholding alimony to regain 
the affections of an ex-wife is bad 
technique and a dubious alibi, said 
Judge Lindsay in Cook County 
Superior Court. It was in the case 
of Billy Glason, who owes Helen 
$507. Only because he loved her so 
much had the vaude comic refused 
to pay her. 





Peggy Murray, in a Roman race, 
fell when her horse stumbled and 
was trampled upon. ‘She limped off, 
not seriously injured, to the Ring-~ 
ling hospital tent. 





Virginia Valli-Popovich, the girl 
who shot Bill Jurges, the Cubs’ 
shortstop and went into burlesque 
for one week to tell about it, was 
advised by Judge Sharbaro to seek 
an injunction against her promoter- 
manager, Lucius Burnett. Latter 
had gotten possession of 25 letters 
‘of an affectionate nature’ from Bill 
Jurges to Virgie and was contem- 
plating issuing them in an asbes- 
tos brochure. 





Bombayo, ‘the man from India,’ 
and Filomena Lentini, both wire 
performers with the Ringling cir- 
cus, were married in Chicago. 





‘Aida’ with camels and elephants 
will he staged for one performance 
in Soldiers Field, Chicago. Same 
promoters will present ‘Il Trova- 
tore’ in the outdoor stadium on an- 
other date. 





A triple somersault which the 
publicity agent declared was per- 
formed only once a year because 
of its danger was done by Alfred 
Codona of the Ringling show while 
in Chicago. While his wife, Lillian 
Leitzel, lived Codona didn’t attempt 
the feat at any time. It’s the same 
stunt that killed Ernie Ward in 
1921. 
—_——_» 

Connie Selback and H. P. Spencer 
were nabbed in Chicago charged 
with operating 2 nude model racket. 
Using the woman to allay prelimi- 
nary suspicions of would-be models 
Spencer, police say, persuaded many 
of them to pose undraped for art 
photographs ‘to be exported to 
France and Germany.’ He actually 
peddled them around town, it is al- 
leged. Three serious charges were 
posted against the pair, 





German pictures exclusively was 
announced for the Kino theatre, 
North avenue, Chicago. 


Olympic Handling Takes — 
Farmer to Berlin Games 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 


Zack Farmcr, executive in charge 
of organization, arrangements and 
handling of the Olympic Games, has 
been engaged by the Berlin Olym- 
piad committee to handle the next 
Olympiad there in 1936. 

Foreigners liked the way Farmer 











non E. Wiles from Harold Menjou, 





adopted son of actor, for injuries in- 


ran things, especially in view of & 
prospective profit. 
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BULL TOSSER FRANKLIN 
AS GENTLEMAN FARMER 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Sidney Franklin, Brooklyn bull 
ftosser who made good in Spain but 
got Bronx cheer in Mexico, and who 
has been in Hollywood for the 
Olympic games, returns to Mexico 
next week to supervise stocking of 
his i00,000-acre ranch there. 


Williamsburg matador has decid- 
ed to be gentleman farmer below the 
Rio Grande, preferring to be a large 
influence in a small community. 
Ranch is located in state of Du- 
range. 

As a bull fighter Franklin has 
cleaned up close to $500,000 in last 
five years. He admits it’s tough 
work, claiming that bull rings are 
now operated in same manner as 
American picture houses. Last fall 
in Mexico City he worked three 
shows daily. In other spots he 
plays three towns in same day, 
making jumps by plane. 

Franklin, 27, figures he has three: 
more Hull years left, then he intends 
to get married. Then he feels he 
will live a peaceful life. Someone 
should tell him. 

While here he visited bull pen 
for Sam Goldwyn’s ‘Kid fram 
Spain.’ In the corral are four bulls, 
imported from Mexico. Franklin 
claims the bulls are on the square 
and look plenty tough. He claims 
it will be a real matador’s job to get 
in the ring with them. Someone 
should tell Eddie Cantor, star of the 
piece. 


Showmen Can’t Figure 
Jersey Shore’s Taste 











Long Branch, N. J., Aug. 15, 


Showmen operating along the 
Jersey shore insist that this sec- 
tion is one of the hardest in the 
country to figure. Everything con- 
tradicts itself arounG here. 

At present the two biggest draws 
are a dance marathon on the Long 
Branch Recreation Pier and the 
Freiburg Passion play at Ocean 
Grove. That gives some ideas, 

Emboldened by success of the 
Long Branch marathon, the same 
promoters tried a dance derby at 
Keansburg and so far the result 
has been a flopperoo. On paper 
Keansburg shapes up as an ideal 
town for the dance stuff as it caters 
to.a class that ordinarily goes for 
that kind of entertainment, while 
Long Branch with its exclusive sum- 
mer colonies would appear to be 
the last place for a derby. 

And it’s the same all down the 
line. In the spring Hagenbeck- 
Wallace circus played to a crowd 
of nearly 10,000 in one day at Long 
Branch. Last week Sells-Floto at 
Asbury Park did only fair business 
and when the resort was crowded 
with vacationists. 

Last winter a stock company at 
Asbury played all year to a profit, 
while vaude in the same town was 
jerked after six weeks. Now Wil- 
liam Brady’s stock at Red Bank is 
staggering and the stage presenta- 
tions at the Paramount theatre, As- 
bury, are getting a swell play. 


Over-the-Bar Prices Down 


Prices for drinks over New York 
bars have again dropped. Spots in 
the financial district are reported to 
be lowest, whisky retailing at 25c. 
Other downtown places hold to four 
bits per highball, but the gin drinks 
are 35c. Quality of the stuff claimed 
to be the same as before. 

Some midtown speaks now offer 
rickeys for a quarter, the answer to 
wage and salary cuts of the patrons. 
Only some of the better places up- 
town hold to a buck a drink and 
generally there is entertainment. 
The other spots are charging 75c. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Bert Turgeon, 
daughter, in Denver. Father is book- 
er for Publix in the Colorado dis- 
trict. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Snell, son, 
Aug. 10, ir Hollywood. Father is 
in Paramount studio publicity de- 











partment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Byron Farley, 
daughter, in Albany, N. Y. Father 
is manager of the Ritz theatre 
there, 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Nugent, 
daughter, Aug. 3, at Benedict hos- | 
pital, Hoilywood. Father is screen | 


actor, | 





Club Rate 


Times Square tonsorial par- 
lors are down to offering de- 


luxe service for less’ than 
Bowery barber college rates. 
One shop gives « haircut, 


Shave, shoe shine and lets you 
hold the manicurist’s hand— 
all for 40c. 











PROFUSE APOLOGY 


Olympic Comm. Honors Muse After 
Alleged Color Discrimination 








Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

After allegedly drawing the color 
line on Clarence Muse, Olympic 
committee relented and invited the 
colored singer and actor to appear 
at an entertainment for the ath- 
letes. 

Committee offered profuse apolo- 
gies and gave Muse a personal es- 
cort to and.from the Olympic 
village. 

Previous week the committee was 
reported to have barred Muse from 
@ program supplied by KNX, Hol- 
lywood radio station, because of his 
color, 


FRIARS FOLLOW LAMBS 
IN CASH-ONLY EDICT 


Friars Club past week inaugurat- 
ed a no-check rule in its card rooms | 
and restaurant, with cash now the 
basis of exchange in all cases. 
Lambs Club preceded ,the Friars 
with that kind of a rule by about 
six months. 

Friars’ safe has been slowly clog- 
ging up with bouncing paper, and 
action was deemed unavoidable, 











Didn’t Want Publicity, 
But Got It Double 


Albany, N.'Y., Aug. 15. 

Maxwell C. Fox, manager of Par- 
amount theatre, Needham, Mass., 
and Olivia Thomas, stock player of 
Boston and member of the Berk- 
shire Theatre Workshop, went all 
the way to Troy to get married last 
week, just to avoid publicity. But 
because Fox’s remark displeased the 
city clerk, Philip A. Murphy, the 


SCRIBES, ANNOYED AT 
OLYMPICS, PAN EXECS. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
With Olympic games closing yes- 
(Sunday), men 





terday newspaper 


| who were rousted around by Olym- 
nic press department in distribution 


of press courtesies and through re- 
ported high handed methods of ex- 
ecutives have begun to hit back at 
games Officials, 

Scribes refrained from knocking 
during first week, but during last 
four days stories went over the 
wires in which writers took pot 
shots at officials. 


Execs have denied stories. Re- 
garding games profits, if any, news- 
men claim the bigwigs have been 
blasting the fact that attendance at 
all events was near capacity, which 
would indicate there should be a 
profit. Officials sidetrack this by 
saying it will be several weeks be- 
fore they can complete an audit. 


Swim Stadium Fuss 


Local morning papers burned last 
week at Olympic officials at the 
swimming stadium. Photographers 
for all papers were called in Fri- 
day afternoon (12), when they had 
shot events with the morning men 
told they could only use certain 
pictures taken as afternoon papers 
for Saturday had to be -protected. 
Morning men stated that would be 
up to their editors. 

Officials replied they would keep 
them in building until they agreed 
to: instructions of the committee. 
L. A. ‘Times’ photographer phoned 
Harry Carr, in charge of the games 
for that paper, about predicament 
and later had city fire department 
called who released the men and 
morning crowd printed. what. they 
wanted. 


During day there were several 
fistic encounters with ushers and 
Olympic officials by photographers 
and reporters at swimming stadium 
when they tried to restrict latter to 
positions around the pool. : 





Panic Hits Reno Games 
Reno, Aug. 15. 


cut. Thirty candidates seeking six 





secret was let out a few minutes 
after the ceremony was performed 
by Police Justice James F. Byron. 
After issuing the license, Fox said 
to Murphy: ‘I don’t want this to get 
in the newspapers. If it does I'll 
make it mean for you.’ Immediately 
afterwards, Murphy called in re- 
porters and gave them the story. 





Mrs. Davis’ Alimony 


Mrs. Norton S. Davis, actress, was 
given a preliminary decree of di- 
vorce from George D. Davis, sales- 
man. 

She charged nonsupport and was 
given custody of their five-year-old 
daughter and $20 a month, 


MARRIAGES 


Florence M. Schmalhorst, secre- 
tary, manager of the station WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, to James McFadden 
Hays, at Greensburg, Pa., August 8. 

Lottie Lawson, WCAE, radio vo- 
calist, to Peter Weldy, saxophonist 
in WCAE staff orchestra, in Pitts- 
burgh, Aug. 3. 

Mary H. Tippet to Lee S. Eastman 
in New Rochelle, N. Y., Aug. 9. 
Bride is a radio singer. 

Virginia Bruce to John Gilbert, 
Hollywood, Aug. 10. Wedding held 
in’ Gilbert’s dressing room at the 
Metro studios. 

Jean Carmen, screen actress, to 
Walter Lohman, insurance man, at 
Santa Monica, Calif., Aug. 14. 

Margaret Gaffney Mel, non-pro, to 
Richard Kilroy, writer, in Beverly 
Hills, Calif., Aug. 14. 

Nellie Kuhns, non-pro, to Douglas 
George, Warner Palace, Philadel- 
phia, manager, August 4 in Phila- 
celphia. 

Sarah Kreindler, NBC violinist, to 
Normal Baltor, sculptor, in San 
Francisco, Aug. .15. 

Ruth Chatterton to George Brent, 
Harrison, N. Y., Aug. 13. 





places in legislature from Keno and 
all shouting economy. ‘Taxpayers’ 
association pounding county offi- 
cials to cut expenses and wages 
are being chopped right and left. 
Bartenders are no longer in 
money class and gamblers dealing 
in some joints for split in profits, 
if any. Drop in gambling license 
fees hits city treasury hard neces- 
sitating lopping off plenty of help 
in parks and other soft spots. 
Hard winter expected by gam- 
blers and many are planning to 
cover tables after Oct. 1, when new 
quarter begins and license due. 


Tm Telling You 


By Jack Osterman 


+ 





Paris in G. V. 


Greenwich Village, where 
those things happen, has a new 
spot to point to. 

A lunch wagon down thar 
has put out a dozen tables with 
fancy colored umbrellas a la 
Paris sidewalk cafe. 











Everyone in Reno wants taxes. 


10% GROSS TAX DRYS UP 
VERY WET MEXICALI 


Mexico City, Aug. 15. 

Mexicali, long one of the most 
liquid spots along the border, has 
gone bone-dry as the result of clos- 
ure of all saloons and cabs as pro- 
test against new territorial tax of 
10% on gross receipts. Proprietors 
contend levy practically makes them 
work for the government,’ which 
they no like. 

They will keep their pitches dark 
until impost is lifted. 


No Biz Puts Stopper On 
Lassce’s ‘Nowhere’ Cruises 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Lassco’s week-end cruises to no- 
where, utilizing the obsolete ‘City of 
Los Angeles’ for four days at sea, 
have been called off, due to poor 
irade, Cruises, operated every few 
weeks during this summer, depart- 
ed Friday afternoons and returned 
Monday mornings. Flat price of $30 
per person covered all expenses. 

Last cruise drew only 128 pay 
customers, with steamship execs 
making no secret of the venture 
going in the ‘red.’ Trip has. in- 
cluded a day’s stopover at Ensen- 
ada, with Mexican resort people 
figuring on a heavy play for wheels 
and other devices. 

On the farewell trip, with only 
three permanent guests at the new 
Ensenada hotel, operators threw a 
dir.ner party, inviting all aboard 
‘Los Angeles.’ Excursionists com- 
plained of the service, but the food 
served was reported oke. Tables 
gct a good play during the after- 
noon and night, but nothing to com- 














pare with customary weekend biz at 
Caliente. 





WB Baseball Final 
Newark, Aug. 15. 

Next Monday (22) the Warner 
ball team of Jersey plays the cham- 
pion WB team of New York for the 
H. M. Warner trophy. Both teams 
will be the guests of Jack Stein of 
the Embassy. 





Game takes place at Orange. 
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Slot Machine 


or removed from the premises. 


ean step in. 


bit pieces. 


urge to contribute. 


the-towner, head man with all 


drinking restaurants, 








Irene Thirer to Zacchary A. 
Freedman, New York, Aug. 12. 
Bride is film critic of the N. Y. | 
‘News.’ Groom is a theatre man- |} 
ager. 

Ruth Smith Opp, Ala., to Melvin | 
Ballerino, assistant casting director 
at Paramount coast studios. In 
Los Angeles, Aug. 12. } 

Eleanor Kelly, non-pro, Pitts- | 
burgh, Pa., to Bob Fellows, assistant | 
director for Tay Garnett, in Los 


Angeles. 


tious individual, 


Epidemic Over 

Looks like the slot machine plague that descended upon New York 
like the seven-year locusts, is due for an exit. 
ordered to put the bee on the pernicious devices which ate taking 
nickels from kids and quarters from adult suckers. 

Last week, on a tip, machines in some of the speaks were out of sight 
It appears that examination of a court 
decision by the city’s corporation counsel showed that slot machines were 
not given a white-wash to the extent believed. 
use slugs in the machines but if actual coins are inserted John Law 
It is reported that police instructions are to act whenever 
money is seen in the machines or taken from them. 

Two types of machines have been noticed in Times Square, those most 
in evidence being controlled by a so-called syndicate. 
franchises for the others* and limits the number to be used, 
charges protection for the opposish machines, the ‘dues’ being $3 per 
week for nickel machines and $10 weekly for those that gobble up two- 


The things are now spotted in some theatre ticket offices. 
being few tickets to sell, the specs figure on getting the rent that way— 
also getting a kick-back on the salaries of clerks who cannot resist the 





Shoe Leather Santa Claus 

This is a saga of shoes which made Tom Wright, well known round- 
the help at the swank 
Wright, who’s a promoter, took over the Ground- 
Gripper shoe factory and outfitted all the 
starters, captains, headwaiters, chefs and the other help in the repre- 
sentative spots with free shoe-leather, 

The whyfore of this generosity has been okayed now by Wright, who 


The cops have been 


It may be all right to 


Latter has given 
Syndicate 


There 


speaks and 


Yarkeeps, doormen, taxi 





doesn’t mind admitting that he took this charitable course as a means 

to keep the price of his shoes up rather than dispose of broken lots 

to the bargain basements, which would have advertised the cut scales 

| to the future detriment of the brand. Hence, Wright decided it was 
cheaper to give the shoes away to worthies such as comfort him dur- | 

ing his nocturnal and social rounds, with the result he walks into any 

of the joints and owns them. 

The attention given Wright since his shoe-leather philanthropy has | 
mace him a figure of subdued mystery, as otherwise he’s an unostenta- | 


OSTERMAN’S ACCEPTANCE 
SPEECH. 





Okay, Variety 

We are officially notified that w@ 
have been nominated as columnist 
for the coming winter and so w@ 
would like to officially accept. 

Due to Hoover's audition on thd 
air last Thursday we _ couldn’t 
broadcast our acceptance. Hoover 
dia very well and in his speech 
used the word ‘sustain’ several 
times, proving that even in hig 
broadcast things were sustaining 
and not commercial. 

Our platform remains the samé4@ 
as when we were first placed in 


Variety office, namely:—A new 
typewriter ribbon, passes to theatres 
and a key to the front door ag 


promised B.T.J.—Before Talmadges 
Jessel. i 





A Gag Goes Wrong 

An eastern writer went to thé 
Coast and failed to click. One of 
the more successful of his contem« 
poraries was urgéd to encourage hid 
dejected pal and try to cheer him 
up. 

One day while passing the sox 
called flop’s Beverly Hills home, thé 
hit writer spied several people in 
the house through the large French 
windows. Also spotting a kid's tri« 
cycle next door he stopped his car, 
took off his trousers, got on thd 
velocipede, approached the dooy 
rang the bell and rode in. 

‘You remember me—Joe Jackson? 
was his first smiling crack as hd 
pedaled around the parlor. And not 
even a grin greeted his sally, thd 
occupants of the room _ soberly, 
watching his: antics. 

Disappointed at:his reception th@ 
cheerer-upper pouted, ‘Oh, when’g 
the funeral?’ 

‘Tomorrow at two,’ came the repl 

The eastern writer's sister had 
died the previous night. 





The Proper Question ¥ 


Buddy (I Love You California} 
DeSylva arrived in town to report 
the story of a night in Reubens 
Seated with Lou Holtz they saw 
Harry (immaculate) Bestry ente# 
with diamond cuff links, diamond 
scarf pin, diamond studs in his shirt 
and a diamond clasp in his tie. 

So Holtz blinked at Harry ang 
asked, ‘Where’s your ear rings?’ 





What Next? 
They’ve even gone so far now a@ 
to advertise saloons in pictures, 
Latest being, ‘Hollywood Speaks.’ 





Lew Brown’s Routine 
Lew Brown declares that if hé 
ever makes a million again, he'll 
settle dawn on a nice big farm and 
only come to Broadway once @ 
night, 





A Book Worm 

Al Boasberg reports the story of 
the actor he caught reading ‘Thd 
Life of Abraham Lincoln. 

‘Have you come to the part wherg 
Lincoln’s assasinated’ asked AIL. 

‘Sh,’ said the intellectual, ‘don 
tell me.’ 





We Wonder Too 
The question has arisen in radid 
land as to why they call it ‘net« 
work’ when everybody expects 10%, 





Patriotic Relative 

Bill Demarest has an uncle whd@ 
is 100% American, Bill knows be« 
cause Unc hasn’t worked for twq 
years. 


‘ 





Needed, a Home 

With all this unemployment tal 
gcing on, it’s going to be tough td 
explain Labor Day to the kiddies. 

No Wonder 

One of the many who lost everys 
thing in the market met an old gag 
cf his the other night. ‘Hello, Sam, 
you're looking 10 years younger,’ shq@ 
said. 

Sam replied, ‘I ought to, I’m back 
vhere I was 10 years ago.’ 





Ostermania 

Most columnist’s have a grea§ 
sense of rumor....If it’s not the 
heat, don’t you hate those guys that 
hit you on the back on a hot day 
and ask; ‘Did you see the mar 
ket?’....Best advertised product ig 
N. Y. seems to be ‘No Parking’... 


Boswell Sisters can at least say 
‘We followed the President on the 
air’....For the past eight weeks the 
state has featured big colored acts} 
they’re going to rename it Loew's 
Lafayette?....and there is no truth 
in the report that Kate Smith 
broadcasts from a barrel of sugam 
ARE YOU READING? 
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Broadway 


Harpo Marx in town. 

Pam Sweeny out of show biz 

John Lytell is at the Homestead. 

Maurice Aten back in Forest Hills 

Harry Kay around after narrowly | that 
escaping pneumonia. 

Knights of Columbia hotel’s phone | 
number is Columbus 1492. 

Martha and Sally Caldwell at the 
F. H. Inn for the summer. 

Cynthia Foley spending the sum- 
mer with the Fred Stones. 

Buddy Rogers exercising on a 
Long Island driving range. 

Reports are that Atlanta has 


melted 14 pounds from the Capone 
frame. 

Nedra Gollette, known in pictures 
as Nedra Norris, wil return to Hol- 
lywood. 

Jackie Farrell, sports writer, in 
the Jersey City hospital with stom- 
ach ulcers. 

Alan Attwater visiting Henry 


lrestaurant which, in the literati sec- 


CHATIER 








that’s a new low price for a! 

| trip which is normally $1. 
Ben Mencken and Pete Doyle 
feted 250 crippled children and 250 


newsboys at the Polo Grounds giv- 
ing a box of chocolates to each. 

Jimmie Durante's letters from the 
Coast drip with nostalgia for Broad- 
way. Another B’way fav son whose 
plenty homesick for the main drag 
is George M. Cohan. 

Visiting Paramount 1m _ critics 
from out-of-town singled out two 
high-lights of the midtown sector's 





nite life they all wanted to see. One 
was a speakeasy and the other a 





tor, have attained national repute. 





—— 


Jean Delmour finding that picture 





biz here is no more definite than 
Hollywood. 

Carl Goodner got so ill returning 
on plane from here she passed out 
in London, 

Nadja getting Bobino to book her 
protege, Dorothy Littlefield, of 
Philadelphia. 

Mildred Morris has been in that 
apartment over the Tour d’Agent 
for six years. 

When Pearl White is too tired 
after nightclubbing, she stays over 
at the George V. 

Kathleen Key not too pleased at 
being dragged into Buster Keaton 
divorce proceedings. 

French press adverse to report of 
Garbo planning a sexy impersona- 


Roulian will fly 

Football stars in 
presented Carl Laemmle, Ilo 
onyx-backed pocket timepiece. 


appendectomy. His first i 
after the operation was a mortician. 


is crocheted. Says that one belongs 
in Louis Lighton’s office across the 
hall. 

Oil depots, service stations deal- 
ing in lubrication only, dotting the 





town. Underselling the gas empo- 
riums. 
Carlos Sasson, Paris’ theatre 


owner, returning to France after an 
‘Olympic eyeful. Sails on the Ile de 


home to Rio de 
Janeiro for a three weeks’ vacation. 
‘All-American’ 
an 


B.B.B. out of hospital after, an 
visitor 


Mel Shauer denies his coat hanger 








Dodge to discuss production of lat- 
ter’s new play. 

Charlotte Susa, German film star, 
in and out in a couple of days en- 
route to Metro on the Coast. 

Morris Green and Dave Cashen 
back from London. Joe Cook due 
back in two weeks. Is in Paris. 

Ole Olsen's 16-cylinder car got 
tangled around a post on Queens- 
boro bridge when only two days old. 

Al B. White’s 10-year-old daugh- 
ter suffered a broken leg last week 
when her bicycle collided with an 
auto. 

Weighing but 60 pounds, Jimmy 


Paris 





Martin Brown over. 

Nadja in a taxi smash. 

Michael Arlen in auto crash. 
Impresario Coppocus around. 
Geraldine Farrar hereabouts. 

Hal Sherman to the Riviera. 

C. Hooper Trask back to Berlin. 
Shan-kay talking to Sol Hurok. 
Fulton Grant back from Aber- 























De Forrest, noted conditioner of deen. ‘ 
boxers, is desperately ill at Long| Joan Crawford doing the night 
Branch. | clubs. 
When the boys wanna get away G. W. Pabst back for new pic- 
‘from it all, there’s a table in the/ ture. 
‘ kitchen at Dinty Moore’s for 100% Gil ert Miller in town for five 
privacy. hours 
Trip to Chinatown rubberneck . a 
“wagons are misleading with ‘save| ,Alexander Korda ordering film 
_ 25c’ signs heralding the fare; the | Stories. 
word ‘save’ very smal], suggesting} Lilian Harvey is expected back 
shortly. 
: iv: Carlyle Blackwell back to the 
F il Riviera. 
: 53 Morgan trio getting on the air in 
+ |New York Theatres} |ronion. 
#: =?| Suzanne Lenglen doing some 
: writing. 
Gladys Cooper back for re- 
hearsals. 





Rita Weiman to the south of 
Brittany. 


Edie Martyn has her own offstage 
tribe now. 


Peppy d’Albrew may open another 
night club. 


Slim Garner and Johnny opening 
a new bar. 


Richard Barthelmess back from 
Scandinavia, 

Ed. Massey can’t find any more 
plays to see. 

Gerard Poulette is now 
somest’ man. 

Harold Smith out of hospital with 
arm in sling. 

Young Doug Fairbanks over near 
the Sorbonne. 





Greater Than a Motion Picture 


“AMERICAN 
MADNESS” 


A Columbia Picture with 
WALTER HUSTON 


S PALA 


©) 





‘hand- 





On the Screen 


On the Stage ‘ ia? Claire Luce up for the tennis, then 
BILL Congorilla back to Riviera. 
ROBINSON with Mr. and Mrs. Neil Martin gettmg indignant 
Re gp aye ical MARTIN about the tennis. 
a JOHNSON Reba MacCormic, daughter of 
Other ee oe oe singer, is around. 
Afternoons 55-46" Brenings 25-65 Preston Sturges going south to 


continue his play. 

That Chaliapin picture must be 
finished by Oct. 12. 

Alla Nazimova having a _ swell 
time in Switzerland. 

Raquel Meller will make interiors 
of film back in Paris. 

Romney Brent in new Noel Cow- 
ard show to Scotland. 

One of Pearl White’s 
copped a race last week. 

Jean de Limur and Edna Wallace 
Hopper in the same hotel. 

At the fashion openings waist- 
lines were four inches lower. 

It’s tea at Fouquet’s for Pauline 
Garon and Pearl Shepheard. 

Saint Granier, Earle Leslie and 
Mistinguett in a nudist picture. 

Marguerite Severn to go from 
ballet to film house presentations. 

Jimmie Shields went back 
Hollywood after ten months here. 

Blake Scott staying at the Liberia 
with other reprobates of left bank. 


(Monday to Friday) 
Daily Midnight Show Feature Picture 
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JOAN BLONDELL in 

“MAKE ME A STAR” 
EXTRA ATTRACTION 


“IGLOO’ 






horses 





Wed. to Fri. 
Aug. 17-19 


JOAN BLONDELL 


“MAKE ME A STAR” 





to 











“One of the finest plays of Elsie Maxwell has postponed her 
the year, subtle, beautiful art exhibition for society beginners. 
and tender.”—Atkinson, Times. Katherine Brush says people mis- 


understood her 
man.’ 

Lawrence Tibbett stayed three 
weeks longer in Paris than he in- 
tended. 

Rene *azin died. Had been 
elected to the Academie Francaise 
in 1908. 


“Another Language” ‘Red Headed Wo- 


with Glenn Anders, Margaret Wycherly, 
Dorothy Stickney, John Beal 
Theatre, 45th St., W. of B’way. 
BOOTH Evs. 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 
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? — iad: teadin Gtaakt Syd Chaplin sneaked back to 
. ; . Cannes after absence of nine 

COOL SKYSCRAPER SOULS months. 


with WARREN WILLIAM 


BAY A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture American Montparnassians out in 
es In Person, Ben BERNIE, Morton furce at Avenue opening to see the 
s DOWNEY. Lillian Shade, Pitoeffs. 

5} SI Veloz & Yolanda, Gordon, 


Albert Prejean getting divorced 
and first time any one knew he was 
married. 

Arlette Ifarchal’s stage hit com- 
|} pelling her to postpone her summer 


Reed & King, 
& Milton Berle 


ITO: 









W S twaviassy 25 MON.’ FRI. | vacation. 
= oF 10 AM. +. NOONE | Capt. Jefferson Davis Cohn still 


IALS 


A True and Amazing 


OTHE ‘entertains, although said to be 
BLONDE | bankrupt. F 
CAPTIVE” A revival of ‘Mozart’ with Yvonne 


| Printemps is headed for the Made- 
leine. Rumors.-of divorce cold with 
Guitry coming back to George V 
to take wife to country home. 


Adventure 


On the Stage: TED HEALY 
fammy Cohen—cis & Dunn—Oths. 





tion of Joan of Arc. 
Maurice Maeterlinck and 
for a Riviera estate. 


name and been signed for 
Star Final’ in French. 

Princess Redcalf, American In- 
jdian beauty, fading out quickly 
when night clubs shut. 

At Joseph's, formerly one of the 
most expensive eateries, there is a 
lunch for 40 frs. ($1.60). 

Sparrow Robertson called off his 
American trip when he found he 
had to pay his own way. 

Economy policy preventing local 
Picture Association from having a 
representative in America. 

No end of Legion of Honor rib- 
bons for the show and writing fra- 
ternities, and sororities too. 

Lucienne Radisse doesn’t care as 
much for pictures as for her violin. 
although she’s played two lee¢is. 

Maurice Dekobra and Maurice de 
Waleffe fighting it out to see who is 
the biggest authority on beauty. 

Ruth Chatterton high-hatting 
local press, who informed her that 
she wasn’t that well known here. 

Elvira de Araujo, daughter ‘of 


is tramping over Europe and is pic- 
ture type. 

Djuna Barnes telling fairy tales to 
a man by the name of Carb, who 
says he writes dramatic criticism in 
New York. 

Rosie Dolly, Fanny Brice and Bee 
Lillie being daily entertained in 
south along with Roger Davis and 
a few grand dukes. 

Walter Hiatt crashing dailies with 
fantastic yarn about Frank Jay 
Gould stealing Rosengart’s car and 
sending him a check for it. 

The Gamby girls out of the Am- 
bassadeurs and to the Riviera. Ask 
Gamby what she thinks of her 
treatment at the Ambassadeurs. 
The Paris crowd surprised at the 
gaiety of the south, but amazed 
that it is only a group of 175 that do 
all the entertaining and spending. 
Independent company went to 
an American daily and requested 
film critic to catch one of its un- 
sold films. Asked him to preview 
and when he declined sent him bill 
for $5 for holding hall. He threat- 
ened to print the story and «polo- 
gies came through by the cozens. 


Hollywood 


George Kotsonaros back in town. 


J. H. Von Herberg here from 
Seattle for week-end. 


Sam Clark, Chicago p. a., in for 
a week lining up biz for Congress 
hotel. 


Veronica Balfe, 
Sandra Shaw. 

Cary Grant owns a Wilshire 
boulevard haberdashery. 


Bert E. Sebell new production 
manager for Eddie Small. 

Long Beach is the throes of a 
Sunday dancing campaign. 

Jack Kearns here looking over 
prospects for Baer-Walker fight. 


Nacio Herb Brown to New York 
for rehearsals of ‘Humpty Dumpty.’ 

Damon Runyon in town for 10 
days and hasn't visited a studio yct. 

Famous Stories, Inc., moved from 
Metropolitan lot to Associated Stu- 
dios. 

3ing Crosby and Nick Stuart will 
vacation together, fishing off Guada- 
lupe. 

Joe Breen 
games are over. 
Hays. 

Andy Devine engaged to Bileen 
Carroll, daughter of Carroll Nathan, 
Frisco exhib. 

Plenty of peddlers with rag-doll 
animals covering vacant lots on 
busy streets. 

Robert Kaloch is here from New 
York as special costume designer 
for Columbia. 

Jean Harlow’s photo, all inscribed, 
graces the Los Angeles marriage 
license bureau. 

U’s publicity office is being re- 
|yamped, giving John Le Roy John- 
son racre room for his feet. 

FMastein invaders talking abou 
going hume, now the Olympics are 
lover and jobs scarce as ever. 

Following completion of 
Spanish ‘Last Man on Earth,’ Raul 





Radio, renamed 


is glad the Olympic 
So is his boss, Will 





his 
lawyer in row over the price he paid 


Voya Georges has reversed his 
‘Five 


former President of San Salvador, | 


‘seum, near the Orpheum. 
‘mission, but a contribution expected 


France. 

All the Barrymores, brothers, sis- 
ters, nephews, nieces and in-laws 
photographed at Metro last week. 
Fifteen in all. 

Ben Paréd tried golf last week for 
first time since his accident. He 
shot an 80, but cun’t have an acci- 
dent every week. 


Jack Warner is Al Jolson’s fav 
after-dinner speaker. Called on his 
ex-boss five times at dinner re- 
cently given E. R. Tinker, 


Sam Marks tried to job Sid 
Skolsky on the ‘birth’ certi‘icate gag 
at Caliente, but the columnist heard 
that one, too, before and laughed. 


Larry Nelms, manager, and Bill 
Scott, stage manager, who brought 
in Fanchon & Marco's ‘Cherry Blos- 
som’ tab, have taken out ‘Follow 
Thru.’ 

New store show on upper Broad- 
way is ‘Wonders of the Sea’ mu- 
No ad- 





at the exit. 


Eileen Percy, Block paper col- 
umnist, leaves here Saturday (13) 
for New York on the Hal Roach 
plane. She will be in the east for 
three weeks. During her absence 
several picture names to sub for her. 








Berlin 


Alexander Korda here for nego- 
tiations. 


Hans Muhlhofer, actor, died 53 
years old. 

Hans Rehmann, actor, tried to 
commit suicide. Failed. 


Son of Gustav Meyrink, German 
author, 24 years old, committed sui- 
cide. 


Seala, vaudeville, signed Georg 
Lorant, Berlin’s best publicity man- 
ager. 

Max Friedland in. Berlin, busy 
with reorganization work at Uni- 
versal, 


Eric Charell probably to get out 
his new revue not here, but in 
Vienna, 

Gustaf Gruendgens has a good 
chance to become intendant of the 
State theatre. 


Felix Pfitzner negotiating with 
Sydney R. Kent regarding German 
Fox production. 


Walter Ruttmann negotiating with 
Cines in Rome to direct one of their 
Pirandello pictures. 


Henry S. Gunderloch, Metro or- 
ganization man, engaged to marry 
Clara Ebner-Fabian. 

Max W. Kimmich, author of Uni- 
versal’s ‘Under False Flag,’ sold 
script, ‘The Unvisible Front,’ to U. 

Erwin Straus, son of Oscar 
Straus, has written the music for 
three plays to be acted on Berlin 
stages. 

Ufa has taken a lease for three 
months on an island in the Baltic 
Sea for its picture, ‘F. P. 1 Does Not 
Answer,’ 

Mr. Leroy, assistant in the Com- 
mercial Attache’s office of the U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, resigned 
and started work with Columbia 
here. 


Max Reinhardt left Salzburg for 
the Carpath mountains in a huff be- 
cause the City of Salzburg intended 
to cut off electricity for his castle. 
Reinhardt had done so much for 
Salzburg publicity he thought he 
should not be expected to pay for 
electric current. 


Only 17 Gals Showed Up 
For Texas Beaut Pageant 


Galveston, Aug. 15. 





Lillie Elwood, of San Antonio, 
Galveston’s personality girl, left 
Dallas Friday (12) on an airplane 


tour to New York, the prize for this 





Fox's | 


year’s beauty revue. Miss Elwood 


will appear at Little Rock, Mem- 


t | Ehis, Cleveland and Buffalo thea- 


tres, en route as the of 
American Airways. 
Only 17 maidens took part in the 


depression pageant. 


guest 


London 





Senator Murphy to broadcast. 

American invasion here in earnest, 

Coca-Cola plugged here 
beverage. 

Mrs. John Tiller has a good word 
for Francis Mangan, 

Ruth Draper playing return at the 
King’s theatre, Hammersmith. 

‘Hank’ Sullivan writing the music 
for the Gloria Swanson talker. 

‘Fanfare,’ renamed ‘Over 
Page,’ comes to the Alhambra. 

Harold Conway, ‘Daily Mail’ the. 
atrical gossiper, tied up for life. 

Jack Harris throws a big party 
prior to his departure for America, 

Gaumont British will pay 6% on 
its common stock, same as last year, 

The Woodwards (Hank and Mule) 
opening London Pavilion end of Au- 
gust. 

The Phoenix to stage a non-stop 
pantomime ‘Cinderella’ at Christ. 
mas. 

Not generally known Jack Oster- 
man is second cousin to Archie de 
Bear. 

Carl Hyson out of Piccadilly cab- 
aret producing, replaced by Eddy 
Dolly. 

Not one London production has a 
library deal on, which is unprece- 
dented. 

Edward Cooper, 


as new 


the 


Douglas Byng’s 


pianist, having his appendix re- 
moved. 

Dave Apollon throws a party, 
with every vaudevillie celebrity 
present. 

Joe Cook to Berlin on receiving 
cable Ziegfeld revue _ indefinitely 
held up, 


Bobby Howes’ invitation to his 
party reads, ‘For the coming of mid- 
dle age.’ 

Gracie Edwards, in auto accident, 
compelled to cancel Cafe Anglais 
booking. 

Mrs. Jack Pearl, English herself, 
annoyed with ‘those English con- 
ventions.’ 

John Murray Anderson back at 
the Savoy hotel, a sign business is 
on the upgrade. 

Cyril Gardner over to direct the 
Gloria Swanson picture, replacing 
Rowland V. Lee. 

Teddy Brown confesses his vaude- 
ville combinations in the provinces 
not so profitable. 

Sir Walter Gibbons wears smile 
witnessing the queues outside the 
Leicester Square. 

Arthur Dent presented to their 
Royal Highnesses, the Duke and 
Duchess of York. 

London ‘Daily Mirror’ contest for 
most’ popular British film star won 
by Jack Buchanan. 

Dion Titheradge adding material 
to the revival of ‘Fanfare,’ at the 
Alhambra, due Aug. 25. 
Sydney Bloch preparing 
numbers for German _ version 
Prince of Wales revue, 
Paramount planning big drive of 
Francis Mangan presentations at 
their Astorias in the fall. 


Hermann Weir (Weir Brothers) 
had his watch pinched off his wrist 
while leaving the Empire. 


Johanne Clare back from Holly- 
wood to we! Caryll Gibbons, Amer- 
ican leader of Savoy orchestra. 
Dora Maughan off to America 
shortly with her three English pro- 
teges, Eve Becke, Ena Peel and 
Oliver Wakefield. 

Louis Borel, Dutch actor over 
here on holiday, says: ‘Any time 
they starve in Holland they revive 
‘Potash and Perlmutter’.’ 

Charles Coborn, old-time come- 
dian, celebrated his 80th birthday 
Aug..4 singing over the radio his 
song, ‘The Man. Who Broke the 
Bank at Monte Carlo.’ 


Loop 


Gardner Wilson crashed ‘Argosy.’ 
George Sharpe may try again with 
‘Death Takes a Holiday.’ 

Lou Lipstone calls Norman Mc- 
Donald ‘Mr. Shakespeare.’ 
Associated Press took inventory 
of Chicago's legitless condition. 
Eddie Saunders’ friends can’t find 
him at Hawthorne. He’s at the $10 
window. 

Morris Silvers is proud of the 
spic-and-span new William Morris 
quarters. 

Ted Lewis took his four-year-old 
pickaninny stooge to dine on the 
Ringling lot. 

Milo Bennett dug 
for ‘The Stranglers of Paris’ 
sented over WCFL. 

Those invincible Music Publishers 
defeated Ted Weems orchestra 15-9 


song 
of 





back 45 years 
pre- 


at baseball. teturn game with 
Charley Agnew next. 

‘Variety’ said Master Eugene 
played ‘Faust’ at the Chicago the- 
atre. It was ‘William Tell.’ An 


error, not sarcasm, as the boy «ylo- 
phonist thought. 


Lindy’s réstaurant closed before 
feeding 20 girls in Great States 
‘Panther Woman’ contest and gavs 


Dick Bergen and Madeline Woods : 
problem. National Screen Servic‘ 
‘making the tests for Paramount. 
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"“ARIETY ide Stuff—Pictures Inside Stuff-Vaude 
Trade Mark Registered 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. — 
Sid Silverman, President An example of lack of teamwork between the studio and theatre de- Tragic death of Lou Jacobson, RKO realty expert in ‘Frisco, is ex= 
154 West 46th Street New York City partments of a major producer-exhibitor made many a face in the organ- | plained by Jacobson, an ardent amateur photographer, keeping his 
SUBSCRIPTION: ization blush when the facts were revealed. cyanide of potassium solution in a gin bottle for developing purposes, 
Te = ye ite 7. xs etter se oe et + Studio arranged for a tie-up in behalf of the theatre department with | He was also not much of a drinker, explaining his unfamiliarity with 
| & standard clock manufacturer. Clock firm was guaranteed a prominent | the odor, else he might have learned that the drink of pseudo-gin he wag 
120 close-up in a film for one of its instruments, the trade mark to be as | pouring for himself and two cops was not an intoxicant, but the poisona 
Vol. 107 ESS No. 10/ conspicuous as possible. But no word of the tie-up was made known to! ous cyanide. 
pees * the theatre department until the house managers were notified by the Hank Goldenburg, RKO city manager, escaped a similar tragic end by 
refusing to join them for the drink as he had to dash away and catch 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 


Lee Ochs was collecting $3 from 
each member of the M. P. Exhibs’ 
league to fight the new music tax. 
ASCAP was fighting individual 
cases. 


One of the big circuses was after 
Annette Kellerman for its main at- 
traction for ‘18. Thrill acts had 
worn out. 

Two of the shows just opened had 
cut-rate seats in Leblang’s before 
the first curtain was raised. 

Several actors given commissions 
at the Plattsburg training camp, in- 
cluding Irving O’Hay, Paul McAllis- 
ter and C. Gardner Crane, Last two 
were captains. O'Hay, first looey. 








Gentry dog and pony circus raid- 
ed in Milwaukee. Feds were after 
unregistered men and took 21 roust- 
abouts. All but four proved they 
had registered but had lost their 
cards. Delayed movirg the show. 

Oscar Hammerstein was suing 
Manhattan Life Ins. Co., its attys 
and the lessee of the Lexington Ave. 
opera house, charging they had con- 
spired to defraud him of his equity 
in that house and the Victoria on 
foreclosure of a mortgage. Vic had 
been torn down to make room for 
Rialto. 





Paramount was declaiming against 
the ‘local monopoly’ exhib, mostly 
meaning Stanley Mastbaum, who 
had Phila. sewed up. It was the 
refusal of these closed town man- 
agers to pay decent rentals which 
started Par. in the exhibition end. 
Needed show windows in keys. 


Charles Frohman, Inc., stopped 
the rehearsals of ‘ Marionettes,’ 
which Clara Kimball Young was 
making into a picture. Claimed the 
etage and screen rights for U. S. 
Miss Young’s manager bought the 
rights from Edgar Selden, rep. of 
the French Authors and Composers. 
Miss Young switched to ‘Magda.’ 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clippe-’) 





Fred Wilson, who was manager of 
one of Leavitt's minstrel cos, 
claimed to have been the first to 
introduce clog dancing into min- 
etrelsy. 


Sells Bros. show was advertising 
for acts to play a winter season 
through the south. Would extend 
the season to the end of December. 


W. W. Cole’s circus advertised a 
wedding on the back of an elephant 
in St. Paul Aug. 25. 


Sleeper of the circus train of the 
Barrett show caught fire at Warren- 
ton, Va. Train was near the lot, and 
the fire panicked the audience. No 
one hurt. 


Electric lights were tried for stage 
work at the Varieties, Paris, but 
objected to in that ‘it made the de- 
fects of the stage too palpable to 
the eye.’ 


Col. Ruth Goshen, giant on the 
Nathan show, playing Atlantic City, 
got peeved. Spread a fellow show- 
man, who had married Goshen’'s di- 
vorced wife, all over the landscape. 
Held for trial. 


‘Clipper’ took nearly a column to 
describe the changes in the New 
York Grand Opera House. The gal- 
lery benches had been re-covered 
with Prussels carpet. No individual 
seats, but long benches, and for hit 
shows they had to sit close. Was 
still one of New York’s best. Man- 
aged by Henry E. Abbey. One box 
was held in reserve for Jay Gould. 

Renovations at Niblo’s garden in- 
cluded the first hint of the now 
prevalent atmospheric theatre. 
Dome was cut away to expose the 
rafters, through which could be seen 
the sky and a moon. 
lighted with small gas jets. 








Moon was | 


clock firm that they would receive an expensive ticker for giveaway 
purposes during the particular picture’s showing. 

Theatre heads ordered the managers to refrain from participating on 
the ground that the studio had no authority to arrange for a theatre 
tie-up without the operating dept.’s knowledge or sanction. But the 
clock company had a contract with the studio and insisted on the stunt 
going through, 

After a couple of weeks of battling the theatre department finally | 
agreed to a compromise under which the theatres would co-operate with | 
the clock company’s local dealer. It wasn’t the original agreement, but | 
the clock firm accepted under the circumstances and everybody seemed 
satisfied. 

When the picture was completed the clock factory sent a representa- 
tive to the preview to see that the clock got the break promised by the 
studio. The clock close-up was in, all right, but the clock used was of | 
a different make. 

Further investigation revealed that the studio had forgotten to notify 
the picture’s director of the tie-up. 





A rap is taken at the attorneys for Fox West Coast in the opinion 
handed down by Judge Phillips of the Federal Court of Appeals in Den- 
ver which dissolved the injunction against the Kansas attorney general 
forbidding him to enforee the Sabbath Labor Law against theatres of 
the circuit. 

Text of the decision was made public by Ronald Boynton, assistant 
attorney general of Kansas. It points out that as the Supreme Court of 
Kansas has upheld the law as applying to theatres, and as the U. S. 
Supreme Court has upheld the powers of states to enact such legislation, 
that the point in the case was “Sunday Movies” and not the operation 
of drug stores, filling stations, etc., in spite of the labor law as cited by 
West Coast attorneys. 

It is now against all law to operate Sunday theatres in Kansas, and 
Boynton announces that all county attorneys will be given notice to 
enforce the labor law against all F. W. C. properties after Sept. 1. 

Charles S. Hand, secretary to Mayor James J. Walker and old friend 
of Winfield Sheehan, will handle the publicity for Speaker John N. 
Garner, Democratic nominee for vice-president. 

Hand for years was star correspondent at Albany for the New York 
‘World,’ and as such, was credited with being closer to Al Smith than 
any other reporter. He left the ‘World’ to go with Hearst’s New York 
‘American.’ After serving as legislative correspondent for the latter a 
year or two, he was appointed city editor. 

Hand held the ‘American’s’ city editorship until Jimmy Walker asked 
him to become his secretary. 

Hand served in this position until Mayor Walker appoinéed him a 
member of the Sanitary Commission at $22,000 a year. Hand resigned 
from the commission several months ago, after a dispute with Dr. 
William Schroeder, Jr., the chairman. He then was appointed to handle 
the pre-convention publicity for Al Smith in the latter’s attempt to win 
renomination for President on the Democratic ticket. 

Hand served on the ‘World’ with Winnie Sheehan, and has been the 
Fox executive’s guest on the Coast several times. 





Contrary to previous reports, any commission which RKO may re- 
ceive from Western Union, for telegrams sent via that wire company, 
applies only to non-company business. The commission is a regular 
arrangement by W. U. with firms and others who maintain W. U. call 
boxes and rate cards in their establishments for transient purposes. 

In the case of RKO it’s what is known as a Class 10-A rating by 
Western Union whereby RKO, as a circuit, becomes an agent of the tele- 
graph company by establishing wire boxes back stage in the circuit's 
houses. It’s mainly for the use of the talent, as these call boxes are 
placed in RKO’s vaude spots only. 

RKO’'s commission for this, or what is really a reduction, is a 10% 
kickback at the end of the month by W. U. on all messages accruing 


from these call boxes. 


Matter of timing laffs in pictures is still a big problem judging by the 
Marx Bros. picture, ‘Horse Feathers.’ It’s again a topic of discussion 
along Broadway over the manner in which laughs run into each other. 

Anybody knowing the show-wise Marxes would appreciate that pre- 
view after preview on the Coast must have been held with the express 
view to the laugh timing, but it’s the old story—you can’t tell how one 
audience will differ from another. Lots that evidently wasn’t counted on 
went for howls at the Rialto, smothering the following dialog. 





Al Lewis, who buys plots for Fox, lived a drama all his own when 
making a hop from Skowhegan, Me., to Rutland, Vt., by car where 
his 16-year-old son, Arthur, is now convalescing from an emergency 
appendicitis.operation. 

Driving in a blinding rain over the White Mountains, Johnny Hyman, 
playwright, motored Lewis from 3 a. m, to the following noon. 

Camp authorities, where the youth was summering until stricken, 
finally reached Lewis by phoning New York and from thence to Skow- 
hegan in a dramatic series of emergency calls. No operation without 
permission from one of the parents. Lewis, when finally reaching his 
boy, and with the youngster just coming out of the ether was greeted 
with, ‘Well, pop, I had to take a cut, too,’ Lad is recovering. 


It might be an idea for chain heads to tell their department heads that 


| it would effect quite a saving if they’d stop spending real money for 


advertising trailers which are not read. 
Present fashion seems to be to throw these on the travelers instead of 


the screen, and with the heavy folds of drapery it’s impossible to read 
them. In such case it’s a waste of money and opportunity. 


in Minneapolis barely 


Display ads for ‘Devil and the Deep’ (Par) 
They play up 


mention the presence of Tallulah Bankhead in the cast. 
Gary Cooper. 

Other newspaper ads and the State theatre trailer place Miss Bank- 
head’s name after that of Charles Laughton and Cary Grant and in 
smaller type. Cooper is announced as the picture’s star, 





Tobis did not at any time repudiate the Paris talker patent pact, ac- 
cording to Warner Brothers which is a big holder of Tobis stock. The 
warning sent out to American producers was designed to remind a few 
of the makers that they had failed to keep up with their royalties, states 
WB. 


Regina Crewe, film critic of the New York ‘American,’ nov definitely 
commits herself to her opinion on each picture in a box at the head of 
the review. 





Paramount has road show hunches on ‘Sign of the Cross’ and ‘Fare- 


well to Arms.’ 
Decision reserved, however, until completion of both pictures. 


an act. 

Jacobson was a familiar coast figure to show people. He was somés« 
thing of the white Mayor of Chinatown, being well liked by the Oriental 
merchants and on familiar terms with the Chinese exchange manager 
of the telephone company and also at the sundry joss-houses, Chines@ 
theatres, etc., which constituted a personally-conducted tour whenever 
Jacobson took theatrical visitors through the Chinese quarter. He also 
was a great promoter for the merchants, who, while they cut their mam 
gins of profit for Jacobson’s friends, welcomed them as unlooked for 
patronage, 

Double contracts that set for the records a lower salary than an act fs 
really receiving, are being issued again in the RKO booking office. They 
hadn't been heard of since George Godfrey's previous regime and up té@ 
now. 

As an example, an act whose regular salary is $625 was last week 
issued a contract calling for $500. A separate contract for $125 accoms 
panied the $500 slip to make up the difference. Although the act is 
getting $625, the set salary becomes $500 and that sum goes into thé 
booking office records. The $125 is paid as a sort of bonus to the act for 
accepting the dates. 

When Godfrey placed the double contract system in usé three year 
ago it didn’t fool anybody. P 


It’s now okay for Richey Craig, Jr., to use over the footlights or radté 
any of the gags contained in a script he once sold to the team of Jack 
and Ruth Hayes. At the suggestion of Referee Meagher, to whom thé 
case had been assigned for hearing, the Hayes duo dropped their breach 
of contract suit against the comic, in which they asked damages of $1,000, 

Craig claimed that he started borrowing from the script the team 
bought from him when they failed to come through with the time pay 
ments agreed upon. Referee, after listening to both versions, made nod 
gesture toward settling the issue of who owns the script, but opined 
that neither side had anything to gain by fighting in the courts. 


Much comment in the booking field resulted from Loew’s radical addi= 
tion of about $7,000 in stage salaries to the holdover show at the Capitol, 
New York, this week. With the picture and the rest of the stage show 
staying for a second week, Morton Downey and Ben Bernie’s band até 
$4,000 and $6,500, respectively, replaced Abe Lyman’s band and Lillian 
Roth as the headliners. 


Cancellation of all local Chamber. of Commerce memberships helé@ 
by KAO theatres is being considered. Saving this way to the houses 
in actual cash outlay may mean $6,000 annually to KAO. The average 
membership cost to a KAO theatre is figured at $60 with around 100 
houses holding such memberships. Angle for cancellation besides econ= 
omy being that theatres have received little return for their membership 


costs. 


James Barton complained about Eddie Garr’s imitation of him (Bare 
ton) at the Palace, New York, last week, despite that imitation was duly 
credited. Garr had to drop it in the middle of the week. 

Garr picked the drunk bit for the Barton take-off. It’s quite long, an@ 
Barton’s contention was that Garr wasn’t only doing an imitation, bug 
using a big part of the Barton act. 

A reduction of $15,000 in the ground rent of the Palace, New York, %% 
being sought by RKO. Annual rental amounts to around $60,000. 

Compromise offer tendered RKO is a deferment of $10,000, but thfd 
apparently has been rejected with negotiations still in force. 


Seeking a San Francisco newspaper tieup in furtherance of the RKO« 
NBC talent hunt, those in charge were given a personal turndown by 
W. R. Hearst for his local ‘Examiner.’ 

Other three dailies are now being approached. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


One of radio’s most prolific continuity writers is George Phillip Gubbin# 
who has written and sold 1,500 scripts during the past three years, 
Gubbins did the work in his spare time, his regular job being studidé 
manager of WGES, Chicago. His continuities have been used in broad« 
casts over more than 100 stations in the U. S., Canada and Hawaii. 

Gubbins sold all of the scripts more than once and many of them to 
from 40 to 60 different stations (each, of course, outside the listening 
area of the others). He disposed of over 400 continuities to KGMB, 
Honolulu, transacting the entire business by mail. 








Announcer picked by an outside producing firm for a program was 
objected to by NBC on the grounds that the lad had been not so long 
ago fired from the network staff. 

NBC execs argued that there were enough staff spielers available 
without having to bring in this lad. Indie producer retorted that either 
the freelance announcer stayed or the commercial went out along with 
him. Network execs came out of a heavy conference with the decision 
it would be okay for the outside announcer to fill the spot. 


An inter-office mystery developed between NBC's New York and NBC’s 
Chicago headquarters. Fisher Bros., wholesale grocers in Cleveland, 
signed Alice Joy for 13 weeks over WTAM. What agitated the two 
offices was who negotiated the deal. 

‘We thought you did,’ New York wired Chicago. ‘We thought it wad 
you,’ wired back New York. Finally it developed that a salesman ate 
tached to New York had made the deal while on a vacation trip. 

Still plenty of squawks at the song restrictions on NBC which limits 
one song being played more than twice in one evening. That prevents 
an important late hour commercial giving a tune a valuable plug bee 
cause some band earlier in the evening played a chorus of it in a medley 
and thus killed an important ballyhoo later on. 


Coast stations are yelping over the way vaude players on the air hog 
the mike whenever spotted in the ether revues. 

On a recent program two vaude names were given two minutes apiec@, 
One didn’t get away from the mike for 10 minutes, and the other lines 
gered 12, 


A radio official, not on the take, who has spotted a number of prom 





nent professionals with commercials for heavy wages, received a present 
from one of them who sent three shirts from Paris. The gesture madd 


| the recipient plenty sore; he had to pay $21 duty. 
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4p Book’ Fades After 9 Days, 
Equity Says F olies Bergere Is Final 


‘Scrap Book,’ about which there 


was a difference of opinion as to 
whether it was a revue or 2 vaude- 
ville performance, came to an ab- 
rupt finish at the Ambassador after 
Tuesday (9) night. “here was no 
performance the next afternoon, the 
audience being dismissed. 

Report was that some of the cast 
or acts had walked out previously, 
but it seems musician trouble over 
wages prevented the curtain from 
going up. Show played nime days. 

Equity at first ruled ‘Scrap Book’ 
was a revue and ordered the cast 
to hand in two weeks’ notice Sub- 
sequently, the Council rescinded the 
order and rated the performance 
as vaudeville. There were two 
performances daily and Sunday, 
with the night scale at $1 top. 
Equity interest was aroused be- 
cause 14 performances weekly was 
in excess of the eight show limit 
weekly for legit and of equal im- 


portanc: the fact that Sundays 
were included, 
Business the first (and only) 


Sunday was reported distinctly dis- 
appointing, with something under 
$250 in the house at night, accord- 
ing to estimates. 


Show Scaled Down 


Chamberlain Brown, the legit 
casting agent who presented ‘Book,’ 
stated there were 75 persons in the 
cast, calling for a total salar of 
$4,100, largest additional item be- 
ing the orchestra, which cost $1,500 
weekly. He explained that the nut 
was too heavy for a theatre of 
moderate capacity, especially with 
a scale of 50 cents afternoons and 
a dollar at night. Brown averred 
that more than half the cast were 
paid in full and there was only $375 
still due when the show suddenly 
stopped. 

‘Scrap Book’ is to be reorganized 
on a smaller scale and sent to Bos- 
ton—a vaudeville show along revue 
lines. Brown claims he has a guar- 
antee against loss in that stand 
from a legit house which is not in- 
cluded in the booking group of the 
new United Booking Office (Er- 
langer-Shubert combination). 

‘Folies Bergere’ 

The ‘Folies Bergere,’ which will 
soon relight the Sam Harris, will 
similarly play 14 performances 
weekly. Equity has decided to 
keep hands off of that revue or 
vaudeville show, too, admitting it 
entered the picture too late. Find- 
ing the actors in this show have 
run of the play contracts, it was 
deemed inadvisable to attempt in- 
terference, but Equity states it will 
not countenance similar set-ups, 
fearing violation of the eight per- 
formance and no Sunday rules for 
New York. 

There are ‘names’ in the ‘Folies,’ 
but the players say they do not care 
how many shows they play—they 
want the work. Show is to be pre- 
sented by Max Rudnick, heretofore 
known as stock burlesque operator 
at the Eltinge. It is set for the 
Sam Harris theatre. Previously it 
was due at the Liberty, with nego- 
tiations also for the Hollywood. 

Piece opens at the Castle theatre, 
Long Beach, Aug. 19 and is due at 
the Harris on Aug. 29. 





Frisco’s Co-op Group 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 

Another co-op legit project is 
scheduled to get under way early in 
September when the Actors’ Club 
tlans to open at the Community 
Playhouse. Ronald Telfer is head- 
ing the group. 

In company are Earl Lee, Helen 
Auddifred, Dorothy Vaughn, Ralph 
Bell, Patsy Lee, Russell Cushing, 
Claire Sinclair, and Will Abraham. 





‘Cynara’s’ N. W. Dates 


v Seattle, Aug. 15. 

Philip Merivale in ‘Cynara’ is 
booked to open the fall legit sea- 
son in Seattle, Aug. 24-27. Port- 
land dates, Aug. 22-23. 

Return east to be via Vancouver, 
B. C., Calgary, Saskatoon, Regina 
and Winnipeg, playing dates in all 
of these Canadian towns. 





New ‘Parade’ People 


Elsa Ersi and Earle Oxford will 
be new principals in ‘Laugh Parade’ 
when the Ed Wynn musical opens 
on the road Sept. 5 in Boston. 

They replace Jeanne Aubert and 
Lawrence Gray of the original cast. 





_ 


Shuberts Lose Star 


Ted Healy is out of the Shuber* 
‘Passing Show.’ Sophie Tucker, 
also mentioned as in the revue, now 
is out of the running for it. Show 
is the warmed over ‘Hey Nonny 
Nonny’ and was to have been a 
‘Greenwich Village Follies.’ 

Healy was all set to go in and 
rehearsed for some time. He walked 
out when deciding the terms of his 
contract with the Shuberts were 
unsatisfactory. 

Undecided whether Shuberts will 
ge through with the piece or drop 
it. 


‘Ballyhoo’ Staying Out 
For Further Fixing 


‘Ballyhoe of 1932,’ the season's 
first major musical which opened in 
Atlantic City last week after a de- 
iayed start, is holding over in the 
resort this week, moving from the 
Apollo to the Garden pier theatre. 
The Gensler - Anthony - Patterson- 
Connolly revue is slated to open on 
Broadway at the 44th Street week 
of Aug. 22. 

It was intended to play Newark, 
instead, but the Schlessingers re- 
fused to relight either of their thea- 
tres there because there were no 
immdiate further bookings. 

The revue runs to flat pieces and 
ecvuld not be completely hung in the 
pier house which is not equipped 
with the necessary number of lines. 
Further out of town performances 
were decided on for the switching 
of routines and insertion of new 
skits. 

Two cast changes are included 
in the fixing up process. Guy Shy 
goes in in place of Bobe Hope and 
James Melton succeeds Dan Stew- 
art. Eddie Preble left for A.C. over 
the weekend on a rewrite assign- 
ment, 








Except Sunday 


Topeka, Aug. 15. 

Topeka is not a Sunday show 
town. This is the decision of Col. 
R. J. Mack, manager of the Mc- 
Owen stock company now exhibiting 
under canvas at the fair grounds 
and packing them in at 5, 10 and 
15—except Sunday. 

The Sabbath matinee will be 
moved to Wednesday. Col. Mack 
thinks he will do as much business 
with that one performance as he is 
now doing with two shows on Sun- 
day. Total business for the best 
Sunday for the past eight weeks 
was $75. 





Sweet Stops Tour 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 
Finding the road for tented reper- 
tory poor this summer George 
Sweet, impresario of one of the 
larger canvas touring troupes, has 
cancelled the balance of his tour. 
Instead he has pitched his tent in 
Sioux City and will attempt to play 
out the remaining four or five weeks 
there at 50c with two changes of 
bill weekly. 
Experiment started yesterday (14). 


Play for Jessel 


George Jessel is talking with Jed 
Harris about a play ‘Salt of the 
Earth. Piece is being rewritten 
with the idea of starring Jessel. 
Probable date is sometime in 
January. 


MORGAN LEAD FOR ‘GIRL’ 


Frank Morgan will handie the 
male lead in Earl Carroll’s produc- 
tion of ‘It's a Girl” That’s the 
London farce that’s being turned in- 
to a musical for Carroll and prob- 
ably for the Manhattan theatre, 
New York. 

Morgan is in Hollywood for RKO 
for one picture but will come back 
late in September to join rehearsals. 


EDNA HIBBARD HURT 
Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Lester Bryant and his wife, Edna 
Hibbard are simply vacationing in 
Chicago, Bryant declares. This de- 
nies reports he would produce a 
Chicago play featuring Miss Hib- 
bard. 

Actress has been abed the past 
two weeks following an automobile 
accident near Chicago when driv- 
ing here from New York. She is 
now able to walk around. 














HIGHWAY STOCK 


Showman Tries Theatre on Auto 
Route 10 Miles From K. GC. 








Kansas City, Aug. 16. 
Louis Charnisky, who for a num- 
ber of years managed the Pantages, 
is giving open-air stock a trial on 
highway 50, about 10 miles west 
of this city, and drawing consider- 
able automobile trade. 
The company is headed by Harry 
Cheshire and Helen Meyers. Ten 
and 25 cents is the scale. 


FOUR BEER FINALES 
AND AN ARGUMENT 


Atlantic City, Aug. 15. 
There is a ‘We Want Beer’ first 
act finale in ‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ the 
season’s first revue, which opened 
here at the Apollo last week. It 
provided the basis of a hot argu- 
ment between Lewis Gensler, com- 
poser, and one of the producers of 
‘Ballyhoo,’ and Billy Rose in the 
lobby. Rose claimed it was his idea. 
After the fireworks were all over 
those in the know informed both 
Gensler and Rose that the beer 
finale punch is also planned for the 








Greek Evans ‘Theatre in the Woods’ 


New Music Center for Connecticut 


——— 








Unions’ Stock Repeats 


Canton, O., Aug. 15. 

Plans are under way for an indef 
season of dramatic stock, at the old 
Grand opera house here, opening 
the week following Labor Day. 

The engagement will be sponsored 
as last season by the union stage 
hands and musicians on a co- 
operative basis. Edith Ambler Play- 
ers ran six months at the Grand 
last winter to excellent business 
under the same set up. 


UBO’s Maiden Booking 
Block Is Play, For Chi 


‘The World Between’ has been 
added to Chicago’s early season 
bookings, the premiere at the Sel- 
wyn there being slated for Sept. 18. 
Show is the first new production to 
be handled by the recently formed 
United Booking Office. 








o , J , 
new £chwab and DeSylva musical, The attraction is the initial man- 


wey Ae yyy on —, pgs agerial try of Fritz Blocki, formerly 
‘Scandals.’ dramatic editor of the Chicago 


‘American.’ Chaz Chase, the comic 
who is associated with Blocki in the 
presentation, is said to be the 
show's backer. 


Guild’s ‘Earth’ Dated 


Theatre Guild's first production of 
the new season—the Owen Davis 
dramatization of ‘Good Earth’— 
opens in Philadelphia about Sept. 
19, coming to the Guild theatre, 
New York, two weeks later. 

Earl Larrimore is the lead. 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


a 
Benny Stein has gone with Lew Brown and Ray Henderson as general 
manager, Mare Lachmann on publicity, in connection with ‘Forward 
March,’ their new musical which Seymour Felix is staging. 
Brown & Henderson are committed to new faces and have a chorus of 
10 girls who are perhaps the most familiar faces in America but who've 
never been on stage or screen. They're the advertising poster poseuses 
such as the girls for Chesterfield, Lucky Strike, Camel and other popular 
ciggie brands. 
Only name of any prominence in show business in ‘Forward March’ is 
George Dewey Washington, colored singer. Otherwise all are fresh faces. 
Johnny Downes of Hal Roach comedies is called by Brown a ‘George M. 
Cohan when Georgie was younger.’ 
Show goes in rehearsal in two weeks. 


Reported Ruth Etting may enter 
‘Ballyhoo,’ with Gus Shy replacing 
Bob Hope. 


C. S. Heilig Ill 


Seattle, Aug. 15. 
Cc. S. Heilig, veteran showman, 
who for years operated Heilig the- 
atres in Portland, Tacoma and Se- 
attle, is ill at his home in Tacoma. 
He had a stroke some time ago 
but now seems improving. 




















Refusal of San Francisco crafts to make concessions, in line with 
lower salaries of stock 4. ‘tors, has blocked deals by stock managers for 
the reopening of the Alcazar, until recently the northern California 
stronghold of Henry Duffy. Since Duffy’s withdrawal ’Frisco, for the 
first time in years, has been without stock. 

Prospective tenants have been discouraged by insistence of musicians 
for a minimum number of pit men and demands of stage hands for 
eight men for one set shows, and 10 men for two set productions. An- 
other obstacle is latter craft’s rule on maximum hours for a performance, 
with resultant heavy overtime when plays go beyond limit. 

Inquiry is said to have revealed that wages demanded by crafts in 
most instances run 100% higher than cost of cast for an ordinary 
production. 





It cost Joe Cook $50,000 to appear in London this summer in the ill- 
fated ‘Fanfare’ which was hailed in the British provinces only to run 
against a hostile first night audience in London. Show was presented 
by John Murray Anderson with London backers. It was withdrawn 
after a few weeks. 

Cook was slated for a picture and his guarantee was to have been 50 
G's. The film was ‘Million Dollar Legs’ with Jack Oakie and W. C. 
Fields. Latter was engaged in Cook’s place. Picture is a burlesque on 
the Olympic games. 

Cook’s salary in ‘Fanfare’ was $2,100 a week. Understood he used 
most of that in entertaining. Some of the actors were not paid off for 
the final London week. Among them Dave Chasen. 





Walter Lowenfels, suing everybody connected with ‘Of Thee I Sing 
on a plagiarism charge, is well known in the Paris-American literati 
colony. He’s the son of a middle western butter and egg merchant (not 
a gag) and has been living in Paris for some years writing poetry. Two 
books of his poems have been published. 

He wrote a play, ‘America: With Music,’ some years back. It was 
published anonymously in Paris by the Contact Press. George Antheil 
wrote some music for it. It’s this play, claims Lowenfels, that was 
plagiarized in ‘Sing.’ 





An illustration of the emphasis being laid on entertainment and Little 
Theatre training at children’s summer camps is seen at the swanky 
French’s camp at Ticonderoga (N. Y.), where a show is presented, in a 
specially built theatre, once a week, under the direction of William Hay- 
den Rorke, “irector of drama. One-acters, played by the youngsters, are 
a feature of each bill. 

The French camps employ Claire Wilson, concert pianist of New York, 
as camp musician. 





Walter Connelly, character actor, now in Hollywood for his first pic- 
ture, a screen adaptation of ‘The Bitter Tea of General Yen,’ will return 
East shortly and join the Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass. for 
latter’s production of Molnar’s ‘The Good Fairy,’ playing the same role 
he did in New York last season opposite Helen Hayes. 





With Hal Skelly going into Lawrence Weber’s play, ‘Manhattan Med- 
ley,’ he’s given up any idea of reviving ‘Burlesque.’ 

Skelly was’ going to produce the revival himself and had picked the 
cast when the Weber play showed up. ‘Manhattan Medley’ was written 





Norwalk, Conn., Aug. 16. 

‘Theatre in the Woods,’ a pic. 
turesque open air theatre seating 
3,000, has been developed here in six 
weeks’ time. Constructed on the 
edge of an oak woods with well 
equipped 125 ft. stage, the theatre 
has been developed without backing 
and with only the ticket sale to 
finance its progress. 

Greek Evans, veteran operetta 
baritone, is the general director of 
the company which has been or- 
ganized as the Norwalk Civic Opera 
Co. In the spring with Humphrey 
Doulens, young Connecticut news- 
paper "nan, he put on a series of 
operas in a local theatre to help the 
unemployed. 

Performance clicked so well that 
they demanded more. Hvans and 
Doulens thought up the open-air 
idea and looked for a suitable site. 
About July 1 they were about to 
give up the idea when Evans, walk- 
ing out into the yard of his home 
on the outskirts of this town, looked 
down @ hill and saw a natural am- 
phitheatre, filled with trees and 
brush comm.- to the countryside. 

That afternoon the town’s unem- 
ployed were at work on the job. 
Ground was cleared and the large 
stage constructed of natural stone, 
An elaborate lighting system was 
installed with spotlights placed in 
the trees. A circle of trees form 
the background of the stage. Flood- 
lights illuminate the audience while 
sets are changed. 


2,500 At Premiere 


With only three weeks to pre- 
pare the theatre, to blast rock, re- 
move trees, excavate and fill in, the 
theatre was opened July 10, with 
a performance of DekKoven’'s ‘Robin 
Hood’ before an audience of 2,500. 

Word of the theatre has spread 
far and the audience increased to 
3,200 when ‘The Vagabond King’ 
was presented Saturday night (13). 
Evans sang the role of Francois Vil- 
lon with his wife, Henrietta Wake- 
field, mezzo-soprano of the Metro- 
politan Opera, taking the role of 
Luguette. 

Ruth Miller, formerly of tho Met- 
ropolitan, Forrest Huff, Sudsworth 
Fraser, Mabel Miller Downs, Camilla 
Crume, Oscar Seahalm and Horace 
McMahon, drawn chiefly from the 
nearby colonies of professionals, 
form the resident company. 

There is a chorus of 75 trained 
singers and a ballet. 

The next production will be given 
Sept. 2. A more frequent repertoire 
is planned for next season. 


MORRIS GREEN, $272,650 
IN DEBT, FILES BKPTCY 


Ticket agencies are listed as 
among the biggest creditors of 
Morris Green, legit producer, who 
filed a voluntary petition in bank- 
ruptcy in the Federal Court yester- 
day (15). He just returned from 
abroad. The amount of $23,113 is 
listed as owing to ticket agents. 
This amount is a debt of the Gre- 
Gan Corp, in which Green partnered 
with Lewis E. Gensler and which 
he stated he might be held liable 
for. They produced ‘The Gang’s 
All Here,’ a costly flop of last sea- 
son. 

Other debts of the Gre-Gan Corp., 
listed by Green, include $1,089 owed 
to Donald Ogden Stewart; $449 due 
Russell Crouse, and $7,609 owed 
Kay Swift and Paul James. 

Green lists no assets; 
total $272,650. Among his creditors 








are the Shuberts, $50,000; Brooks 
Costumes, $36,626; Erlanger Pro- 
ductions, Inc., $24,000; T. B. Me- 


Donald Construction Co., $15,756; J. 
P. Warburg, $10,000; Jed Harris, 
$2,500; Cleon Throckmorton, $1,000; 
Lenore Ulrich and Sidney Black- 
mer, $450. 

Green has been producing in legit 
for more than 10 years. He was 
partnered with A. L. Jones for sev- 
eral of these. 





RELIGHTING LEGITS 
Newark, Aug. 15. 

A week from today (22) the Shu- 
bert theatre reopens with the ‘ Fol- 
ies Bergere’ and has bookings for 
the next few weeks. The Broad 
will reopen with ‘Nine Day Wonder’ 
Sept. 5. 

The Orpheum (colored) relight: 





Sept. 3. 
| 
by Lawrence Hazard and goes into the Longacre, New York, Sept. 26.) 


House has been dark most 
of the year, 


liabilities | 


ed 


























Th 
com] 
Russ 
phy 
Tion 


sian 
abso 
erni: 
have 
Gers 
Tion 
sian 
cork 
Grof 
Tr 
the 
mig] 
tuna 
alte 
juga 
the 
no 1 
tout 
ente 


Fr 
won 
witr 
top 
amp 
ceiv 
stra 
tros 
Albe 
ant 
ing 


har! 
the 

Tio} 
aco} 
Mat 


fror 
a < 
duc 
ens 


Tio! 
duc 
Nel: 
ens 
the 

Nel 
seu: 
priz 
thir 
Hel 
por 
wor 
sch 
The 
fres 
hea 
The 
Bis 
Ma 
Jea 
jori 
hig) 


Ras 
evic 
essé 
wor 
for 
me! 
pec 
aus 
and 
to 
love 


wer 
cle 
low 
ing 
and 


by 
a il 
Ste 
kid: 
dan 
ma 
hov 
mez 
Alls 





























Tuesday, August 16, 1932 


VARIETY 37 











REGUTEMATE 





Toaihin- Rasch Stadium Concert 


May Be Start of an American Ballet 


By ABEL GREEN 
The three concerts featuring the 
Tiomkin, 


choreogra- 


compositions of Dimitri 
Russian composer; the 
phy of Albertina Rasch (Madame 
Tiomkin), long an established fig- 
ure in the American show world, 
and the dancing by the Rasch. bal- 


let, were witnessed by a gross at- 
tendance of some 45,000 people last 
week, split up over three nights at 
the Lewisohn Stadium in New York. 
This may become an_ historical 
music-terpsichorean event in that it 
possibly marks the cradling of a 
native American ballet, long the 
ambition of the Viennese Miss 
Rasch and her Russian composer- 
husband, Tiomkin. 

Equally significant at these three 
recitals, batoned by Dr. Hugo Ries- 
enfeld, who c. i1ducted the Philhar- 
monic-Symphony orchestra, were 
the compositions of Tiomkin, a Rus- 
sian by birth who has thoroughly 
absorbed all the elements of mod- 
ernistic sympho-syncopation which 
have distinguished Ravel and 
Gershwin, This is evidenced in 
Tiomkin’s ‘Cakewalk,’ the Andalu- 
sian tempos of ‘Fiesta’ and that 
corking ‘Negro Chant,’ which Ferde 
Grofe scored. 

The artistic and family mating of 
the Tiomkin and Rasch talents 
might be captiously termed unfor- 
tunae only in that it prompted an 
alternation of highlights. It sub- 
jugated the music a bit in favor of 
the terpsichorean aspects, but at 
no time could it be said that the 
toute ensemble wasn’t satisfactory 
entertainment for mass appeal. 


S. R. O. at $1 


From the show angle, it’s little 
wonder that the Lewisohn Stadium 
witnessed SRO. For once, the $1- 
top music-lovers at the endowed 
amphitheatre of the C.C.N.Y. re- 
ceived something away from the 
straight symphonics with the maes- 
tros Willem Van Hoogenstraten and 
Albert Coates (Hans Lange, assist- 
ant conductor) have been present- 
ing these summer nights. 

Dr. Riesenfeld handled the Phil- 
harmonic-Symphony orchestra in 
the performance of the intricate 
Tiomkin compositions which were 
acored by Grofe, Deems Taylor and 
Maurice de Packh. 

In sequence, Mozart’s overture 
from the ‘Marriage of Figaro’ and 
a divertissement interlude intro- 
ducing Mollie Peck and the Rasch 
ensemble, led off. 

The highly colorfully ‘Fiesta,’ 
Tiomkin’s first composition, intro- 
duced Dorissa Nelova (nee Doris 
Nelson when she headed the Rasch 
ensemble in ‘Face the Music’), in 
the ‘farandola.’” Miss Nelson (or 
Nelova) is an accomplished dan- 
seuse, one of the choreagrapher’s 
prize pupils, who stopped every- 
thing twice. Florence Nelson and 
Helen Carson were prime sub-sup- 
port, and Rosita Ortega, who had 
won distinction with some sort of a 
scholarship, likewise\ scintillated. 
The other portion of the Spanish al 
fresco featured Betty Eisner at the 
head of the ensemble in the ‘gitana.’ 
The fandango finale saw Marguerite 
Eisele, Rose Gale, Ruth Fischer, 
Margaret Durand, Lisa Guigon, 
Jeanette Witty, Vida McLain, Mar- 
jorie McLaughlin and ensemble in 
highly effective motivations, 

Combination of the Tiomkin- 
Rasch talents from the start thus 
evidenced that Madame Albertina is 
essentially a consummate show 
woman. She was sacrificing naught 
for the ultimate general entertain- 
ment, leaving the more serious as- 
pects of musical recitals to the 
austere batons of Hoogstraten 
and Coates. These programs were 
to be strictly for painless musical 
lovers. 

Frances Wise and Rose Tyrrell 
were dynamite with Tiomkin’s 
clever ‘Cakewalk,’ which ws fol- 
lowed by his ‘Negro Chant,’ featur- 
ing Eva Jessye’s mixed Negro choir 
and the entire Rasch ensemble. 

Satirical Ballet 


The second half was highlighted | 


by Tiomkin’s ‘Scherzo Humoresque,’ 
a fitting setting for the vixenish 
Steinway hall ballerina who thus 
kidded the entire school of ballet 
dancing in deft yet not too Minsky 
manner. Audience got it pronto, 
however, although it was by no 
means broad. Mollie Peck, Virginia 
Allen, Beatrice Lauri, Martha Wil- 
bert, Lillian Moore, Mildred Schnei- 
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Worcester, Mass., Aug. 15. 
pany of New York city has re- 
acquired the old Worcester theatre, 
legit, and the house, believed closed 
forever, will reopen in the fall. The 
Shea interests owned the theatre be- 
fore it was taken over by the Spen- 
cer Savings bank, first mortgage 
holder. Eugene F. Shea, manager 
for many years, is expected to take 
charge again. 

Since the closing of the playhouse 
the Plymouth, indie vaude-film 
house, last season began an experi- 
ment of presenting legit shows for 
one night. It is proposed to con- 
tinue this legit policy again next 
season, although the reopening of 
the old Worcester may have some 
effect on the plans. 


SCIENTISTS WOULD USE 
THEATRE FOR WORSHIP 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

That report about the Christian 
Science church seeking a downtown 
theatre to be remodeled for their use 
as a church appears to have foun- 
dation. Scientists opened negotia- 
tions with the Shuberts for the 
Princess, Shubert-owned, but from 
report shied away at the Shubert 
method of business negotiation. 

Now a deal is on with the Illi- 
nois, owned by Harry Powers. IHli- 
nois is just off Michigan Boulevard 
and deemed an ideal location for a 
church. Orchestra Hall and the 
Studebaker around the corner are 
used for church services by dif- 
ferent sects. 

Importance of their Wednesday 
night testimonial services makes the 
Christian Scientists anxious to take 
full-time possession instead of sim- 
ply renting for Sunday use. 











der, Elsie Kain, Ina Korsch and Fifi 
Hennebique officiated. 

A very 1932 ‘Today’ number, with 
the ensemble headed by Dorissa 
Nelova, in Olympic shorts, finaled. 

Second portion was introduced by 
Tiomkin’s ‘Prelude’ and ‘Valse Ro- 
mantique’ wherein participated Vir- 
ginia Allen, Inga Anderson, Janet 
Carver, Virginia Davies, Peggy Dell, 
Iris DeLuce, Margaret Durand, 
Marguerite Eisele, Ruth Fischer, 
Lisa Guigon, Martha Henkel, Valerie 
Huff, Vida McLain, Marjorie Mc- 
Laughlin, Naida Pahl, Mollie Peck, 
Josephine Roberts, Mary Wilkinson, 
Frances Wise, Virginia Bethel, Mary 
Brooks, Helene Carson, Betty Eis- 
ner, Vera Frederick, Gertrude Ge- 


rard, Gertrude Hogan, Dorothy 
Koster, Dorothy Lane, Florence 
Nelson, Georgianna Orr, Rosita Or- 


tega, Jeanne Phillips, Jean Schwarz, 
Rose Tyrrell, Mora Vordkin, Eleanor 
Waters, Jeannette Witty, Molly 
Wood and Dorissa Nelova, 

The all-Tiomkin second half was 
split by the march from ‘L’Amour 
de Trois Oranges’ by Prokofieff (an- 
‘other of the advanced composers) 
with Inga Andersen, Janet Carver, 
Peggy Dell, Ruth Fischer, Gertrude 
Gerard, Billy Partridge, Jean 
Schwarz and Frances Wise strut- 
ting terps. 

A Bit of Minsky 

That even the Lewisohn Stadium 
addicts go for a little Minsky was 
evidenced in one number when a 
brassiere unhgoked. Like a _ strip 
routine, they salvo’d for an encore. 

Aside from these bawdy reportor- 
ial observations, no disputing the 
mass appeal of the Rasch-Tiomkin- 
| Riesenfeld program which, probably 
under name patronage and sponsor- 
ship and a foreign label, could go 
out at $5 and $10 and get some 
money. But it’s to the credit of the 
150c and $1 trade at the CCNY sta- 
dium that they go for it straight 
sans the expensive aura. 


Madame Rasch who, while allowed 
$1,500 for the concert from the 
Lewisohn donors, expended twice as 
much additionally. Presentation re- 
vealed this itself. 

As a show business element, this 
entertainment under proper hook- 
up has every element for mass ap- 
peal, under r.of, for a fall try en 
tour. It’s strictly a concert platform 
divertissement, best attuned to 
large capacity auditoriums. 
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Old Worcester Reopening | 


| 


Joseph E. Shea Amusement Com- | 





No Tax for Press 





Dramatic critics and sports 
writers reporting premiere 
events are not personally pay- 
ing the Federal admissions tax 
nor are the publications. This 
‘ax is being assumed by the 
managements. 

Tickets are sent the papers 
the same as heretofore, but 
press agents have a problem in 
the distribution of first-night 
show ducats. Where more than 
one show opens on the same 
evening, some tickets sent the 
dailies are never used. This 
season the dramatic editors 
will be queried so that tax need 
not be paid on unused tickets. 

The attractions will bear the 
burden, The percentage is 
higher for the show than for 
the house, the tax payment 
being split that way. 


CARROLL’S ALIEN ACTS 
TO PAY EQUITY PLENTY 


Earl Carroll’s importation of alien 
actors, mostly British, will come 
under Equity regulations on foreign 
professionals. ‘There are said to be 
60 aliens engaged abroad for the 
new ‘Vanities.’ All such players will 
be required to pay $50 initiation fee 
and dues of $18 yearly. In addition 
they must pay Equity 5% of each 
week’s salary, minimum to be $10 
weekly. 

There are two troupes of English 
dancing girls who must join Chorus 
Equity, initiation being $15 and the 
dues $12 a year. Choristers are not 
required to pay a percentage of 
their salaries. Matter of chorus 
salaries of the English girls may 
come up for consideration by Chorus 
Equity which sets a minimum of 
$30 for New York and $35 on tour. 
The same minimum would apply to 
the visitors. In England chorus 
girls average five pounds. or about 
$18 a week. 














Dot Stone Pa’s Lead 


Fred Stone’s chief support in 
‘Smiling Faces’ will be his daugh- 
ter Dorothy who replaced her sister 
Paula when the show went into re- 
hearsal Monday. ‘Faces’ was on 
tour last season, without Broadway 
booking. It is due to open next 
month in New York. 

Paula Stone is due to appear in 
another Shubert musical later in 
the season. 





PLAY PEDDLING JAUNT 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Charles Williams and Walter 
Wagner left here for New York 
Saturday (13) with two plays they 
hope to land for Broadway produc- 
tion. 

Pair will make the trip on a 
motorcycle. 





hae teekblll.o 3.1 


Jane Cowl will probably join the 





Theatre Guild. 
Both parties have been talking 
things over and are reported sat- 


isfied with terms. 


‘SING’ MOVES IN START 
OF NEW SEASON SHIFTS 


‘Of Thee I Sing’ will inove from 
the Music Box to Chanin’s 46th 
Street Oct. 3. The house switch 
will be accompanied by a reduced 
ticket scale. First planned to use a 
$3.30 top when moving to larger 
quarters, but the demand continues 
so strong at the present $5.50 top, 
that the front section of the Chanin 
house will probably be $3.85. ‘Here 
Today’ is slated for the Music Box. 

‘Sing’ was to have moved into the 
Imperial, but that house is now 
booked to get ‘Flyinz Colors,’ new 
Max Gordon revue which was set 
for the Shubert. The Imperial is 
one of the Shubert receivership 
group which is in litigation, the re- 
ceivers refusing to pay interest and 
taxes over the summer. Sam H. 
Stone holds the first mortgage. 

Stone at first rejected the re- 
ceivers’ plan to operate the Im- 
perial and 46th Street, refunding to 
the mortgagee the interest and 
taxes from oyerating profit. Last 
week he advised the receivers they 
could book the Imperial provided a 
new show was supplied. Shubert 
is due to house ‘Smiling Faces,’ the 
Fred Stone show, next month. 

The Chicago company of ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ goes into rehearsal this 
week. It will open in Cleveland and 








play Detroit before the Loop date 





which starts early in October at 
Cohan’'s Grand. 

Three leads to be featured as in 
the original cast are Mary Lawlor, 
Oscar Shaw and Donald Meek. 
Chief support will have Cecil Lean, 
Roberta Robinson, Paul Everton 
and Francis Pierlot. 





SUING LYONS & LYONS 


Lyons & Lyons, the agents who 
were allegedly advanced $1,500 for 
the music rights to ‘Loves of Casa- 
nova,’ which they planned for spring 
production, are being sued for that 
amount by Miller Music, song pub- 
lishers, 

L&L in defense avers that only 
$250 was advanced, and that it 
didn’t receive the $1,500 alleged in 
the complaint. 








Rese Helds Out for 75-25 Terms 
On Bway, Ignores UBO Road Route 





Coast Musical Is Again 
Postponed; Non-Equity 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

‘Hang Up Your Hat,’ musical 
scheduled for the Music Box for to- 
day (15), will not get under way 
until Wednesday. 

This makes the third postpone- 
ment of the opening date. Cast is 
non-Equity, but stage hands and 
musicians are union. 





Cagney Ogles Stage 


James Cagney is looking for a 
legit play, intending to make a 
Broadway appearance if possible. 
| He’s been talking to Theresa Hel- 
|burn and Lawrence Langner about 
the lead in ‘Chrysalis’ which that 
|pair are preparing for the Martin 
| Beck Sept. 15. Understood they 





| tions not completely cold, however. 





LADD SUES FOR HURTS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
For injuries incurred in an auto 
accident here on April 19, Schuyler 
Ladd, legit actor, is suing F. R. Gal- 
breath for $102,273. 
Listed among his injuries are con- 
eussion of the brain, seven frac- 
tured ribs and twisted vertebrae. 








Program was further tribute to|couldn’t get together, with negotia- | ‘South of Washington and west of 

|the Mississippi,’ 
| tour his shows in those towns which 
j}are hungry for read fare, and do 





‘Billy Rose’s Revue,’ as he calls 
his new show, opens Sept. 26 at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, Phila- 
delphia, and then comes into either 
Erlanger’s New Amsterdam _ or 
Globe, the choice of which is de- 
pendent on terms. Rose is holding 
out for 75-25 split instead of 76-30. 

His argument with the UBO, legit 
booking office, is that he wants a 
percentage split or straight rental 
at 1932 standards, and that he 
doesn’t care anything about those 
out-of-town theatres as he’s had 
his experience in playing big audi- 
toriums and taking more money out 
of each towr in fewer days by pick- 
ing the right kind of town halls, | 
Masonic temples, auditoriums, etc., 
instead of theatres. 

Can Pick Own Spots 

Rose, as with ‘Crazy Quilt,’ con- 

tends there is lots of real money 


and that he can 


very well with it. 

Rose’s Revue, -ch he hopes to 
make an annual affair under that 
title, now holds Smith and Dale, 
Joe Jackson, Loomis Twins, Jack 
Whiting, Barbara Newberry, Hin4. 
Wassau, Clyde Hager, with likeli- 
hood that Hal LeRoy and Eleanor 
Powell will also be closed. 


Shuberts Frame Own Staging Unit 


While Lee Dominates as Receiver 


The Shuberts individually and 
apart from the Theatre Corporation 
which is in receivership, are re- 
ported planning the formation of a 


new producing corporation to be 
known as Lee and J. J. Shubert, 
Limited. 


While the receivership estate has 
the first call on their services, it is 
understood they are within. their 
rights in producing shows, but re- 
eceivers have the first call to take 
over all such attractions in whole 
or part, or not to participate at all. 
Out of $300,000 to be raised by 
receivers’ certificates, it is estimated 
that $175,000 would actually be de- 
voted to productions for the receiv- 
ership. By that means the receivers 
are hopeful of making a better 
showing than during the first nine 
months of the receivership. 

Although there are two co-re- 
ceivers, the situation in the Shubert 
office places Lee Shubert virtually 
in sole charge. The Irving Trust 
Company was appointed by the 
court as the other receiver and it 
appointed an alert employee as its 
representative in the Shubert office, 

But the bank hzs withdrawn the 
original appointee (Charles Fisk) 
who after eight months absorbed a 
substantial working knowledge of 
the business and its possibilities, 
The new bank representative knows 
nothing of show business, 


The Ruling Voice 


Lee Shubert has complete say as 
to the receiveiship shows and he 
apparently will decide which attrac- 
tions will be in the corporation and 
those which will be owned by Lee 
and J. J. Shubert, Ltd. . 

Understood the new Shubert or- 
ganization, which will not issue 
stock to the public, came about be- 
cause of the number of theatres 
thrown back on their hands by the 
receivers and the necessity of pro- 
ducing for those houses. The 
brothers are reported through with 
realty activities. They will attempt 
to get rid of some properties and 
want no additional real estate. 

Recent activities on the part of 
the Shuberts indicate they are in 
urgent search for attractions of 
other managers. They have con- 
centrated on the newer producers, 
but have not stopped at making 
offers. 

One instance reported is of 
one of the Shuberts saying that 
another producer had no _ stand- 
ing with Equity and that he could 
not guarantee the salary bond. To 
disprove this the indie house owner 
telephoned Equity and repeated the 
Shubert allegation. The answer 
was that his personal guarantee 
was entirely satisfactory. As far as 
Equity is concerned the Shubert re- 
ceivership remains a problem be- 
cause the receivers as such are not 
in the managerial association whose 
agreement with Equity guarantees 
salaries. 

Authority of the Majestic, Masque 
and Royale receivership to lea_e the 
Royale to John Golden was con- 
firmed in another decision handed 
down by Supreme Court Justice 
Valente. Shuberts had asked for a 
reargument on their proposition for 
the house, and the court repeated 
the previous ruling that the re- 





ceivers would be better off in ac- 
cepting the Golden lease for 21 
months. Royale is a theatre thrown 
back to the mortgagee by the Shu- 
bert receivers and is itself in re- 
ceivership., 

Court opined when the case first 
came up before him that the 
‘absence of entangling alliances 
would seem to lend weight in favor’ 
of the Golden deal, and that the 
latter producer impressed it as be- 
ing of ‘superior responsibility.’ 

Vaude Houses for Legit 

The Erlanger- Shubert booking 
pool, the United Booking Office, de- 
signed to eliminate opposition book- 
ing out of town, is not yet func- 


tioning, although formally an- 
nounced and open for business. The 


delay concerns theatres in Chicago 
and Philadelphia. It is expected the 
situation will be cleared during 
September and as indicated previ- 
ously the new season can hardly get 
going properly until October. 

The U.B.O. has 16 attractions ag 
a starter for out of town bookings, 


That is more than both the Shu- 
berts and Erlanger booking ex- 
changes had last season at this 





time, but even with the number of 
theatres considerably reduced the 


(Continued on page 39) 
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A New Plars by Garhi: Badeskor 


Set for Moscow's Legit Season 


Moscow, July 31. 

Plays by Gorki 
Michael Bulgakoy are among the 
most promising items on the pre- 


Maxim and 


liminary lists scheduled for the next 
season, 

Gorki's' play is his first since the 
revolution. In the interim he has 
blossomed into a sort of grand mo- 
gul of Soviet literature. The play is 
called ‘Igor Bulichev’ will be 
staged by the Vakhtangoff theatre. 
The whole country will soon cele- 
brate the anniversary of 40 years 
of Gorki’s literary activities. The 
production will be timed to coincide 
with the event. 
common report the Gorki 
thing is not so hot, It runs to in- 
finite detail and infinite talkative- 
ness. Its setting is pre-revolution- 
ary, but he promises to follow with 
further dramas tracing the career 
of the hero into and beyond the 
revolutionary period. 


Bulgakov’s offering is certain to 
be more interesting. So far his rec- 
ord for first-rate plays has been un- 
broken and he has survived more 
censorship blows than any other 
writer here. The new play will be 
*‘Moliere,’ based on the life of the 
French dramatist. 


and 


From 


attacks on Moliere and perhaps 


holds a hidden parallel with the] partnership with Ralph Lynn, and/|to the U. S. A. forthwith. Immigra- 


Bolsheviks’ attacks on Bulgakov. 


Stanislavsky’s Art theatre will make| Walls will retain his interest in|is to block entrance of indigent for- 
the presentation. Another Bulgakov | the venture and divide his time be- | eigners. 
offering, production delayed from|tween directing and acting in pic-|rule applies to all strangers seck- 


the past season, will be his drama- 
tization of Gogol’s ‘Dead Souls.’ 
Second Theatre 

Second Moscow Art theatre will 
present ‘Heaven and Earth,’ written 
by the brothers Toor and dealing 
with the ‘proletarian conquest of 
the heights of science,’ as the an- 
nouncement puts it. Vakhtangoff 
theatre, whose chief attraction will 
be its unique and mischevious 
‘Hamlet,’ will produce the first dra- 
matic effort of a successful novelist, 
L. Slavin, to be called ‘Foreign Col- 
legium,’ and to revolve around the 
French occupation of southern Rus- 
sia in 1919. 

Tairov’s Kamerny theatre prom- 
ises another of those plays contrast- 
ing capitalist depression and al- 
legrd socialist successes, titled ‘Who 


Conquers Whom? and written by originals for Freuler in Hollywood. auspices of the Canadian Govern- 
A distinctly Soviet|Freuler firm is known as ‘Big 4,’| ment before a crowd of 2,500 in- 


P. Marshak. 
novelty is on the program of the 
Studio of the Maly theatre, in 
‘World Champion,’ a physical ois 
ture play. Author is A. Romm., 

Central figures in ‘Army of Peace,’ 
scheduled at Zavadsky theatre and 
written by Uri Nikulin, will be for- 
eign engineers working in Russia. 
Their adjustment to Soviet condi- 
tions will be the theme and a diri- 
gible factory their setting. 

Other titles are: ‘War in the 
West,’ by Veseveled Vishnevsky, at 
Theatre of Revolution; ‘Snow,’ by 
N. Pogodin at the Trade Union 
theatre. 

A revival of many old operettas 
2s indicated, in line with an appar- 
ent policy to give the public lighter 
theatrical fare. 


AMATEUR REVUES IDEA 
IN BIG BRITISH CHAIN 


London, Aug. 6. 
George Black, general manager, 
and Val Parnell, booking manager 
of the General Theatres Corpora- 
tion, of which the Palladium is the 
principal house, have been quietly 


working on a scheme for not only 
digging up new talent, but provid- 
ing programs for their provincial 
houses where the ordinary variety 
bills have not been especially suc- 
cessful, 

Some weeks ago they sent out 
printed forms to amateurs asking 
tnem to fill in with details as to 
what they could do. As a result 
they start immediately at Birmingz- 
liam with an all-amateur bill made 
up of local talent arranged in the 
form of a revue. The prize for 
making good is to be a local engage- 
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‘Chevalier Tour Is Set, 


No Stands in France 


Paris, Aug. 15. 

Maurice Chevalier, who had first 
announced that he would appear 
nowhere in Europe during his va- 
cation, has reconsidered and _ will 
make a tour of the principal Con- 
tinental cities though not in 
France. Tour will be arranged by 
Raquel Meller’s brother-in-law, 
who is also her personal manager, 
instead of the Lartigue agency, 
with whom Chevalier has so far 
been doing business. 

Star is now at his Riviera villa 
with his wife, Yvonne Vallee, whom 
he is nevertheless suing for divorce. 
Couple are apparently intent on 
giving out publicity that they re- 
main the best of friends. 


TOM WALLS ENDS OLD 
THEATRE PARTNERSHIP 


London, Aug. 15. 

The next Aldwych farce will be 
entitled ‘Fifty-Fifty,’ an adaptation 
by H. F. Maltby from a French 
piece by Louis Verneuil and 
Georges Beer. 

Most important news in this con- 
nection is that Tom Walls, who 





The theme, it is} sustained a serious accident, being |ican immigration officials that they 
said, revolves around the Jesuits’| thrown from a horse some time ago, | have at least $5 in cash with them. 


will retire from his years of stage 


be succeeded by Morris Harvey. 


tures and training his race horses. 
Walls’ horse, April the Fifth, won 
this year’s Derby. 


Lauder’s Brother-in-Law, 
Vallance, Dies Suddenly 


London, Aug. 15. 

Tom Vallance, Sir Harry Lauder’s 
brother-in-law and personal rep, 
died suddenly in Blackpool, Satur- 
day (13). Doctors called it heart 
failure. 

Vallance was 57 and well known 
in show business on both sides of 
the Atlantic. 


MORSE’S ADAPTATIONS 


N. Brewster Morse will adapt 


indie. Contract closed by Harry N. 
Blair. 

Morse, already on his way to the 
Coast, has also authored a play held 
for production by Edison and 
Burton, 


—_— 


GERALDINE ULMAR DIES 
London, Aug. 15. 
Geraldine Ulmar died here Sat- 
urday (13). 
Famous 
years old. 


Fox—G-B 


(Continued from page 11) 


prima donna was 70 





now to official views. There had 
been repeated reports that Fox 
might move for an out on that deal 
as it did with reference to British 
Gaumont. But recent developments 
point to Fox retaining its interest 
in Hoyt’s seeking in time to work 
out a solution of the Australian 
problem. 

Changed attitude is one outcome 
of Sid Kent’s recent trip abroad. 
New Fox angle is that all that is 
needed to iron out its foreign prob- 
lems is closer contact with and more 
reasonable outlook of the foreign 
interests with which Fox is asso- 
ciated in properties abroad. 

Representatives of both sides may 
soon confer on this side aiming to 
iron out present difficulties. 

Kent goes abroad again in No- 
vember and it may be that further 
negotiations looking toward a set- 
tlement may then be effected. 


GUILDERS’ VISIT 
Moscow, July 29. 
Theatre Guilders Helen Wesley 
and Philip Moeller spent several 











ment, followed by booking at the 
Palladium and Holborn Empire in 
London, 


busy days in Leningrad and Mos- 
|} cow. Took in some theatres in both 
‘places. 


Too Much Theatre 


Budapest, Aug. 3. 

While all producers weep that 11 
theatres are too many for this burg, 
Otto Torday opens a twelfth, hold- 
ing 600, to be dubbed after the dis- 
trict where it is located, Jozsef- 
varosi theatre, 

Labriola Variete, largest scale 
vaude house ever seen here, to open 
on Aug. 15 as another added starter. 


SINGER DOUBLING DAILY, 
LONDON TO DEAUVILLE 


Paris, Aug. 16. 
Daily air commuting permits 


Seversky, Russian singer and en- 
tertainer and a former army pilot, 
to appear daily both in Deauvlle, 
France, and in London, England. 
Seversky leaves London after 
lunch and lands in Saint Engle- 
bert, near Deauville, at 4:30 p. m. 
He appears at the Casino for the 
matinee and gets back to appear in 
London in the evening. 

Flies his own biplane and claims 
fresh air is beneficial to his voice. 
In America, doubling between 
shows in New York and Boston 
would be about the equivalent in 
distance, 























Finif Hospitality 
Mexico City, Aug. 11. 


All foreigners who would give 
Ciudad Juarez, over the River 
from El Paso, Tex., the double-o 


are required to prove to the Mex- 


If they haven’t, they must return 
tion department explains that idea 
Five-dollar show down 


ing entrance to the town. 


BUDAPEST THRIFT 


Budapest, Aug. 15. 

Nandor Alapi, new lessee of Ka- 
mara theatre, is that miracle, the 
only man who could ever make a 
road company pay in this country. 
His plan is board, lodging, and a 
minimum of pocket money for his 
company. 

Saved enough to lease important 
stage in the capital and brings his 
road company here on same busi- 
ness basis. 





Ottawa Parley 





(Continued from page 11) 


vited guests comprising Empire 
delegates, observers, trade repre- 
sentatives, newspapermen and 
others. This was largely considere, 
in the light of a Conference entef- 
tainment feature of which ere 
have been many and as anothef oc- 
casion on which to wear the dress 
suit with decorations. 


Decisions Far Off 


The Conference is scheduled to 
close somewhere around Aug. 20 and 
the situation has been getting hot- 
ter insofar as deiberations are con- 
cerned. But the anticipation of the 
press gang has been somewhat 
dulled by the announcement the 
Conference will appoint Empire 
committees on a more or less perm- 
anent basis for the working out of 
details on important questions. 
Final results may, therefore, not be 
known for months. Some of the 
scribes have already gone home. 
The Empire Marketing Board, 
London, has come in for consider- 
able discussion within the parley 
proper and, with it, has come ref- 
erences to the industrial and educa- 
tional films which are released by 
the Board in British Dominions. 
The stamp of approval has been 
placed on these films but they have 
nothing to do with film quota ques- 
tions and very little to do with 
theatres. 

It begins to look very much as if 
the British film question was pret- 
ty well shot before the Conference 
ever opened by reason of the flood 
of resolutions in opposition to com- 
pulsory film buying of any sort 
from the various independent thea- 
tre organizations of Canada. These 
showed plainly that the independ- 
ents of Canada were patriotic 
enough but not in agreement with 
any suggestion for a British film 
quota in the Northern half of the 
North American Continent. The 
situation has remained in this posi- 
tion of status quo since the start 


—— 


London Show World ' 





London, Aug. 6. 

Stanley S. Neal, formerly presi- 
dent of Theatre Advertising and 
Mat Service, Inc., has just opened 
the Gainsboro Advertising Service, 
Ltd., here in conjunction with Bar- 
ney Jacobs, a well known agent, and 
have already allied themselves with 
ths White Star Line Co. 





Chaplin’s ‘Find’ Poised 

Charlie Chaplin cabled Ruth Poul- 
ton (his English film discovery) to 
phone him to Hollywood for in- 
structions regarding her trip to 
Hollywood, end of August. Mean- 
while Ernst Lubitsch has_ been 
looking the girl over during his stay 
in London, 





‘Miracle’ to Tour 
Archie Parnell and Alfred Zeitlin 


DECLINE EXTENSION 
FOR DORA MAUGHAN 


London, Aug. 15. 

Dora Maughan will not wait out 
her period of grace until the end 
of the month but sails for the U. S. 
Saturday (20). 

Pavilion management tried to get 
permission for the American song- 
stress to appear :.t their theatre for 
two weeks until the end of ihe 
month but when the Home Office 
declined any further labor permits, 
she decided to take the first pos- 
sible boat. 








Sound Licenses 





(Continued from page 2) 


regardless of the outcome of the 
present litigation; reports that the 
Stanley suit in Delaware is an off- 
shoot of the Warner-Western arbi- 
tration proceedings are inspired and 
are a fabrication; arbitration pro- 
ceedings are not shelved and will 
continue this fall. They are strict- 
ly a personal matter between WB 
and Western, while the Stanley ac- 
tion is one of vital interest to the 
entire industry. The concurrence of 
exhibitor opinion gathered by the 
Warners shows strong opposition to 
the W. E. license, and at the same 
time a surprising ignorance on the 
part of many theatre owners as to 
the far-reaching significance and 
endless cost of sound now legal "y 
the terms of the document; War- 
ners is not negotiating any patent 
peol, through alliances with William 
Fox and Tri-Ergon, Tobis Klang- 
film, DeForest, or others now in 
various phases of litigation, to bat- 
tle the American electrics. 

Compulsory and excessive service 
charges are only a part of the alle- 
gations in the Delaware anti-trust 
suit, Warners hitting at the Western 
reproductio ing that 
its 















sew up the eq 
and prohibit competition. 
In connection with the _ service 
charges, WB maintains it has sta- 
tistics to prove that ERPI yearly 
averages five times more in its col- 
lections from exhibitors than cost. 
Using the 300 Stanley theatres, 
with W.E. apparatus, as a means 
for compiling a national cost chart, 
Warners estimate that Western 
yearly collects $8,400,000 from thea- 
tre owners in service charges and 
that the services rendered, with all 
costs, even to railroad fares and in- 
cidentals, do not exceed $1,800,000. 
Warners anticipates quick action 
in the lease fight. Although West- 
ern had had its time to answer the 
suit extended to Sept. 1, indications 
are that the trial will not be 
reached until winter. Nevertheless, 
WB is considering making imme- 
diate application for an injunction 
restraining the electric from, at 
least continuing the service charges. 


Arbitration Issues 


On the issues involved in the ar- 
bitration proceedings Warners 
claims that the ERPI method of 
charging $500 per reel royalty has 
reduced the WB participation to a 
fraction of that which they claim 
was agreed upon. This agreement, 
it is averred by WB, was to have 
been set so that royalties would 
amount to not less than 8% of the 
gross revenue derived from each 
licensee. Of this percentage War- 
ners claims it was entitled to three- 
eighths. : 

Under the royalties as enforced by 
Western, the electric is fixing the 
evaluation for the average feature 
at around $50,000, while WB con- 
tends that in normal times the same 
runs between $500,000 and $1,000,000. 
Warners figures, were the pro- 
ceedings to end this year with a 
ruling in its favor, that the com- 
pany could collect from Western ap- 








of the Conference conversations. 


‘The Miracle’ and started casting 
Show starts touring early in the 
fall, and will stay at least a month 
in each town. Only original in the 
cust will be Lady Diana Manners. 





Contrary Pony 
Andree Sarron and her pony, 


i . 
ported from France, opened at the 
Victoria Palace, London, recently 


and was paid off 
show. Pony would not do any of its 
tricks. Maybe it was due to the 
a that it was on an all-women 


after the first 





‘Era’ Owners 


One of the Oster Brothers’ head. 
aches, “The Era,’ which has become 
known as the press sheet for Gau- 
mont-British, is now the property 
of Gaumont-British. The price paiq 
is said to have been in the neighe- 
borhood of $100,000. 


More Cochran Memoirs 

Hutchinsons are publishing this 
autumn a further volume on Charles 
Cochran’s memories, under the title 
‘I'd Almost Forgotten.’ 

The showman is also writing an- 
other book to be called ‘Food for 
Thought,’ being musings on the 
subject of food and drink. . 





Seven-Hour Screen Test 
Metro-Goldwyn gave Anny Ahlers, 
the German star of “The Dubarry’ 
at His Majesty's, a seven-hour 
screen test. 





Sells Two Plays 


Philip Leaver, 28-year-old actor, 
whose stage name is Philip Bran- 
don, has had two plays accepted for 
production within 48 hours. Marie 
Tempest opens in the first at the 
Haymarket, Aug, 22; the second at 
Wyndham’s with Leslie Banks in 
early September. 

‘Cavalcade’ Run Leader 
Although the ‘last weeks’ of ‘Cavy- 
aleade’ have been announced since 
June 8, the piece is continuing in- 
definitely. With the withdrawal of 
‘Waltzes from Vienna’ from the Al- 
hambra this week, ‘Cavalcade’ at 
Drury Lane becomes the longest run 
in London, 





Just an Interruption 

When the notice went up for 
‘Pleasure Cruise’ at the Apollo, due 
to a heatwave slump, they bookeda 
week at Golder’s Green Hippodrome. 
The weather cooled, business im- 
proved, and the show returns to the 
Apollo, 





Ideal Pit Chief 
Among other things brought to 
the Palladium by General Theatres, 
when George Black took over the 
general management, was Dick 
Crean as musical director, at that 
time an unknown quantity. 
Americans are high in praise of 
Crean’s ability and the patience and 
thoroughness with which he con- 
ducts rehearsals. 
Crean sails to America this week- 
end on the Bremen for a holiday to 
visit his brother, and returns on the 
Columbus Aug. 21. 





Palladium Entries 

enator Murphy is back at the 
adium this week. His satire on 
ical speakers was greeted with 
fas of laughter, 

Sully and Genevieve 
ton started slowly, opening 
ocal solo by Miss Houghton 
before} Sully made an entrance. The 
taxi burlesque got them away nicely. 
Ancther newcomer at the Palla- 
dium is Darlene Wilders, a youth- 
ful acrobatic dancer, backed up by 
the permanent troupe of house step- 
pers, 





Miller’s First Aug. 16 
Gilbert Miller's first production 
this season occurs Aug. 16 at the 
St. James, with Gertrude Lawrence 
and Gerald du Maurier in the lead- 
ing roles. 

The play, as already announced, 
is ‘Behold We Live,’ by John van 
Druten. Title is biblical quotation. 


No Luck 

Polly Walker ranks as the un- 
luckiest American star ever im- 
ported. Originally brought over for 
J. L. Sachs to star in Flo Ziegfeld's 
‘Smiles,’ which did not materialize, 
due to lack of bankroll, she opened 
in Edward Laurillard’s ‘Lovely 
Lady,’ which flopped, although Polly 
received fine notices. 

Next venture was in Julian 
Wylie’s ‘Out of the Bottle,’ a part 
totally unsuited for her, which she 
was more or less forced into taking. 
Now she has left the show to ven- 
ture into English films, although she 
turned down a five years’ film con- 
tract in Hollywood to come to Lon- 
don. 








Heat Dents London 


London, Aug. 15. 
An exceptionally persistent heat 
wave here last week utterly de- 


stroyed chances of all shows, cin- 
emas included. 
Gorgeous week-end 


didn’t help 





proximately $15,000,000. 


any. 


have bought the touring rights of 
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Sing’ and Boat’ Climb to $25,000 
And $28,000; 10 Shows Rehearse 


First show of the new season, 
eoming in three weeks ahead of the 
traditional Labor Day starting date, 
arrives tonight, when the veteran 
w. A. Brady presents ‘Domino’ at 
his Playhouse. That's unique in it- 


gelf, since most of the regular pro- 
ducers are holding back, while the 
majority of the new shows are in 
younger managerial hands. 

Most promising indication for 
legit in months is the number of 
ghows in rehearsal, there being 10 
actually in preparation, with more 
to follow next week. That is the 
pest list since last winter. Three 
of these, however, are for the road, 
seven being due on Broadway with- 
in a month along with others which 
nad been rehearsing and have gone 
to the tryout spots for polishing. 

Optimism that the new season 
will look upward has been expressed 
in some show quarters. While bet- 
ter show conditions are greatly de- 
pendent on the quality of the new 
productions, betterment in the stock 
market is a fact at this time and 
encouraging reports from various 
industrial centers should have a 
favorable reaction on theatre busi- 
ness in general. 

Broadway’s present legits im- 
proved in business last week. 
Strongest is still ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ 
which climbed $3,000 during Au- 
gust’s first two weeks. Last week's 
gross was around $25,000. Revival 
of ‘Show Boat’ is getting top gross, 
however, at $28,000. 

With one show out, ‘Page Pyg- 
malion,’ which closed at the Bijou 
last week, and one show in this 
week, Broadway's total number of 
plays remains at seven. Next week 
‘Ballyhoo of 1932’ is due into the 
44th Street, and a colored drama 
called ‘Satan,’ with a big cast, is 
slated for the Forrest. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Another Language,’ Booth (17th 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Second com- 
pany opens in Chicago next month; 
Broadway engagement expected to 
last until holidays; about $10,000; 
very good considering conditions 

‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort (12th week) 
(C-1,043-$3.30). No new booking 
in sight as yet and comedy may 
continue into October; between $3,- 
000 and $4,000; co-operative. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (45th 
week) (M-1,400-$3.30). Due to tour 
next month when operetta will have 
approximated a year’s run; $10,000 
and more; okay with cast on per- 
centage. 

‘Domino,’ Playhouse (ist week) 
(C-863-$3). Presented by William 
A. Brady; adapted from French of 
Marcel Achard by Grace George; 
opens tonight (Tues). 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (34th 
week) (M-1,000-$550). Has been 
climbing since first of month and 
Jast week went to $25,000; in heat 
of Saturday afternoon prize winner 
eold out. 

‘Page 
drawn last Saturday; 
than two weeks. 

Other Attractions 

‘Show Boat,’ Casino; revival get- 
ting top money on Broadway at 
$28,000 and due to last into October. 

‘That’s Gratitude,’ Waldorf; re- 
vival- existing on cut rates. 

‘Scrap Book,’ Ambassador; 
stopped suddenly middle of last 
week. 


‘Pygmalion’ Felds; Cast 
Salaries in Arrears 


‘Page Pygmalion,’ independent, 
stopped at the Bijou Saturday with 
the cast owed one and three-eighths 
weeks salary. A bond filed with 
Equity ensures payment. 

Show was written and backed by 
Dr. Carl Henkle, of Brooklyn, who 
gave it to Alan Morrill his intended 
son-in-law. Morrill is now worry- 
ing whether any other wedding 
presents will turn out to liabilities. 


Pygmalion,’ Bijou. With- 
played less 





GRIBBLE EAST TO STAGE 

Henry Wagstaff Gribble, in Holly- 
wood for Paramount as a writer, is 
coming east the end of August, his 
contract expiring at that time. He 
wants to become a legit producer. 

iribble owns the rights to ‘Be- 
yond the Night’ 
Which he wants to stage and pro- 
duce. 


TENT CO. INDOORS 


Ottumwa, Ia., Aug. 15. 

Hazel McOwen players, tent ag- 
gregation entering its fourth week 
here to good audiences, will go un- 
der roof in the fall at the New 
Grand. 

A. P. Owens, manager, signed the 
troupe as a September opener for 
the house. 


by Saxon Kling, | 





‘Fiddle’ $18,000 Frisco 


‘Cat and Fiddle’ and ‘Cynara’ are 


between them, former at Curran 
and latter at the Geary. 


dle’ 
tinued near-capacity figure of $18,- | 
000 and goes on for coupla weeks 


more. Helen Gahagan and Olga 
Baclanova well known and liked 
here, 


‘Cynara’ in its first week got rave 
notices and has had good sales, 
around $11,000. 

Since Duffy has no present plans 
fo» Alcazar, several locals are look- 
ing for an angel to sponsor a stock 
company, but nothing definite. Co- 
lumbia also dark. 


Metro’s Stand 


(Continued from page 11) 








uing Italian version production, but 
the studio feels the language isn’t 
worth the trouble involved, especi- 
ally in view of the fact that Ger- 
man and French are unavoidably 
out. Spanish has been considered 
hopeless here for a year. 


German Dubbing Deal 


Despite Loew's assertion, it is 
considered probable that Metro will 
be dubbing abroad jin the near fu- 
ture. Metro has for many months 
been tentatively talking to several 
French producers about studio 
space. Last week Metro concluded 
a contract with Deutsche Lichtspiel 
Syndikat for that company to dis- 
tribute three Metro German dubbed 
talkers. Indication is that this is 
the forerunner of a bigger deal. In 
Berlin it is considered practically 
set that D. L. S. will do Metro’s 
German dubbing in the future. 


Loew says the deal means noth- 
ing more than is stated and that 
Metro is not interested in commis- 
sioning a foreign film company to 
dub its product abroad. He admits, 
however, that when he makes his 
next European visit, in late Sep- 
tember, he may change his mind. 


From sources outside of Mr. Loew, 
but close to inside circles, it is 
learned that Metro has agreed toa 
standstill and coast policy on for- 
eigns pending Loew’s next trip. 
That trip is a round-the-world af- 
fair starting from the Coast and 
continuing by way of Asia, China, 
South Africa and New Zealand be- 
fore hitting Europe. Metro execs 
are understood now attempting to 
convince Loew he ought to go the 
other way around and get to Eu- 
rope as quickly as possible to iron 
out the company’s difficulties there 
first. 





Shuberts 





(Continued from page 37) 


combined office should have at least 
20 shows to operate with. Five of 
Chicago’s theatres are to be used, 
with fewer in Boston and Philly. 
Additional houses in the Loop are 
expected to be booked from time to 
time. Cohan’s Grand is of that 
group. While not mentioned in the 
first line-up, it is slated to get the 
Chicago company of ‘Of Thee I 
i Sing.’ 

Additional theatres for legit shows 
were announced available last week, 
when nine RKO houses in scattered | 
territory were named. Al] the stands 
are broken time, mostly calling for ! 
bookings of less than a week. 





has been shut out of most these 
spots for years, except for occa- 
sional auditorium bookings. It was 





the loss of-such stands that figured | 
in the disappearance of the road, | 
small stands remaining being so far 
apart that the cost of the jumps 
killed off the shows. 

tooking of the RKO houses was! 
given to Victor Leighton and George | 
Leffler, independent operators and } 
bookers. This time will be in con- 
| junction with G.B.O. The vaudefilm 
now open for shows are: 





' theatres 
| Proctor’s, Albany; Palace, Trenton; 
| Keith’s, Toledo; Palace, Ft. Wayne; 
| State, Dayton; Parkway, Madison; 
Orpheum, Champagne; Majestic, Ft. 
Worth. In none of these towns is | 
j there a house included in the new 
U.B.O. circuit. 


‘Cynara’ Rave, $11,000 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. | 


sharing the town’s good business | 


In its second week ‘Cat and Fid- | 
is plugging away at its con- | 





Lecit|by James E. Kenny, formerly of 


| Rosendale and Ralph Kettering. 


i will go 


| title of a musical play, the collab- | 
orative work of 





|\lywood and L. A. having contributed 





and Spalding are backing the show. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


| 
‘Of Thee I Sing’ (Chicago) | 
| 





(Sam H. Harris), Music Box. 


‘Vanities’ (1932) (Earl Car- 


rol), Manhattan. 

‘Another Language’ (Chi- 
cago) (Arthur Beckhard), 
Booth. 


‘Here Today’ (Sam H. Har- 
ris), Royale. 

‘Laugh Parade’ (Ed Wynn), 
Imperial. 


‘Flying Colors’ (Max Gor- 
don), National. 

‘Smiling Faces’ (Shuberts), 
Harris. 


‘Best Years’ (Shuberts), Ritz. 

‘Passing Show’ (Shuberts), 
Shubert. 

‘Nine Day Wonder’ (Herman 
Shumlin), Times Square. 


L. A’s TWO FARE 
ONLY MILDLY 
AT $12,650 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Only two legit shows held over 
for second week of Olympics, ‘Re- 
union in Vienna’ and ‘In the Best of 
Families.” Both got fair returns in 
their class. 

‘Reunion’ pulled $9,400. Support 
came mostly from the visitors, Hol- 














on the first two weeks. ‘In the Best 





of Families’ did slightly better than 
$3,000. Selling at $1.50 top, this one 
is attractive for theatre parties, two 
of which helped out on the week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘In the Best of Families,’ Holly- 
wood Playhouse (3rd week) (C- 
1,150-$1.50). Inexpensive cast and 
small production nut has this one 
showing a slight profit at $3,250 on 
the week. 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Belasco (3rd 
week) (C-1,103-$2,50). No rave, but 
profitable at $9,400 for third stanza. 
Advance for this week shows con- 
siderable drop with the Olympics 
over. 


Free Gate for Munie 
Has Exhibs Fretting 


Pasadena, Aug. 15. 

Complaints by citizens because 
new $1,000,000 civic auditorium, seat- 
ing 5,000, has been dark most of 
time since May opening, has 
prompted management to offer a 
free show weekly. 

Program of pick-up talent draws 
overflow. 

Result is an undercurrent of dis- 
satisfaction among theatre men, 
who contend the gratis entertain- 
ment is making inroads on their 
business. 








Future Plays 


‘Lovers, Happy Lover? will be 
Brock Pemberton’s first try. Drama 
by Lewis Galantiere and John 
Housman, once taken by Gilbert 
Miller but released. 

‘The Comic Artist,’ by Susan 
Glaspell, who wrote ‘Allison’s 
House,’ to be put into work by Ar- 
thur J. Beckhard. It has been in the 
works for three years with two 
summer tryouts. Now figured to be 
ripe for Broadway. 

*Square Heads,’ melodrama of the 
Pennsylvania Dutch, to be tried out 
by Arch Selwyn and Shephard 
Traube. 

‘Gay Divorcee’ will be the first 
Wiman-Weatherly production. Lou- 
ella Gear may head the cast. ‘Bad 
Manners’ not yet cast. Second ven- 
ture. 

‘The Absent Father,’ farce comedy 


See Shuberts Aiming at Cheap 


Chi Control Durmg Big Fair 





'E.E.Horton on Play Hunt 


. Se . ‘ * +] 

After Finishing ‘Finder 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Following completion of his cur- 

rent picture, ‘Honest Finder,’ at 


| Paramount, Edward Everett Horton 


goes east. He hopes to pick up six 
plays in New York and London for 
production here this fall. 

Horton will spend several weeks | 
vacationing at Lake George, N. Y., 
and then after a brief Broadway 
stop will go to London. He will be 
away until October. 





Out-of-Town Review 
BALLYHOO OF 1932 


Atlantic City, Aug. 10. 

A lively revue, exhibiting the 
verve of the present moment. Sug- 
gests that ballyhoo is the backbone 
of the world today, but never lets 
the idea interfere with a good dance 
number or any of the skits. Opened 
at the Apollo here after two post- 
ponements resulting from delays in 
the arrival of several sets. 

Lew Gensler provides the tuneful 
but reminiscent music; Bobby Con- 
nolly, the spirited and novel dances; 
Norman Anthony, a number of un- 
adorned Zilch and Burp sketches 
from his Ballyhoo mag, and Russell 
Patterson, the lavishly staged scenes 
and tasteful costumes. All four are 
listed as producers. A good show. 
Not original enough to be a great 
one. 

The piece contains one of the most 
spectacular bits of staging seen on 
the music show platform here in 
years. It marks the first act finale. 
Willie Howard, accompanied by a 
mixed Negro chorus, sings ‘Bally- 
hujah,’ a modernized spiritual, while 
members of the cast with various 
blurbs rout depression, the curtain 
falling as a pair of white stallions, 
drawing a loaded brewery wagon on 
a movable treadmill, gallop toward 
the audience. 

Another item that registered was 
‘The Hollywood Training Camp,’ in 
which Jeanne Aubert as Margeta 
Garbitch, the famous star, is shown 
training for her new picture in the 
style similar to the cauliflower pro- 
fession. She does ‘shadow emoting,’ 
takes on several sparring partners 
while the spectators gathered about 
the ‘ring’ cheer or razz. Still an- 
other sharp touch is Howard as the 
pampered two-gun killer whose con- 
fession is rejected until he shoots 
down one of the court guards. 
Howard tempting his cow to give 
milk for a prospective buyer of his 
penthouse farm excites laughter, 
too, as does a saucy number in a 
subway coach with bathroom fix- 
tures. 

The dance numbers staged by 
Connolly provide the better mo- 
ments. One, in Rembrant lighting, 
illustrates the show’s song hit, ‘How 
Do You Do It?’, and another is the 
tuneful ‘Riddle Me This,’ also sung 
by Donald Stewart, with Gloria Gil- 
bert and Sunny O’Dea tapping out 
their own specialty as the chorus 
becomes a human roulette wheel, 
Miss Gilbert pirouetting with re- 
markable agility. Bob Hope and 
Vera Marsche participate in one of 
the colorful bits with an old-fash- 
ioned wedding. 

Hope, Eugene Howard, Lulu Me- 
Connell, Ted Harty and Grace Kay 
White furnish additional specialties. 
Weintraub. 


FOREIGN REVIEW 
LA LOUISE 


Paris, Aug. 1. | 


One act play by Jean Jacques Bernard, | 


produced and staged by Georges Pitoeff | 
at the Avenue, Paris, July 20, Cast: 
Georges Pitoeff, L. Larive, L. Salou, 
Genica Athanasiou, Yv. Renaud. 


A wartime sketch. No war in it | 





by Francis De Witt, being readied 


the Forrest theatre. Due in Octo- 
ber. 

‘The Chiseler,’ 
Mack Hilliard producing. 


melodrama, with} 
By Henry 


‘Varnish,’ by George L. Spaulding, 
into production soon with 
Al Shean heading the cast. Shean 


‘The Stork,’ Viennese farce by 
Hans Kottow, given a liberal adap- 
tation by Frederic and Fanny Hat- | 
Al Woods has it in produc- | 


ton. 

tion. Second time out over here. 
‘Triplets,’ farce by Mark Linder, | 

goes into rehearsal soon. Had a} 


trial in summer stock. 
‘Lavender Lady’ is the tentative | 


Sigmund Rom- 


berg and Otto Harbach. Due for 


rehearsal next month. 


— | 


but goes big. La Louise is the vil- | 
lage’s fast one who romances all | 
men sent to billet at her house. 

Garbin, known to love his wife | 
and be true to her, is sent to billet ; 
with her, his “riends considering as 
a joke, to lead him astray. When 
Louise starts her routine, he talks | 
to her about his wife and true love 
in such a way that she realizes | 
what it means, to the extent of | 


leaving her bed to the worn out | 
soldier and sleeping solo on the 
floor. j 
Despite risque story, no dirt. 
Nicely produced and acted, espe- 


cially by Pitoeff. 


Though a mere curtain ralser, it | 
jis the real draw in a show where | 
it is followed by ‘Fait Divers’ | 


(‘Common Story’), the French adap- 
tation, by Miss S. Charbonnier de 
Leo, of a Dutch play in three acts | 
by M. Gobius. Adversely com-'| 
mented. Mart. |} 


Aug. 15. 


Lee Shubert has been in and out 
of Chicago the past three weeks. 
Understanding is he is seeking to 
acquire three legit houses indepen- 
dent of any booking combine. 

Behind the Shuberts’ intereat in 
Chicago is said to be the 1933 
World's Fair. That is doped as sure 
fire for legits and, accordingly, what 
the Shuberts want is to tie up 
choice sites at a cheap rental for 
the oncoming season, with a view 
to commanding the situation during 
the 150-day period of the Fair. 

With a third party as their part- 
ner Lee and J. J. have gone as far 
as figuring on getting seven loop 
theatres and closing four of them 
until the Fair, it is said. 

Meanwhile, owing to their fiscal 
troubles the Shuberts to carry out 
any of their theories or hunches 
must pile up the cash in advance as 
local bondholders are strictly Mis- 


Chicago, 


' sourian., 


Unpaid taxes, unpaid rent, broken 
leases, have made Chicago land- 
lords skeptical toward any and all 
managers. 





Engagements 


Katherine Alexander, ‘Best Years.’ 

Ann Andrews, ‘Dinner at Eight.’ 

William Lynn, Clyde _ Filmore, 
‘Humpty Dumpty.’ 

Beth Merrill, James Rennie, Ern- 
est Glendinning, Lou Sorin, Henry 
O'Neill, Hans Hansen, William 
Foran, ‘Exit the Queen’ (complete 
cast). 

Louella Gear, ‘Gay Divorcee.’ 





Jack and Kay Spangler, ‘Folies 
Bergere.’ 

Oscar Shaw, ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
(road). 


Rosalie Wincott, May ‘McCabe, 
Emma Bunting, Jack Conway, Ber- 
nard Gorcey, Kirk Brown, William 
Willard, ‘Triplets.’ 

Eleanor Hayden, Aubrey Beattie, 
Howard St. John, G. Lester Paul, 
‘Varnish.’ 

Philip N. Faversham, 
Language’ (road). 


‘Another 





Barnstormers’ Closing 
Provincetown, Mass., Aug. 15. 


The old Barnstormers’ theatre, 
where much of the pioneering of 
Provincetown’s Little Theatre move- 
ment took place, will be demolished 
next week. It was built by Frank 
Shay and Cleon Throckmorton. Eu- 
gene O’Neill’s early plays were seen 
in the historic little playhouse and 
Raymond Moore, owner of the Cape 
Playhouse and Cape Cinema, once 
was its impresario. 

The final attraction is a new play, 
‘Have We a Tomorrow?’ by Wil- 
liam Dorsey Blake. 














AN INCOME YOU 
CANNOT OUTLIVE! 


Have you ever looked forward 
to the day in your later years 
when you could secure your re- 
lease from business cares and 
money worries and spend your 
days in leisure, comfort and in- 
dependence, perhaps doing the 
things you enjoy most—hobbies, 
travel, sport? 

Of course you have! It is a 
most*natural aspiration of every 
individual. 

Few men who have gone 
through the past three years 
will contradict that statement. 

Tet us show you how you may 
gain that INDEPENDENCE—that 
SECURITY—HOW YOU CAN REAL- 


IZE YOUR AMBITION WITH CER- 
TAINTY! 


For further information write 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 











VERONICA CHARLES 


BLYTHE & SCHNEIDER 
enaavaal deendies 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Bryant 9-3913 
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40 VARIETY ERETFERATI 
~~ ink A Ree son nt 
Winchell and Yawitz wirelesses were by ateecinemall” : 
The reasons for A. J. Kobler’s in- | code, H ood R di 
sistance that Paul Yawitz ghost-|/tress’ influence with her native ollyw $ ea Ing 


seamen in not transmitting mes- 
sages to a newspaper in straight 
English. 

The ‘News’ took on Nancy Ran- 
dolph for its society gossip, so the 
‘Mirror’ did the same thing last 
week, signing Charlotte Milburn for 
a similar column. 





author Walter Winchell’s column, 
without billing, during the latter's 
absence, is somewhat-of a mystery 
around the N. Y. ‘Mirror’ office. 
Such episodes as Kobler refusing to 
pay the salary of a secretary for 
Winchell, the latter defraying that 
on his own, is part of the ‘poison’ 


foreseeing the Swedish =| 


of demand in 
Book Store, 
Hunt and 


(Consensus 
July with Satyr 
| Esme Warde, Pat 
Stanley Rose.) 
| Fiction 
| ‘The Fountain,’ Charles Mor- 























existing between them, hence the - -—* ye ee 
surprise at Kobler’s refusal to ex- Toughest News Job he y. as ait Leeke 

Fin wed , ceened , ; Magnolia reet, , 
a4 Eads — a his egy eg 9 Toughest assignment continues Py 0 : 
Kalicized by-line similar to last/to be corresponding for English ate, , : 
winter when Winchell’s illness took | papers, due to the libel laws there. i. apap Hero,’ Louis Brom- 
him to California for a rest follow- ' % : 1eid. 

' One scribe working for Reuters a : 

c ? 4 * : ‘Obscure Destinies, Willa 

ing a breakdown. said that a certain notorious char- oh pee 


Kobler liked Yawitz’s work so}. wee, ees ~ 
acter ‘was wanted by the police. ‘Keeper of the Keys,’ Earl 





much that he gave him his own As no warr a 
warrant was out for the : : 
half-column of topical and epigram-| character, the scribe should have vd —s ! 
matical observation under the ‘Little | ..,; 4: : : 4 : enera 
said‘ the police were anxious to I Cover the Waterfront,’ 


Red Book’ caption. It is regarded | question him. Diff in phraseology 
around the ‘Mirror’ office that Kob-| cost Reuter’s $50,000 and chiseler 
ler is grooming Yawitz. went around to the scribe later and 
on the other hand, although the/ thanked him for the plug. By then 
Mirror’ had asked for cancellations /tnho scribe had been fired. 

of syndicate rights during Winch-/ ‘Funny thing was that the guy 
ell’s first absence, with resumption| who followed in on this spot wired 
when the original columnist returns} Reyters that a General’ had com- 
actively, none was had last winter,| mitted suicide in Monte Carlo. The 
hence Yawitz’s substitution seemed| Gen. hadn't really done anything 
to satisfy. more exciting than take a nap on 


Max Miller. 

‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing,’ 
L. E. Lawes. 

‘Wild Talents,’ Charles Fort. 

‘Of Thee I Sing,’ Kaufman, 
Ryskind & Gershwin. 

‘Only Yesterday,’ Frederick 
Lewis ‘Allen. 

‘Way of a Lancer,’ Richard 
Boleslavsky. 














| réstored by the other dailies. 


service by listing not only the New 
York best seller reports, but also 
regional ones throughout the coun- 
try. It was the apparent success of 
this which led the U.P. to take on 
the feature. 


Juleps and Toddies 

Glenn Allen, who hails from the 
south theugh he now covers race 
tracks for the N. Y. ‘Herald-Trib- 
une’ is the author of ‘Old Manoa’ 
(Appleton). It fairly reeks of toddy 
and juleps. Old Manoa and his 
pal, Judge Warmsley, are the politi- 
cal leaders of the South Carolina 
county. In between drinks they 
meet and defeat an opposition clique 
with the aid os Elizabeth Ann, who 
becomes the secretary of their im- 
provised political headquarters, 

Told somewhat in the manner of 
Irving Cobb's ‘Judge Priest,’ the 
book is in. no sense a copy and holds, 
interest in spite of what seems to 
be a slow pace. It is more nearly 
literature than the bulk of the pres- 
ent day reading. 








On the strength of this, the ‘Mir-/the peach. Se the current scribe 
ror’ started syndicating Yawitz’s|;, pnawing Murads till he hears: 
Sunday column of Broadway gossip| whether the Gen. is going to sue 
to those papers which have Sunday | or laugh it off. 
editions. ‘Winchell has no Sunday 
cvlumn, as his contract is a six-day 
agreement. ° ; 

During Winchell’s’ present ab- 
sence his secretary, Ruth Cam- 





P-M Papers Merge 
The New Fedford, Mass., ‘Stand- 
ard’ and ‘Times,’ both afternoon pa- 
pers have been merged. Both pa- 
Juvenile Mass Appeal pers had been engaged in a sharp 
George T. Delacorte, Jr., whojstruggle. but the Times. finally 
heads the Dell mag group, and John] edged ahead of the ‘Standard’ in 
on Martin, writer and publisher of chil-| circulaticn and advertising. 
Bridge is handling his mt), eavins] SoCs" smages nave jotasa forsee to| "oriee has bens outa by, W. 
the routine” press stuff shifted to|&¢t out a new bi-monthly for/ Dunn, of Fall River, former owner 
Yawitz, Winchell is’ said to have | Juveniles. of theatres in that city. Dunn pub- 
urged Kobler to give Yawitz a by-| Atrangement calls for Martin to/lished his paper for eight years. 
line during his leave of absence, al-| “dit, make up and print the mag/Prior to his taking it over the 
though there is a contractual pro-| With Dell as distributor. Issue will| ‘Standard’ always had dominated 
‘¥isd ‘to the contrary. gc on chain store counters exclu-|/the field. Last year the ‘Standard’ 
Winchell ‘is on ‘a motor trip. His| S!vely, like a number of other Dell/ underwent a general reorganization 
contract with the ‘Mirror,’ with op-. publications. ; of both ‘business and news staffs. 
tions, runs 314 years. The children’s mag, ‘John Mar-/ Basil Brewer. becoming publisher 
" ote — renee p P eonypcs Martin mae been] and Harold D. Jacobs managing ed- 
' "AS publishing r some years, in no E ey continue in these posi- 
French Authors Move Up. | wise ‘affected by ithe arrangement. neo yoy sais le eos Cooper 
Indications point to some of the! -j5nn Martin’s Book’ has a limited|Gaw remains as editor.. B. H. An- 
French scribblers taking a top p0-|a1,4 class circulation. The new mag, thony, as publisher, and George A. 
sition o1. American best sellee lists/4}s9 aimed for youngsters up to 12, Hough managing editor, and George 
this fall for the first time in the! is intended for mass appeal. It will] 4 Hough, Jr., formerly operated the 
past few .seasons. A number Of! be known as ‘Children’s. Magazine.’| ‘standard,’ but now are out. 
books of French origin are now be- Other new Dell mag, which Rich-| james 7 Dean. whe has been 
ing groomed to that end and may/ard Manson will edit, is called ‘An-| egitor of the ‘Times,’ will be asso- 
here of American and British works.| contests for cash prizes. First is- Times. Joseph P. Dunn, ‘Times’ 
Most promising of the books by] sue in. October. business manager, will be a busi- 
Frenchmen, and two books certain neha Walsiaited.<. : 
to contend with the leaders, are Caresse Crosby in N. Y. The ‘Morning Mercury’ also is 
‘Night Flight, by Antoine de St./ Caresse Crosby, who heads, the] published by the Standard Com- 
Exupery, and Jean Schlumberger’s/ Black. Sun Press of Paris, which| pany, while there is a Sunday edi- 
Saint Saturnin.’ Dual selection of| gets out limited editions in English] tion of the ‘Standard-Times.’ 
.the two by the Book-of-the-Month'| of yarious works there, arrives in 

















Detroit ‘Mirror’ Suspends... 

The Detroit ‘Mirror’ suspended 
publication there Aug. 6. Owned by 
the Chicago ‘Tribune,’ ‘Mirror’ was 
a tabloid ‘takén over from. Mac- 
fadden as part of the deal which 
transferred ‘Liberty’ magazine to 
Macfadden, ‘ 

Frank, Carson was the ‘Mirror's’ 
managing editor. ‘Tribune’ has had 
the paper for over a year with Mac- 
fadden having started the daily 
July .1, 1929. 

None of the staff except the execs 
knew of the folding until seeing the 
editorial announcement in the first 
edition of the final paper. The 
editorial was clipped from one of 
the. copies and posted on the city 
rcom bulletin board. 

The employees were mostly from 
out of town and imported to Detroit 
by the publisher. They received one 
week's salary and most of that went 
for r. r. fares back home. 





Poor Color 

Lowell Thomas piles on the local 
color too thickly in ‘This Side of 
Hell’ (Doubleday-Doran), in which 
he purports to give the story of 
Dan Edwards, one of the outstand- 
ing men.in the World War, 
After the,introductory chapter the 
text is in the first person, supposed- 
ly by Dan Edwards. But ‘Brand 


| tists, indicating this feature may be 


Dropping of the best seller lists 
from the other dailies prompted the; chapters and undértaking an ex. 
‘Times’ book editor to extend this 





Club gives them a strong start, and| New York this week to secure the; 
‘Night Flight’ also has the Femina] fr 
Prize of France to recommend it| works for her new publishing com- 
pany, Crosby Continental Editions. 


further, while ‘Saint Saturnin’ re- 
ceived impetus in England by carry- 
ing off the Northcliffe Prize. 

‘Night Flight’ is issued over here 
by the Century, while Dodd, Mead 
has ‘Saint Saturnin.’. Joint. cam- 
paign by the two, publishing houses 
has been entered into to put both 
books over. 

Simon and Schuster is also boost- 
ing a French scribbler for honors. 
He is Ernest Dimnet whose ‘What 
We Live By’ is already among the 
first 10 in national and best-selling 
lists. 

A dark horse to be entered soon 
by Covici-Friede is Georges Sims, 
known in his native France as ‘The 
French Edgar Wallace.’ Sims, not 
yet 30, is supposed to have turned 
out around 200 mystery stories al- 
ready, and Covici-Friede will issue 
translations of his books here at 
the rate. of at least one a month. 

Appleton’s contribution to the 
French advance in the American 
book field is Andre Maurois’ ‘The 
Family Circle. Maurois is one of 
the -r0st dist:nzuished of contem- 

_ porary French writers. Farrar & 
Rinehart has Colette exclusively, 
now, this French authoress also go- 
ing well here. 

Other translations from the 
French on various lists should bene- 
fit if the trend to the French ma- 
terializes this fall. 





N. Y. Tabs’ Crossfire 

Both New York a. m. tabs, the 
only tabloids in the city now that 
the ‘Graphic’ is no more, are run- 
ning by-line stories by Lewis E. 
Lawes, Sing Sing warden. The 
‘News’ is serializing Lawes’ ‘20,000 
Years in Sing Sing,’ and the ‘Mir- 
ror,’ to make tts Lawes’ series, ‘Life 
and Death in Sing Sing,’ look very 
official, is reproducing the warden’s 
signature in facsimile as the by- 
line. 

When the ‘News’ sent its sobbie, 
Grace Robinson, abroad to accom- 
pany Garbo to Sweden for a daily 
wireless story (in code), the ‘Mirror’ 
gageszed it by giving a hokum by-line 
to ‘Ole Oleson,’ able seaman, who 
wrote about the great Garbo in 
comedy vein. Miss Robinson's daily 


oreign publication rights to various 


Miss Crosby, 


Heart-to Heart 


Horace Coon endeavors to fill 
what he regards as a long felt want 


by supplying adolescent youth with | , 
who already has/ih. information every father should: it would take more than that to 


Derothy Parker, Ernest Hemingway 
and William Faulkner on her list, 
wants to increase it by a number 
of other name scribblers. Her stay 
here will be for a few weeks. 





Denver’s Bi-monthly 
‘Western Progress’ will be pub- 
lished in Denver twice a month by 
Willard E. Hawkins, founder of 
‘Author and Journalist,’ and James 


‘Emmett Fuller, formerly a Casper, 


Wyo., newspaperman. 
Plan . blicac:n to act as a stimu- 
lus to financial and business recon- 
struction in the mountain’ states. 
Fiction, poety, and special articles 
by western writers will be featured 
Fuller will be editor. 





Paris Personals 

Personal appearance of authors 
in bookstores, where they initial 
their works for customers purchas-, 
ing them, has finally hit Paris to 
enhance book sales over there. 
Number of stores, both in Paris 
and seaside resorts, are doing it, 
and over 100 authors, including the 
well knowns, have gladly co-op- 
perated. 





Prolific Lait 

End ot the year may show Jack 
Lait as the most prolific scribbler 
for the term, also the most versa- 
tile. 

Editor of King Features, Lait, in 
adition, has turned out three news- 
paper serials this year, four origi- 
nals for the screen, a weekly short 
story, a weekly Broadway column, 
and a number of radio features. 
There's also some other miscel- 
laneous matter, 

What's more important,; Lajt sells 
‘em. 





As ‘Sketch’s’ Opposition 

John H. Hade and William F. 
Plowfield, who recently went out of 
‘The Tatler and American Sketch,’ 
are getting out a rival mag called 
‘The Westchester Sketch.’ 

Plowfield is the directing head of 
the new publication with Hade as 
editor. It’s a monthly. 





give his son, but ‘generally leaves 
him to find out for himself through 
sometimes costly experience. ’ 
His ‘Coquetry for Men,’ published 
by Amour Press, is a sometimes 
satirical but generally accurate. 
treatise on love with such chapter, 
headings as ‘How to Select 4 Lady,’ 
‘The Selection of a Mistress,’ ‘How 
to Keep Her,’ ‘How to Get Rid of, 
Her’ and tactful advice on married 
life and divorce, Ostensibiy the book 
is to be accepted as satire, but it 
packs a lot of good advice for the 
liberal minded under the guise of: 
humor. 





Drop Lindlahr’s Name 
With the exodus of Victor Lind- 
lahr from ‘Modern Living,’ (mag), 
bi name goes off the publication’s. 
operating organization title. . The 
parent body, formerly called Lind-. 
lahr’s Magazine, Inc., will now be 
known as Modern Living, Inc. 
Upon its inception about three 
years ago, publication was entitled: 
‘Lindlahr’s Magazine,’ but after a) 
few issues became ‘Modern Living.’ 
Albert Pollock, in with Lindlahr at 
the start, is now in sole control. 





Rochester Shakeup 
In shakeup of Rochester, N.. Y,,' 
‘Journal-American’ staff, Arch Mer- 
rill becomes city editor. Succeeds 
John Murphy, now assistant Sunday 
editor. Bill Lang becomes ass'’t city 
ed, David Kessler rewrite and Ralph 
Williams dramatics. 
W. G. Broadbrooks back as pro- 
motion manager coincident with the 
return of Edwin Huber as publisher. 





Best Seller Lists 

Despite the concerted action, of 
most of the New York newspaper 
literary sections in dropping lists 
of best selling books garnered from 
book shops and publishers as not 
indicative of the real status of pub- 
lished matter, the United Press is 
now issuing to its clients reports of 
best sellers from regional ‘sections. 

The U.P. best seller report is be- 
ing used by the New York ‘Sun,’ 


of its amateurish preparation. 


‘| lected, although it may ‘be called: 


and similar, ejaculations indicate a 
striving for effect that injures the 
authenticity of the narrative. But 


spoil some of. the gorgeous adven- 
tures. Book may catch on in spite 





Paris Literati Gyp ] 

Some unscrupulous publishers in- 
Paris besides the regular issue at’ 
60c. a copy of their novels, on. 
which authors receive rcyalty, print 
extra copies with a different cover, 
which sell in the colonies at’ pop! 
prices and.on which the author gets’ 
nothing, and claims nothing since 
he knows nothing about it. 
Story came out when a bookseller | 
found in Algiers the same books he: 
just put on sale in Paris at 60c 
selling for 12c there. 
This has nothing to do with pub- 
lishers selling regular issues at bar- 
gain prices to get rid of unsold 
stocks. 





New Race Track Try 

William Armstrong, who publishes 
various sports publications, has 
formed a subsidiary called National 
Turf Publications to get out a new 
race track and general’ sports 
periodical. ‘ 

Not decided as yet whether the: 
new one will be a weekly or a daily, ' 
nor has the title definitely been se-) 


‘National Turf.’ 





A. P’s S.A. Film News 
A.P. is now supplying a morning 
and evening motion picture column 
once a week for its South American 
members, 

Material is gathered in Holly- 
wood by Robin Coon and Hubert 
Keavey, then sent to New York for 
translation into Spanish and Port- 
uguese. 





Mackenzie’s Weekly 
Compton Mackenzie, English play- 
wright and novelist, also edits ‘The 
Gramophone and Vox,’ a London 
weekly of records and radio crit- 
icism. 
Mackenzie is the brother of Fay 
Compton, actress. His father was 
a well-knogn actor and his aunt was 


my withers,’ ‘Puncture my mess kit’ | 


Membership Drive 
National Writers Club, now two 
years old, has formed regional 


tended campaign for additional 
members. First efforts will be di- 
rected towards increasing the mem- 
hership of the Metropolitan Chapter 
the New York area, after which the 
campaign will be extended. 

In the effort to increase the mem- 
pership, aimed principally at tyro 
scribblers who have not yet or just 
about broken into print, the initia- 
tion fee will be waived. 

Among other features the club has 
inaugurated a registry bureau where 
non-copyright material may be pro- 
tected. Otherwise, the usual bene- 
fits and conveniences of the various 
other writers’ organizations spring- 
ing up lately. National Writers 
Club is headed by Melvin Ryder 
with Richard A. Stevens as secre. 
tary. 








Small Town Sunday Comics 
Latest project to tie up advertis- 
ing with newspaper comic supple- 
ments engineered by J. J. Milligan, 
advertising man, who will attempt 
to do for the small-town Sunday 
newspapers what Hearst's ‘Puck’ 
and others are doing in the big 
cities. 

Milligan will’ publish a six-page 
comic supplement to be called 
‘Chuckles.’ It will be supplied free 
of charge to Sunday newspapers in 
towns of 25,000 or less to wrap 
around their Sunday editions. 
National advertising will be con- 
tacted for by Milligan’s organiza- 
tion with the papers using ‘Chuckles’ 
to share in the revenue. Small town 
papers are being lined up, with the 
first ‘Chuckles’ to appear as soon 
as distribution and advertising is 
arranged. 





Different Lawyer 

| |Departing from current usage, 
Max Trell makes his ‘Lawyer Man’ 
(Macaulay), a straight shooter who 
faces disbarment because his sense 
of ethics causes him to stick to 
a shifty actress in her breach of 
promise case until she joins hands 
with the defendant in a charge of 
attempted blackmail. 

Trell knows his law and his New 
York and he has turned out a con- 
vincing and fluently told story of a 
likeable character. 

Sports Magazine 
‘Amateur Sports,’ five cent mag- 
azine, is on the newsstands, edited 
by Madison Cooper, of Calcium, 
‘N, ¥., and printed at Menands, N. Y. 
Despite its title, gives some space 
to professional athletes. Magazine 
is described as ‘non-profit-making,’ 
being issued by the Amateur Sports 
Federation. 





Chatter 

Cnarles Francis ‘Socker’ Coe has 
a new shack in Bronxville. 

' Marius Charles Underwood has 
gone to Provincetown. 

Susan Ertz married. ; 
Russel Crouse back from Iceland 
to this heat. 

Hugh Walpole’s Ferries will soon 
rival John Galsworthy’s Forsytes. 
Hawthorne Hurst, most prolific 
novelist the ‘Daily News’ has on its 
staff, has placed another one with 
Alfred H. King. ; 

Noel Meadow the foremost ex- 
ponet of the new ‘George Raft shirt.’ 
Oliver LaFarge in Colorado. 
Mary Austin has written her 
autobiog. 

Julian Green, who is American, 
writes all his books in French. 
Alan McNab goes to Farrar & 
Rinehart. 

If Jonas Arnold writes that novel 
he’ll illustrate it, too. 

The Peter Freuchen beard scares 
everybody but publishers. 
Macmillan has the autobiog of a 
former newspaperman, now in an 
ijimgane asylum, but won’t use his 
name upon publication. 

John Macy will do a couple of 
literary lectures this summer. 
Now that he is off ‘College Hu- 
‘mor,’ H. N. Swanson is able to sell 
ihe mag some of his own tales. 
Marian B. Cockrell, who is Fran- 
cis Cockrell’s wife, has sold her first 
short story. 

Tom Goodrich wrote ‘Cotton 
Crvalier’ entirely in longhand be- 
cause his scribbling missus uses the 
only typewriter in the house. 

Edna Ferber sailed. 

Charles Freeman, m.e. of the 
‘Times-Union,’ Rochester, N. Y., has 
a broken rib. His wife lost her bal- 
ance and fell on him. 

Queena Pollack is in London, 
working on another book. 

P. A. McAviney, assistant editor 
and coast representative of ‘India 
Rubber World,’ died in Los Angeles 
Aug. 6 of heart attack. Widow 
survives. 

Henry Ansley, 36, Amarillo; Tex., 
newspaperman and author, died 





Leah Bateman, of ‘Lady Macbeth’ 
fame. ae 








first of the dailies to forego these 


Aug. 13 from auto accident injuries. 
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Desire to Bill All Talent Direct 





NBC Artists Service is trying to 
find ways and means of enforcing 
its rule that all talent appearing on 
commercial programs be billed ad- 
vertisers through the network. Acts 
booked through outside agencies 
continue to object to the idea, con- 
tending that their business affairs 
with the commercials is none of the 
chain’s concern, 

Network argument for the rule is 
that the only way they can have jur- 
isdiction over these outside booked 
acts while they’re around the studios 
is by paying them off by network 
eheck. Otherwise the mike artists 
ean go on doing as they please in 
attending rehearsals off schedule or 
in the technical production of their 
programs. Without this authority 
the network is unable to enforce 
certain studio regulations and sug- 
gestions of its staff producers and 
technicians, which, it says, would 
make for the improvement of the 
indie talents’ broadcasts. 

Vic Young’s Case 

Billing of the advertiser for talent 
would entail hardly any extra work 
and would simplify things all 
around, says the artists bureau. It 
would be merely a matter of adding 
a few figures to: the bill sent the ac- 
count for staticn time and line 
eharges. 

Argument in point came up not so 
long ago in the case of Victor 
Young, when the maestro was on 
NBC for Hines Honey and Almond 
Cream. Young at the time was 
under an exclusive management 
contract to the CBS Artists’ Service. 
NBC billed the client for the time, 
while Columbia billed the advertiser 
direct for the Young combo’s sal- 
ary. NBC’s booking office insisted 
that it do the billing for the act’s 
services, but Young’s personal man- 
ager rejoined that nothing could be 
done about it as long as Columbia 
was collecting a commission on the 
act. : 

Outside acts and their reps flout 
the NBC billing proposal as some- 
thing they have no need of. They 
decry the rule as a wedge that would 
give the network a line on the sal- 
aries paid every performer on an 
NBC program, 


Alice Joy’s A.M. Frolics 
Ousts Vaudeville Dates 


Alice Joy has called off all vaude 
appearances while on her 13-week 
¢ontract with Fisher’ Brothers 
grocery chain over WTAM, Cleve- 
land. Ether schedule calls for six 
morning shots a week. 

Before taking on the local station 
assignment the warbler completed 
13 weeks on RKO, 
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RAYMOND PAIGE 


Musical Director KHJ, Los Angeles 
GUEST CONDUCTOR 
HOLLYWOOD BOWL SYMPHONY 
July 29th 
Directing Gershwin’s “American in 
Paris” and the Belcher Ballet 











HAL BECKETT 


Fox, Brooklyn, New York 
INDEFINITELY 





FREE AGENT 


Victor Young’s Exclusive Contract 
With CBS Off 








Exclusive management contract 
with Victor Young held by the CBS 
Artists’ Service has been torn up. 
Release of the contract, which had 
until Dec. 31 to go, was obtained 
by the Rockwell-Mills office. 

Under the arrangement now pre- 
vailing either Columbia or NBC has 
the authority to sell the band leader 
to commercials. 


GHOST AUDITION 
HAS WB TIEUP 
FOR CBS 


One of the most mysterious, yet 
public, auditions was staged last 
week on a coast-to-coast CBS net- 
work, with a deal for 39 and prob- 
ably 52 weeks for the commercial 
sponsor virtually set. It means a 


talent outlay of $7,500 to $10,000 
weekly, plus an $800,000 annual 
budget for the time and broadcast- 
ing facilities, computed for 62 
weeks. If only the 39 guaranteed 
weeks are exercised, that’s 25% 
less, 

Program was ‘ghosted’ deliber- 
ately late last Wednesday (10) aft- 
ernoon from WABC, New York, 
with star talent at the Warner 
western studio included. The ‘ghost- 
ing’ deliberately méntioned General 
Motors as the sponsor, but while it 
will be some automotive account, 
G. M. does not function through 
Blackett, Sample & Hummert, the 
Chicago agency which is financing 
this elaborate broadcast. Campbell- 
Ewald is G. M.’s agency; with Bat- 
ten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne 
handling the institutional stuff for 
G. M. and some agency in Ohio in 
charge cf Frigidaire. 

Howard, Bleckett’s gave the im- 
pression it was G. M. as part of its 
‘ghost’ scheme so as not to be an- 
noyed by other advertising or tal- 
ent agencies who usually step in 
when such a new account is in the 
works. 








Talent Lineup 

Deal comes for final decision this 
(Tuesday) morning, and possibly 
was reached last night (Monday). 
Everybody who was on the broad- 
east will be retained, if matter is 
closed, including Jack Osterman as 
m.c., Gus Van, Aileen Stanley, Lil- 
lian Roth, Aunt Jemima, Abe Ly- 
man’s orchestra, for the hot special- 
ties, and Gene Rodemich, who does 
eartoon synchronization work, for 
the smoother accompaniments. Al 
Boasberg is to write the special ma- 
terial. It’s a once weekly program. 

On top of these names, a pickup 
from the Warner studio at Burbank, 
Cal., will feature WB stars, the stu- 
dio acceding to the affiliation in ex- 
crange for a plug for the current 
releases, a different picture being 
named each week. 

Those in the trade were skeptical 
of the elaborate audition as being 
G.M. knowing of Paul Whiteman’s 
contract with G.M. for NBC. Gen- 
eral Motors is also said to be anx- 
ious to conserve on its radio exploi- 
tation and will rotate Whiteman for 
Buick, Portiac, Oldsmobile, ete., 
using Aileen Stanley and Scrappy 
Lambert who hold unexpired con- 
tracts for specialties with G.M. in 
association with the Whiteman or- 
chestra. 





NBC HOLDS TOM AND DUD 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 
Tom and Dud, harmony team, re- 
main on NBC’s payroll here. Duo 
came to NBC several months ago 














when the chain took over KPO. 





GBS QUSTS NBG 
IN SALT LAKE 


KSL Acquisition Freezes 
Out NBC—Chain’s Other 
Problems in Cincy, De- 
troit and Dallas—Impor- 
tant Key Stations Demand 
Special Consideration and 
Full Card Rates for Stra- 
tegic Broadcast Centrals 








KSL IS CBS’ 92D 





Latest move in the CBS plan of 
making secure its position in strat- 
egic broadcast spots, by either ef- 
fecting special time-buying deals or 
rendering financial aid to the out- 
lets concerned, has put the network 
in affiliate control of the 5,000-wat- 
ter, KSL, Salt Lake City. This 
station’s quitting of NBC to join 
Columbia Sept. 1 will leave NBC 
chain in the dilemma of being frozen 
out of the territory unless it ties to 
the 1,000-watter, KDYL, abandoned 
by CBS in the switch. 


Alliance of KSL with Columbia 
came as an embarrassing surprise 
to NBC. Latter network was not 
only unprepared for the jump but 
apparently was of the impression, 
that a recent conference had 


(Contined on page 47) 


RADIO COPYING 
AND COPPING 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Charges of duplication, imitation, 
copying and downright plagiarism 
while admittedly valid bring forth 
the explanation in, Chicago radio 
circles that, despite skepticism, its 
often a genuine coincidence. 

Example was NBC with a quartet 
on the O’Cedar program naming 
the boys the Melodymen, uncon- 
scious that WLS had a quartet of 
the same name. As it happened 
WLS Melodymen later joined NBC 
giving the network two acts of the 
same name, They changed the 
O’Cedar group to the Songfellows 
but meanwhile the commercial 
continues to use the title. 

Quartets appear hard to name. 
Lega: department of NBC was ac- 
tually commissioned to provide a 
tag for one quartet which had been 
successively the Grenadiers Fire- 
side Singers, Hudson Singers and 
Silvertone Quartet. Legal depart- 
ment went into a trance and gave 
birth to the Commodores. That 
wasn’t so original either as its been 
used in show business proper. Sil- 
vertone title used for a time de- 
veloped to be a Sears-Roebuck 
trade name. . 

WM£Q professed innocence when 
calling a program ‘Garden Melodies’ 
after WLS had a ‘Garden of Melody’ 
program on the air for some time. 

There seemed to be a rather 
deadly parallel both of name and 
content between Al and Pete's 
original ‘Try and Stump Us’ novelty 
and the later version introduced 
over WBBM by Brooks and Ross 
and called ‘Stump Us.’ 

Amos n’ Andy replied sarcastic- 
ally that an idea might also occur 
to them when Wilbur and Ezra ac- 
cusec them of borrowing an adopted 
baby pathos angle. Such- charges 
of lifting are aimed with sufficient 
frequency against the radio head- 
liners to make most of them sensi- 
tive and resentful. It’s like two 
acrobats arguing who was the first 
to eat raspberry pie upside down. 

Admittedly the hardest thing to 
protect is a central idea for a dialog 
skit. Such themes, when meritori- 
ous, command a heavy premium. 
Especially when adaptable for ad- 
vertisers with h®usehold goods to 











sell. 
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Small Local Stations Cheat Chain 
Programs with Their Own Ad Spiels 





vv 


GAGSTER AIR CREDITS 


Boasberg First Writer to Get Verbal 
Billing Bouquets 








For the first time, apart from name 
authors like Conan Dolye, Edgar 
Wallace et al., whose stories have 
been dramatized for the air, a con- 
tinuity writer has received ether 
billing. 

Al Boasberg is one of the Lucky 
Strike gagsters who was given an 
aerial bouquet by Walter O’Keefe on 
last Saturday’s broadcast for his 
special material. 


PALS BUT KOLB 
RESTS ON HIS 
CONTRACT 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 

Unable to settle as he had hoped, 
Clarence Kolb has brought suit 
against Gilmore Oil Co, for $32,000, 
asking that amount to cover a 32- 
week balance on Kolb and Dill’s 
radio contract. 

Team was cancelled last month 
and its comedy serial, ‘The Dingle- 
benders’ taken off NBC when Kolb 
failed to show for a performance. 
Claiming this was violation of con- 
tract the oil concern jerked the pair. 
Recently Gilmore returned the Gil- 
more Circus, hour feature, to the 
western network. 

Kolb and Ear! Gilmore, prez of the 
gas company, have been pals and 
hunting mates for many years. Gil- 
more had been invited to accompany 
Kolb on the hunting trip that kept 
him away from the mike on the 
night that led to concellation. 


TEXACO RENEWS WYNN 
TILL OCT. 25 ANYWAY 


Ed Wynn is set to continue with 
the Texaco session at least up to 
Oct. 25. Comic opens ‘The Laugh 
Parade’ tour in Boston, Sept. 5, and 
under the arrangement with his 
ether bankroller Wynn will elimin- 
ate the musical’s Tuesday night 
performance so as to be on hand 
in New York for the weekly broad- 
cast. 

At the suggestion of the NBC 
press department and with the ap- 
proval of the Texaco checkbook, 
Wynn will on each of these trips 
bring in with him as guests the 
radio editors from the dailies in 
the legit spots. Problem of getting 
in conveniently for the mike spasm 
won’t come up until after the show 
plays Pittsburgh, Oct. 5. Next 
playdate takes the show to Cincin- 
nati, and after that Chicago. 

Picking up the star by remote 
control doesn’t appeal to the spon- 
sor, since the latter is determined 
to retain Graham McNamee in the 
role of straight to Wynn’s patter, 
or drop the program altogether. 
Texaco on the other hand doesn’t 
relish the idea of shouldering the 
salaries that McNamee would have 
to forego on other likely commercial 
programs while traveling around 
with ‘Laugh Parade.” Announcer 
is now hooked up with two network 
spasms and is slated for two more 
by Sept. 15. 

Another important objection to 
the remote control thing, which 
would have the Don Voorhees band 
broadcasting from this end, is the 
loss of the plug derived from the 
public attendance of the Texaco 
affair at NBC’s Times Square 
studios Tuesday nights. 

















Vancouver Joining CBS 
Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
CKWX, Vancouver, joins CBS 
chain Sept. 15. 
It will be first station for Colum- 





bia in western Canada. 


| 





Baltimore, Aug. 15, 

Increase in the number of pro« 
gram checking bureaus throughout 
the country is evidence that the 
advertisers are beginning to notice 
that may of their chain programs 
are not getting the full time on the 
local stations, but often portions are 
lacking both at the beginning and 
end of the sossions. This chop is 
due to the overly long ‘minute’ ane 
nouncements on the local stationg 
from home-town commercials. 

Both chains allow their affiliated 
stations enough time for 30 words 
between periods for their minute 
commercials. But word comes that 
many chain-affiliated stations in the 
south and southeast are running 
more than the alloted 30 words so 
that the advertisers are yelping that 
the important part of the program, 
for them, the spiel and plug, is be« 
ing sliced as the local stations comé 
in late and cut out early in order 
to make sure they have enough 
time for their own nfinute commer- 
cials, 

These provincial stations are bate 
tling so grimly for biz that they 
can’t pass up the $5, $10 and $15 
they’re getting for these plugs, and 
are often willing to stretch the ale 
lotted wordage to 40, 50 and 60 
words. The stations figure that the 
advertisers in New York and Chi« 
cago will never know the difference, 
while that local advertiser is sitting 
there with his ear glued to the loud« 
speaker, 


DISK COMMERCIALS NOW 
OKE WITH NBC ON COAST 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 
Reversing a previous stand against 
electric transcription, NBC is 
now accepting discs on commercial 
programs. KPO tonight (15) broad- 
casts the first of seven 15-minuté 
platters, running nightly until Aug, 
24 for Philco. This despite multi- 
tudinous network proclamations that 
transcriptions are out. - 

Titled ‘Philco Frollickers,’ disc 
will plug a word-building contest, 
part of a national exploitation came« 
paign placed by 
stantine & Gardner ad agency. 


Radio Spots Lucas Band 














Clyde Lucas orchestra has beef 


combination for weekly Radio-NBC 
programs, ‘Hollywood on the Air.’ 
Outfit will be used on all pro# 


sic originating with Max Steiner’s 
studio combination is used, when 
latter band will be spotted. 
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The Biggest Smallest Attraction 

aaa Radte and Stage 
ning—Kansas ty, Aug. 
Dir.: WEBER-SIMON ” 














PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
WABC—Tues., Thurs., Sat., 8.15 P.M. 


FRANCES 
LANGFORD 


MANHATTAN MELODIES 
WOR—Wednesday, 10 P. M. 
Atop Empire State Bidg. 























JOHN 


SHEVLIN 


(TENOR) 
After 18 weeks on WOR, am tak- 
ing a vacation. To resume my 
activities on the air Labor Day. 

Permanent Address: 729 Amster- 
dam Ave., New York 





















Botsford, Cons 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. ' | 
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NBC’S 4 HEADACHE SPOTS 


- Radio Artists No Like NBC's 
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HOLLYWOOD ON THE AIR (11) 

With Richard Arlen, John Darrow, 
Walter Huston, Constance Cum- 
mings, Amelia Earhart 

Talk, Skit, Orchestra 

Sustaining 

WJZ, New York 


WINS HEADLINERS ‘ 

With Bob Merwin, Harry Tighe, 
Jerry Moore, Mary Day, Lucille 
Beals, Dorothy Lewis 

Singing, Talk 

Sustaining 

WINS, New York 





. . : rice reek for a half-hour 
‘rst of the series in which pic- Twi a wee . 

a companies outside of Radio | Stretch on each occasion this Hearst 
took advantage of the M. H. Ayles- | outlet trots out a flock of ‘guest 
worth invitation to use the network talent and one lad in particular who 
to plug their product, this program describes himself as an m, c. No 
must have failed to register effec- | 0m could object to the billing if the 
tively and impressively with the —, yoy Janay ool 
mass of listeners that most likely come > ge tg ee a ao 
tuned in last Friday night. Not that ers names anc y 


the retinue of picture names and 
the added attraction, Amelia Ear- 
hart, were wanting. What they 
were assigned or volunteered to do 
was oke from the individual angle, 
but as an ether production it was a 
frowsy. loosely strung, draggy af- 
fair. 

Program evidenced all the ear- 
fMmarks of something tossed on as it 
came in piece, by piece through the 
studio doors, without previous re- 
hearsal or idea of,.what was going 
to happen once it got started. If 
that impression belied the facts and 
the show had been actually put 
through some sort of a rehearsal, 
the result was no credit to the stu- 
dio producing staff responsible. 

Whole thing seemed to move 
along hesitatingly. Of pacing and 
building up of interest it had none. 
Haphazard routining sort of con- 
veyed an air of unauthenticity. All 
of which would tend to take the 
edge off the purpose of these broad- 
casts. Last Friday night’s example 
gives rise to the question as to 
whether the network can do the 
productions intended for plugging 
any good unless the programs are 
‘given the workmanlike attention 
and shaping accorded the usual run 
of first-class sustaining or commer- 
cial programs turned out by the 
chains. A 
- Half-hour session was split be- 
tween Universal and Columbia Pic- 
tures, with’ Universal taking the 
first half to plug its football epic, 
‘All American,’ still in production. 
Richard Arlen, starring, did the 
m. c’ing before the mike, introduc- 
Ing for a word or two, in turn, 
Frank Carideo, whilom Notre Dame 
atar; Johnny Kane of Alabama, 
‘Red’ Chris Cagle, the Army breeze, 
and Ernie Nevers of Stanford. Ar- 
len announced a couple of other 
gridiron names working in the pic- 
ture who apparently got mike fright 
or forgot all about the studio date. 
Anyway, after one of those quiet 
moments of eternity, Arlen begged 
off for the missing lads and put 
John Darrow on for a paragraph, 
telling what a great picture ‘All 
American’ is bound to be. 

James Whiden’s orchestra took 
over the interlude that led up to the 
entry of the Columbia Pictures fac- 
tion. That producing outfit ab- 
sorbed not much over five minutes 
of the 30-minute stretch, using it 
for the enactment of a scene out of 
‘American Madness.’ Players in- 
cluded Walter Huston and Con- 
‘stance Cummings, featured in the 


film. : 
After another number by the 
Whiden combo which sounded 


slightly wheezy coming out of the 
loudspeaker on this side of the con- 
tinent, came the real treat of the 
event, Amelia Earhart, Transatlan- 
tic flyer took the occasion to direct 
a stinging blast at the hypocricy 
prevailing in this country among 
those who sit in judgment upon 
amateur athletics. But, strange to 
gay, it took somebody entirely un- 
connected with the picture business 


to lift a picture business broadcast|by « 
throughout 
number is either a “way back when,’ 
a very recent one, or one of Fio- 


out of innocuous desuetude. Miss 
Earhart, incidentally, did hint there 
fwas a chance of her taking an offer 
in pictures. Odec. 





SAM and JOE 
Serial 

Sustaining 
WRVA, Richmond 


_ Daily 15-minute comedy serial, 
dealing with a couple of octogenar- 
ians and aimed at the farmer's 
heart, particularly the southern 
farmer. 

Story deals with the mixups of 
these two 80-year-old geezers, and 
is now involved in telling the tale 
of a threatened breach ‘of promise 
suit from one ‘widder lady,’ while 
one of the a.k.’s is really hankering 
to hitch with a secona widow. It's 
down-home comedy and fits in with 
the hill-billy music that’s worked 
into the running. 

Entire setup of the serial and idea 
is mighty similar to another a.k. 
duo so popular over that ace hin- 
terland transmitter, WLS. The 
WLS pair are also trying to get 
married and get into jams with the 
women. 

Script is nicely written for com- 
edy, being unsubtle stuff which 
should cotton perfectly to the small 
town listeners draped around this 
transmitter’s area. Characters, es- 
pecially the principals, are well 
taken, though that a.k. falsetto is 
sometimes too shrill. 

It’s a sidelight of interest to note 


radio master of ceremonies.’ 
trouble is that Tighe generalized 


~ 


were about to tackle. 

But the boy insists upon filling 
the role of a high-pressure comic. 
His introductions are invariably 
windy and filled with wisecracks 
and gags that are as funny as a 
dead mike. And to make it still 
more boresome, he breaks into the 
proceedings with lengthy cross- 
fires, dragging in Jerry Moore to 
hold down the feeding end of the 
script. 

Perhaps his ineptitude is begin- 
ning to dawn on him. In one of the 
recent Headliner programs Tighe 
remarked toward the end, ‘Well, 
folks, I haven't anything else te say. 
Tell me what m. c. has anything to 
say. If he did he wouldn't be a 
Only 


instead of particularizing. He could 


mention himself as a first-rate ex- 
ample. 


Monotony of the Tighe chatter on 


last Wednesday night's (10) event 
was relieved by a couple of nicely 
modulated lyrics from the Bob Mer- 
win larynx, some emotional moan- 
ing by Lucille Beal, a straight mel- 
ody of the ballad genre from Mary 
Day, and a brace of pining ditties, 
in the distant manner of Ruth Et- 
ting, on the part of Dorothy Lewis. 
Every ‘guest’ 
herself acceptably before the elec- 
tric ear and worthy of another hear- 


comporting him or 


ng. Only likely objection is that 


Tighe spoils, the results with his 
forced wisecrack comments on the 
work of the warbler who has just 
finished. 


Against Tighe on a neighboring 


wave length on the Tuesday occa- 
sion were Colonel Stoopnagle and 
Budd, Which at least allowed for 
relief by a quick twist of the dial. 


Odec. 


CONCERT IN RHYTHM and TED 


FIO-RITO BAND 


GEORGE RECTOR 
Food Talks 
Commercial 
WGY, Schenectady 

One-time restaurateur, who 
dipped into the writing game on 
Bugs Baer’s wings, has taken a 
plunge into the broadcasting waters, 
and is experiencing no difficulty in 
keeping afloat. For some time a 
feature on A & P morning broad- 
casts over NBC network, Rector now 
appears to be as much at home 
before the mike as in the kitchen. 
He handles himself with the aplomb 
of a veteran actor. His ether ‘per- 
sonality’ one of the most different 
as well as most engaging on the air 
during dead a. m. hours. 
While Rector’s advertised (news- 
paper) contribution is recipe talks 
and ‘food tours’ of cities and coun- 
tries, he also engages in verbal by- 
play with Judge Gordon, second fea- 
tured speaker, and sometimes an- 
nounces guest artists. Rector han- 
dles one assignment just as weil as 
the other, aided by a splendidly pre- 
pared though apparently casual! ccn- 


tinuity. 
His recipes and reminiscenes of 
various’ cities, restaurants and 


dishes, here and abroad, are inter- 
esting and, to women, instructive. 
Food chatter does not sound effemi- 
nate coming from lips of a man like 
Rector. 

He speaks in a _ high-pitched, 
rather hoarse tone, enunciating pre- 
cisely. Only in voice does Rector 
lack professional smoothness, yet 
it’s oke because different. Few 
broadcasters are as successful in 
transmitting to -listeners the sug- 
gestion of a good-humored, likable 
personality as is Rector. Or of a 
widely traveled gentleman who has 
not Lecome blase. Jaco, 





MRS. J. S. REILLY’S COMMON 
SENSE 


Talk, Orchestra 
COMMERCIAL 
WOR, Newark 


Fount of wisdom here is an au- 
thority on the bringing up of chil- 
dren. Keeps repeating over and 
over again that she should know 
how, having raised seven of them, 
and that it’s been her main topic of 
conversation for 13 years. Karo 
Syrup pays the time charges on this 
one and Mrs. Reilly for retailing the 
information. 

Between cascades of the Mme. 


Sustaining Transcontinental 

NBC, San Francisco 

This is one of the recently-inaugu- 
rated cross-country sustainers sent 
out by NBC from Frisco clear to 
Manhattan, arriving there at 1 a.m., 
which is pretty late to mean much 
as a radio feature. 

Five hours a week are split be- 
tv-een local dance bands and studio 
programs, current one being halved 
between ‘Concert in Rhythm,’ with 
Meredith Willison batoning, and the 
Hotel St. Francis dance, directed by 
Ted Fio-Rito. 

Willson is new at NBC, having 
recently come to that network from. 
He wields a facile stick, 
equally meritorious in concert or 
pop stuff. His arrangements are 
outstanding. Weak point was the 


KFRC, 


arrangements are excellent. 
tro evidently streve to shy away 
from the usual dance tunes con- 
stantly being shoved onto the ether 


chanting of an unannounced girl 
who lacked color 
But entire half huur was fast, vivid 
music and of the calibre that should 
draw listeners back again. 


in a pop tune. 


With Fio-Rito’s dance music, too, 
Maes- 


thousand and one bands 
the country. Each 


Rito’s own tunes; such as ‘For Lily 
May. Male trio and a high tenor 
pa singing assignments capa- 
bly. 

Sid Goodwin and Jerry Kilgore 
split the announcing laurels for the 
two half hours. 

Bock. 





LEGAL CLINIC OF THE AIR 
With Judge Edward Casey 
Sustaining 
WMAQ, Chicago 
Very interesting sustaining pro- 
gram for adults is conducted by 
Municipal Court Judge Casey, whose 
speaking voice is cultured and 
pleasant as his manner is erudite. 
Only once a week for 10 minutes 
(Friday) but crammed with prac- 
tical interpretations of the law as 
applying to everyday frictions. 
Very much of the moment is 
Judge Casey’s discussions of con- 
crete instances of liability in cases 
while bills are paid by check, but 
with the bank closing in the interim. 
Who owes the money—debtor or 
bank? About 75 banks in Chicago 
have gone blooey, so numerous in- 
cidents of this type have developed. 
There are all too few programs 
of this sort on the radio, and very 
often what few there are lose their 
appeal by the bad speaking of the 
principal, Land, 





Hershfield’s Serial 





Reilly palaver a studio five-piece 
orchestra pours into the mike ex- 
cerpts from the classics and near 
classics, taking enough time for 
each number to allow for the pre- 
vious flow»of wisdom to sink in and 
the lecturer to come up for a little 
ozone. When caught (12) the au- 
thority on bringing them up waxed 
hot and heavy over what she called 
the stupidity and imposition of baby 
contests and parades, taking the 
parents to task for their lack of 
consideration of the tots’ welfare at 
these events. Topic she announced 
for the next occasion was ‘Conver- 
sation in front of the children.’ 
Voice registers mellowly and has 
enough personality behind it to give 
it authority and to tickle the ma- 
ternal curiosity. Commercial plug 
is suavely put over, with the copy 
clipped short and stressing the value 
of mixing of the syrup with milk 
when the protein content of the lat- 
ter proves too much for the baby. 
Sessions hit the ether in the early 
a m. Odec. 


Behind the Keys 








(Continued from page 17) 


exploitation campaign for Edward 
Burke, Democratic congressional 
nominee from Nebraska, 





Watseka, TIl. 
Watseka theatre, only theatre in 
this community, has closed for re- 
mainder of month. Reopens Labor 
Day. First time in years ne theatre 
operating here. 





Knoxville, Ia. 
B. H. Golson has purchased lowa 
theatre from Mrs H. L. Bridgeman 
and Grand theatre from Bert Gra- 
ham, 





Galveston. 
Dixie theatre, one of the Martini 
string, has closed indefinitely. 





Worcester, Mass. 
H. A. Naylor, manager of Warner’s 
theatre, succeeded by Albert Nathan 
of New York. 





Los Angeles. 


Colorado, Pasadena indie, dark 
(14), for one week. Repairs and 
alterations. 





Clinton, Ia. 
Strand reopens this week as first 
run, 





Des Moines, Ia. 





in the nicknames of the two prin- 

‘ing ; ' ; . Theatre is under construction at 
body is called ‘Rebel’ by his pal, | D4, Cartoonist, gocs on a sustain- | Grand, replacing former theatre de- 
who himself is labeled ‘Yank. That | 2"® schedule over CBS a wee fr 0M | stroyed by fire. 

last is rather surprising, since most |tis Thursday (25). Its titled B. H. Golson has purchased the 
southerners are brought up to be- | Meyer the Buyer.’ Iowa theatre, Knoxville, Ia., from 
lieve that there's no such word as Ted Bergman, of the ‘Joe Palooka’|Mrs. H. lL. Bridgeman and the 
‘yank’; that the proper word is| Show, will play the name role in the | Grand theatre from Bert Graham. 
‘damyank.’ | Hershfield weekly serial. Plans to manage both houses, 


POLITICAL SPIELS UP 
COAST AIR REVENUE 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Political air spieling is saving 
coast stations from taking a terrific 
slump. Most of the business com- 
ing from this direction, however, is 
local, with candidates in municipal 
primary the end of the month doing 
most of the contributing. 


Commercial business in July 
showed heavy decline, with this 
month so far showing a 15% in- 
crease over last, due to the political 
time. 








Chi Fair 


(Continued from page 1) 


most any office-worker can get a 
kick out of a herculean bull that 
no mere farmhand could ever get. 
Anyhow, there it is at North ave- 
nue and River road, the Cook County 
Fair, all fenced in, pennants wav- 
ing, fancy flowers by the gate just 
transplanted from the nursery. The 
whole thing brand-new, unpainted, 
partially unorganized. Not very 
much agriculture but a great deal 
of the Rubin & Cherry carnival. 
Very little scientific farming but a 
great many scientifically-controlled 
gambling devices. And thousands 
of big city hicks going for every- 
thing. Business was excellent when 
visited. ‘ 

In combination it makes quite a 
big fair. Rubin & Cherry carnival, 
with 10 rides and 18 shows, is one 
of carnivaldom’s six biggest. Other 
Rubin-Cherry outfit is currently in 
Auburn, N. Y. What the depres- 
sion has done to the carnies is best 
told by that 10c. top. 


Nothing Over 10c. 


Absolutely nothing over a dime 
and most of the shows are glad to 
get a jitney. Rides, as usual, get- 
ting the best play, with most of the 
side tents winning a pretty unani- 
mous snub. Carnival as a whole 
was doing okay. Especially for a 
Monday. 

Ragtag of miscellany outside the 
Rubin-Cherry nucleus is mostly 
pegged at 5c. per chance. And the 
prizes looked not quite up to Wool- 
worth standards. Best bet, and 
most popular, was a _ cellophane- 
covered basket of fresh fruit. A 
group of college boys with eagle 
eyes were sending an increasingly- 
peevish Negro lad down into the big 
bucket with pneumonia-giving fre- 
quency as their deadly accuracy 
with baseballs drew the greatest 
crowd and proved the most impor- 
tant of the games of skill. A horse- 
shoe pitching cuntest with ‘profes- 
sional’ and amateur divisions was 
in progress. 


Hosses at 25-50c. 


Horse show at 25-50c. was the 
main attraction and drew an audi- 
ence of several thousand to the 
track. Hunters, jumpers, harness, 
trick and comedy horses were 
displayed with much classy horse-: 
flesh around. Barnes & Carruth- 
ers booked the free acts, which 
included the Four Lorenzoes, easily 
the most awe-provoking; the, Fly- 
ing Millers, Curtis’ Taxi, Haas 
Brothers, Cliff Gregg, ‘human can- 
non ball,’ and several others. Other 
attractions included a flower show 
and choral contest. Flower show 
was a bedraggled and wilted pag- 
eant of potted geraniums. 

Various radio stations were as- 
signed different days. WIBO’s ef- 
forts to steam up public interest 
was miserably unsuccessful and 
clumsily handled. 

Without a great deal of publicity 
the fair was drawing extremely well. 
It ran day and date throughout with 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
Circus, playing in a different part 
of the city. Fair also cut into 
Riverview and White City, Chi’s two 
amusement parks. 

However, dopesters figure that 
ultimately the promoters will have 
either a dog track or a half-mile 
pony orbit on the grounds as a per- 
manent or semi-permanent profit 
factory. County fair running 10, 
days is not figured enough in itself 
to warrant the expenditures already 
made. : 

Ultimately the Cook County Fair 
will be entitled to state aid similar 
to that given other county fairs. 
Exact sum is not known but re- 
ported around $50,000. 








Harvey Marburger orchestra com- 
pleting a 10-week engagement at 
Roseland ballroom, New York, re- 
engaged for the balance of season 
until Sept. 25. Elmer Quinn, trum- 





peter, added to the orchestra. 


MUSIC VS. RADIO 
MARKING. TIME 


License fee squabble between Tin 
Pan Alley and the National Asso. 
ciation of Broadcasters remains in 
a state of impasse. American So- 
ciety; of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers has adopted a policy of 
marking time, figuring that the 
most prudent way of handling the 
situation is to wait until the period 
of reprieve allowed the broadcasters 
ends Sept. 1 before making any 
drastic move. 

Several members on the ASCAP 
administrative board have been urg- 
ing that letters be sent out to every 
station in the country this week 
advising them of the current con- 
tract’s expiration date and warning 
them against the broadcasting of 
music controlled by the society 
after Sept. 1, an’ the penalties in- 
volved. Other directors have vetoed 
the suggestion on the grounds it 
was unnecessary. 

Communication to this effect, it 
was pointed out, had gone out to 
the broadcasters last June, with the 
info taking’into account the original 
expiration date of the license fee 
contract which was July 1. At the 
request of the negotiatu.s for the 
station operators, the soviety subse- 
quently extended the »ld vontract to 
Sept. 1, so that ample time would 
be available for the parties con- 
cerned to arrive at a settlement. It 
was natural to assume, the objectors 
to the new letter idea maintained, 
that every station was aware of the 
fact that the extension was merely 
a modification of the June notice 
and that the old license became in- 
valid Sept. 1. 

Music men generally take an op- 
timistic attitude toward the situa- 
tion. They feel that the broad- 
casters allied with the national as- 
sociation will make an eleventh 
hour gesture to resume negotiations, 
and for that reason the society is 
hesitant about starting cut to make 
separate agreements with individ- 
ual stations. In the past two weeks 
-the ASCAP has received applica- 
tions for license renewals from sev- 
eral stations not in the NAB ranks. 
But nothing will likely be done in 
these cases until toward the end of 
the month. 

Resumption of negotiations with 
the NAB will be approached by the 
Society on an entirely revised basis. 
ASCAP now insists that it will only 
talk to the broadcasters’ association 
on the following terms. It will 
either be a five-year contract, with 
3% on the gross commercial rev- 
enue for 1933, 4% for 1934 and 5% 
for 1935 and the two years there- 
after, or a one-year contract calle 





tions. On the former basis the soe 
ciety is willing to cut the sustain- 
ing fee down to a gominal figure, 
but if the broadcasters choose the 
one year term the sustaining figure 
stands as is. 


WMAS Sets Staff 


Providence, Aug. 15. 

David Halperin, continuity writer, 
has been engaged as program di- 
rector of the new Station WMAS at 
Springfield, Mass, 

William Foss is manager of the 
station, which probably will be 
ready for trial broadcasts in about 
a week, 


Warbling Edibles 


LaChoy Food Products has picked 
Billy Hughes, warbler, to entertain 
the housewives between blurb read- 
ings when the account goes on Co- 
lumibia Sept. 13. Schedule will con- 
sist of a quarter-hour period Tues- 
day and Thursday morning. 

Commercial is starting Off with a 
10-station link for a minimum of 13 
weeks, 


RADIO MAN SUES L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

V. G. Freitag, local radio station 
operator, is suing City of Los An- 
geles for $10,700 damages, alleged 
to have been done to a lot that he 
owns. 

Says that Department of Public 
Works, without permission or au- 
thority, dumped a large quantity of 
dirt on the property. 














Jane Froman’s Extra 52 


Iodent toothpaste has renewed 
with NBC for another 52 weeks ef- 
fective Aug. 21. 

Current program made up of Jane 
Froman, studio orchestra and dram- 
atized incidents from American his- 
tory is being retained. 





ing for a flat 5% and with no op-- 
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Ted Husing is still flashing those 
blue suspenders. 

Singin‘ Sam “has bought himself 
an Indiana farm. 

George Wiederhold, program di- 
rector WHAS, Louisville, suffering 
from poison ivy. 

Betty Kashman, WRNY, no like 
theme songs and prefers to use the 
time for another number or two. 

The John Royals are moving all 
their worldly goods to New York 
and giving up their home in Cleve- 
land. 

Charlie Barrett, - orchestral ar- 
ranger, has been placed in charge 
of WHAS’ musical library at Louis- 
ville. 

National Players, in closing week 
at National, presented daily sketch 
over WHAS, Louisville, throughout 
week. 

Western Clock Co. returns to NBC 
Sept. 25 for a minimum 13-week 
stretch, resuming half-hour Sunday 
afternoon sessions. 

Harry Sobol and Jay Faggen 
adorn their press release with min- 
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iature photos of the personalities for 
press cut reproduction, if wanted. 

Federal Radio Commission so far 
this month granted licenses to 368 
amateur stations, 193 new, 127 re- 
new'ils and 48 modifications. 

Jules Jaffee, who leads the As- 
bury Park Casino orchestra and airs 
daily via WCAP, Asbury, a brother 
of Moe Jaffee, composer of ‘Col- 
legiate.’ 

D. C. Summerford, L. G. Hewitt 
and Norman Albee have been added 
to WHA®S’ operating staff at Louis- 
ville, bringing total number opera- 
tors to eleven. 

Robert Simmons subs for Frank 
Parker, tenor, on the A. & P. morn- 
ing programs and the vities Service 
weekly show over NBC for four 
weeks while Parker’ vacations 
abroad. : 

Columbia p.a.s are now glorify- 
ing the New York plant’s elevator 
operators. First to get the print 
palaver about knowing and being 
recognized by all the celebs is one 
Danny Cahill. 

Charles Spaulding, member Blue 
and White orchestra, playing over 
WHAS’ Lexington (Ky.)_ studios, 
was killed when automobile he was 
repairing slipped off the jack and 
crushed his skull, Spaldipg was a 
student at the University of Ken- 
tucky, which has charge of WHAS’ 
studios there. 

M. Aylesworth, president of NBC, 
visiting Rochester, N. Y., as a 
yachting guest of Frank E. Gannett, 
publisher, sees television five years 
away. Other Gannett cruise guests 
were Kent Cooper, g.m, of the A.P.; 
Jerome D. Barnum, publisher of the 
Syracuse ‘Post Standard,’ and John 
Cowls, associate publisher of the 
Des Moines ‘Register.’ 

John Baab, NBC Artists’ Service, 
now devoting all his time to han- 
dling Phillips Lord’s affairs. Man- 
agement takes in personal aprear- 
ances, motion pictures, publications 
beside the down east’ner’s radio 
programs. 

Verna Burke, formerly with 
now warbling 
soloist for Graham Prinee combo at 
the Palais D’Or, New York. 


West 


Phyliis Borden, singer, uke play- 
er, WGBB, Freeport, L. I., warbling 
since she was six years old. Calls 
her uke ‘Emmaline.’ | 

Frank Parker, ether tenor, on a 
European holiday, sailing Aug. 13 
for Italy on the S. S. Augustus, re- 
turning to the A&P Gypsies and 
Cities Service programs Sept. 13 
from N. Y. x 

Charlies Weller, ex-trade paper 
reporter, now freelance publicizing. 

Paul (Tony) Newland, baritone, 
goes on staff at KHJ, Los Angeles. 

After 39 consecutive Wednesday 
nights over the CBS Don Lee coast 
chain, California Brokerage Co.'s 
‘Isle of Golden Dreams’ (coinmer- 
cial), emanating from KOIN, Port- 
land, is off the air. Return con- 
tingent on demand. 

KFRC manager, Harrison Holli- 
wry, denies he will move to KHJ, 
Los Angeles, as commercial man- 
ager of the sister Don Lee station. 
Harrison has been at KFRC since 
broadcaster started. 

Stark’s Bohemian Club, with 
Buddy Fisher’s orchestra, off the 
air from KNX due to dispute over 
increased rates. Replaced by the 
Beverly Hill Billies. 

Four-year separation of Walter 
N. Campbell, announcer, and Fran- 
cis Craig, orchestra leader, came 
to an end when the orchestra be- 
gan over KOA, Denver, to an east- 
ern and southern network of NBC. 
They last worked together over a 
Nashville station. 

Tommie Watkins, leader of the 
Brown Palace orchestra, broadcast- 
ing over KOA, Denver, on an NBC 
network, composed ‘The California 
Swing, which he’s featuring on the 
air. 

A. P. Miller has assigned license 
of KPJM, Prescott, Ariz, to M. B. 
Scott and Edward C. Sturm. 

Wichita Falls, Tex., granted 59- 
watt police transmitter. 

KGB, San Diego, granted increase 
in power from 500 to 1,000 watts. 

General Electric begins a short 


(Continued on page 46) 





+ 

















HI THERE! 
Fs E N , 
ARBARSOLOIST 
Tues.-Thurs. 7.30 P. M. ” : Management N.B.C. 











KUZNETZOFF 


NIC 


OLINA 


“STEERO” Program, Wednesdays, 10:15.a.m., WEAF 





KICK Now Practically Set 
To Move Near to Omaha 


Red Oak, Ia., Aug. 15. 

Station KICK is all set to move 
to Carter Lake, Ia., a suburb of 
Omaha, Nebr., as soon as sanction 
for the change of location is re- 
ceived from the federal radio com- 
mission. “The transfer has been 
recommended by the chief examiner 
of the radio commission over pro- 
tests of stations WOW and WAAW 
of Omaha and KOIL Council Bluffs, 
Ia. The station began its plea for 
the move May 6, when a conditional 
grant of the commission brought 
opposition from the other stations. 

Broadcasting time, under a grant 
by the commission, has been re- 
stricted pending permission and re- 
moval to the new Carter Lake lo- 
cation. The station is operating 
only six hours out of every 24, from 
10 a. m. to 1 p. m. and from 5 to 
8 p. m,. 


Minor Stations 
Cash-and-Carry 
Plan For Locals 


Baltimore, Aug. i5. 
Cash down, and in advance, is the 








‘standing rule at most of the smallie 


stations operating through the 
southeastern portion of this nation, 
when they talk business with their 
local advertisers. 

That 30-day- leeway after the 
program may be oke for the chains 
and the big national advertisers, 
say the smallies, but when you're 
dealing with a barber shop or one- 
horse bakery in the provinces, the 
money is safer in the mitt. 


Therefore, as far as the minute 
announcements are concerned, it’s 
always money in advance around 
these parts, and in cash. That’s be- 
cause many of these minute spots 
are from gyp workers, who are in 
town trying to beat up some shekels 
from a ‘send your money’ stunt. 

And where there’s a regular se- 
ries of programs, the stations are 
are not hesitant or shy in billing 
their customers weekly, though 
some of the larger shops may get 
their bills monthly. But in prac- 
tically every case it’s in advance. 


Stations sigh that they’ve been 
done too many times by these 
small-fry advertisers folding on 
them, moving out of town, and just 
simple NSF checks from the bank. 

Stations realize that once the 
program bas gone through the 
transmitter there’s little hope of 
collecting from a smallie, who has 
been known to yelp ‘sue me and 
prove that it was on the air.’ 


F. D.’S 1ST CAMPAIGN 
RADIO BILL $5,000 


Franklin D. Roosevelt presidential 
campaign hits the air for the first 
time on a cash basis this Satur- 
day (21). It's a 25-station hookup 
over NBC, extending from coast to 
coast. Initial session is scheduled 
for a half-hour and will take close 
to $5,000 out of the Democratic 
war chest. 


Link for the inaugural shot of the 
campaign takes in the entire basic 
blue, the northwestern and the 
orange (west coast) networks. In 
negotiating for the web the Demo- 
cratic committee specifically asked 
for WLW, Cincinnati, so as to avoid 
having.-included in the bill the 
services of a flock of southern sup- 
plementary stations. 











Earl Hodgins Out, Rush 
Hughes Replaces in Cal. 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 
Earl Hodgins is off ‘Famous Foods 


Parade,’ NEC commercial, losing 
the principal spieler’s role despite 
the fact he sold the account to 


Durkee Food Co. for NBC 

Network has given him 
sustaining programs including ‘Med- 
icine Show’ and one or two dra- 
matic periods which he works at 
the recently reduced NBC sustain- 
ing salary, much less than that paid 
to commercials. 

Rush Hughes has been added to 
NBC's artist staff and gets the for- 
mer Hoé@gins assignment on ‘Pa- 
rade.” He was formerly manager of 
KORE, Eugene, Ore. 


several 























| Little Bits from the Air 





Ted Black, from the Village Barn, 





has a nice brand of dance music 
over WEAF, featuring a requesi 
|program idea Friday nights, men- 
itioning the points whence came 
j}the requests. Black is another in 
the NBC’s wholesale contracting of 
talent who, it was hoped, would be 
built up as an important band 
name. 

While Black evidences a _ nice 


brand of dansapation, the network's 
large scale manner signing up al- 
most every band at every spot 
where there was either a WEAF or 
WJZ wire nullified that objective. 

With the chain interested in the 
welfare of bands to an acute degree, 
it made for a flooding of the ether 
with ar assortment of bands from 
all over the metropolitan sector. It 
cut down on the thrice-a-week or 
all-week etherizations by a favored 
few 2neé scattered the mike contro! 
all over town. That's all right for 
audience appeal, and as such, es- 
pecially now with NBC having di- 
veste itself of the wholesale band 
booking thing it should be retained. 

But it ruined the very purpose 
desir2d when originally essayed. 
With so many good bands active 
these days—there is no such thing 
as a bad band; it’s just a matter 
of improved style—it must confuse 
any aivertiser who might have been 
in the market for a band combina- 
tion for a new commercial. 








They’re sure giving Donald Novis 
a terrific buildup at WEAF. The 
Coast tenor (at least he first came 
to attention with the Cocoanut 
Grove two-hour nightly broadcasts 
over KFWB, Hollywood), certainly 
rates that sort of attention as he 
has that spark to fortify it. 

His Sunday night half hour is 
given a bit too much to fol-de-rol. 
Those lyrical introductories, no mat- 
ter how well done, impress as much 
hooey, basically. Then, too, that 
hymnal finale,-after a succession of 
light opera and pops, isn’t an especi- 
ally happy combo, even though it 
suits the secular aura of a quiet 
sabbath eve. There’s enough church 
stuff on the air all through Sunday 
to take care of the gospel depart- 
ment, 

Novis’ orchestral back-up is like- 
wise effective. Instrumental inter- 
ludes are happily selected and well 
rendered, 





Some of the announcers and m. 
c.’s are going in for that ‘next-week- 
East-Lynne’ routine to retain lis- 
tener-interest. Jack Benny on the 
Canada Dry hour urges to reserve 
yourself a choice dial, and James 
Wallingford, who announces the 
Chase & Sanborn coffee hour Sun-- 
days on WEAF heralds a Romberg 
medley by the orchestra next week, 
Rubinoft's soloing of Schubert’s 
‘Ave Maria’ and Harry Richman’s 
‘Darkies Were Born.’ 





Georgia Price in good form as 
Harry Richman’s substitute on the 
Chase & Sanborn coffee hour. Rich- 
man was unable to do his usual 
Sunday night frolic because of a bad 
cold, which had also furced him out 
of the Paramount theatre, New 
York. Save for Price’s one repeti- 
tion, ‘Holding My WHoney’s Hand’ 
and its Irish parody, which tue did 
originally on the C&S tea hour, his 
regular program, comedian was re- 
freshingly original throughout. 

His ‘Maurice, Eddie and Allie’ 
(Chevalier, Cantor and Jolson) paro- 
dy on ‘Crosby, Columbo and Vallee’ 
was a pip, Price doing dialectic im- ‘1 
pressions of the three stars. It was 
corking ear appeal, with the basic 
material excellent. Price’s inten- 
sive application to his radio mate- 
rial has been a matter of much 
comment in the trade. 





A new songstress was auspiciously 
introduced on. WABC with the 
Pennzoilers and Harry Sosnik’s or- 
chestra. She was Helen Cruise, who 
did ‘My Man’ in brilliant manner 
and almost sustained the superla- 
tive introductory which likened her 
to stellar songstresses such as 
3ayes, Brice, Etting and Morgan. 
That’s a tough quartet to follow and 
while the statement didn’t directly 
indicate she was one of that 


means subtle, What's more, for 








im- | 
mortal group of American song de- | 
lineators, the inference was by or | 


once, she sustained the big buildup, 

Miss Cruise will be heard from, 

- 

William Hall, baritone, who was 
in flickers on the Coast under ane 
other name, has been on WABC for 
a number of weeks over the summer, 
grooming himself and being groomed 
for a public impression. He's also 
been spotted with Do, Re and Mi, 
femme vocal trio, and Freddie Rich’s 
orchestra in support on Sunday 
night programs. 

The half hour heard suggests ite 
self as a very happy vaudeville 
combo, at least Hall and the trio as 
Rich, being the CBS house maestro, 
can’t very well break away for any 
stage frolics. 

The baritone is a powerful pop 
warbler and trio also harmonizes in 
nice manner, 


WGY, Schenectady, is broadcast- 
ing a news summary of the Walker 
hearing before Gov. Roosevelt at 
Albany, being done by Bill Meenam, 
publicity director of station from 
the Albany studios at De Witt 
Clinton Hotel, and goes on about a 
half hour after adjournment of 
hearing. His first venture of this 
kind and doing very well. 

Opposition is Ed Hill, ace polit- 
ical writer of New York ‘Sun,’ who 


(Continued on page 46) 
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JULY MUSIC BIZ 


SHOWED SIGNS 
OF LIFE 





Sales both on sheet music and 
wax platters snapped out of the 
doldrums the last week in July. Up 
to then the seasonal slump had 
carved out for itself a new low all 
around 

Recording companies reported at 
the end of the second July stanza 
that the outlook was more encour- 
aging than it’s ever been in the past 
two years. Orders from all over 
the couniry took a substantial spurt 
the first two weeks of the current 
ymonth. 

In the sheet field for July, with 
the first three weeks rated as fall- 
ing into the lowest ebb in the his- 
tory of the business, Berlin’s ‘Lul- 
laby of the Leaves’ retained first 
place. Strong impetus from June 
held it here, although Witmark’s 
‘Shanty in Old Shanty Town’ to- 
ward the end of July shot into high 

‘ favor and came close to nosing it 
out of the lofty perch. Famous’ ‘My 
Silent Love’ slipped from deuce to 
third niche, while DeSyiva’s ‘Hum- 
ming to Myself’ remained in the slot 
below. ‘Paradise’ (Feist) started 
slipping badly in midmonth and 
wound up the stretch in fifth place. 
Wo change either way for Berlin’s 
In My Hideaway.’ 

Bunched behind the blue ribbon 
six were Feist’s ‘Night Love Was 
Born, nicely on the upgrade; ‘Mas- 
querade,’ Robbins’ ‘Lazy Days,’ the 
fame firm’s ‘Holding My Honey's 
Hand,’ and ‘With Summer Coming 
On.’ Reported making strong head- 
Way and a candidate for the August 
big six is It Was So Beautiful’ 
(DeSylva). 

Among the mechanicals two long 
playing platters led the Columbia 
list. Jack Hylton-Arthur Lally 
combination topped the, Brunswick 
sextet of leaders, while Gus Arn- 
heim with ‘You're Blase’ was Vic- 
tor’s main attraction for July. 


Chi Looks Up 

Chicago, Aug. 15. 
_.Any change in the’ Chicago situa- 
tion during July was simply a 
change in the running order of the 
mags. Victor's list shows a remark- 
able pre-eminence of two bands, 
Ted Black and Gus Arnheim. Might 
explain the Arnheim ‘prominence as 
obtaining its impetus from the coast 
bandsman being at the Dells all 
summer. 

Columbia is led by Art Kassel, 
-practically a native son playing his 
own number, ‘Hell's Bells,’ which is 
exclusive with that company. 

Usual seasonal pickup is expected 
this month, but July was another 
washout. ’ 








Coast Better 
Los, Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Sheet music biz brightened a bit 
over last menth, with favorite tunes 
remaining about the same. In ad- 
dition to the top six, ‘Hold My 
Hand’ was just nosed out of the list 
by ‘Three On a Match,’ the other 
newcomer. 
Record sales also better than they 
have been for some time. Bruns- 
wick top seller. 


WOODS TO WORK ABROAD 

Harry Woods, American song~ 
writer, sailed with Jimmy Campbell 
of Campbell-Connelly, English mu- 
sic publishers, for London on the 
Bremen Aug. 12 ‘to. collaborate 
@broad with both Campbell and Reg 
Connelly on new song material. 

This is the first instance of an 
English firm paying an American 
tunesmith’s expenses, advance and 
royalty to import him to England 
for such collaboration. 

















DEAR GEORGE OLSEN: 
“hat Gordon and Revel song, 


‘Listen to the German Band’ 
which you recently introduced, is 
Sizzling tike a bottle of home brew 
and we'll have io pull the cork. 
CHARLES MILLER 
MILLER MUSIC, INC. 
62 West 45th Street, New York 


BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


JULY MUSIC SURVEY _ 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING 81X SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
OF SALES MADE DURING JULY BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 


6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 




































































Reported by Leading Jobbers 

NEW YORK CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 
No. 1—8ONG ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ | *& Shanty in Old Shantytown’ ‘A Shanty in Old Shantytown’ ~~ 
No. 2—SONG ‘A Shanty in Old Shantytown’ ‘Goofus’ ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ 
No. 3—SONG ‘My Silent Love’ ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ ‘Paradise’ 
No. 4—S8ONG ‘Humming to Myself’ ‘My Silent Love’ ‘Silent Love’ 
No. 6—8SONG ‘Paradise’ ‘So Ashamed’ ‘Auf Wiedersehen’ 
No. 6—8SONG ‘In My Hideaway’ ‘Is | in Love’ ‘Three On a Match’ 





3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsibie for the major sales only are reported. 


sales, both 


Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 


sides are mentioned: 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 


*‘You’re Blase’ (Jack Hylton’s Orch.), 
‘Hold My Hand’ (Arthur Lalily’s Orch.) 


‘St. Louis Bluds,’ ‘Sweet Sue’ (Mills 
Brothers) 


‘Sweet Georgia Brown,’ 


t ‘Let’s Try 
Again’ (Bing Crosby) 





BRUNSWICK—No. @ 


‘Reefer Man,’ ‘You Got to Ho-Do-Ho’ 
(Cab Calloway’s Orch.) 


*You’re Blase,’ ‘Hold My Hand’ (Jack 
Hylton-Arthur Lally Orchs.) 


‘Chinatown’ (Mills Brothers) 





RUNSWICK—No. 8 


‘Cabin in the Cotton,’ ‘Summer Coming 
On’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘My Silent Love’ (Isham Jones Orch.) 


‘California Medley’ (Red Nichols Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


‘Sheik of Araby,’ ‘Blue Ramble’ (Duke 
Ellington’s Orch.) 


‘In the Palm of Your Hand’ (Benny 
Kreuger Orch.) 


‘Moon Over Dixie’ 


(Duke Ellington 
Orch.) j 





‘Please Handle with Care’ (Isham Jones 


4 Heard’ ‘How Am 1 Doing?’ (Mills 


‘Lazy Day’ (Casa Loma Orch.) 





oF Orch.) Brothers) 
BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘Sweet Sue,’ ‘St. Louis Blues’ (Mills|‘The Sheik,’ ‘Blue Ramble’ (Duke El- |‘Happy-Go-Lucky You’ (Bing Crosby- 
Brothers) lington Orch.) Isham Jones Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 1 





——— 


—————— 





‘Love’s Old Sweet. Song,’ ‘Long, Long 
Ago’ (Rondoliers and Piano Pals) 


——— 


‘Hell’s Bells’ (Art Kassel Orch.) 


‘Old Shanty Town’ (Ted Lewis Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. @ 


‘Banking’ on the Weather,’ ‘Great Big 
Bunch of You’ (Joe Moss Orci.) 


‘Shanty in Old Shantytown’ (Ted Lewis 
Orch.) 


‘My Silent Love’ (Roger Wolfe Kahn) 





COLUMBIA—No. 8 


* 


‘Hummin’ to Myself,’ ‘Cabin in the Cot- 
ton’ (Ben Selvin Orch.) 


‘Lazy Day’ (Roger Wolfe Kahn Orch.) 


‘Is | in Love’ (Ben Selvin Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 4 


*‘You’re Blase,’ ‘Night Love Was Born’ 
(Eddie Duchin Orch.) 


‘Now You've Got Me Worried’ (Eddie 
Duchin Orch.) 


‘Date With an Angel’ (Debroy Somers 
Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 6 


‘Got the South in My Soul’ (Harlan 
Lattimore Orch.) 


‘When Love Was Born’ (Ruth Etting) 


‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (Log Cabin Four) 





COLUMBIA—No. 6 








VICTOR—No. 1 





‘Good-Bye Blues,’ ‘This Time [t’s Love’ 
(Art Jarrett) 


‘10-Minute Medley’ (Kate Smith-Ted 
Lewis) 


‘Mona Lisa,’ ‘There | Go Dreaming’ 
(Roger Wolfe Kahn) 





—— 


as 





os 


‘You’re Blase’ (Gus Arnheim Orch.) 





‘In a Shanty 


in Shantytown’ (Ted 
Black Orch.) . 


‘Hold My Hand’ (London Mayfair Orch.) 





ViCTOR—No. 2 


‘My Silent Love’ (Ruby Newman Orch.) 


*You’re Blase’ (Gus Arnheim Orch.) 


‘Lights of Paris’ 
Orch.) 


(London Mayfair 





VICTOR—No. 8 


‘Masquerade,’ ‘Banking on the Weather’ 


(Russ Columbo) 


‘Masquerade,’ ‘Banking on the Weather’ 
(Ted Black Orch.) 


‘Jazz Nocturne’ (Victor Concert Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 4 


‘Voice in the Old Village Choir’ (Paul 
Whiteman), ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ 
(George Olsen) 


‘In the Palm of Your Hand’ (Gus Arn- 
heim Orch.) 


‘All of a Sudden’ (Lew Conrad Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 6 


‘In a Shanty in Old Shantytown,’ ‘Rain, 
Rain, Go Away’ (Ted Black Orch.) 


‘Holding My Honey’s Hand’ (Waring 
Orch.) 


‘With Summer Coming On’ (Fred 


Waring Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 6 


‘Hold My Hand’ (Ray Noble Orch.) 


‘Lazy Day’ (Jack Denny Orch.) 





2 


ae i. 








‘Just. Another Dream of You,’ ‘Living 
in Dreams’ (Russ Columbo) 











DOMINO CLUB ON RADIO 
FOR COAST COMMERCIAL 


San Francisco, Aug. 15. 

Union Oil Co. will sponsor the 
Domino Club, Hollywood femme mo- 
tion picture group headed by Lucille 
Webster (Mrs. Jimmy) Gleason, in 
a series of broadcasts over the 
orange network of NBC, emanating 
from KFI, Los Angeles. Sept. 4 
the starting date. 

Programs will succeed the Holly- 
wood Bowl series, also sponsored 
by Union Oil, which finish Aug. 27. 


Bernie 1007, NBC 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

College Inn in the Hotel Sherman 
will be wired by NBC upon the re- 
turn of Ben Bernie whose commer- 
cializing will be disseminated by 
NBC. 

This will shut out WBBM after 
three years. 


FOX AT FOX 
Hollywood, Aug. 15. 
Sam Fox, Chicago music publish- 
er, is in an advisory capacity at 
Fox studios in the music depart- 
ment. 

















Death and Hurts Stop Slim Martin 
Santa Monica, Calif., Aug..15. 
Due to death of William Pugh, 
saxophonist, Aug. 6, and serious in- 
jury to two other players, Slim 
Martin’s band closed Tuesday (9) 
at Grand hotel kere. Injured band- 
men are Eddie Stockbridge, guitar, 

and Ross Ducat, trombone, 
Ted Dahl's orchestra from KFWB 
replaced. Martin is reorganizing. 








George Gershwin’s song book is- 
sues next month under Simon & 
Schuster imprint at $5, illustrated 


That Road to Ensenada 
Finally Under: Way 


Mexico City, Aug. 15. 

Another play for American tour- 
ists has been made by the Lower 
California government in signing 
contract for investment of around 
$2,000,000 in constructing an as- 
phalt road between Tia Juana and 
Ensenada. 

Government figures road will in- 
duce Americans to visit territory. 
Plans to later build a road that will 
link Mexicali with Sonora. 


STOOPNAGLE-BUDD OFF 
P. & G; GO SUSTAINING 


‘Colonel Stoppnagle and Budd 
come off the Ivory Soap session on 
Columbia Aug. 26. Leaves Procter 
& Gamble, manufacturer of the 
brand, with a single program for 
both networks. Commercial had 
seven going on NBC and CBS the 
early part of the current year. 

Wind-up date will give the comic 
team just 26 weeks under the P & G 
banner. Commercial may take the 
Mills Brothers, only radio act re- 
maining on its payroll, off the Chip- 
so plug and substitute the Ivory 
Soap ballyhoo. 

Stoopnagle and Budd will continue 
as a sustaining feature for Columbia 
immediately following the expiration 
of the soap contract. 











Tarzan of Apes’ Serial 
For Sept. 5 Air Release 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

A radio ‘Tarzan of the Apes’ will 
zc onto records in serial form, with 
Edgar Rice Burroughs, the author, 
splitting on the profits in return 
for use of the title. 

Fred Dolquist is handling the 
story, and recording for the U. S. 
Refining company. Serial will be air 





te color by Alajalov, and including 








réproductions of 18 songs, 





released Sept. 5. over a number of 
stations. 





35 INDIE STATIONS TO 
AIR FICTION SERIES 


American Fiction League has 
made arrangements with about 35 


indie radio stations in the east, in- 
cluding WINS, New York, for a 
once-weekly broadcast of stories 
written by members of the organi- 
zation. A. F. L. is writing the story 
continuity and serving it free to 
stations interested for the publicity 
value to its members. 

Fiction League is composed en- 
tirely of pulp mag writers. Street 
& Smith and several of the other 
big pulp publishers have given it 
permission to reproduce on the air 
any stories desired. Group picks 
only stories already published, and 
has assigned Alan Echols to write 
the continuity. When the broadcast 
is from New York, the authors 
themselves appear in the broadcast. 

Idea of the organization is that 
eventually there may be some mone- 
tary return from such broadcasts to 
help sustain the club. But even if 
not, it is figured that such broad- 
casts are good build-uppers for the 
various writers involved. 








70 Out of 1,000 


The Hague, Aug. 5. 
Latest census of licensed radio- 
receiving sets shows that Holland 
possesses 291,926 receivers; 256,464 
fans get their radio music, etc., via 
wired wireless, so total of fans set 
at 550,000 on population of 7,000,000. 
That means that over 70 per 1,000 

inhabitants listen in on own set. 





KGB NOW 1,000 WATTER 
San Diego, Aug. 15. 
KGB, Don Lee station, has in- 
creased its wattage from 500 to 
1,000. 
Power boost is to give CBS an 
equal break with local NBC sta- 
tion, KFSD. 





Palooka’ Didn’t Sell 
Enough Puffed Rice for 
Heinz, So Series Off Air 


Columbia is trying to get a 60-day 
option from Ham Fisher, creator of 
the ‘Joe Palooka’ strip, so that it can 


peddle the ether version to some 
other commercial. 

After the act had been on the net- 
work 20 weeks, Heinz suddenly took 
advantage of a cancellation clause 
in its contract and called all bets 
off with tonight’s (16) broadcast. 
Reason given was that, although the 
sketch drew a large percentage of 
listeners, it evidently didn’t attract 
the type of listener that would be 
interested in buying puffed rice. At 
least that’s the story told by the 
Heinz sales chart, 


Chrysler Confers on 
Ziegfeld Hr. Continuance 


A Chrysler meeting late yester- 
day afternoon (Monday) was to set- 
tle on a continuing of a Chrysler- 
Ziegfeld hour with Mrs. Billie Burke 
Ziegfeld, the impresario’s widow, to 
m. ¢c. 


Believed practically set for the 
same lineup to continue, with Eddie 
Dowling as m. c., Al Goodman's or- 
chestra and also Jack Pearl as 
comedian, unless dropped entirely. 














Allen, Orr to WLS 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Fleming Allen has been appointed 
musical director of WLS. He was 
there before as an assistant direc- 
tor. 

Winthrop Orr, from CFCF, Mont- 
real, has joined WLS’s continuity 
staff, 
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Tuesday, August 16, 1932 


MUSIC—NITE CLUBS 
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VARIETY 








RITZY SONGS 
RUIN MUSIC 
SALES 


It’s the opinion of Jimmy Camp- 
bell, of the English firm of Campbell 
& Connelly, that the American 
music publishers have gotten them- 
gelves into a serious dilemma by 
catering too much to the likes of the 
ether dance bands and, in the pro- 
cess, alienating their real bread and 
butter, the potential buyers of sheet 
music. Latter particularly goes for 
the mass of piano players who have 
gone beyond the simple exercise 
stage. But the extent of this mass 


is questionable, inasmuch as piano 
companies now also manufacture 
refrigeration. ' , 
Campbell sailed for London Fri- 
day (12), on the Bremen, after a 
two weeks stay, taking along with 
him Harry Woods under a writing 
contract that will keep Woods on 


the other side for at least two 


months, While here, Campbell 
said, he noticed that most of the pop 
music favored by the bands on the 
air and played over and over again 
were the class, smart compositions. 
Nobby lyrics and complicated melo- 
dies that sounded swell coming out 
of the loudspeaker and of the type 
of music enjoyable to listen. to, but 
not of the homely type which sells 
song: sheets. ' 

What the bandman, wedded to a 
mike, may gloat over as great stuff, 
Campbell opined, turns out to be so 
much of a struggle for the heavy- 
tongued hinterlander and a still 
tougher hardship on his or her 
fingers. Smart themes may give 
the radio musician or warbler a 
chance to shine, but it’s the simple 


set of words and the one-fingered: 


melodies that in the final analysis, 
bring in the quarters that keep 
publishers in business.’ In his race 
to get plugs on the air,, averred 
Campbell, the publisher has for- 
gotten or overlooked the limited tal- 
ents of this sheet-buying public. 
Short Visit Enough 

That Campbell, as a visitor so 
quickly caught the chief failing of 
America’s tin pan alley deficiencies, 
brings his deductions home forcibly, 

Campbell is voicing what. the 
American songwriters and publish- 
ers have known for long—that 
they’re all writing too much for the 
bands. 

The writer squawks that he must 
please the ultra dance maestros for 
that ether plug, but at the same time 
knowing that intricate airs such as 
‘Lullaby of the Leaves,’ ‘Silent Love,’ 
et al., sell pitifully. And yet if they 
don’t write ’em, their stuff will never 
be played. 

Robbins put out ‘Voice in the Old 
Village Choir,’ which by its title, 


evidences its aim, knowing it’ll have. 


have a tough time getting it plugged. 
Robbins alone influenced the im- 
portant plugs to give the hokum 
‘Village’ tune some etherizing in ex- 
change for past and present favors 
with more sophisticated songs, but 
which will eventually be outsold by 
‘Village Choir’ just as simple songs 
like ‘When the Moon Comes Over 
the Mountain,’ outsold many a more 
sophisticated tune construction. 





Par’s Musical Advisor 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Steve Pasternacki back here from 
Detroit with a year’s contract as a 
musical advisor for Paramount, 

First production assignment is 
‘Honest Finder,’ the Lubitsch film 
which will have an original opera 
sequence. 

Arthur Johnston stays at Para- 
mount for an aditional year as 
musical advisor, with no salary 
change. 

Currently working on six different 
features. 





ROSENTHAL SUBBING 


Harry Rosenthal is substituting 
for a fortnight at the Central Park 
Casino, New York, where Eddy 
Duchin is vacationing. Rosenthal 
stays permanently at the Casino 


commencing Oct. 9 for the Sunday | 


night supper club dances at the new 
Music Box. 

This will be a follow-up for the 
Saturday night sessions at the Pier- 
rette in the Hotel Pierre, to which 
Rosenthal returns in the fall. 


Minor Publishers Also 
Line Up Own Service 
Combo; Two Holdouts 


A No. 2 merged music sales unit, 
similar to the Music Dealers Ser- 
vice, Inc., which has been formed 
by the 12 leading publishers to ser- 
vice the lesser firms like Marlo, 
Kornheiser, Stept & Powers, White 
& Green, Olman and others. They 
may form their own combined 
central shipping service for the 
same reasons that the 12 majors 
have organized. 

There are two major holdouts, Joe 
Morris and Robbins Music Corp. 
Both wanted to go with the combi- 
nation for a trial period of 90 days, 
but this offer hasn't been accepted 
by the newly organized central 
shipping service. 

Robbins because of its Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer affiliation can't, as 
a matter of policy, join the combine; 
and Morris, like Robbins, takes the 
further attitude that the jobbers 
like Lyon & Healy, Jenkins, Rich- 
mond, Plaza, and Sherman-Clay, 
with whom they’ve done business 
for so long, are entitled to some 
consideration. 

The new shipping service would 
practically eliminate them 100% and 
since the new .plan, for all its 
piausibly outlined modus operandi, 
has ‘yet to prove itself practically, 
both of these firms feel that they’d 
prefer to string along both with the 
new combine and their old music 
jobbing standbys. 

Although it is understood that 
the sheets retailing at a quarter 
are to go to’ the dealers at 15c, the 
publishers distributing through the 
‘MDS will not be restricted from 
listing whatever numbers. they 
chose at higher price levels. 

If'a publisher figures a particular 
composition should sell for 35c in- 
stead of two bits the former price 
will be so marked on the cover and 
dealer will be given the advantage 
of the difference that formerly went 
to the jobber. 

Harms, particularly, with its 
semi-production numbers or Con- 
tinental imports, is forced to hold 
out for a higher wholesale price. 


$12,000 DAMAGE CLAIM 
BY LEADER VS. LUNA PK. 


Permission to examine the oper- 
ators of Luna Park before trial was 
granted Joe Cappi, band leader, by 
Supreme Court Justice. Shientag in 
Cappi’s ' breach of ‘contract suit 
against the amusement spot and 
the Columbia network. Cappi claims 
ithe park and the network jointly 
| owe him a season’s.work or a total 
of $12,000, which is the amount of 
damages named in the bill of com- 
plaint. — 

Through the CBS Artists Service, 
Cappi alleges, he and his band 
were engaged to play at the park 
for the summer, but the Luna man- 
agement called the deal off before 
he had a chance to open. Both the 
park and the network’s band book- 
ing department deny closing any 
contract with him, or promising him 
anything. va 

What the defendants say hap- 
pened was this: CBS had arranged 
an audition at the park and the 
Luna execs listened in.. All on the 
employing end agreed that his 
combo was satisfactory and some- 
thing: was said to the effect that 
they would let ‘him know about the 
contract later. Negotiations, de- 
clare. the park and the network, 
were never picked up from that 
point. 

Cappi’s next scheduled. legal move 
is ta ask the court for permission to 
drop the name of the ‘Columbia 
Broadcasting System’ as one of the 
defendants and substitute the name 
ef; the ‘Columbia Artists Service, 
Inc.” Band man found that he has 
been suing the wrong corporation, 
although they are affiliated. 


M. K. JEROME’S SOLO 


M. K. Jerome isn’t joining his old 
writing partner, Harold Berg, on 
the coast. Dispatch from that end 
of the country said that Berg was 
on his way east to bring Jerome 
back with him. 

It’s the music publishing business 
he’s now in, says Jerome, and he's 
sticking alone with it, 




















Warings Together Again 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians will be 
augmented by Tom Waring, who 
rejoins his brother-maestro, Fred, 
in the orchestra after an absence of 
several years. Tom, a tenor solo- 
ist, stepped out on his own in yaude. 
Warings will tackle some RKO 

; dates and are also going radio. 











Old Sol Wins 





Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

Because six members of his 
band fell in love with Cali- 
fornia’s sunshine and refused 
to go east, Irving Aaronson 
had to cancel five weeks for 
RKO at $3,000 per week. 

Band was scheduled to open 
at the Orpheum, Denver, 
Thursday( 11). Aaronson and 
Harry Weber, who arranged 
the route, worked on the six 
sunstruck members of the 
combo until two hours before 
train time, but boys refused to 
pack their horns. 

Dates set for band were 
filled in by New York office. 


Robbins, Keit, 
Morris Bow Out 
Of Pub Combine 


Publishers’ distributing combine, 
the Music Dealers’ Service. Inc., is 
now set to start operating Sept. 1. 
Quarters for the New York end 
have been rented and among those 
picked for the staff are three pres- 
ent employees of the Richmond- 
Mayer jobbing outfit. Trio con- 
wists of Walter Kane, the R-N 
manager; Dora Alexander, wouyer, 
and Helene Asher in the credit de- 
partment. 

Twelve . publishing houses in- 
volved in the project have each put 
up $1,000 to start it off. Figured 
that it will take at least 60 days 
before any of the firms distrib- 
uting through the MDS will begin 
getting their share of the money 
collected from dealers. As a re- 
sult of this situation some o*% the 
publishers may have as high as 
$50,000. tied up in the proposition 
by the end of the two-months pe- 
riod. 

Although the combine has ex- 
pressed itself as ready to handle 
the sheets of every other pop pub- 
lishing house in the business on 
the very same basis as its own— 
one cent above the _ publisher’s 
price to cover the cost of distri- 
bution, ete—few houses outside 
the group have as yet declared their 
intentions to come in. 

Joe Morris firm has changed its 
mind about giving the proposition 
a 90-day trial, as Robbins has of- 
fered to do, and now says it will 
continue servicing the dealers 
through its present channels. Rob- 
bins’ offer hasn’t been accepted. 
Another holdout is the new pub- 
lishing firm of: Keit-Engel which 
would rather play ball with all mu- 
sic jobbers and distributors. 

For office and shipping quarters 
the MDS has taken over part of 
the stock space of the Harms- 
Remick-Witmark group in West 
54th street. Kane goes in as man- 
ager of the New York division as 
soon as his contract with Rich- 
mond-Mayer is adjusted, while Miss 
Asher takes charge of the entire 
unit’s credit department. Bill 
Jacobs has been retained as general 
sales manager. 

For the first month or two a 
committee of publisher-members 
will supervise the operations of the 
central bureau, meanwhile trying to 
decide upon a general manager 
for’ the whole works, 


Canned Good Will 


Mexico City, Aug. 11. 

Mexico and Great Britain have 
gotten together for an interchange 
of national music which will be 
broadcast from radio stations in 
the republic and the monarchy as 
the result of arrangements made 
between the British legation here 
and the National University of 
Mexico. 

Seat of learning will send discs 
of Mexican music to Britain and re- 
ceive similar canned airs of the 
British Isles, 


FRISCO BAND RIVALRY 
San Francisco, Aug. B. 

Jess Stafford and band follow 
Rube Wolf into the Warfield, open- 
ing Aug. 24, House’s present band 
is on notice with contractor, Emii 
Sturmer, being transferred to the 
Fox Oakland in same job. 

Stafford’s ts the second intact 
band to be booked fnto a local 
house, Horace Heidt having opened 























two weeks ago at RKO’s Golden 
Gate, across street from the War- 
field. 


Songwriters’ Ultimatum to Pubs 





Dutch Copyright Row | 
With French at End 


The Hague, Aug. 6. 
The long fight between the two 
rival copyright bureaus in Hol- 
land, dealing with royalties on mu- 
sical copyright, has come to an end. 

Dutch government took the side 
of the national institution—the 
Pr. U. M. A.—and the French bureau, 
S. A. C. E. M., threatened to with- 
held all French works from repro- 
duction in Holland. 

Peace has now been declared be- 
tween managers of the opposing 
forces and a compromise reached. 
B. U. M. A. will act as agent for 
S. A. C. E. M. in Holland. The bill, 
which was passed by Parliament, 
but not yet approved by. the Crown, 
perding this controversy, will get 
the Queen’s signature this month. 


Gordon Thompson May 
Have Key to Canadian 


Song Printing Worry 


Idea of maintaining a printing 
plant in Canada to get around the 
sheet music tax and rate of ex- 
change has been abandoned by the 
publishers on this side of the bor- 
der. Following a lenghty survey 
made by an agent in the territory 
for the M.P.P.A. it has been de- 
cided that the sales in Canada do 
not warrant going to all this ex- 
pense and that it would be better 
to absorb the rate penalty. 

Possibility of solving the situation 
is seen in another plan that will be 
discussed with Gordon Thompson, 
who has his Canadian publishing 
house back from Radio Music Corp. 
(NBC subsid), when he gets in here 
for a visit in a week or two. Pub- 
lishers say that Thompson has a 
twist on’ the copyright law that 
may eventually smooth out the dif- 
ficulty. 


COLUMBO OR KAHN, KAY 
OR FISHER, CHI SPOTS 


Chicago, Aug. 15. 

Either Russ Columbo or Roger 
Wolfe Kahn is the _ prospective 
booking at the Drake hotel for the 
fall. That tavern plans to more ac- 
tively compete in the dine-dance 
competition than heretofore. If Col- 
umbo comes in NBC will split com- 
missions with its erstwhile ally, 
Kennaway, which controls the spot. 

A change of orchestra at another 
important Chicago hotel, the Edge- 
water Beach, is scheduled for Sept. 
16, when Charlie Agnew, a Kenna- 
way band, will end his long en- 
gagement of nine months. Possi- 
bilities are Herbie Kay, an MCA 
band, or Mark Fisher, under Kenna- 
way auspices. 

Under the new NBC policy of not 
entering the band booking field it- 
self the network’s Artists Bureau 
will split commissions with either 
MCA or Kennaway as the case 
may be. 

Mark Fisher, a member of the 
original Dan Russo-Ted Fiorito 
band popular six years ago at the 
Edgewater Beach, is favored for the 
job by manager Dewey of the hotel. 
NPC has no expressed choice in the 
matter, 




















Coslow Again Recording 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 

After two years’ absence from the 
disks, Sam Coslow has resumed 
making vocal recordings for Victor 
at its Hollywood plant. 

Just completed a 12-inch record- 
ing of ‘Isn’t It Romantic?’ the 
Rodgers and Hart theme number 
from ‘Love Me Tonight,’ with the 
Nat Finston Paramount studio or- 
chestra, 


DAHL REPLACING MARTIN 


Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 
Ted Dahl’s orchestra, recently 
at KMTR, and now on KFWB 
three nights a week, goes into the 
new Grand Hotel, Santa Monica, 
Replaces Slim Martin’s combina- 
tion which was in on percentage 
and quit as result of small package. 
Orchestra will go over KHJ by re- 
mote control. 








Threatens Rights of the Electrics 


Songwriters allied with the SPA 
are clamoring for action on the 
proposed new contract with the 
music publishers and their asso- 
ciation’s executive board is plan- 
ning to give :t to them. Unless the 
publishers make a move to resume 
negotiations within the next week, 
the Songwriters’ Protective Asso- 
ciation purposes notifying ERPI 
and RCA that the MPPA has no 
authority to make any license fee 
contracts for popular numbers pub- 
lished after Sept. 4. 

Publishers recently called off all 
palaver with the writers on the 
grounds that the outcome of the 
controversy with the broadcasters 
may so affect their relations with 
the authors that any contract en- 
tered into before then might prove 
of disadvantage all around. SPA 
labels this explanation a ‘stall,’ de- 
claring that the publishers have 
resorted to the radio situation as 
just another out to keep the writers 
hanging on a limb. Writers aver 
that they are unable to see wherein 
any of the proposals made by them 
for the new contract can be affected 
by a revised deal with the broad- 
casters. : 
ERP! Lapses Sept. 4 


pires Sept. 4, while the rights held 
However, the SPA intends sending 


panies. Communication will be to 
the effect that the writers have 
assigned to themselves the full syn- 
chronizing rights to all 
authored by them after Sept. 4 and 
that any M.P.P.A. contract affect- 
ing such numbers will be in viola- 
tion of the copyrights held by mem- 
bers of the SPA. 

In the new contract with the pub- 
lishers the writers are demanding 
that a clause be inserted giving 
them the full return on all syn- 
chronizing coin collected on songs 
copyrighted after Sept. 4. It is the 
one point that the SPA insists it 
will stand on to the finish. Before 


ment were indefinitely called off by 
the publishers, it had already been 
agreed that the writers cut on all 


sheet sales and mechanicals. 

Understood that the M.P.P.A. and 
ERPI are on the verge of getting 
together on a deal for the 1932-33 
season. Alsg nearing settlement is 
the ‘bootleg seat tax’ dispute, over 
which ERPI is being sued for $800;- 
000. Contract being worked out 
with the electric will affect all pic- 
ture companies using the ERPI 
service but Warner Brothers, which 
will make its own deal with the 
M.P.P.A. 


LOBBY CONCERTIZING 
VIOLINIST JAMMED UP 


Mitchell Hoffman, New York vio- 
linist, has himself jammed up with 
the Cleveland musicians local over 
playing in the Ohio theatre lobby 
as an added attraction to an exhibi- 
tion of paintings by a Cleveland art 
group. Though the lad is a member 
of the New York local, the Cleve- 
land union banned Hoffman from 
the lobby on the grounds that it was 
a regular playing assignment and 
could not be filled without permis- 
sion of the local branch, 

Hoffman, who is on a ‘vagabond 
trail’ to the coast, happened in on 
the lobby job. While looking over 
the paintings Hoffman got into con- 
versation with the exhibit’s direc- 
tor, Walter Brough, who invited the 
violinist to play during intermis- 
sions of Jane Cowl’s ‘Camille’ pro- 
duction. . 

Violinist, at the invitation of the 
Cleveland press, will give a per- 
formance at the Cleveland stadium, 
Aug. 21, for the benefit of the un- 
employed. 


JERSEY BANDS SHIFT 
Long Branch, N. J., Aug. 15. 
The bands are shifting around the 
Jersey coast again. Billy Howard 
replaces Al Fielder at Sea Girt Inn. 
Walter Clinton is back at Maxim’s 
(formerly Shore Gardens), Asbury 
Park, replacing Veno Faulkner. 
‘Chic’ Shaw is at the Mayflower 
Hotel, Belmar, and Don Prince at 
the Taft Hotel, Asbury Park. 
Henry Santrey m: c.’d at Maxim’s, 
Asbury Park nite club, for two days 














last week, but that was a holdover 
as he was booked for only one night. 


M.P.P.A.’s contract with ERPI ex- 
by RCA has another year to go. ° 


the warning to both equipment com- . 


songs - 
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the get-togethers on the new docu- . 


numbers would be 334% both on 
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and Los Angeles 


“Variety’s” Office, 6282 Hollywood Blvd., at Vine St. (Taft Bidg.) 
Phone Hollywood 6141 














ERPI has filed suit in Municipal; W. Black, in charge, through state 


court against E. Zellerbach for 
$1,025, charging that Zellerbach 
drove his car into a_ limousine 
owned by the sound compary, dam- 
aging it. 





Douglas Gerrard sued by Peal & 
Co. of London for merchandise 
amounting to $395. 





Dow Limousine taxi service ob- 


tained attachment against salary of | 


Bela Lugosi in suit to collect $418 
for car rental. 





State Labor Commission rules 
Arthur LaVove, press agent, not en- 
titled to $50 back salary from Cali- 
fornia theatre, as claimed. 





Alice White has brvuhgt suit in 
Municipal court against Bekins Van 
and Storage Co., asking $1,000 for 
damages to clothing she stored with 
the moving company while in the 
east. 

Claims that apparel was returned 
full of moth holes. 





Fred W. Fox is seeking $30 for 
two days’ work on advertising from 
United Sound Productions and B. C. 


|/labor commission. 





S. govern- 
press 

57 
Hel- 
spinal 


Suit filed against U. 
ment by Wilson B. Heller, 
agent, to compel payment of 
monthly disability insurance. 
ler now suffering from 
trouble. 





La Brea Lumber Co.is suing 
Travis Banton, studio fashion de- 
signer, for $2,874 and asking for a 
mechanic’s lien against Banton’s 
home. 

Wood concern alleges in its Su- 
perior court complcint that the 
Cashndyck Construction Co., also 
named as a defendant, failed to pay 
for lumber furnished. 





Sagmor Metal Goods Co. seeking 
in same court to cash $445 in trade 
acceptances, given by Kathleen 
Clifford, Ltd., which the bank is al- 
leged to have refused. 

Jack Silverstein lost his Superior 
court suit against Marion Davies 
and Edgar Hokes, her chauffeur, 
for $5,160 damages, which he sought 
following an automobile accident in 
front of the Davies beach house 
three months ago. 








MICHIGAN 


(Continued from page 30) 
chestra ballet immediately follow- 
ing the overture. In the show for 
no other reason apparently than to 


fill up space it does it in a manner 
that leaves much to be desired. In- 
terpretive dancing has always failed 
to impress patrons of this house. 
Ballet itself is okay, but Coles, 
Peterson and Livoff failed to click, 
with the result that the entire pro- 
duction was ineffective. 


In the show proper the difference 
Was very noticeable, with the two 
comedy acts delivering. Yorke and 
Johnson, two female opera type 
singers, also suffered from the 
rowdy audience attracted by the 
picture. This duo have been here 
before, but have gone over nicely. 
This time their number had to be 
cut because of their weak reception. 


Line routines by Lambert were 
unusual and effective, with a puppet 
dance quite unusual. This perma- 
nent line compared to the Fisher 
line suffers as far as dancing is 
concerned, but Lambert has only 
had them two weeks. 

Overture again tops. previous 
weeks, with Lou Forbes again 
demonstrating that he is a show- 
man. Playing two sectiens to his 
overture instead of the three he has 
done rreviously he does a group of 
classic, and for the second part a 
hot jazz number. The classic group 
got cver on its own, but the jazz 
number topped it plenty. Using 
‘My Favorite Band’ he did the an- 
nouncements over the p.a. system. 
Overture running ten minutes and 
all to the good. Merle Clarke also 
pleases with a nice choice of num- 
bers tor community singing with 
the organ. 

Business good. 


Lee. 


Pantages, Hollywood 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 


Taking the best bits out of ‘Hul- 
labaloo,’ intimate musical that origi- 
nated at the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse and then did two weeks 
at the El Capitan, Rodney Pantages 
is playing the show as a 74-minute 
unit instead of the regular Fanchon 
& Marco presentation. As a nov- 
elty, it is drawing on strength of its 
previous $1.50 showing. As enter- 
tainment,it has several bright spots 
punctuating a flow of scenes. 


Aside from Jack Lester, 
vaude _ hoofer, 


typical 
with an _ overlong 
laugh, clown, laugh song, routine 
material, and people are same as 
used before, except for Paul Gerard 
Smith, book author, who is m. ec’ing 
in place of John Sheehan. Doubt- 
ful if Smith will continue if some- 
one else can be recruited to replace, 
since he shows no great strength as 








RKO STATE LAKE 


CHICAGO 
7—ALL STAR ACTS—?7 
FRANCES WHITE, BERT 
WALTON, BOB RIPO, DAVE 
HARRIS CO. and others. 


In the Screen 


“ALMOST MARRIED” 











either an introducer of acts, straight 
man, or actor in blackouts. 

Sterling Holloway, Sally Picker, 
Mille Sonde, the dance team, and 
Teddy Hart stand out. Sketches all 
suffer from lack of wow finishes, 
Smith seemingly unable to point his 
gag. Line of 10 girls is cute in its 
delivery of tap numbers, and the 
Collinette ballet scored with one toe 
number. ‘Grand Hotel’ sketch is 
timely. It closes the show except 
for the finale grouping of players. 
Stronger finish is the crying need. 
‘By Whose Hand’ (Columbia) gets 
its L. A. first run here as the screen 
feature. House well filled opening 
night. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 

At 8 o’clock Thursday night 
‘Horsefeathers’ (Par) had a holdout 
here. That’s the first time the 
house has held capacity on an open- 
ing day in several years. With a 
full house, geared up by the Marx 
quartet, any stage show iooks good. 
Current show, despite good re- 
ception, is weak on talent. Produc- 
tion is there, with the stage dressed 
better than it has been in some 
time. Standout performance that 
of Dorothy and Harry Dixon, com- 
edy adagio dancers who came west 
for the ‘Grand Hotel’ prolog at the 
Chinese. Team followed Enrico 
and Novelle, legit ballroom dancers, 
and scored a bullseye. 
Kirk and Lawrence in their hoky 
horseback bit gathered sufficient 
laughs to impress. Wilbur Mack 
with Isabelle Mack next. House is 
not intimate enough for the Mack 
type of humor, which is quiet. 
Mack has been in pictures for sev- 
eral years and has lost a great deal 
of his stage timing. Gertrude: 
Purdy worked in the opening num- 
ber soloing with an Egyptian grind. 
Line girls were on three times, 
starting with an oriental number. 
Later they did a wrigsle number 
and closed with a top routine. Girls 
are working more uniformly now 
under the direction of Danny Dare. 
Previously tie line captain staged 
the numbers. 
Georgie Stoll’s pit and played a 
medley of Ziegfeld numbers for the 
overture. In arrangements, soloing 
and general musicianship, band is 
about the best pit combo in town. 
Stoll has whipped the boys into 
shape, with thheir overtures now a 
stellar feature. 

Par news clips and Par comedy, 
Water,’ filled out the bill. Call. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Aug. 12. 

Tightened purse-strings make the 
current Imperial bill one of the 
skimpiest in many moons. Where 
the week’s appropriation went to is 
a mystery. With the economic dol- 
drums, plus the outdoor summer at- 
tractions, good showmanship would 
call for b. o. draw on the marquee. 
It isn’t there, despite the fact that 
other downtown houses have strong 
picture bills, while Shea’s Hipp, a 
ducat’s toss away, has six good 











turns topped by Sisters of the Skil- 
‘let, and the Tivoli has ‘Bring ’Em 
Back Alive’ (RKO). 

The Imperial meets the opposi- 
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Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


Comparative Grosses for July 





(Continued from page 21) 


KANSAS CITY 






































































































































July 2 __Jduly 9 July 16 July 23 
MAIN- Lost Is My Face Bring "Em Attorney 
STREET Battalion Red Back Alive for Defense 
High. $32,000 $12,000 $11,000 $17,800 $11,000 
Low.. 8,000 Vaude 
LOEW’S Blonde Unashamed Washington Skyscraper 
MIDLAND Captive $11,000 Masquerade uls 
High. $35,000 $10,000 $13,500 $11,900 
Low.. 7,000 
NEWMAN Rebecca Million Winner Lady and 
High. $33,000 $8,000 Dollar Legs Take All Gent 
Low.. 4, $6,700 $6,800 $6,700 
LIBERTY Man from Dark Horse Week Ends Texas Bad 
High. $13,400; Yesterday $3,900 Only Man 
Low.. 2,800 $4,200 $4,400 $3.900 
BIRMINGHAM 
July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 
ALABAMA Red Headed Rebecca Lady and Million 
Woman $9,000 Gent Dollar Legs 
$9,000 $8,300 $7,000 
RITZ Bring 'Em Bring ’Em Roar of the Is My Face 
Back Alive Back Alive Dragon Red 
$8,000 $5,500 $3,500 and 
(2d week) By Whose 
Hand 
$3.300 
EMPIRE Fireman Society Girl Wet Parade | Grand Hotel 
Save Child $2,000 $3,000 $13,000 
$3,900 (10 days) 
STRAND Sinners in Week Ends | Man Wanted Ferguson 
the Sun Only $1,500 Case 
$1,500 $1,700 $1.600 
CINCINNATI 
July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 
: ALBEE Week Ends Man from Love Isa Forbidden 
High. $35,500 Only Yesterday Racket Company 
Low.. 14,500 $19,000 $19,000 $18,500 $16,000 
Vaude Opportunity 
Revue 
PALACE Winner Roar of the Lady and Bring 'Em 
High. $28,100 Take All Dragon Gent Back Alive 
Low. : 7,200 $11,000 $11,500 $7,200 $17,000 
(New Low) Frank Buck 
CAPITOL New Morals Thunder Bachelor's Purchase 
High. $22,000 for Old Below ffairs Price 
Low.. 4,500 $7,300 $7,700 $7,300 $11,000 
j LYRIC Rebecca Rebecca Miss Red Headed 
High. $23,900 $12,400 $6,500 Pinkerton Woman 
Low.. 5,000 (2a week) $8,700 $13,000 
PROVIDENCE 
July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 
: STATE Blonde Unashamed | Washington Skyscraper 
High. $28,000 Captive $9,000 Masquerade Souls 
Low.. 6,000 $6,000 $8,500 $9,000 
(New Low) 
RKO Is My Face What Price Bring ’Em Roar of the 
“ALBEE Red Hollywood Back Alive Dragon 
High. $20,000 .$9,800 $8,800 $10,700 $8,000 
Low.. 3,000 Vaude___ 
PARA- Make Me a Million Lady and Madame 
MOUNT Star Dollar Legs Gent Racketeer 
High. $18,000 $4,100 $4,600 $4,500 $4,800 
Low.. 4,000 Gene Dennis 
MAJESTIC Week Ends Rebecca Love Is a Stranger in 
High. $18,000 Only and Racket Town 
Low.. 6, and Riders of and and 
Bachelor’s the Desert Winner Miss 
Affairs $7,000 Take All Pinkerton 
$6,800 $6,800 $6,500 
RKO Fast Hell’s Head- Texas Bad They Never 
VICTORY Companions quarters Man Come Back 
High.. $2,800 ‘an and and and 
Low... 1,400| The Poca- Riders of Flames What Price 
tello Kid the Desert $2,100 Hollywood 
$2,300 $2,200 $1,700 














tion with three acts, a line-up, and 
‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par). There’s 
one full-stage set, a gold and silver 
staircase effect, but most of the 
work is done in one. Ballet opens 
and Wynn Wayne trails with a cou- 
ple of hot-cha numbers that drew a 
mild response, due chiefly to the 
personality of the white-gowned 
brunette. Then Du Valin a palming 
bit with handkerchiefs, polished 
speed of the illusionist sending the 
act over nicely. Joe and Pete 
Michon close, goofy gob pair going 
in for a travesty on Du Val’s act, 
staging a face-slapping bit and 
finale-ing with a burlesque hand- 
to-hand routine that drew the best 
reception of the evening. Ballet 
back for kicks and then the trav- 
eler. 

Last week, the billing of Reri and 
her subsequent absence drew 
squawks. The cash customers 
aren't going to be mollified with the 
current offering. An organesque by 
Horace Lapp does nothing to re- 
lieve the tedium, but there is a riot- 
ously funny cartoon. McStay. 


Radio Chatter 


(Continued from page 43) 
term contract over NBC, 8S. F., Sept. 
18 when firm starts ‘G-E Circle’ for 
four Sunday p.m. half hours. 


Mid-West 


Jim Little, NBC, Chicago, vaca- 
tieoning.in his home town of Wor- 
cester, Mass. 

Bill Rose, Chicago NBC, marched 
|off with the Illinois militia for two 
weeks at Camp Grant. 

WEBA, Harrisburg, 
ferred from 

















Ill., 





trans- 
First Trust Savings | attraction. 


Bank to Harrisburg Broadcasting 


Co. 

WLS, Chicago, boasting about the 
birth rate for July. Four staff 
members pappies to four sons. 

Woods building songpluggers 
trading votes for plugs in the Chi- 
cago ‘Times’ radio popularity con- 
test. 

Yank Taylor, Chicago ‘Times’ 
radio ed, greeted a friend effusively, 
then discovered the friend had just 
been trying to get his job. 

Ed Fisher brought Pat Frank 
from Florida to assist him on 
‘Radio Guide.’ Evans Plummer, 
former radio editor of the Chicago 
‘American,’ has also joined Fisher's 
staff. 

Ralston Purina has a kid script 
show it will start shooting over 
NBC Sept. 27, to originate from 
Chicago for a “quarter-hour clip 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur- 
days; 26 weeks. 

Chicago Radio Women’s Club will 
celebrate its first anniversary dur- 
ing August with an orgy. Officers 
are Martha Crane, WLS; Jane 
Hamilton, WMAQ;: Halloween Mar- 
tin, KYW, and Margaret Morton 
McKay, WLS. 


Bits from Air 


(Continued from page 43) 


is doing same thing over CBS via 
WOKO. 

The Schenectady station had of- 
fered the program to NBC as a daily 
feature bit it was turned down. 








Mebbe it’s unethical to mention 
the price of a commodity on the 
air but the El Toro jitney cigar 
gets around it by stressing that ‘it’s 
only the price of a local phene call.’ 
That’s not hard to figure out. 

Anyway, El Toro has a swell fea- 
ture in Gus Van as the stellar vocal 


BY WHOSE HAND? 


(Continued from page 15) 


of story, introduction of characte 
and setting the stage for tight ac« 
tion material that runs at high ten« 
sion to the final closeup. 

Film has a multitude of skillful 
touches. A comedy thread rung 
right through the action, developing 
naturally and logically by the de. 
vice of Laving a ‘stew’ following and 
annoying the hero as he performs 
innimerable heroic and romantie 
exploits. Good atmospheric night 
shots of a speeding train from many 
angles preserves the central idea. - 

Story opens with newsboys crying 
headlines of the jail-break of a 
notorious killer, followed by the ar. 
rival amid clamor of sirens of the 
police motor squad at the railroad 
station to search the departing 
train. Excellent capital is made of 
station crowds. Bridal party scat- 
ters rice all around, decorating 
among other things, a coffin being 
Shipped in the baggage car. Bustle 
of the railroad station is extremely 
well developed, working up to the 
introduction of hero and heroine, 
when girl, a passenger confusedly 
kisses the wrong man in the haste 
of departure. Bridal party gaiety 
is in arresting contrast to old moth- 
er bidding farewell to disgraced son 
handcuffed to detective. 

When the murder thread is picked 
up, story goes into high with com- 
plications weaving in and out with 
remarkable ingenuity. Killer reaily 
is aboard the train, having slipped 
past the police in the same coffin, 
His wife is another mysterious pas- 
senger and the disgraced son who 
helped to provide an atmospheric 
contrast, turns out to be the squeal. 
er who caused the killer’s convic- 
tion. There also are the romantic 
leads who get into the action when 
the killer gets loose in the train, 
kills the squealer, shoots down the 
fireman and engineer and as the 
pursuit closes in stands defiant 
blocking the way to the engine cab 
where the engineer lies dead and 
the train is running away to ap- 
parent destruction through the 
night. 

Finale is brought about swiftly, if 
brusquely in a satisfactory happy 
ending after an hour of unbroken 
Suspense. Lesser fans will acclaim 
the subject, which is a sure bet for 
the neighborhoods and good to go it 
along on the split weeks. Rush. 





Real Names of Authors 
Anthony Berkeley, author of ‘Mur- 
der in the Basement,’ is Anthc ny 
Berkeley Cox. Clemence Dane, who 
with Helen Simpson wrote ‘Re-En- 
ter Sir John,’ is Winifred Ashton, 
May Edginton, responsible for ‘Fair 


Lady,’ is Mrs. Francis E. Bailey. 
Grace Perkins, who turned out ‘No 
More Orchids,’ is Mrs. Fulton 
Oursler. 


But who is Kerry Scott, author of 
‘They Fell in Love’? 
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DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St.. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 
GREETING CARDS 
For Al! Occasions 
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BOOKLET ON HOW 
*TO MAKE UP-:. 


Si IN 
MAKE UP 


o~ 
M. Stein Cosmetic Co. PURITY UNQUEST/ONED 
soot. FOR HALF A CENTURY 




















The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
in the United States 
a The only Factory that 
makes any set of Reeds 

made by hand. 


Guerrini & Co. 
277-278 Columbus Ave. 










Free Catalogues San Francisco, Cal. 
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OBITUARY 


JEAN A. LE ROY 

Jean Acme LeRoy, 78, one of the 
pioneers in the motion picture, died 
at his home in New York Aug. 9. 
Four or five years ago he suffered 
a paralytic stroke, but made a game 
fight against its encroachment. 

Back in the late 70’s LeRoy made 
a contrivance for the successive 
showing of posted lantern slides 
which gave some simulation of mo- 
tion, and in 1894 he gave the first 
public exhibition of the projected 
motion picture film at the Opera 
House, Clinton, N. J. Mindful only 
of its exhibition possibilities, he did 
not patent his device until too late 
to give him a basic patent. 

He gave valuable testimony in the 
case of Eberhardt Schneider and 
others who early faced the Motion 
Picture Patents Co. suits, and more 
recently figured in the W-E litiga- 
tion. He was a close friend of Eu- 
gene A. Lauste, inventor of the 
sound-on-film device, and with 
Lauste was under retainer to the 
Bell Laboratories. 

His widow survives. 





GEORGE HENRY DAVIS 

George Henry Davis, 71, indie 
picture producer, died at his New 
York home of heart disease Aug. 
10. Most important of his connec- 
tions in the film business was as 
president of Banner Production and 
later as organizer and head of Qual- 
ity Distributor Corp. Davis entered 
the producing and distributing field 
about 15 years ago, coming from 
dramatic stock and legit in and 
around San Francisco. 

Survived by wife, Mrs. Lillian 
Davis, two daughters, Mrs. Morris 


IN FOND MEMORY OF 


JOS.PEARLSTEIN 


Who Departed This Life 
August 12, 1931 


MRS. JOS. PEARLSTEIN 
MR. & MRS. JACK WEINER 
SR AAO ANRC MERE 


Voss and Mrs. Lewis Kahn, both of 
Chicago, a brother, Charles Davis, 
and a sister, Mrs. Evelyn Armour, 
the latter two living in Frisco. 
Burial was in Westchester Hills 
cemetery, near New York, 





JACK RAY 

Jack Ray, 26, whose real name 
was John Darscolt Reynolds, died 
in New York, Aug. 14. He was in 
the cast of ‘Of Thee I Sing’ and 
was stage manager of Heywood 
Broun’s co-op ‘Shoot the Works’ 
last season. 

Survived by his mother, 





GERALDINE ULMAR 

Geraldine Ulmar, 70, died in 
Merstham, England, Aug. 13. 

She made her debut with the 
Boston Ideals in 1879 and was best 
known in connection with her work 
in Gilbert and Sullivan operas here 
and in England... She was the orig- 
inal Yum Yum in the American 
production of ‘Mikado.’ She re- 
tired in 1924. 





DONALD McKENZIE 

Donald McKenzie, 29, British 
playwright whose ‘Musical Chairs’ 
is one of the current London pro- 
ductions, was killed in an automo- 
bile accident at Beauvais, France, 
Aug. 12. He had written four 
plays, but only ‘Chairs’ had reached 
production. 





Henry George Davis, 61, long 
prominent in theatricals and for a 
time a motion picture producer, died 
in New York Aug. 10. 

Survived by his widow :and two 
daughters. 





Claude S. Pugh, 25, member of 
Slim Martin’s dance orchestra, was 
killed in an auto accident in Los 
Angeles Aug. 6. 





David S. Rose, one-time mayor of 
Milwaukee, died there last week fol- 
lowing a long illness, At one time 
the husband of Rosemary Glosz, 
prima donna. 





Mrs. Emma Gillman, 60, mother- 
in-law of Wallace Beery, died in 
Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 





Irene Berger, 21, gymnast with 
the Three Falcons, was killed when 
the trio crashed during their act at 
the Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
Aug. 12, Story on-this page. 





A. H. Harrigan, 50, son of the 
late Ned Harrigan, died in New 





York, Aug. 12. He was a surgeon. 





Survived by his widow, son, 
daughter, three brothers and two 
sisters, 

Harry Bassett, booker in the 


Paramount exchange, Albany, N. Y., 
died there last week after several 
months’ illness. Survived by his 
widow. 





Mother, 81, of Frank Du Rall of 
the former Du Ball Bros., died 
July 20. 





Julius A. Meyer, 66, a member of 
the Denver municipal band, died 
there last week after a short illness. 





Albert Heather, band leader and 
broadcaster, is dead in Toronto. In 
his early days he was a soloist in 
the choir of Westminster Abbey, 
London, and at the time of his 
death was rehearsing one of the 
leading parts in a local production 
of ‘Hiawatha.’ 





Mother-in-law, 60, of Wallace 
Beery, Mrs. Emma M. Gillman, 
died in Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 





Mrs. Lucille Hamilton died of 
cerebral hemorrhage in Auburn, N. 
Y., Aug. 12. Details will be found 
on this page. 





Tom Vallance, brother-in-law and 
representative of Sir Harry Lauder, 
died suddenly in Blackpool, Eng., 
Aug. 13. Cable report on foreign 
page. 





Solomon Shagrin, 80, father of 
Max Shagrin, Hollywood play brok- 
er, and Joe Shagrin, manager of 
Park theatre, Youngstown, died in 


'that city Aug. 14. 


The widow, three other sons be- 
sides Max, and three daughters 
survive. 


N. Y. Exhibs 


(Continued from page 5) 
are using 306 inen will be numbered 
among figuring in the break with 
the Kaplan organization. 

The three circuits, by using Em- 
pire projectionists, are counting on 
a yearly saving of $750,000, spokes- 
men declare. 

During the negotiations exhibitors 
report the Kaplan representation 
agreed to compromise with a 15%, 
and later an 18% reduction in 
scales. The theatre owners, how- 
ever, report themselves as holding 
out for a flat 30% reduction which, 
they say, vould put booth terms of 
306 on virtually a par with those of 
Empire. 








306 Version 


The version at 306 headquarters 
found many discrepancies in exhibi- 
tor statements of conditions. There 
it was denied that negotiations are 
off at one moment and admitted in 
the next plus that the local is pre- 
pared to retaliate. 

Of the three circuits supposedly 
ready to sign with Empire, it was 
stated by 306 executives that Man- 
hattan is still negotiating and prob- 
ably. will continue with Kaplan. 

Attaches of 306 ridicule the ex- 
hibitor attitude that houses must 
darken unless there is a 30% cut. 
On the basis that the average booth 
in the New York territory costs $200 
weekly to operate the unionists ask, 
‘Do they mean to tell us that be- 
cause of $10 a day they will be 
force to close down?’ 

As for Empire being the stronger, 
even should the three circuit swing- 
over occur, 306 men resort to fig- 
ures which are contradictory to 
those presented by the exhibs. 
They hold that there are around 500 
theatres lighted in the New York 
territory while the exhibs place that 
figure at 400. They claim that they 
have 300 theatres while exhibitor 
leaders rate 306 at 200 houses. They 
hold that Empire has less than 100 
theatres and that there are more 
non-union houses; exhibitors de- 
clare that Empire would have over 
200 theatres with the swing-over 
and that today not more than 40 
houses are operating on a non- 
union basis. 

In regard to getting pictures for 
their ‘war houses,’ 306 officials re- 
fusea to reveal the source of sup- 
ply, but say they will experience no 
shortage of product. At the same 
time *hey declare that they figured 
onerating costs down to the last 
nenny and are convinced that the 
theatres will pay for themselves. 


NATE KARP ARRESTED 





IN DETROIT MURDER 


Massillon, O., Aug. 15. 

Nate Karp, advance agent for 
Kay Bros. circus, was arrested, at 
Millerburg, O., on a charge of mur- 
der. He has been returned to jail 
here awaiting extradition to De- 
troit, Mich. 

Police trailed the show for sev- 
eral days but were unsuccessful in 





Headin’ South Early 





Birmingham, Aug. 15. 
First circus of the season is 
putting up paper in this sec- 


tion, although the fall season 
is still weeks away. It indi- 
cates circuses will head toward 
winter quarters earlier than 
usual, 


Paper for Sam B. Dill's cir- 
cus is up at Montgomery for 
Aug. 20. 





apprehending Karp until this week. 
He is alleged to have fatally shot 
Harry Gold of Detroit in an at- 
tempted holdup in that city last 
Feb. 17. 

Karp had been with the show sev- 
eral weeks. 


Costello, Jr., Hurt 


Auburn, N. Y., Aug. 15. 
Charles Costello, Jr., injured Aug. 
10 in a 25-foot fall in show ai the 
Cortland fair grounds, is much im- 

proved at the Cortland hospital. 
Costello suffered a badly frac- 
tured jaw. He lost his grip on the 
aerial gymnastic apparatus, due to 
wet ropes, and fell to the wooden 
floor of the stage, striking his face 
on the sharp corner of a large box. 


MASS. FAIRS 
Worcester, Mass., Aug. 15. 

Although the New England Fair 
has been discontinued there will be 
the New Worcester Fair and Prog- 
ress Exposition, Sept. 27 to Oct. 1. 

G. A. Parsons of New York, who 
conducted the Worcester County 
Progress division of the New Eng- 
land Fair last year, has obtained a 
lease on the fair grounds for the 
exposition. Alethela Grotto will 
sponsor the show. 


MO. FAIR’S 2-FOR-1’S 
Kansas City, Aug. 15. 

Lowered prices and the issuance 
of 100,000 two-for-one tickets are an- 
nounced for the Missouri State Fair 
at Sedalia, Aug. 20-27. 

While the general admission, 50c, 
remains the same, motor car park- 
ing charges have been cut in half, 
reserved seats have been reduced 
from 25 to 20c, and box seats. from 
50 to 25c. 


SKIPPING 1932 
Athol, Mass., Aug. 15. 

Officers of the Athol Fair asso- 
ciation have voted not to hold the 
annual fair this year, but to re- 
sume it next year. Business condi- 
tions were given as the reason. 

The fair has taken place annually 
for 65 years. 

















Headache Spots 





(Continued from page 41) 
straightened out several business 
wrinkles brought up by KSL. Most 
important of these angles was a re- 
quest for a jucier slice of the coin 
NBC collected from network adver- 
tisers for the outlet. 

At the get-together KSL called 
the network’s attention to the fact 
that the station was in process of 
constructing a new transmitter that 
would raise its power from the pres- 
ent 5,000 wat: : to 50,000. Job is due 
to be completed around Oct. 1. With 
this big ~dditional shooting range, 
the station averred that it should 
be entitled to a lot more than the 
customary $50 and $25 per hour paid 
by the network. 

WBC’s Attitude 

NBC rejoinder was along the lines 
that its policy did not permit and 
current business conditions did not 
warrant raising the established 
divvy. Point subsequently wasn’t 
pressed by the station and the net- 
work figured that everything was 
hunky-dory until word came 
through last week that the station 
had leaped to the opposition. 

Several months ago a similar sit- 
uation evolved in Louisville, Ky., 
with WHAS. That station was also 
on the way to constructing a 50,000- 
watt transmitter when Columbia 
alienated it from the NBC fold with 
a proposition to finance the new 
equipment. 

NBC’s refusal to deviate from its 
rate policy toward affiliates leaves 
it with three other headache sources 
besides Salt Lake City. These are 
WLW, Cincinnati; WJR, Detroit, 
and WFAA, Dallas. First two sta- 
tions have been demanding the full 
local card rate for their end or else, 
thereby making it tough for the net- 
work to clear commercial programs 
through these localities, while the 
Texas outlet has been demanding 
a substantial increase over the nom- 
inal kickback. 

Entry of KSL makes it the 9$2¢@ 








link in the CBS chain. 


Salem, N. C.; 23, 
Goldsboro, N. Cc. 





Roosevelt Recommends 


. . 
Attraction for Fair 
Topeka, Aug. :5. 

With its advertising appropriation 
cut almost to absolute minimum 
and other drastic overhead slashes, 
the Kansas Free Fair will attempt 
to exhibit as usual Sept. 12 for five 
days. 

Grandstand feature will be ‘The 
Winter Garden Revue,’ contracted 
upon the recommendation to Sec- 
retary Maurice W. Jencks, by Gov. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt of New York, 
who saw the show at the New York 
state fair. 

Three days of horse racing and 
two days of dirt track auto races 
are on the program. Jencks has 
been secretary since the first of the 
year, succeeding A. P. Burdick, who 
resigned to take a federal position 
and who died in Wichita two 
months ago. 








Mrs. Hamilton Dies 


Auburn, N. Y., Aug. 15. 

Suffering a fainting spell on the 
Rubin-Cherry carnival grounds, Mrs. 
Lucille Hamilton, 44, of Atlantic 
City, former sideshow manager with 
the 101 Ranch, was rushed to the 
City hospital, where she died Fri- 
day (12) Dr. W. Leroy Corey, 
county coroner, said death was due 
to a cerebral hemorrhage. 

Mrs. Hamilton was not connected 
with the Rubin-Cherry show, but 
was visiting some of her circus 
friends. She and her husband, 
George W. Hamilton, Jr., came to 
Auburn about 10 days ago and have 
been demonstrating and selling rings 
in a store in Genesee St. 





Quasi-County Fair 


Mansfield, O., Aug. 15. 

A fair to serve several counties 
is the aim of the Richland County 
Fair board, which is making plans 
for the annual exposition here Aug. 
23-26. 

Purpose will be to aid communi- 
ties which have discontinued their 
fairs this season because of finan- 
cial setbacks, 

Ashland and Crawford counties 
have announced they would be un- 
able to hold fairs this year and 
the plan is to ask farmers from 
these counties to join the Richland 
county show. 





CIRCUSES 


(For current week, Aug. 15-20) 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 
Aug. 15, La Salle and Peru; 16, Aurora; 
17, Elgin; 18, East Moline; 19, Canton; 20, 
Macomb; 21, Quincy; 22, Burlington, 


Al G. Barnes 


Aug. 15, Roseburg, Ore.; 16. Grants Pass; 
17, Medford, Ore.; 18, Redding, Cal.; 19, 
Red Bluff; 20, Willows, Cal, 

Sells- Floto 


Aug. 15, Norfolk, Va.; 16, Newport News; 
17, Richmond, Va.: 18, Charlotteville; 19, 
Lynchburg; 20, Roanoke; 22, Winston- 
Durham, N. C.; 2, 


Barnes Circus 


Season 1932 

Aug. 8, Spokane, .Wash.; Aug. 9, We- 
natchee, Wash.; Aug. 10, Everett, Wash.; 
Aug. 11, Longview, Wash.; Aug. 12, The 
Dalles, Ore.; Aug. 13, Hillsboro, Ore.; Aug. 
14, Albany, Ore.; Aug. 15, Roseburg, Ore.; 
Aug. 16, Grants Pass, Ore.: Aug. 17, Med- 
ford, Ore.; Aug. 18, Redding, Cal.: Aug. 
19, Red Bluff, Cal.; Aug. 20, Willows, Cal. 


CARNIVAL ROUTES 


(For current week, Aug. 15-20) 


Barker, J. L.—Tipton. 
Beckman & Gerety—Davenport, Ia. 
Bruce Greater—Utica. 

Castle, Ehrlich & H.--Iona, Mich. 
Conklin’e Al) Can.—Ft. Williams, Ont, 
Cooping, Harry—Butler. 

Cotton Belt--Decatur. 

Edwards, J. R.—Quaker City. 

Empire City—Berryville. 

Florida, Expo. (until Sept. 1). 
Galler—Carthage. 

Gibsons’ Blue Ribbon—Crawfordsville, 
Glick, Wm.—Messena. 
Greenburg Am. Co.—Oxford, 
Happyland—Bad Axe. 

J.—(State Fair) 





Jones, Johnny Spring- 
field, Ill. 
Krause Greater—London, Ont. 
Lanes, J. L.—Ft. Scott. 
Lang, Dee--Higginsville, 
Miner’s Model—Abbottstown 
Model Shows of Am.—Tonawanda. 
Pearson, C. E.—Alibion. 
Rubin & Cherry—Kankakee. 
Snapp, Wm. R.—Oakland, Neb. 
Sol's Liberty—Greenup, 
Southern Tier—Buffalo. 
Sunset Am. Co.—Clayton. 
Weer, J. C.—Kendallville. Ind. 





West, W. E.—(Fair) Bladen. 


1 GIRL DIES IN THRILL 


, 


PLUNGE, OTHER DYING 


Atlantic City, Aug. 15. 

Irene Berger, 21, of Minneapolis, 
died of a broken back sustained in 
a 75-foot fali from a trapeze in the 
Steel Pier circus, and Roxy LaRose, 
26, of Des Moines, is dying in the 
Atlantic City hospitai, her vertebrae 
fractured, both legs broken and @ 
lung punctured. 

Girls were working in the aerial 
turn of the Four Falcons before an 
audience of 2,500. Miss Berger was 
swinging on the bar by a foot hold 
ready to catch Miss LaRose as she 
released a teeth hold. The flyer’s 
foot hold broke and she plunged, 
as the other girl let go to make the 
flying catch. 

Orville LaRose, husband of thé 
injured girl, witnessed the tragedy 


and declared he would never go 
aloft again. Act has been working 
through four shows a day since 


June and never used a safety net. 








Anti-Carnie Ordinance 
Introduced at Albany 


Albany, N. Y., Aug. 15. 
An ordinance prohibiting carni« 
vals and street fairs in Albany will 
be introduced in the common couns- 
cil, Aug. 23. Mayor Thacher said 
he would sign the ordinance, which 
is pretty certain of passage. 


The mayor declared carnivals take 
most of the money received out of 
the city and that entertainments 
sponsored by local organizations and 
churches, without the assistance of 
commercial groups, will benefit fie 
nancially through the ban. 


Va. Fairs Fold 


Lynchburg, Aug. 15, 

Seven Virginia fairs, including 
the interstate exhibition held here 
annually for the last 27 years, have 
been cancelled this year. Most of 
the fairs were landmarks, and in 
the hey-dey of Virginia agriculture 
alism attracted thousands of people 
every year. 

Depression was given as the rea- 
son for calling off the Lynchburg 
fair, and it was said improved cone 
ditions would serve to revive the 
event next year. Other fairs not 
playing are those formerly held at 








Winchester, Roanoke, Fredericks- 
burg, Danville, Galax and South 
Boston. 


Fair associations at Marion and 
Petersburg have yet to decide 
whether to give up. Virginia state 
fair, held at Richmond, is reported 
to be planning an exhibition ag 
usual. Four-county fair at Suffolk, 
another large exhibition, will also 
show. 


; 





Rodeo’s Free-for-All 


Minneapolis, Aug. 15, 


Rodeo staged by William Fedora 
at Robbinsdale, local suburb, wound 
up with a free-for-all fight among 
the cowboy and Indian participants, 
Fight followed the performance and 
resulted in the jailing of 15 people, 

The mayor of Robbinsdale had ree 
fused to issue a license for thé 
rodeo, but Fedora carried the matter 
into court and obtained a mandamus 
writ compelling its issuance, 





Biz Men Save Fair 


Maquoketa, Ia., Aug. 15, 


Annual Jackson county fair will 
be hel@ two days, Aug. 31 and Sept. 
1, despite indications early in the 
year that it would fold. Business 
men have raised funds for the twoe 
day event, 

American Legion staged the event 
last year. Fair officials threw up 
the sponge in 1930, after going in 
the red plenty and seeing no way 
out. Fair is one of the oldest in 
this section of the country. 





CHILD’S CIRCUS INJURY 
Altoona, Aug. 15. 

A two-inch piece of wire, appars 
ently used in attaching an explosive 
to the trick automobile used in the 
Downie Brothers circus, buried ite 
self in the right eye of a six-yeara 
old girl in the audience during the 
evening performance here last 
Thursday (11). 

Emergency operation performed 
but doctors have not yet determined 
whether the sight has been de« 
stroyed or removal of the eye necese 
sary. The child’s father is a 
sergeant of local police. 
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Definite Upward Tendency | 


Industry Brightens 


With Assurance of 


Money-Making Films 





Confidence in increased grosses and profits 
are being expressed by leading executives 


| in show business. The position of this in- 
ed by the quality of its 


dustry, always affect 
marketable film, has become highly o ti- 


mistic in the last wee 


of definitely saleable pictures. 


The Four Marx Brothers in “Horse 
Feathers;” Harold ae in “Movie Crazy;” 
‘Blonde Venus,” a Von 
Sternberg production; “A Farewell to 
Arms” with Helen Hayes, Gary Cooper and 
Adolphe Menjou; Maurice Chevalier’s “Love 
Me Tonight” with Jeanette MacDonald, di- |; 
rected by Rouben Mamoulian; “The Big . 
Broadcast;” and “No Man of Her Own’ 
ble and Miriam Hopkins, will 
de to successful financial 


. 


Marlene Dietrich in 


with Clark Gable ai 
no doubt turn the ti 
returns everywhere. 


Trading between theatre owners and this 


leading picture company 1 most active, and | 

dly arranged in al- 
most every part of the country. All indica- 
tions point to a most profitable fall and win- 
d belief is expressed in all 
quarters that the production achievement 

ll prove the out- 


contracts are being rap! 
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